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1067740 PREFACE 


This book is an attempt to portray what happened to cer- 


tain planters and plantations in lower Louisiana from the 


inception of the secession crisis in October, 1860, down to 


the end of the Civil War in May, 1865. To the body of the 


book I have affixed a prologue and an epilozue. The prulovue 


is intended to provide an introduction to and a setting for 


the war years. The epilogue is intended to satisfy curiosity 


about the fate of these planters and their plantations after 


the war. Both prologue and epilogue have also the incidental 


purpose of giving an inkling of the ground yet to be cover:i 


in the study of which this book is only a part, 


By the weight in his hand the reader will already know 


* . that my picture of-the war years is drawn 


Brot aimed to distill conclusions from the 
study. Suggestions I do make, of course; 
has been to reconstruct scenes and events 
Ssimilitude as the sources permit. 
Underlying this book are debts of two 


debts to those who shaped the author into 


full-scale. I hives 
small area of my 
but my main effort 


with as much veri- 


kinds, intangible 


Such creaturs os 


he is, and tangible debts to those who have assisted in tis 


MoaneeoL tne book Ttaelf, The greatest of my debts In bath 


kinds are to my wife, Mary Betty Weatherrod Lathrop. -« rics 


it here to say that she bore a full half in the oarlis: 





r ; = 


eid ima e't 2 aneletuod TORO 












. pe agit > 7 
n Se. el 
10odej300 nt elelixo molasses en 


a 


4 oT (2001 . yal cof tal L8v29 eff 
f[oug a fhexllis eves 
OJ behnedat e. 


taW es 


ucts 


otf wo 


phases of this study; and that she alone has known enough 
about what I was doing to quiet my recurrent fears that my 
labors were utterly misguided. 

To my mother, Marion Barnes Lathrop, I owe a certain 
obstinate respect for precise fact; to my father, Hurley P. 
Lathrop, a conviction that the writer who cannot interest 
his readers is no writer. Both the respect and the convic- 
tion I have honored as well as I know how to do. 

Without the long and generous support of Brigadier 
General and Mrs. Preston A. Weatherred I could never huve 
written this nor any other book. 

I am deeply indebted to the Martin and the Pugh fami lics— 
particularly to Mr. Lawrence H. Pugh, Mra. R. C. Martin Til, 
and Miss Maggie C. Martin—for allowing me to dig out and to 
use their family papers. I know that both families doubted 
the propriety of making a public appearance through my paces. 
Only great humanity to an importunate young student moved 
them to assent. 3 

My two great debts to members of the historical profss- 
sion are not specific to this book. Instead, they are for 
the friendship and fostering care that sustained me through 
my academic apprenticeship. Professor Robert G. Caldwell, 
formerly of The Rice Institute, led me into American history 


in 1929, and looked after my welfare for four years thureaftor. 
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Those years, now long ago, left an abiding impress. Professor 
Charles W. Ramsdell brought me to the University of Tesus in 
1955, and watched over me until his death in 1942. My obli- 
gations to him are too multiple and too intimates to be made 

explicit. I regret much that he saw no more thun a dozgoun 

of the pages that follow. 

Upon Professor Ramsdell's death, Professor Eugene C. 
Barker consented to assume supervision of my work. He hus 
allowed me to write’my own book in my own way, a privilas:;e 
for which I return most heartfelt thanks. His suggestions 
have made that book considerably better than it was when he 
first saw it. The epilogue was written at his desire. His 
criticisms, added to those of my wife, induced me to cut in 
half the political portions of Chapter I, and shamed me into 
an abatement, if not an abandonment, of the perverse practica 
of putting my choicer thoughts in footnotes. 

My searches for information have been troublesome to a 
good many people; and I am grateful for their courtesy and 
their help. I wish especially to acknowledge the cheerful 
tolerance with which Mrs. F. X. Dugas, as parish clerk, bore 
my insistent ransacking of the Assumption Parish Kecorls; 
and the comradely aid afforded by Miss Winnie All6n and her 
ataff during the poriods of my labor in the Archives Collsc- 


tion of the Library of the University of Texas. 
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Simplified Sketch Map of the Lafourche District 


Land Map No. 1 (Highlend, Augustin, Whitmell 
and Bellevue Plantations) 


Land Map No. 2 (Madewood, Rosedale, Woodlawn, 
Pothier and Albemarle Plantations) 


Land Map No. 3 (Hermitage, Little Texas, Mt. 
Lawrence, Himelaysa, Texana and Melrose 
Plantations ) 


Abbreviated Genealogical Table 


The Pugh and Allied Plantations, 1860 (table) 


Bayou Lafourche and Adjoining Areas (section 
from 1955 edition of a map prepared by the 
Mississippi River Commission; scale, 

1;600 ,000 


Topogrephic Map of the Lafourche District from 
Paincourtville to Thibodaux, with the Pugh 
and allied plantations superimposed (Napo- 
lecnville quadrengle, edition of 1955, by 


War Department, Corps of Engineors; Titbodaux 
quadrangle, edition of 1892, by United States 
Geological Survey; scale, 1:62,500) 
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OF Th AAS 
THE PUGH PLANTATIONS, 1860-1865 
Prologue 


Land and People, 1820-1860 


Reney ties above New Orleans and fifty-seven miles 
‘below Baton Rouge an observing traveler on the Mississippi-— 
if he traveled before the twentieth century--saw on the west 
bank of the River the efflux of a considerable seusere* 
This stream was la Rividre des Chetimaches or le Bayou de 
la Fourche, called, after 1805, simply Bayou Lafourche.” 
Perhaps an old bed of the Mississippi, it now served as a 
natural canal to conduct the surplus waters of the River to 
the Gulf. For ten miles it flowed southwest; then its course 
curved to east of south, paralleling the Mississippi ata 
distance of some twenty-five miles. Its length from the 
Mississippi to the Gulf was one hundred and ten miles. 

At its effluence from the Mississippi, Bayou Lafourche 
had a width, between its natural banks, of 210 feet. Fifty- 
six miles Rory the width was 240 feet. The width during 


extreme low water was much less; 80 feet at the head of the 


—— ee 





lonis spot is marked today by the town of Donaldsonville. 


an glance at the map facing this page will show"the Poi". 
The term seems to have been applied first to the River sev 
Clements 26 18 Pourcnhe, 1. 6., within the fork, and later 


ee 


extcidisd to dusiznate the Bayou itself. 


3 
At the pressnt town of Lockport. 
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Bayou, and 120 feet fifty-six miles down. This suprisingly 
consistent width, especially at high water, made the Bayou 
resemble an artificial canal.* Variation in depth, however, 
was more considerable. At extreme low water, with the Gulf 
at mean level, the greatest depth at the head of the Bayou 
was three feet. From eleven to fifty-six miles down the 
equivalent depth was eight to ten fect. Below fifty-six 
miles the depth was still greater, though a bar, covered at 
normal tides by only seven feet of water, separated the 
mouth of the Bayou from the open Gulf. If a depréssion of 
the Gulf surface coincided with extreme low water in the 
Mississippi, &3 sometimes happened during the autumn hurri- 
cane season, the head of Bayou Lafourche might be nearly or 
quite dry. On the other hand, when the Mississippi was at 
extreme flood the same spot might show twenty-seven feet of 
water. The water carrying capacities of the upper and of the 
lower Bayou varied in significant degree. At Bayou head the 
natural banks were twenty-six feet above sea level; fifty-six 
miles down the natural banks were only eight fect above sea 
level. Obviously, a volume of water which could be confort- 
ably accomodated in the upper Bayou would overflow the nat- 


ural banks of the lower Bayou. High and low water in the 





tone resemblance was heightened by the fact that curves 
were few and gentle. 


One maxinum discharge at the head of Bayou Lafourche was 
11,500 cubic fest per second, or about one per cent of tho 
dischurse of the Mississippi. 
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Bayou depended directly upon the stages of the Mississippi. 
From January to July, inclusive, the Re usually provided 
the Bayou head with a depth of eight to twenty feet. But 
during Septenber, October, and November, and not infrequently 
during December and August, this depth tended toward the mini- 
mum of three feet. Current wes then so slight in the lower 
- Bayou that regular Guir tides were perceptible far wwidia— 
In its geology, topography, soil, climate and natural 
history Bayou Lafourche was a miniature of the lower Missia- 
Sippi. Its banks were natural levees formed by sediment 
deposits from overflows. Along the upper third of the Bayou 
the belt of land thus formed extended an average distance of 
one to two miles back on each side of the stream. The imned- 
iate edge of the Bayou had an elevation of twenty feet abova 
sea level; one-quarter of a mile back the land had fallen 
to fifteen feet, three-quarters of a mile back to ten feet, 


a mile and a quarter back to five feet; in another quarter 





Snne data in this paragraph are from A. A. Humphreys and 
H. L. Abbot, Report upon the Physics and Hydraulics of the 
Mississippi River (Washington, ea 40, 11-15, 130-30, 


—_—~o 


198-09. Humphreys and Abbot worse officers in the Corps of 
Topographical Engineers, United States ADIBY oe tile Tt report, 
submitted in 1861, was based on field work done duriug the 
'fifties., 

fhe best early nineteenth century description of Bayou 
Lafourche and the neighboring region is William Darby, A Geao- 
grephical Description of the State of Louisiana (2nd ed., Now 








York, 1817), 50-52, 79-87. fhe first edition of this work 
was published in 1816. 

In 1905 Bayou Lafourche was damnod off fron the Misr Least ppi . 
This reducod the size of its upper portion to approx} u.tely 
the low water width and depth viven above. the Lower Myatt, 
below the present town of Raceland, runing a large tidal 
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mile the swamp began. Thirty-three miles below the Missis- 
sippi the land strips on either side of the Bayou narrowed 
to scarcely more than a mile in width, Fifty-six miles down 
the strips had narrowed to a half mile, and the maximum 
elevation had fallen to fifteen feet. “Trembling prairies" 
replaced swamps in the rear of the land strips. For twenty 
miles farther the land strips gradually diminished to one- 
quarter mile in width, elevation to ten feet. Below this for 
some miles mere ridges separated the Bayou from encroaching 
salt marsh, At last even these ridges gave way, and salt 
marsh and Bayou met.” Graphically represented, the whole 


Bayou and its attendant lands resembled nothing else so much 


Teprembling prairies" are a kind of freshwater swamp, 
"the surface consisting of matted roots and decayed marsh 
vegetation, sometimes half afloat upon underground sheets of 
water. Cattle graze upon these prairies, although they 
vibrate at every tread, and the small~hoofed breeds cannot 
sustain themselves on account of the continuous paddling 
motion required for safety." Tenth Census, 1880, Cotton 
Production in the United States, Pt. I, 157. (Cf. S. i. Grisa- 
more, “Lafourche Parish", in W. H. Harris, Louisiana Prolucts, 
Rosources and Attractions (New Orleans, 1861), 170. 


Shes the folded topographic map (two sheets) in pocket 
at the end of this volume. Completes coverage of tne Bayou 
requires United States Geological Survey, Topographic Mips 
(Louisiana), Donaldsonville, Thibodaux, Lac dos Alloimanis, 
Houma, Cut-off, Lake Felicity, Creole, and Chenatere Cuninada 
sheets (1892-94); and United States War Dopurtuent, Corps of 
Engineers, Topographic Maps (Louisiana), \hite Castle and 
Napoleonville Quadrangles (1933, 1956). ‘The above descrtp- 
tion of elevation and land width is very guneralized. lor 
much of the first thirty-three miles (to the present town of 
Thibodaux) land on the right (west) bank extended consider- 
ably farther back than did land on the lert (east) bunk, 
while the reverse was true for the noxt sixteen miles (to 
the present town of Raceland). 
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as a@ snake with head butted against the Mississippi and 
tail trailing almost in the Gulf. 

The soils deposited by Bayou Lafourche were entirely 
alluvial; eventually they were to be classified as "Wissis- 
sippi Alluvium, First Bottom Soils", As sediments from a 
moving stream, their nature varied with their distance from 
the watercourse and their position in relation to its curves, 
Front soils, and especially soils on the outside of curves, 
were deposits from fast-moving water, and were therefore 
composed of the largest particles, making them “Sandy Lands", 
Back soils, and especially soils on the inside of curves, 
were deposits from Slow-moving water, and were therefore 
composed of the smallest particles, making them "Black Landst 
or Terre Gras{se).° The two soil types of course often shaded 
one into the other, forming a "mixed" soil. Classified by 
texture, the soils ran from very fine sandy loam near the 


Bayou through silt loam, loan, sandy clay loam, clay loan, 





83011 Scientists of a later day called the "Sandy Lands" 
soils of the Yazoo Series, the "Black Lands", soils of the 
Sharkey Series. Fora description of the two types, see A, 
M. O'Neal and others, Soil Fertility Investizations, Sucer 


Cane District of Louisiana (Agricultural kxperimont StatLon, 


ee ee 


Baton Kouge, Louisiana Bulletin No. eee, fL951L) 5.7. A more 








generalized description of Sharkey soils will be found in ii 
H. Beunett, The Soils and Agriculture of the South Phiiehes 
(New York, 1921). Unfortunately, the carserul descriptions 
and magnificent maps of the Soil Surveys, conducted by the 
United States Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, do not as yout 
cover any of the parishes of the Bayou Lafourche district. 

ror a description of Bayou soils by a veteran Dig cst. 
see W. W. Pugh, "Assumption Parish", in Harris, Louist: 
Products, 105. 
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and silty clay loam to clay in the awampa.2° Both general 
types of soil boasted a surpassing fertility, but when they 
came to be cleared and BHT NTS a the black land, once its 
original woodland humis was reduced, proved inferior in 
drainage and tractability. Sandy land and black land alike 
were permanent soils, exempt from the ravages of erosion. 
this magnificent soil endowment was accompanied by a 
semi-tropical climate. The mean summer temperature (June- 
September) ranged from 78° to 82°, with forty-four days show- 
ing a temperature of 90° or above, four days rising to at 
least 95°. Mean winter temperatures (December-lebruary) were 
from 50° to 55°. In very exceptional winters temperatures 
below 10° might occur, but in three years out of four the 
minimum remained above 20°, and during an average winter not 
many more than five days witnessed freezing weathor. +? Mean 
temperatures for March and November were 60° to 63°, for 
April, May and October, 68° to 75°. The length of the grow- 
ing season was two hundred and fifty-three to two hundred 
and sixty-nine days, with the first killing frost about Nov- 
ember 17-25, the last killing frost about February 27-March 


5. Mean annual rainfall was 57 in. to 60 in. within a normal 


l0y¢ goes almost without saying that crevasses, chanoes in 
stream bed, and other factors frequently upset the schematic 
arrangement of soil types and textures described abovoa. 


emit five day average is from a fifty-five yoar record at 
New Orleans. Freezes occurred somewhat more frequently on 
upper Bayou Lafourche. ‘he climate of the lower Bayou ws 
appreciably warmer than the climate of the upper Bayou. 
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range of 40 in. to 70 “i Sas June, July, and August were the 
rainiest months with 5.47 in., 7.47 in., and 6.24 in. respec- 
tively. ‘the driest months were October (3.64 in.) and Novem- 
ber (3.37 in.), followed by a secondary winter rainy season, 
March was dry, but April and May were moderately wet. During 
the summer months thunder showers brought rain almost every 
other day; in fall in rained one day in four, in winter and 
Spring, one day in three. Such averages did not, however, 
bind the weather; rather commonly "dry spells" in wet seasons 
and "wet spells" in dry seasons upset the soundest expectu- 
‘Sokaya seen 

A combination of warm, damp climate and fertile soil 
insured luxuriant vegetation. Above the domains of sex marsh 
and trembling prairie the whole Bayou Lafourche district in 
virgin state was densely wooded. The typical trees of the 
deep swamp were cypress and turpelo interspersed with occa- 
Sional red maple and water ash. Lands subject to annual 


innundation were covered with cypress, tupelo, maple, ash, 


barre high and the low records at New Orleans are 85.73 
in, and 51.07 in. respectively. 


The preceding paragraph is based fargely ObyW 24F < 
“Donald, A study of Weather Influences on Sugar Cane Proine- 


—_—~+— ee ee ate ee 


Citte nee Louis jana (reprinted from ‘ithe Plan tor and Sus ‘ap Loin 
fucturer, May £9, 1926- ~ PLL Vel 7, gel 26,) 2) Gab Weee Melomuie!s 
uverupges cover the years 1890-1924. Longor records for haw 
Orleans alone may be found in Louisiana Department of Concer- 
vation, Handbook (ed. by J. P. Guillot and N. kk. Simonei.., 
NOrror Waaie, 21955) yl Pools eC Os Paul bin, -Atbeswod?) tha 
Historical Geography of tl the United States (Washington, 952), 


plates < MS is also worth consulting. 
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sweet gum, elm, hickory, peceennon. honey locust, hackberry, 
pecan, sycamore, box elder, and several varities of oak. 
Many of these same trees, with such additions as live abe 
and magnolia, crowded the higher land. Outside the decper 
swamps immense cane brakes and patches of palmetto supple- 
mented the trees. Vines were almost everywhere; the green 
brier especially insured trouble for those who had “either 
to clear the land, or pass through these entangled woods . 14 
The banks of Bayou Lafourche formed the largest belt of 
potential agricultural land between the banks of the Missis- 
Sippi on the east and the Attakapas or Bayou Teche country 
across the Atchafalaya Basin to the west. Yet Bayou Lefourciie 
was by no means the sole land area. Subsidiary bayous rising 
usually in the swamps a few miles back from the larger Bayou, 
had each its minute or considerable strip of land. Such 
bayous began as tiny streams, often dry in summer and autuinn, 
and gradually increased in depth and breadth. Innundations 
converted them into large channels serving as outlets for the 
Mississippi flood-waters. Many of them ran to the Gulf or 


merged with other streams which ran to the Gulf. A few 





Seedaecae Geographical Description, 83. Darby gives (pp. 
80-83) a long list of trees and smaller plants; his proudly 
paraded Latin names are rendered intellizble to the 1lsy reader 
by the “Vocabulary of Terms used in This Work" (pp. 252-20). 
Further data on trees and native vegetation are found in 
André LeBlanc, “the Parish of Assumption", De Bow's Rovicw, 
1x (Soptenber, 1850), 288-89; G. W. Plorce, Wigprabonne" 
De Bow's Reviow, XI (December, 1651), 604, "609; Anan ). He 
Foster, Forest _ Conditions in Louisiana (U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service, Bulletin — 114, 1912), 14. 
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connected lakes, and others began or ended in lakes. The 
bayous of more than nominal consequence numbered about twenty. 
Most important among ian were Bayous ‘'errebonne, Black, Blue, 
du Large, Chacahoula, Petit Caillou, and Grand Caillou. The 
headwaters of Bayous Terrebonne, Black, and Blue wes Slightly 
south of Bayou Lafourche at a point about thirty-three miles 
from the Mammal dot toes individually or in conjunction?® 
these bayous afforded a body of high lend approaching in area 
the main land belt along Bayou Lafourche. No comparable mass 
of land was found elsewhere, but there were many scattered 
strips, called praiés,2" along the banks of the smaller bay- 
ous and the shores of the lakes. A few of the brftlés lay so 
close to Bayou Lafourche that their lands were contiguous to 
the lands along the Bayou. Of such character were the banks 


of the Attakapas Canai, 28 and the Briilés St. Vincent, Big 





155n6 other bayous were branches or closely related streams 
beginning farther south. 


16 | 
At certain points, especially near the present town of 
Houma, two or more bayous came so close together that their 
banks crowded out all Swamps between them. 


7 A: 

From brailer, to burn. The spelling frequently dereneisated 
into “brulee” or "bruly". Presumably the name arose becsuso 
these lands were burned over in the early period of settle- 
ment. 


LO oie Attakapas Canal connected Bayou Lafourche with Lake 
Verret, whence the voyager could go by lake and bayou to 
Bayou Teche. It was one of the more important early routes 
to the Attakapas and Opelousas districts. Berquin-Duvalion, 
Vue de la Colonie Espagnole du Missiasiffpi, ou des Provinces 


de lu Louisiane et Floride Occidentale (aris, 1603), 53; "An 
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(conmunicated to Congress November 14, 
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Texas, and Little Texas. Wherever they lay, these minor 
areas—as well as Bayous Terrebonne, Black, Blue, du Large, 
Chacahoula, and the Caillous—duplicated in all essentials 
the topography, soil, and vegetation of Bayou Lafourche itself. 
In terms of human use the dominant feature of the whole ragion 
was its watercourses; about them all life must ariel 

The Pughs came to this semi-tropical delta land a century 
and a half after the establishment of the Pugh family in 
America. Their first American forbear was one of three Welsh 
brothers who settled near Norfolk, Va., in 1666. By the end 
of the eighteenth century the family center had shifted to 
the Albemarle Sound region of North Carolina. ‘There the 
Pughs had intermarried with substantial families, and had 


prospered as dete 


1805), in American State Papers, Miscellaneous, I (Washing- 

ton, 1834), 345; Amos Stoddard, Sketches, iistorical and Deserty 
tive, of of Louisiana (Philadelphia, 1612), 167-68; William barby, 
the kmigrent's Guide to the Western and_ Southwestern rh States 
moa? er rritories (New York, 1616), 44. The Spaniards had made 
the Canad - by digging a short channel to connect Bayou Lafrourds 
with a larze bayou emptying into Lake Verret. Eventually the 
water passing through the Canal "was found to be injurious to 
the plantations situated on its banks) and =the cara een te fF 











great opposition, was closed by order "of the police jury." 
W. We-Pugh, "Bayou Lafourche From 1835 to 1U40—Its Inhabli- 
tunts, Customs and Pursuits", The Louisiana. Pinnter and Ssupar 
Manufacturor, I (October 13, 1888), 167. 

19 


On the subject of the preceding paragraph Darby, Gco- 
prephical Description, 51-52, 83-87, and Tenth Consus, L630, 
Cotton rrojuction in’ the “United Sele tes, Part i, 155~0 ee 7, 
ara hulprul. Seé also Gris samore, Weafourche Parish" ,. THe ney 
ris, Louisiana Products, 169-70; "and Prerca’, IRE BBOhh ol 
De Bows. _Keview, Xt; ~ 605= O04. 
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The three men who moved to lower Louisiana in 1816 were 
sons of William Scott Pugh of Bertie County. ‘The eldest, 
Whitmell Hill Pugh (1781-1834) ,“+ physician, had sat under 
Benjamin Rush at medical college in Philadelphia. He was a 
man of good intellect with a gentlemanly interest in public 
affairs. Sanguine and energetic, he did not, according to 
his son, “allow himself to be overcome by pecuniary troubles," 
At the time of the removal he was thirty-seven years old and 
the father of four children. His wife, Mary Whitmell Bryan 
(1779-1854) ,°* Deas Aganiia ts woman" older than her husband. 

The next of the migrants, Augustin Pugh (1783-1853), most 
obscure of the Pugh men, had meagre or ineffective formal 
education, a Ree cacy which perhaps accounted for the 
slightness of his participation in anything other than his 


oe 
own plantation affairs. His thorough competence in this 


contain copious material (running into some hundreds of pages) 
on the genealogy of the Pugh and related families in North 
Carolina. 


gottonod for his uncle and patron, Whitmell Hill, a wealtiiy 
planter (130 slaves in 1790) who had seen mach public service. 


Cf. Biographical Directory of the American Congress, 17'/4- 
1927 (Washington, 1928), 1099. 


“2she came of a politically-minded family. Two of her 
5oO 


brothers served short terms in Congress. Ibid., 752, under 
Henry H. Bryan and Joseph H. Bryan. 


ath only known specimen of his hand, aside from nunerous 
signatures, is a receipt acknowledging payment by Nademe Duvrar 
(1. 6., Dugas] "for a negrow gurl sold hur by me in Jannuary 
1630". Such spelling was comuon enough in 1830, but it was 
rerely employed by persons who had much schooling. 
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private realm the years would demonstrate. At the time of 
leaving North Carolina Augustin was thirty-four, but his 
wife and cousin, Cynthia Pugh (born about 1799, died 1860), 
was still in her ‘teens and had borne only one or two of her 
destined dozen children. 
3 Thomas Pugh (1796-1852), half brother of Augustin and Dr. 
"Whitmeli,~* had intended to enter a profession, but his stud- 
ies at the University of North Carolina were interrupted in 
his junior year (1816) by a clash between Republican students 
and Federalist faculty which led to the suspension of some 
fifteen recalcitrant students, of whom Thomas Pugh was one. 
The suspension was rather creditable to Thomas than other- 
wise, but it did upset his plans, and the upset"was probably 
the prime cause of his removel" to TOM silent ac In 1818 Thomas 
was a bachelor of twenty-two whose comparative youth and 
inexperience were more than balanced by his solid ability. 
The causes and circumstances of the migration were 


recorded some seventy-five yoars after the event by Dr. 


24 
Whitmell and Augustin were sons of W. S. Pugh and Win- 
nifrod Hill. Thomas was the only son of W. S. Pugh and his 
second wife, klizabeth Bryan. 


2K W. Pugh, “Reminiscences of an Old Fogy" (published 
serially in tne Assumption Pioneer, Napoleonville, La., 1&81- 


tebe), «cha. 7-S>KempyP. Battle; History of the Univorsity 





Pee cet erolines(covols. / Raleigh. 190704912), 1, Lvod-d%. 
Fublic opinion was strongly on the side of tie studouts 
poyolved #n the TioL" S98 WleWLOPunh Saysethatetnose, wiiw cure 
home were "recaived with pride by their admiring Priciuis 


and parents," 
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Whitmell's son, William Whitmell Hill Pugh (1811-19068). 
According to William W. Pugh, his fathor for two or three 
years prior to 1818 had "largely engaged in a pork specula- 
Er onfute This venture came to an unfortunate end when Pugh's 
factor “failed fullhanded", causing Pugh "great pecuniary 
loss and embarrassment." The doctor was, moreover, becoming 
"tired with the labor and ©xposure attending an extensive 
country practice". Consequently, 


he looked around for means to repair his wasted fortune. 
About this time a history of Louisiana by Darby, a United 
States Surveyor was published, which gave a detailed (ana 
has been proved) a very correct account of the new Stats 
of Louisiana and the great agricultural resources which 
it offered to settlers. (27) This description attractsa 
the attention of my father, and that of his two brothers, 
Augustin and Thomas, and his friend Dr. Benjamin Ballard, 
and they decided to seek a home in the new state. 


The brothers were the owners of many slaves [upwards 
of one hundred, probably about one hundred and fifty] 
and large tracts of land (also spoken of as "a few hun- 
dred acres"], which had once been fertile, but owing to 
the common custom of that day, of taking all from the 
fields and returning nothing, they had ceased to be 
productive. 


It did not require a long time to dispose of their pos- 
se3ssions—the negroes in part were placed in charve of 
Thomas, who took them to Nashville, Vennessee by land 
and he purchased a keel boat, and landed them at Plaque- 
mines; then to the Attakapas section, via Bayou Plaquamine 





her converted hogs bought from his neighbors into bacon 
"cured in large houses erected on his premises and at'terwards 
hauled in his own wagons to Richmond, Va., where he found a 
market." | 
et 
Derdy's two books are cited ROOVb2a Dn ttomne 6 laine) 5.) 1A~ 


n. 18. Push obviously refers to the Goo raphical Deseri:tion 


iT 
he. o oe _—o + 


of the stato of Louisiana, first published tn 181.. 
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and the lakes. A portion of the slaves were shipped 

from Norfolk to New Orleans, which point they roeuctied 

after a long and tedious trip-their sufferings [troia 

"ship fever"] were great from long confinement on bourd 
the vessel, and great mortality followed their arrival 

on the Teche. Colonel Augustin Puzh took charge ot the 

families of whites consisting of his stap mother, my 

mother and sisters and his own PEMOLY ponies 
On the way out Dr. Whitmell's wife and daughters tarried with 
Mrs. Pugh's sister at Turnerville, Robertson County, ‘enn, 
Dr. Whitmell had remained in Carolina "to wind up his bust- 
ness", In October he and son William arrived in Turnerville 
res 
to escort their womenfolk to Louisiana. 

On the ‘'eche the Pugh brothers rented land later famous 
as Alexander Porter's Oaklawn Plantation, near Franklin.~2 
The Leche country did not please the Pughs. One reason was 
the heavy mortality among their Negroes. Another, no doubt, 
was what they learned about the Lafourche, a little known 
region equal to the Teche in promise, and much more convenisnt 


to New Orleans. The brothers made one crop, presumably 


unprofitable, on the Teche; then, early in 1820, thoy nioved 





[?) 
ean and son had come from North Carolina in "a stiek 


gig, without top or springs". The mode of travel on to Louls- 
jana is not recorded, 

the narrative and quotations above are from W. W. Pussh, 
"A Sketch of tne Life of. My Father" (written about 1890), 
W. We. Puxh Papers. The "Sketch" exists in two somewhat 
varlant form3, one a typescript copy, the other a dratt in 
Pugin. 


“Vy, We Pugh, "Sketch", and "Genealogy of the Pugh family" 





(written about 1880-1890), W. W. Purh Papers. On Oalliiwa soa 
W. li. stephenson, Alexander Porter (saton Rouze, 1934), lls- 


i ee 

2?) 

WO lease has been found in the St. Mary Parish Records. 
This is not strango, since leases were very conmonly passe. 
ubndcr private signature and not recorded. 
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eastward to Bayou Lafourche.” 

A short move like that of the Pughs from the Teche, common 
in all Southern migration, was peculiarly typical of the 
American immigrants Hee i aiio into the Lafourche district. 
Never a route of through travel, nor @ pawn among nations, 
always sandwiched between the famed ‘eche and the wondrous 
Mississippi, Bayou Lafourche went its way, both early and 
late, with little attention from the wide worla.°t Con3se- 
quently it seldom drew immigrants from afar. A very high 
proportion of the planters who moved to the Lafourche country 
came, like the Pughs, from neighboring or nearly neighboring 
Breds + 

The Pughs were among the pioneer "American" planters on 
Lafourche .°° But they found the banks of the Bayou already 


thickly settled for fifty-odd miles below the Mississippi. 





gon W. Pugh's narratives of the events of 1818-1820 pre- 
sent some minor problems. He was not sure whether the Purths 
came to the leche in 1818 or in 1819, and whether they wade 
ones crop or two crops on the ‘'eche. There is ample reason 
for believing that they came in 1818, and that they mude 
only one crop, that of 1819, on the ‘'eche, The nature of 
their crop is uncertain. W. W. Push says that tne brothers 
rented a suzar plantation and made suyrar,. One aWess 
direct evidence points toward cotton instead. 


J ven the ubiquitous Yankee inspector, l'. L. Olmsted, ata 
not get there. 


9 , 
92 especially from the Florida parishes of Louisiana aid the 
southera Kiver counties of Mississippi. 


O35 
The Census of 1820, manuscript returns for Louisians, in 
Bureau of Census, Department of COtMmancey, Wolsii ng tone D.C. 
ShowS in Assumption Parish only a dozsa heads of feuitilios 


Whose NuaaGcs are British or “American®, 
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The people were Creoles~* mostly Acadians, owning family famas 
of some 100 or 200 acres each. ‘these farms, not too arduously 
worked, had seldom been cleared to more than half their depth, 
The market crop was cotton,» with only eight or ten sugar 
houses heralding the future king. More important to the 
Creoles than cotton were their corn, rice, potatoés, and gar- 
den truck, their cattle and poultry, their fish and game. 

The slave population had very largely increased since 1810, 
and stood at 29% of total population, but almost all slave- 
holdings remained extremely small” Two churches (Roman Cath- 
olic) and two postoffices served the entire Beyou. French 


was the language of the country.’ of towns there were none, 





“4 creole! is here used in the sense proper to Louisiana, 
i. @., to mean a "white descendant of the French or Spanish 
settlers of Louisiana or some other of the Gulf States, pre- 
serving their speech and culture" (Webster). "“Acadian® prop- 
erly refers only to one whose forbears came from Acadia, aid 
1s so used here. But in areas where Acadians predominate 
the term "Acadian" is likely to become almost synonyinous 
with "Creole", ‘he relation of "Cajun" to "Acadian" 45 
roughly the same as that of "niggor™ to "Nesro", 


But excessive rainfall, insects, and rot made cotton 
growing along Lafourche very precarious business, as planters 
re-discovered to their sorrow in the 'sixties. 


56 
Among the 160 slaveholders in Assumption Parish in 1820, 
only ten owned more than 15 slaves and only one owned more 
than 50. : 


W. W. Pugh's reminiscences show pretty clearly that the 
"American" immigrants assumed, as kng¢lish speaking people co, 
that thoir neighbors ought to learn Inglish forthwith. ‘ims 
he reyvarks of hichel Bourgeois, who owned a farm adjoinia: 
Dr. wiiltusll's Now Hope Plantation, that "in a few months hi 
and @1l tné néubers of his family acquired sufficient hinwl- 
vise of Loglish to make our intercourse quite pleasant." 
Iventuatly must planters and their tamilies learnod Franch, 
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and Bess were few. Blue cottonade of home manuracture wus 
standard dress, Trading boats plied from door to door swap- 
ping petty merchandise such as calicoes for farin produce. A 
Schooner conveyed goods to and from New Orleans. All in adi, 
the society was primitive, and worldly observers were prone 
to speak unkindly of the Acadian's food and his house, his 
ignorance and his indolence. ‘he quality of his food and of 
his house might be debated. No one denied his ignorance and 
his indolence. Nor did they deny that he was Singularly 


happy. Looking back long after, William W. Pugh wrote; 
period 
At that/#### the inhabitants of the bayou constituted 

a@ happy and contented population. In the possession of 
a fertile soil, in the midst of lakes well filled with 
fish and the resort of ducks, cranes and Eeese:> Jo0rests 
abounding with wild beasts of every description, there 
was nothing left for them to ask for. That was the duy 
for balls, when partners, to insure impartiality, were 
selected by drawing from two packs of cards, and all 
were invited to attend by firing a gun at the front 
gate to call the attention of the inmates and the 
announcement to them of Bal ce soir. 53) 








but whether more as a literary accomplishment or as a tool 
for conversation is hard to say. 


985 stween 1881 and 1903 W. W. Pugh wrote various accounts, 
some rather full, of life on the Bayou from 1820 to 1860. 
The more important of these are "Reminiscences of an Old PORY 
published serially (19 chapters) in the Assumption Pioneer 





(Napoleonville, La.), 1881-82; "Bayou Cal ob cties Sees 
1855-1860]~Its Inhabitants, Customs and PU Urs eed Ph art 
s6rially (5 instalments) in The Louisiana Franter and ousar 


Manufacturer, I, 143, 157, LOG LOS NYO" (SBA temper fr. uetet 
BGT, Ci) + '186B')+ PReebilections of an Old Citizen of Bayou 
Lafourche and its Inhabitants from the Vout aoe "tO ee 2 
published in The Weekly thibodaux Sentinel, Ausust 15, 1003 


(a MS draft or copy, Varying somewhat from the printed vir- 
Sion, is in W. W. Push Papers): and "From 1825 to 1205 on 
Bayou Lafourche", a five page MS (incomplete; written about 


1595) in W. W. Pugh Papers. The quotation above is fro. 










iat 
ah! 


A .0Om ey ed 

ffa wnt TfA  eane 10 w Mme = ye 
evevisedo YEiiow baa 
‘ce beet ee! ae kheok ort "Ee 


ei 
» ett .eomelobal elf Bas 


Pee A ap 





i 


ou setadeb ed tdpim eevon & 
Sth got .eonetobnd atid 


jool .¥qqsa 


ta 


The system of land division on Lafourche-a matter of 
cardinal importance to the Pughs—was well adapted to riparian 
ownership. Each tract was described in terms of Seront. 
"depth", and "opening" or "closing" of the side lines. 
"Front" meant the width of the tract on the Bayou bank. 


"Depth" was the distance from the Bayou to the rear boundary 


~ 


of the tract. ‘his distance was uniformly forty arpents.°! 


"Opening" or "closing" of the lines referred to the deyree 


ee 


"Reminiscences", ch. 1. 

Life on Lafourche did not change much from 1803 to 1820. 
Hence the descriptions. of rural Louisiana in the books evoked 
by the Louisiana purchase are in large measure valid for the 
Bayou region in 1820. ‘hese descriptions are ably condénssid 
in W. 0. Scroggs, “Rural Life in the Lower Wississippi Valley 
about 1805", Mississippi Valley Historical Association, iro- 
cseding3, VIII (1914-15), 262-77. 

“rhe arpent, as a lineal measure, is commonly reckoned at 
192 feet (English). Either as a measure Of length) or of area 
it is about 84.69% of an acre. 

The tracts fronting on the Bayou with a depth of Porty 
arpents wore called "first concessions" or "front concessions", 
Occupants of front concessions claimed an eventual right to 
trects of forty arpents more in the rear of their holdinss, 

1. 6., to “back concessions" or "doubies concessions", Such 
Claims were said to be valid under the Spanish land system, 
but prior to 1603 the front concessions were only slishily 
cleared, and no actual grants of double CONCOSSLONS Were 

made. The land in question therefore passed into posscasion 
of the United States. After Jong delay the Ui ted Sta thik 
recognized the claim of the ripariun owner to the Conte se on— 
cession by pranting him a preémption ri¢ht thereen. 

Private cléims encompassed most of the povential ly mrehie 
lind in the Lafourche Gistrict,.but a mich Broster pried lend 
area, principally swamp, lay in the biblic domain, Tis pub- 
dic land was surveyed by the United States on the usuil 
rectangular system. The attempt to mesh this system with the 
éxisting private claims and with the peculiaup topography c1 
lowér Loulsiana produced sections of BGe GLY ev Gi yasliane gal 
size excejit 640 acres SQUGTO. Shor aeiwuiresanete of the cy ’r- 
cone sce the left hand sheet of the topo::raphic Map dn poechet 
at the end of this voluine. 
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of paréllelism of the side boundaries. Drawn approximately 
perpendicular to the stream, these boundaries were paraiilel 
where the stream was Straight, but converging on the inside 
of a curve, diverging on the outside of a curve. Consequently 
two tracts of the same frontage might have very different 
areas, though common usage obscured this fact by describing 
tracts solely in terms of number of arpents front. Title to 
all lands on Bayou Lafourche derived from the provinciel 
Spanish government, usually through order of survey or euth- 
orized settlement. These original front Grants possessed 
normally a width of four or six to eight arpents on the reg- 
ular depth of forty arpents, though on the lower Eayou, where 
the land strip was very narrow, much larger grants had sone- 
times been made. Typical landholdings remained in 1820 very 
mich as they had been in 1803. Splitting up of original 
grants, often within families, had increased the number of 
Small tracts, but the average holding was not far from five 
arpents front, the normal range three to eipnt aArpeuts . 

On Bayou Lafourche each of the Pugh brothers went his 
Separate way. Dr. Whitmell purchased from iianuel Earr (or 
Barre), February 5, 1820, “une habitation" of tour arpents 
front, containing 185 acres, located on the left bank of 
Bayou Lefourche about 18 "lieues" from the Mississippi and 
about 18 miles below the site of the future town of Thibcduux. 
the doctor was obviously hard up; he could pay $300 down in 


liarch, but the subsequent payments were to be in the for. of 
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one young Negro or Negress a year for four years 29 mig was 
an unpleasant bargain, for parting with Negroes ran against 
both conscience and good judgment, Hapspbyaey. Whitinel1 
found another tract close to the Barr land which could be 
had on better terms. In May, 1820, he cancelled his agree- 
ment with Barr, *> and purchased from William Field a Planta- 


tion of eight arpents front, containing 307 acres, about 





#01 afourche Parish Records (Thibodaux, La.), Original Acts, 
1820, pp. 42-44. 

The slaves were to be 10 to 20 years of age. The schedule 
of delivery called for a Negro in March, 1821; a Negress in 
March, 1822; a Negro in March 1825; and a Negress in March, 
1824. Pugh might postpone delivery of the last Negress until 
1625, but in that case he mst pay interest at 10% on $1,000 
from March, 1824, until delivery. 

Until well past 1860 all real property on Bayou Lafourche 
was sold on annual instalments, usually three to five in num 
ber. Payment fell due “in all the month of March", which 
meant April 1, making that day a universal "pay day". A first 
payment might be made at the time of Sale if the purchaser 
took immediate delivery; but even the first payment was often 
deferred until the March following the sale. Almost invari- 
ably the annual payments were in equal amounts calculated by 
dividing the purchase price or balance due by the number of 
instalments (6. g., $1,000 to be paid in three years was paid 
at the rate of $333.33 per year). The annual instalments came 
to be represented by notes maturing when the payments were due, 
The notes bore interest at 10% (later 8%) after maturity. 
this customary mode of land transfer was beautifully aaupted 
to plantation expansion. The planter could pay for land while 
he used it; and, if his purchases wore not inuioderate, the 
risk was slight. The choice of "pay day" (April 1) obvicusly 
had its origin in the Crop cycle. The proceeds of the plo~ 
vious year's cotton or sugar were in by April 1 but not nuch 
before. By 1900, when Sugar was marketed much more quickly, 
obligations were often arranged to fall due January 1, 





“yee of May 11, 1820, ibid., 2353-35. Pugh was to retain 
the Barr land until January 1, 1821, In the interval he 
mislt remove Negro cabins, lumber, and fences except the 
nea Gt garden and front fences. Barr presumably kept Puh's 





400 down payment as rent, 
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equally divided between swamp land and land that was or could 
be cultivated. The price was $3,300, of which $3,000 should 


be paid by the labor of twenty of Pugh's Nevroes, half men 


9 
and half women, from February 1, 1820, to Februery lanp oan 


Thus Dr. Whitmell acquired the basic tract for his New Hope 


Plantation. *© 


Augustin Pugh forecast better than Dr. Whitmel] the 
"Pature center of Pugh planting. With characteristic shrewd- 
ness he selected a magnificent tract of land on the right 
(west) bank of Bayou Lafourche in Assumption Parish only 1l 
miles below the Mississippi. For $12 acres he paid ea iv 


Somerville $7,000 on relatively short credit; $2,000 down, 


$2,500 in March, 1821, and $2,500 in March, 1822.74 ‘his land 


42 act of May 3, 1820, ibid., 206-08. The balance of $300 
was to be paid in March, 1821. A receipt written across the 
face of the act and another in Conveyances[, Book) C, 179, 
show that Pugh paid May 2, 1821, yc2l1.66 2/3 on account, and 
in May, 1622, made final settlement by payment of #150. 

Tho initial date of the labor period of the Negroes (leb- 
rueary 1, 1820) shows that Dr. Whitmell] had hired 20 of his 
Negroes to Field even before he bought Barr's land. ‘the 
hiring out was probably not much inconvenience to Pugh, for 
he had more Negroes than‘he was likely to need to raise cot- 
ton and corn on what land he was then in a position to buy. 








ehhe name “New Hope" suggests that the plantation was so- 
Cau.ea irom the outsec.” In other cases. it is often impossi- 
bléegto tell when plantations first acquired their nanes. . by 
1650 most large plantations were well established, and so 
were their names. Names and forms have now coexisted long 
enourh that one feels them immtable. ‘The plantation is no 
Wepemurrcl UO. fond. DUL- AN envity with A, characrer, ol iis, own. 
THe entity ena not a Tittic of the character transcend gen- 
erations and changing owners. 


a4 i$ of April 8, 1820, Assumption Parish Records (Napole- 
onville, La.), Conveyance Book No. 2, p. 42. A certificate 
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formed the nucleus of Augustin Plantation. 
Thomas Pugh was a year behind his brothers in setting up 


as a planter on Lafourche. *” 


At the beginning of 1821 he 
began working two small plantations across the Bayou from 
Augustin. The smaller he held on lease for one year, the 


larger, for three years, 7° At the end of three years ‘Thomas 





recorded with the act of sale shows that Somerville had 
received payment in full by 1827 if not before. 

For a plot of the land see tract A on Land Map No. l 
(bound with this chapter). The value of this land was much 
enhanced by the fact that it carried a preémption right to a 
section of government land immediately in the rear (tract B 
on Land Map No. 1). In 1822 Pugh was allowed to purchase 
this section from the United States, thereby obtainins 610 
acres, all potentially arable, for ‘1, 20 per acre. 

Before the Somerville purchase Augustin Pugh had leased 
from Guillaume wollere, February 21, 1820, a smali tract of 
land (one arpent front. on a depth of forty arpents, the lines 
opening) a mile or two above the Somerville lund. ‘The torn 
was one year (to February 15, 1821), the consideration “LOO 
himparvdeinewarch, 18cl", 3120 if paid later. - Moles, agrted 
to keep up the levee, and to lend Pugh his pirogue for cross-~ 


ing the Bayou. Assumption Parish Records, Records de Mamille 


1788[-]1840, p. 165. 


45:-homas's whereabouts in 1820 mst be a matter of conjec- 
ture. The absence of his name from both the census returns 
and the parish records is fairly conclusive proof that he was 
not an independent proprietor on Lafourche. He may have bosn 
still on the Teche, or living with one of his brothers, or 
back in North Carolina. 


46s erre Amirati to Pugh, lease, January 9, 1821, and Ainé 
Guillet, representing Girod Fréres, to Puch, lease, ileay 2b, 
1e2h, ibid., DO. 166-003 for the smatier place, which con- 
te ined about 100 acres (not all cleared) Pugh agreod to psy 
“100 in January, 1822. He obligated himself to repair the 
Bayou levee in front and to build sevon arpents of Teco for 
which Amirati would furnish the pickets. he might take from 
the uncleared land what firewood and timber he needed. bor 


the larger place, which contained 153 acres, Pugh agreed to 
pay $100 for the first year and $200 a yoar for the not two 


ycars. If ho chose to clear for cultivation le to di arypents 
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was ready to atart his own plantation. Like Augustin, he had 
a keen eye for land. He chose a small Creole plantation of 
five arpents front in the midst of a fine stretch of soil on 
the left fecat) bank of Bayou Lafourche two Hy 1 as Daven the 
Assumption Parish courthouse. ‘his lend was seven miles 
below Augustin's and 18 miles from the Mississippi. Dr. Whit- 
mell's New Hope was 35 miles farther down the Bayou. For £00 
acres, with buildings and improvements, Thomas paid Pierre 
Aubert $9,000 in ten equal annual instalments beginning in 
March, 1824.7’ This purchase was the first step in the build- 
ing of Madewood Plantation. 

The chief asset of the Pughs when they began on Bayou 
Lafourche was their slaves. Of these, even after losss3 on 
the Teche, Dr. Whitmell had 67, secanyzgsaivay 42, and Thomas, per- 


48 
haps 20. Modest enough in older areas or later years, such 





of the land, he should receive a credit of ¢3 per arpent on 
the lease money. He obligated himself to keep up the levee 
and the bridges and to build a good and solid fence around 
the land. | } 


47,0t of November 4, 1823, Conveyance Book No, 2, p- LO Te 
tract TA on Land Map No. 2 (bound with this chapter). lugh 
might if he chose furnish Aubert 200 bu. OL, Gorin imi pe ererro I 
#100 on each annual payment. The plantation was paid tor by 
the end of the stipulated period. Aubert to Pugh, quittanco, 
January 24, 1833, Acts of Sale 1806 to 1&54, pp. 4)4-(-iiia). 

48. from 

The holdings of Augustin and Dr. Whitmell are/Céenius oF 





1620, manuscript returns for Louisiana, Assumption and bLiftourcics 


Parishos. Thomas was apparently not on the Bayou in the sur- 
mer of 1820, and the number of slaves above sugrected for fh: 
fs a wore guess, though probably not a Hace Oli.) ks. wire tint Ti! 8 
holdins may not have been exactly what the “census shows. 

Ywouty of his Negroes were hired out in 1820 to Willddiug iwi. 
{ft tho cengus taker followed instructions, these Negroes: Wore 
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holdings on Lafourche in 1820 were ample instruments for 
pyramiding to great fortune. 

In their first years on Bayou Lafourche the Pughs made 
headway slowly. Tea mist be cleared, and buildings erected. 
Cotton and corn, at first the main crops, did not pay well. 
To avoid selling slaves, an act which he "conscientiously 
opposed", pr, Whitmell had to live "not only economically, 
but closely". His problem was the more serious because he 
had four children of school age; "to save money (which he had 
not to spare) he employed teachers who lived in his family 
and gave lessons to the children,"*9 In 1825 Diy. avid tel 1 
took his family back to North Caroline. His aera the two 
younger girls were put to school. His wife and their eldest 
daughter, of marriageable age, "visited" relatives. There- 
after Dr. Whitmell spent his summers in North Carolina and 
his winters on New Hope. His brothers Augustin and Mhomus 
remained the year ‘round on their plantations. Augustin's 


children, arriving bienially, were still ta young to pose 





enumerated under Field, not under Pugh. Hence Dr. Whitimell 
may have owned 87, instead of 67, Negroes. On the other 
hand, Thomas's Negroes may possibly have been with Dr. \Whit- 
mell's in 1820. But this is sheer speculation, whersus the 
hiring out to Field is documented fact. One cun be nenrly 
certain that Dr. Whitmell had at least 67 Négroes, and the 
chances areé good that he owned 87, 


49¥y | W. Pugh, "Sketch of the Life of My Father" (15 varsioan). 
Dr. Whitmell's only son, William, was sent in his twelfih ycar 
(1823) to Assumption Parish to a school of some forty runils 
taught by Jean Petit, "a pood linguist, a great talker," sud 


an adiwiroer of Napoleon, Recollections", ch. 2. 
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problems of marriage or even of schooling. Thomas had 
remained a bachelor until 1825, when he married nineteen 
year-old Eliza Catherine Foley, daughter of a Bayou planter. 
She was to be for sixty years the competent mistress of 
Madewood. 

By the later ‘twenties the Pugh brothers were ready for 
expansion. They were firmly established on Bayou Lafourche. 
They had shifted from unprofitable cotton to profitable sugar. 
They could secure credit from newly chartered state banks. 
Under these favoring conditions they were able to enlarge 
their original holdings with some rapidity. Dr. Whitmell 
had made @ very small addition to New Hope in 1824. In 1826 
he added two arpents front; in 1827, one arpent; in 1829, 


one arpent; in 1851, four arpents; in 1832, eleven arpents, © 





50 bugh from Alexander Stieven, April 8, 1824, 3/4 by 40 
arpents, consideration $125 already paid, act of sale in 
Lafourche Parish Records, Conveyances B, 228-29; from Louis 
Augusto Daspit, February 15, 1626, 2 by 40 arpents, $744 
cash, Conveyances C, 347-48; from Joseph Monsan (also written 
Monson and Monsant), February 2, 1827, 1 by 40 arpents, £240 
in the form of a note payable in one year with 10% interost 
from date, Conveyances I, 92-93; from Joseph Stoufflet, April 
11, 1829, 1 by 40 arpents, $900 already paid, Conveyance I’, 
159-40; from Michel Bourgeois, March 25, 1831, 4 by 40u4 sits 
less the usufruct of yard and pasture, $5,500 payable in 
March, 1&52, with the privilege of extension at 10% interest 
(actually paid by February 25, 1632), Conveyances H, 240-44; 
from General Joseph H. Bryan of Granville County, N. te 
represented by Thomas Pugh, May 18, 1832, 11 by 40 arpents, 
$8,500 paid or to be paid by Pugh to Bryan's vendors, Con- 
veyances I, 195-94. 

Bryén was Dr. Whitmell's brother-in-law. The Bryan lend 
was @ Spenish grant to Jean Baptiste Foret, who had divided 
6 of the 1l arpents among his children in 1816. Bryan, 
represented by Dr. Whitmell, bought the whole from Foret and 
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New Hope thus attained its full front of thirty arpents, 

with an area of some 700 acres high enough to cultivate. 

Augustin Pugh in 1827 added 303 acres to the upper side of 

Augustin, bringing the front forty arpents of the plantation 

to its final form. In 1850 he bought a separate plantation of 

230 acres abouta half mile below Augustin. °~ This small place, 

agriculturally subordinate to Augustin, became the site of 

the family home, called Bellevue. Augustin Pugh's Negroes, 

numbering 42 in 1820, had been increased to 90 by 1850. 

Thomas Pugh by three purchases in 1850-1831 enlarged Madewood 

from 200 to 415 acres. To work this land he had 55 Noeroesee 
Dr. Whitmell Hill Pugh died on Lafourche in the fall of 


55 
1834, His death made it necessary for his son, William Wittmoll 





children February 21, 1829 (Conveyances F, 54-59), for $8,600 
payable in various instalments from March, 1829, to March, 
1835. The purchase may have been made by Bryan as an invest- 
ment, or because he thought of moving to Louisiana; but it 
seems most probable that Dr. Whitmell could not afford tho 
purchase in 1629, and that Bryan bought the land to hold it 
for him. 


Piss Land Map No. 1, tracts C and D. Yract D should occupy 
only the lower two-thirds of the aroa assigned to it on the map. 


52 
SeoeslendaMaphlo. fepitracts, TB, [C,,and. TD. .The slavehold- 
ings of Augustin and of Thomas are from the manuscript 1g turns 
of the Census of 18350. 


while returning from North Carolina, Dr. Whitmell "ceusht 
a@ severe cold. on the Steamer Superior coming down the Onio 


River, which ended in an attack of pneumonia which caused iis 
death." W. W. Pugh, "Sketch of the Life of ily Father". Cio 

of his deathbed desires was that his family should Goi bo 

live in Louisiana. He even mentioned the place which to 

thousht his son should purchase. Thomas fugh, Parison ot Assump- 


tions bo fers. W. H. Pugh, Bertie County, N. Cig Decenber Lo, 
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Hill Pugh, to return to Louisiana to look after the estate. 
William, who had been ten years back in North Carolina, was 
now a man of twenty-five with a wiffe and two children?! his 
did not choose to settle down on New Hope, which was remote 
in location and belonged seven-eights to his mother and sis- 
ters. New Hope was sold in 1839 to Augustin Pugh. William 


bought for himself a Plantation of ten arpents front (S41 


acres) on the left bank of Bayou Lafourche a mile below Thoin- 


55 
as's Madewood. Of this plantation, which he called Woodlawn, 
and later enlarged, Pugh took possession January 1, 1836, to 
begin seventy years of continuous occupancy. 


The establishment of William on Woodlawn completed the 





1854, W. W. Pugh Papers. Obviously William's removal had been 
considered and perhaps agreed to before his father's doath. ° 


a 
arn May, 1825, William had been entered in the Union Acad 
emy, Woodville, Bertie County, N. C., whence he went in lavs 
to join the sophomore class at the University of North Cara- 
lina. After eighteen months (two academic years) at tho 
University he was "placed in the counting house of Gordon & 
Townes of Norfolk Va to learn Something about accounts." 
Six months with Gordon & Townes taught him lessons that he 
never forgot. ‘then he returned to Woodville to the house 
of his uncle, William Pugh, where he was thrown with "Uucle 
Dit ys" step-daughter, Miss William Ann Thompson (1812-1843) , 
whom he married August 31, 1851. ‘vhe interval between his 
marriage and his father's death he spent as a cotton pisuter 
in Lertie County. “Autobiography of William Whitmel! bill 


Pugh" (about 1697), W. W. Pugh Papers. 


Lae ox 

°°Pierre Charlet to W. W. Pugh," act of sale, April.29, TSS, 
Assumption.Parish Records, Conveyance Book 4, pp. 151-i2; 
Land ap No. 2, tract WA. The consideration was yoo ,Cou, 
payable $8,000 in March, 1836, the bulence in four edie] 
annual instalments. Augustin and Thomas Puintelo Sl ie thu: = 
Selves os socrr ty Ss 1 eao Pugh had 56. ilegroes on Woodlawn. 
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basic disposition of the Pughs on Bayou Lafourche. ‘hey 
formed three related but distinct families, each identified 
with a principal plantation-the Augustin Pughs with Augustin, 
the Yhomas Pughs with Madewood, and the William Pughs with 
Woodlawn, Hence an "old Louisiana conundrum"; ‘iihy 1s Bayou 
Lafourche like the aisle of a church?! The answer: 'Because 
there are Pughs on both sides of fitewans 

The great majority of the planters who were to be on 
Lafourche with the Pughs in 1860 migrated to the Bayou in 
the years between 1828 and 1846. Among these migrants were 
Robert Campbell Martin (1813-1881) and the Reverend William 
Littlejohn (1811-1889). The lives of Martin and his descend- 
ants, well worth the telling in their own right, becane so 
closely intertwined with the lives of the Pughs that the ier- 
tin story formed an admirable parallel and adjunct to the 
Pugh story. The Planting career of Littlejohn, relatively 
Short, provided for the larger history of the Pughs and the 
Martins a minor but instructive addendum. 

R. C. Martin was, like the Pughs, a native of Bertie 
County, N.C. He came to Louisiana in 1852, and in 1835 


married William W. Pugh's Sister, Mary Winifred Hill Pugh 


=——_—— 





Se 
°° Lyle Saxon, Qld Louisiana (New York and London, c. 1929), 
641, The conundrum is presumably a genuine "old Louisiana 
conundrum"; but when heard on Lafourche today it seems 
always to be based on Saxon. 

Eventually it became quite usual to distincuish the Puech 
fanily brsnches by their home plantations. Tus one spoi.c 
of the “hudewood Pughs" or the "Woodlawn Pugs", 
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(1815-1858). ‘the couple lived first in Alexaniria, La., 

but upon the death of Martin's father, a merchant and planter 
in Rapides Parish, decided to join the Pughs on Larourche .??/ 
Martin came to Lafourche with moderate means, for he and his 
wife were then heirs to some $50,000, part of it already in 
ar Asaat At the beginning of 1840 Martin purchased a planta- 
tion on the left bank of Bayou Lafourche about two iniles 
below W. W. Pugh's Woodlawn. ‘his plantation, which iiurtin 
called Albemarle, contained at the time of purchase 531 acras, 
the greater part high enough to cultivate. With the planta- 
tion he bought twenty-three Slaves, consisting Jer gies Moan , 
aged 19 to 48 years, seven women, aged 20 to 48, and four 


children. For the plantation and twenty-three slaves Martin 


ee oe en ns eee 





57 

Martin's father, Peter Boyd Martin (1777-1838), of Huge- 
not descent and Pennsylvania birth, was "in business" at 
Edenton, N. C., as early as 1802. Later he moved to Cedar 
Landing, Bertie County, and in 1812 married Janet Smith 
Bryan (1789-1818), daughter of William Bryan. R. C. Martin 
was born at "Snowfield", the Bryan homestead, March 25, 1613, 
Petsr Boyd Martin moved in 1818 to Rapides pParish.. dt. 0, 
Martin went to school in Beleigiw N a.Ge sand in Philadelphia, 
where his father's brother lived. he joined his father in 
Rapides in 1832, and the next year went to New Orleans to 
serve a stint as clerk in the firm of John Linton, factor. 
His marriage took place in Lafourche Parish, (presumably at 
New Hope, April 9, 1835. 


Cc, 

oO 3 etween July, 1856, and April, 1842, Martin recoived for 
his wife from Dr. Whitmell Ht£il Pugh's estate (W. W. Puch, 
executor) a total of $26,653.05. His own inheritance from 
his father amounted in time to rather more than peo ,000, 
Much later, in 1856, an additional LOG, Game yho.1t)i6 
Martins from the estate of hrs. Martin.§s mother. ‘The - 
bined inheritance of the spouses from 1636 to 13856 thus 
totaled about $75,000. 


L-< 
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undertook to pay $60,000 over a beriod of five years ,°9 

William Littlejohn, like the Pughs and Martin, was a 
native of the Roanoke River region, born at Halifax, N. alee 
He emigrated with his parents to Tennessee, where at the age 
of twenty-two he married Eliza Ann Chisholm (1813-1976) 7 
At about the same time he entered the Methodist ministry. 


Whatever his initial interest in this calling, he was not 


vO 


active as a minister after he reached Lefourche , ©” though he 


es 


Po Ctuai en) Boy6 & (Pierre) LeSage to Martin, act of sale, 
January 9, 1840, Assumption Parish Records, Cahier Record No. 
8, pp. 485-88. The plantation had a front of about 10 biG 
arpents on a depth of 80 arpents, the side lines CLOSiis, 
See Land Map No. 2, tract MA. ‘whe purchase included xtock, 
implements, and other paraphernalia of a soine plantation, 
Martin assumed a debt’ of $10,810 to the Citizens! Bank ot 
Louistana, and gave notes for $12,000 due in March, 1040, 
The balance of $37,190 he was to pay in five equal annual 
instalments beginning in March, 1841. W. W. Pugh became 
Martin's security. 

Martin already had a few Negroes from his father's estate. 
Altogether he held thirty slaves when the Cénsus enuncrator 
called in the summer of 1840. 


SOFT s parents were Joseph Blount Littlejohn (1776-1852) 
and Anne Maria Jones, daughter of Willie Jones. His paternal 
grandfather, William Littlejohn (d, 1817), had cone from 
Inverness, Scotland, “before 1760", settled in BAGH E OU leh.  O, 2 
cannily married a Blount, fathered fifteen CHEDUPGiN, anid «tO. 
lowed for "forty years" the good Scottish calling vor ship- 
ping merchant, 


kai also was a former North Carolinian, born in Montsonery 
County. The marriage took place in Hardeman County, Toun, 
Willie Jones Littlejohn (d. 1873), brother of William, warried 
Margaret H. Chisholm (1815-1903), a sister of Eliza Am. ‘Vie 
Chisholm sisters inherited a considerable property in Ne-vroes. 


9 
meeerona Showing that Littlejohn was indeed a regularly 
ordained minister, tho Littlejohn Papers (an enclave ia 1:23 


Martin Papers) reveal nothing about Littilejohnisa itifoe.in Tann- 


68333. fi6 had probably done morse planting than proachin.-. 
The conversion of doctors, lawyers, and é6ven ministers j:.io 
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and his family did bring into the Pugh and Martin circle, 
generally Episcopalian, a touch of strong 6Vangelical Diss ba 
In the last days of 1846 Littlejohn, still in Tennessee, bought 
@ half interest in a partnership plantation on the right bankr 
of Bayou Lafourche across from and three and one-half miles 
below Martin's Albemarle. ‘{he plantation, called Melrose, had 
@ gross area of 898 acres, about three-quarters arable, 
Attached to it were 61 Slaves. ‘the purchase wags extraordinar-~ 
ily painless; all Littlejohn paid down was one horse valued 

at $100. But he assumed heavy obligations for the next seven 
years ,°* Apparently he expected the plantation to support him 
and his partner and to pay for itself while supporting them. 


Plantations had been known to perform similar feats; but to 


LS ee 


planters was a familiar Process in the antebellum South. In 
some regions, of which Lafourche was one, nearly all profes- 
Sional men in time shifted either partly or entirely to planting. 


6°74 ttlejohn also brought an interest in horse racing which 
contemporaries seem to have thought a somewhat pecuilar, if 
not improper, ministerial indulgence. The Pughs and the Mare 
tins kept no stables of record; but Mrs. Thomas Pugh's nephew, 
Henry B. Foley, had entries in many of the major New Orleans 
racés on the eve of the Civil War. 


Oe samel Tate to William Littlejohn (represented by James 
A. Carnes), act of sale, Fayette County, Tenn., December 30, 
1346, Assumption Parish Records, Conveyance Book 15, pp. 13. 
17. Carnes owned the other half interest in Melrose. For 
Tate's equity Littlejohn Gave, in addition to the horse, five 
Prowissory notes totaling $12,040 payable 1847-1851, with 
interest at 6% after March 1, 1847. He assumed half of a 
mortgage indebtedness of $59,170.52 payable 1847-1855; half 


of a balance of about ~©,000, with interest at 8% from hiarch 
1, 18465, owed by Carnes & ‘late to their comission hearchants , 
Fearn, Crenshaw &: Co.; and half of the plantation debts rarest 


the year 1846. Altogether Littlejohn undertook to pay about 
v45,000 for a half interest in the plantation and 61 slavus. 
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count on such performance was to toy with bankruptcy. Though 
Littlejohn did indeed bring from Tennessee substantial asséts 
in the form of some 45 Negroes, his Melrose venture wes none- 
theless clearly imprudent .°” 

In the years from 1836 to 1852 Augustin Pugh and ‘thomas 
Pugh rapidly extended their landholdings. A part of their 
purchases went to complete Augustin and Hadewood: more of 

ae added new plantations. This acquisition of new planta- 
tions was a natural second phase in expansion. Hone planta- 
tions could not be indefinitely enlarged, for the optimum 
operational unit in sugar culture did not much exceed 1,000 
acres of arable land. There were, besides, sons comins on 
who would need plantations. Augustin Pugh was able to follow 
in part the simple course of putting together new plantations 
from parcels of land contiguous to his original plantation. 
For the rest, he bought two adjoining plantations (New Hope 
and Mary) far down the Bayou. Thomas's ventures were more 
Scattered. Expansion immediately above or below Madewood met 


barriers which could not be prudently surmounted. As an 





© purchases as risky or riskier then Littlejohn's, often 
ending in failure, brought sugar Planting the reputation of 
being a gamble. Like all operations in staple agriculture, 
Sugar planting had its ups and downs, but it was not luss 
sound than the rest. Probabiy it was as safe as most forms 
of antsbellum business enterprise. The gamble cane, as it did_ 
North or South, in agriculture or out, when men ventured Upon 
large enterprises with small means, Step-by-step planters 
like the Pughs seldom failed. Lateconers who triéi to a 
for fully developed plantations with larse,.slave forces cut 
of future earnings might well fail. ‘they played for s1 is 
high enough that their failures no doubt attracted mere tee 
coinmon notice. 












enmott Ete tins gt 


rteis to Ogee A 


ci we" bait 


Paes. 





JST Pe, ; 


_agadbfodbnas +e  ¥ 
a oT 
bao atveuyeAd eteLqmos oF Jf a 


- a 


ietopow etaf lanoliednaiq wen’ Bet 


=e 


nt ba) 


esatia bnooes Laitésen Ss now ettokd 
finttebmt ed tom bilyes eneke 

of 2?tnu Lanotssieqge 

\fdara To eetss 

bivew odw 


iraq al 


18 


mg tee 


alternative mode of expansion ‘thomas bought where the best 
opportunities offered. His 8elections showed the skill to 
be expected in one who had, according to his hephew Willian, 
"a judgment almost intuitive in its DO cducer uss 

In 1839 Augustin Pugh acquired New fas from the heirs it; 
Dr. Whitmell H. Pugh. This was much the largest single pur- 
chase ever made by one of the Older Pughs. Por the plantation 
and 70 slaves Augustin gave $120,000 in the form of interest. 
bearing promissory notes payable one-fifth on demand and one- 
fifth annually for the next four years,°. Six years later, 
in the spring of 1845, Augustin Pugh entered into a partner- 
Ship with James A. Tucker for the development and operation 
of Mary, a plantation of twenty-eight by forty arpents 
adjoining the upper side of New Hope. Mary contained about 
500 acres high enough to cultivate. Pugh's half interest 
cost $10,075. ‘Tucker was to be managing partner with a salary, 
the right to employ an overseer, and full power to carry on 


the business of the citrine 


68an6 quotation is from "Reminiscences", ch. 7. 


Ol act of April 3, 1839, Lafourche Parish Records, Conveysnces 


P, 245-50. ‘ihe notes bore interest at Ceelrom the date of igir- 
chase. Charging interest before maturity was contrary to ths 
usual practice. In teris of that practice tie actual price 
paid by Augustin was $120,000 plus the pre-maturity interest 

of $19,200. 


OF RIES p to Pugh, act of sale, May oO, 1845, Conveyencas W, 
78-79; Push & Tucker, articles of partnership, may co, Loto, 
recoriad lay 19, 1854, Miscellaneous Acts: No. 1, pp. vecyecs. 


——_ 
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Concurrently with these ventures in Lafourche Parish, 
Augustin Pugh had been steadily pushing his expansion in 
Assumption Parish. A series of sixteen purchases from 1835 


to 1846 added 1,640 acres to Augustin Plantation at a cost 
acres 


of $26,000.” Thus augmented, Augustin contained about 1,500/ 
arable or potentially arable and about 1,000 acres of swanip 

nena Between 1846 and 1853 Pugh spent $22,500 for ten more 
tracts which raised the total swamp land area of Augustin to 


71 
about 4,500 acres. While expanding Augustin Plantation rear- 


©9see Land Map No. 1, tracts F, G, Ja, Jb, Jc, Jda, Jab, 
Jdc, L, N, 0, P, Q, R, T, U, Va, Vb, X, Y, Za, zZb, end AB. 
Tract Jda, 77.70 acres, was later considered to belon: to 
Whitmell Plantation. 

The six J tracts and tract T, together 914.38 acres, were 
bought from the United States for 41.25 per acre. The 
other tracts, aggregating 725.73 acres, were bought from 
private owners at prices averaging about $54 per acre. In 
a few instances the prices varied widely from the average. 
For tracts P and Q, definitely swamp land, Pugh paid only 
$12 per acre. For tract AB, arable land with buildings and 
improvements, he paid at least $75 per acre. 


Vane area of Augustin in 1846, calculated from parish ree- 
ordis and United States surveys, comes to 2,564.64 acres, 
This: figure is probably correct within a few acres, but the 
appearance of exactness to the hundredth part of an acre is 
delusive. Vague descriptions in the conveyances have sone- 
times required estimation of boundaries, and the original 
United States surveys, whence most acroage figures derive, 
are by no means flawless. 


haces LandtMapaNo.bly) tractscAC, AD} AEs; AED, AEc) AF, AG, 
Aig AleanrvAda, AN, EkOPEAPER APD, Oinvalles}477.56°acres. > Tracts 
AG, AJa, AJb, and parts of AEb, AEc, APe—together 1,022.14 
acres—were later considered to belong to Whitmoll Plantation. 

FOpsaso-of- Orecros rot ipublivce-landst( tracts AG) MAD, “Alia, Aid, 
AEc) Pugh paid only the customary $1.25 per acre. For $51.20 
acres purchased from private owners the prices averaréd (0 
per acre, and in several instances rose as hiyh a3 50 per 
acre. in compurison with what Purh had paid for arable land 
usuully under 40 per acre—the price he was willing to pay 
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ward Pugh was also building up new plantations above and 
below Augustin. On the lower side the nuclear tract, pur- 
chased in 1835, was a strip of about 84 acres connecting the 
rear of Augustin with the rear of Bellevue. ’” Augustin 
Pugh's son, Whitmell Hill Pugh (1818-1857), commenced in the 
late ‘forties working this weep on his own account. Soon 

| ened purchases were added to the initial strip, © and in 
1852 the resultant small plantation, containing about 256 
acres, with 18 Negroes, was formally leased to Whitenemnetan 
Thus began the plantation which came to be known as Whitmell 
Plantation. On the upper side of his properties Augustin 
Pugh provided another plantation for another son. As early 
as 1836 he had bought two back tracts somewhat above his 
other holdings. /° Four years later he secured a front tract 


of three by sixty arpents separated from Augustin Plantation 





for swamp land was astonishingly high. The probable explana- 
tion is that Pugh thought mch of the land night be reclaimed. 
Some of the tracts he needed as sources of wood. 


2 - 
i Land Map No. 1, tract E. In 1838 Pugh bought tract K 
in the same quarter. 


Oe J Wap No. 1, tracts AK, AL, AM. Tract AL should pro- 
bably occupy the dotted area between the lower (southeastern) 
ends of tract E and BAa instead of its assigned position at 
the uppor end of tracts AM and BAa. In that case tracts fen 
and BAa should extend up to the lower line of tract Bb. 

+ oases of February 16, 1852, and May 17, 1655, will: suy- 
pleneut of June 26, 1655, in Assumption Parish feeords, Racor 
Hook Donations Contracts from Oct 25 1s41_ to Jul_ 6 Mor, cv. 
145-44, 1V7-0O, 165-84. 


red Map No. 1, tracts Ha and Hb. 
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by an intervening tract of three arpents eront.” By 1645 3 
he had bought the double concession to this intervening tract 
and had accunulated other adjacent lands still farther to the 
rear. ! Early in 1849 Augustin's son, James Thonus Pugh (b. 

1821 or 1822; d. 1859), bought the intervening rc com-= 
pleting a thousand-acre plantation called Highland. Augustin 


Pugh sold his major portion of the plantation, together with 
79 


A 
¢h 


29 slaves, to James at the end of 1852. The price was ¢75,000. 


Thomas Pugh completed Madewood by a series of purchases 
from 1856 to 1848." In its final form the plantation con- 
tained 1,100 acres of arable land and 1,700 acres of swap. 
The essential portions had been added by 1838, freeing Pugh 
for other ventures. In 1840 he and Richardson G. Darden 
bought for $39,800 the Energy Plantation of thirteen by eighty 
arpents in Lafourche Parish about one mile above the town of 
Thibodaux. Darden became the managing partner at a salary of 


H.- 8 
gi,500 per year in addition to his half of the profits. r 








76Land Map No. 1, tract M. 
he 


78 


Land Map No. 1, tracts AA, Va, W, pes *S?, 
Land Map No. 1, tract AH, 108.96 ecres. 


79 pugustin sola his son 912.24 acres. The fotals,acretigs of 
Highland was 1,071.17, of which more than half was poten- 
tially arable. 


807 ana MAD (Oe eon GF acu oh lt af RE UP 0 es a 
TR. For tract TE, 254.62 acres, bought in 16356, Pugh pie 
pH heO00; for LL, 78.69 acres, bought in 1ltov, elit ook) fee 
The other tracts, together 2,049.19 acres, MGOMLLY Bara, 
Pugh bought from the United States Bbuvl eco per “acl's. 


Closnes G. Allen to Pugn & Darden, act of Selene LAW si, 2, 
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In 1844-1845 Pugh put together by four purchases @ smallish 
plantation about two and one-half miles below hiadewood. 
This plantation, called Pothier, and later enlarged, was 


to become the patrimony of Thomas's son, Edward (1827-1870) © 


While Pothier was still in the making Thomas seized the 
opportunity offered by a partition sale to buy a large tract 
of undeveloped interior land on the west side of Bayou 
Lafourche almost opposite coe Pyaandame To develop the land 
Pugh entered into partnership with his brother-in-law, Arthur 
Morgan Foley. Within three years Pugh & Foley added thres 


tracts, two of them front land, which brought their holdings 


+ 


to about 1,000 acres, one-half high enough to cultivate. 


The plantation thus formed was called Mazeppa or Little 


——— ee 


Lafourche Parish Records, Conveyarces R, 37-39; Pugh & Darden, 
articles of partnership, December 16 ,92869, Conveyvances T, evl. 
About 700 of Energy's 1,100 acres were potentially arable. 

Darden's salary was to be $1,000 for 1640, $1,200 for 1641, 


and $1,500 thereafter. 


9 

Be or the first four purchases see Land Map NOse ec, otracus 
Tu, TXa, TLb-MC, TKb, TN, WDc-TM, TLa—MB, together about 
506.735 acres. Pugh paid a total of 49,180 for these tracts. 
In 1650 he bought tract TSd, about 41 acres, form. 1.coO per 
acre. Tracts ET, WDc-ET, and TsSc, together about 626.06 
acres, were added later by Edward Pugh. In 1860 and agsin 
4n 1680 the census returns credited Pothier with 1,200 acres, 
but the area obtained by mapping individual purchases—only 
873.29 acres—is almost certainly much nearer the mark, the 
Census of 1660 set the improved land area at 7OO acres. 
Tnis figure also is high; SOO acres would be much more in 
keeping with Pothier's gross land area and crop record. 


Serge hep. No. $ (bound with this chapter), tract 2's, 
773.67 acres. The purchase price was nif Gl bi bees eB 


B84 rand Iliap No. 5, tracts Tb, Tr, TG. Tract TB, shawl be 
acres, was public land acquired at the usual price of yl.co 
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Texas. Little Texas was hardly underway when thomas Pugh 
began a plantation along the Attakapas Canal, a worked-over 
bayou connecting Bayou Lafourche with Lake Verret. ‘the 
region toward the western or lake end of the Canal was still 
virgin forest containing some "high" ground. In 1647-1648 
Thomas Pugh bought in this region 2,700 acres of cheap vec data 
Some 400 to 500 acres of the 2,700 could be made fit for 
cultivation. Thomas Pugh turned this new, raw plantation 
over to his son Walter John Clarence Pugh (b. 1€29 or 1650; 
a. 1688), who brought it into production with the crop of 1852. 
William W. Pugh, having started much later than his unciés, 
doula not keep up with their rate of expansion in Cioee te LoS 


and ‘forties. Nevertheless, he did very nearly complete his 





per acre. For tract TF, 169.38 acres, Pugh & Foley paid 
3,000; for TG, 44.14 acres, they paid #2 000. 


EPs M. Foley to Pugh, January 11, 1847, 640 and 160.48 
acres, $8,000, Assumption Parish Records, Conveyance Boole 13, 
pp. 233-34; John W. Betts to Pugh, April 25, 1847, 240.235 
acres, $1,931.84, ibid., 141-43; Gabriel Beasley to Pugh, 
September 14, 1848, 126.93 acres, $200, Conveyance Boot ad, 
pp. 3-5; (Homer) Himes & (lucius) Suthon with iugh, excnenee, 
Octover 16, 1848, about 49.54 acres to Himes & Suthon, 11'7 
acres to Pugh, ibid., 11-13; Pugh fron United States, 
1,495.90 acres, 31,869.87, per Register's Receipts and 
Receiver's Certificates Nos. 3056-58 and 5110, issucd New 
Orleans Januery 6 and March 26, 1lOt7, in Division D, General 
Land Office, Department of Interior, Washington, Day U. 

All or nearly all of the potentially arable land in these 
tracts lay in the 640 acres purchased from Foley. Boasley's 
conveyance to Pugh acknowledges thet the land he transfers, 
thourh in his name, was actually entyred for Pugh and with 
Push'ts funds in the form of state scrip issued under tho 
grant for internal improvement. The land Pugh bougnt Iron 
the United States was paid for almost wholly in "Choc tas, 
Serip™ . 
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86 | 
home plantation, Woodlawn, and he developed one new plan- 
tation. ‘the new plantation was ‘'exana, located in Brulé 
Lower Texas, an interior area on the west side of Bayou 


Lafourche some distance below Pugh & Foley's Little Wexase” 





86so6 Land Map No. 2, tracts WB, WCa, WCb, WDa, WDba, WE, 
WF, WG. For tract WE, 6 1/2 by 40 arpents (324.68 acres), 
bought in 1642, Pugh gave $15,000 payable in five equal instale 
ments 1843-1847. For tract WE-WCb, 1 by 80 arpents (66.70 
acres), bought in 1646, Pugh gave #2,000, payable in four 
equal instalments 1846-1849. For tract WG, 98.28 acres of 
swemp land, Pugh paid $7 per acre in fo41o. J hesotuer tracts, 
together 1,014.45 acres, largely swamp land, were obtained in 
1836 and 1638 from the United States for wl.2o peuRaAcre. 


87 366 Land Map No. 5. © 
d Beginning in 1846, W. W. Pugh acquired, mostly from the 
United States and the State of Louistana, several thousand 
acres of land in and around Brulé Lower exas. tTexana proper 
contained 1,307.95 acres acquired in three purchases; tract 
ViAa, 320.40 acres, from the State of Louisiana, January 6, 
1846, $3 per acre; tracts WBa and Wb, 430.05 acres, fron a 
private owner, January 9, 1847, &7,620; tracts Wi'ca, Wi'cb, 
and WFba, 557.52 acres, from the State of Louisiane, kobruary 
22, 1648, $1.25 per acre. ‘exana's size was out of all pro- 
portion to its substance, for only about 300 of its 1,600 
acres were potentially arable. The plantation came into pro- 
duction with a crop of 65 hogsheads in 1650. Pugh kept a 
partial account, dated January 6, 1646-February, 1846, of 
what he spent on the early development OL MLO xf ee Le 
account begins with entries for land, and continues as follows; 


Pa for Beverly $800. Joshua $800 Coleman 800 (fj 2 400 
John 900. Edmund 825. Jordan 750 2 ATG 
Mary & daughter Catherine 625 Keziah 625 Ls esai2 
Septimia 625. Ellen 620. 1 230 

Oliver------- BOO 
Adum 800 Harry 850. Henderson 4900. 2 ooo 
William $900. Jordan 800. Jefferson 900 2 600 


2 yoke of oxen $100. 5 cows & calves 48 ees 
4 miles $540. 1 cart 65. 1 do 10. S75 
Vo Campbell for ditching 700 
Jwo work horses Lea 


c 


One pair ox cart wheels 695 


ae) 


) 


{total Spel Zi, itso | 


To make this account measurably complete one must add thie 
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| land Wee also conservative, but probably in less ;degred. 
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Thomas Pugh died October 51, 1852, at the age of fifty- 
six. To his heirs he left a half-million dollar estate in 


the following fatmipe 





Madewood Plantation ¢ 167,690 

251 Negroes 106 ,g05 

Walter J. C. Pugh Plantetion 25,710 

ee Negroes 17,537 

Pothier Plantation oT ,400 

42 Negroes 20,800 

20 Negro6s, one-half interest in 7,125 

Texas Plantation, one-half interest in 51,620 

49 Negroes, one-half interest in 16 ,550 

Energy Plantation, one-half interest in 38,162.25 

100 Negroes, one-half interest in 26,929 

Swamp lands ee ue. OU 

Promissory notes 20,091.66 
Total ¢$ 530,298.41 





‘the cost of the land ($9,278.10), some $5,000 for buildings 
and equipment, and the expense of operation during the two 
yours required to prepare the new plantation for its CE Or 
commerciel crop. By 1852 Pugh'ts investment probably amounted 
to $40,000. 


88 compiled from the inventories of the estate, November cu, 
Decenber 1, 22, 1852 (Assumption), and December 28, 1652 
(Lafourche), in Assumption Parish Records. The original of 
tne Assumption inventory is bound in Acts 1852, vol. 2; a 
copy of the Lafourche inventory is filed under Succession 
of Thomas Pugh No. 408. 

Inventories of estates took no account of pe bas es Ge 
Hence they might be misleading if the property invontoricd 
were heavily encumbered. In the cese of Thomas Push, how~ 
ever, outatanding obligations were not great enonen bo recuce 
materially the gross valuation. Indeed, the net merket value 
of the estate was undoubtedly a good déal larrver than even Uns 
gross appraised value. The appraisers! vajuations of asduvos, 
approxinating the price level of 1842, wore rourhiy ones ti.ird 
below prices provailing at the end of Love. The Valiataous, of 
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Augustin Pugh did not long survive Thomas. Before his 
death his age end failing health led him to make preliminary 
disposition of his properties. Highland he hed sold to son 
James, The management of his affairs’ in Lafourche he had 
assigned informally to another son Aléxander Pranklin Pugh 
(1819-1883). In 1853 he sold his other holdings—Augustin, 
Whitmell and Bellevue, with attached swamp lands, and 233 
Negroes—for $500,000 to a family partnership called W. H. 
Pugh & co.°? The members of W. H. Pugh & Co., all sons of 
Augustin Pugh, were Whitmell H. Pugh, A. Franklin Pugh, | 
George W. Pugh (b. 1831 or 1832; d. 1890), and Dr. John E. 
Pugh (1829-1906). ‘the managing partner was Whitmell, with 
Franklin as treasurer, °° Augustin Pugh died December 21, 
18535, in his seventy-first year, The takers of inventory 
appraised his assets in Assumption at $388,412.32 and hig 
lands and slaves in Lafourche at $207,353~-a total of 


91 
$595,765.32, 


ek Me lithe 
Ee eCuotmnala @gune 28, 1853, Conveyance Book 19, pp. 142- 

ol. Of the Negroes, 197 were attached to Augustin and 20 to 

Whitmell. Sixteen were house servants and their children. 


0 

Articles of partnership, June 28, 1653, Donations Con- 
tracts 1841 to 1E67, pp. 188-90, 
a en af 


os éerly all of Augustin's assets in Assumption were in 
the form of "Active Titles", i. e., claims against his sons. 
The inventories of his estate, made Nay 17 and 24-25, 1654, 
have been lost or mislaid, Abstracts thoreof, recorded Nov- 
ember SO, 1869, sre in Assumption Parish Records, Record No. 


16 Mortearces tron Nov 20 1869 to Keb 2) LOS DD vipieeceial:, 
4h et anount of the su ceesston according to the acaount 
Of adinlaistration was eon OL GO he An the case of ‘ihcmas, 


the net meerhet Veotne oF Lisa eStuto was undoubtedly a goed ES Sass cag 
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The development of the hones Pugh family properties 
from 1852 to 1860 continued in the main along the lines laid 
down by Thomas. A series of intra-family transactions 
assigned Madewood, the home place and mainstay, to Thomas's 
deanigie widow, Eliza Catherine Foley; Walter Pugh Plantation, 
to son Walter; Pothier to son kdward; the Pugh half of Little 
Texas to son Robert (1633-1887); and the Pugh half of tneryy 
to son David (1828-1886) >" The only substantial changes there- 


after were the sale by Robert of his half interest in Little 


5 
Texas,° the addition to Energy of a new small plantation 


called St. Bernard," and the purchase of Dixie Plantation 


92under the civil law of Louisiana one-half of an estate 
belonged to the surviving spouse and one-half in equul shares 
to the children. The children of Thomas Puph were entitled 
each to one-eighteenth of his estate, a portion fixed at 
$20,000 in advance of final settlement. Vho transfer of plan- 
tations to sons was effected by acts of sale. Walter, Wiward 
and Robert became indebted to the estate for the amounts by 
which the values of their respective plantations exceoded 
$20,000. David, who had received his 020,000 before he 
acquired the Pugh interest in lner;y, became indebted to the 
estate for the full purchase price of $82,500 less $15,000 
‘paid by him in cash, 

idward Pugh enlarged Pothier by the purchase May 6, 1854, 
of 5 by 80 arpents plus a few acres of back land, in all about 
547.26 acres, for $19,953.34 payable in five equul Lnstaluonts 
1855-1853. See Land Map Nope? PUtractevL? wiWDc-ET, and TSc. 


25 robert sold at the end of 1856 to Henry B. Foley, his 
cousin, who had already acquired from the B ldo Foleys their 
helf interest. The consideration for Robert's interest in 
the plantation and 54 slaves was $70,000, payable gx0,0u0V0 
cagh and the balunce in four equal annual instalments 
Deore riLorogs) avec, Prom’Jantary. 1, “leS7o%ntil paid: 


4 
Zit Gy Dardonyepartnersiniiinergy, hadvpurchased 2 by ud) 
arponts Docambor 17, 1857, and an adjoiuings Zepy 80 panei: 
Wilh Oestavcariarcnedy BOSS au0iteataddéd 1SeNegroos fr. Via it 
Vote Cee. at. SOLO -to David Pugh, June 4, 1658, a bre 
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in Lafourche Parish by Thomas Pugh's3s youngest son, Richard 
Lloyd Pugh (1837-1895) .?° 

In the Augustin Pugh family the only important Chane y 
of holdings were the sale of the Pugh half interest in ary 
Plantation, °° and the purchase by Cynthia Push und her son, 
Dr. Joseph Hill Pugh (b. 1816 or 1817), of Waverly, @ layers 


Plantation not far above Energy in Lafourche Puritan.’ tai 





interest in the 4 by 80 arpents and the 26 Negross. Push 
paid #9,468 cash and assumed one-half of a mortraze indebt- 
edness of $26,063.67. A purchase DymhuBy & Mander. aren 7, 
1259, added 1 1/2 by 80 arpents at a cost of mee, peal 5 
2,000 cash and the balance in one, two, and thre: years. 
Lafourche Parish Records, GConveyances 5, pp. 420-25. ai 
Conveyvances 6, pp. 195-98. 


or. L. Pugh bought Dixie and 12 slaves April Li Od tt 
the public sale of the succession of Joseph Léonard ami wire. 
The plantation consisted of 9 by 80 Bruce s (loss uw ft 
UeGt Ob ol sby 510 anpents) plus 367.17 acres in thé Pou, 
1@ Consideration was $77,000 for land and Litprovcinenits , 
ie oto. Lor slaves, and $1,295 for movables. ‘he ters ror 
land and slaves were one-fifth cash and one-fifth ania t ly 
1861-1004. Lafourche Parish Records, Conveyancas 6, pp. 5- 
61, <62-68. On March 14, tool, hichard alee ts “the upper 
Slice of Dixie 2 by 80 arpents, agresing to pay therefor 
y12,000 in three annual instalments Deamilde amnarry 1; e262 
This land was retroceded to the vendor April GR epee gts ge ee 
Weyaneos B, pp. 577-79, and Conveyances 9, pp. 5kb-90. 


\ + 
REDE 


Sah & Tucker sold Mary Plantation and 60 NoerGes to 
(James) Billiu & (James Scudday) Perkins Docesber Be ey 
for 115,000, of which Cynthia Purch received ist) geen ed Liew, tye 


form of a,draft on Cammack, Squires & West (siliin «= lore 
kins! comnission merchants} for 310) 550 payeola, Jsinary 25° 
lj057, another draft on the same for SA RS Gy hg a rd ie a 
1458, and three notes each for pie de ets leila ie tie Tat 
Lafourche Parish Records, Conveyancos 4, pp. 47-02. 

Lf 

Cynthia Pugh bought Waverly ani 39 Nerrocs at & rtblie 

Sale January 11-12, 1856. ‘he price was eo ae pets Lt 
1GG50-l859. Leatourche Parish HOCGrs SCONMERA Ces 2. pn. uSyS 


641 .°e0n SMerenrho} 1856, Mrs. Purhienteread into a bart Lo 
With hor son Dr. Joseph and sold to him for POPES Bight: Li 
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Assumption Parish W. H. Pugh & Co. spent ren tes to add 
1,550 acres to Augustin and Whitmell. The prinefipal tunet- 
fate result of these purchases wus en inerease in the 
improved land area of Whitmell to 700 acres. Another and 


reese 


ultimately a very sad result was a debt of pol, 625 die in 
98 
1861 and 1862. 
Notable in the 'fifties was the centering of hunugerial 
responsibility in A, Franklin Pugh. In 1851 Pranklin wer- 
ried Ellen Mary Boatner (1832-1909), and went to live on 


Boatner Plantation (also called Rosedale), which lay just 


99 
above William W. Pugh's Woodlawn. in 1854 the Boatner haoirs~ 





Ae eee 





interest in her January purchase and 17 additional Nerroas, 
Bre loe. put Up no money; his interest was to be paid for 


out of the profits of the plantation and Ctr r Ol rn Sere ris OP 
his father's estate. Assumption Parish PerCOINIS Deri fh aris 
Contracts 1341 to 1867, pp. 289-91; Conveyanes Boul oc, 


e4-27, A tract of 90 acres was added to waverly in i ae 
and two years later J. H. Pui 60. meuud poden Suc ld oe ae ee 
tation on the upper side of Mave riv «Tie price far thi: 
ylace, called Bernard, was $15,000. vevyuble 22% ODO gece la | 272) 
is ’ ’ v ’ 9 Ly wd » 
the balance in approximately equal iistulments 1GCO-Llic?. 
Lifourche Parish Records, PC ORMOMANCES 6 ppp. Tl hh, 


IB <6 the tracts lettered AQ Poe ourel BOD wor Land Bon Ma 2 


W. H. Push & Co.'s purchases in tio Vi yk ek ete US: Vat Mae, | PURE = 
6rute. but within three months in 15559-1560 Lhe ee dss Ciyarey 
purchasGcs which torether cost el der. y flrh ao nued viaee | ipod 


foolhardy; noither was it altomethor eet ees OW es eee oer 


Paid were hich, 2nd the annual, paywouts- whet well 


Ween Ue colon Annual rev aera. LR tibet 
havo fallon victims to concentrated rete ele Le ee aoe i iis 
dand they bought was land Augustin Furst woudkel wedechl y 

4 


acquired, Perhaps he had been too enrutisus to yee 

owners Gdenanded, But there are indications that iis } 
Pe G MSI not Dean for shle oan thet) thoi colic. os | 
market in a bunch happened for reasons mainly porso, 
the vondors, 


Qa 
“Yor the formation of Boatner Plontution by Denies 
Seo Land Map No. 2, tracts BA, BB, BC. Daniel Bosi:: 


a. 


te - 


85) senteoG yi1el: nok ia beta 






a) nobtsdneld sendaoll 


W mstiliwW evods 


a TT 





i ok t2etesa£ 


-45. 


Ellen, Laura Jane (Boatner) Howell, and Henry Johnson Bout- 
ner-added to Boatner an adjoining plantation, 1% forucd a 
partnership under the Style of H. J. Boatner & Co., and dus- 
ignated A, Franklin Pugh manager of their dnlarged gts ee ee 
Before his father's death Franklin had begun to supervise Nay 
Hope, and he continued to do so for his mother. Upon the 

death of W. H. Pugh in 1857 Franklin became manaser or Wek, 
Pugh & Co., operating Augustin and Whitmell Plantations. ?0” 

His formal responsibilities were still further heightened 

in 1860 by the death of his mother, Cynthia Pugh .a Hor death 
made him not only executor of her estate—amounting to ¢100,000% 


but also curator of the estate of his sister Esther Ann wini- 


fred Pugh, interdict. By 1861 Franklin thus had active Chaawice 





his wife, Elizabeth Jelks, both died in 1834. For the ne:t 
eighteen years the estate was manayed by A. M. Poley, Themes 


Pugh and W. W. Fugh as tutors or under-tutors., The chiliran 
were removed to Boatner home territory in Hust Félictans: win) 
there placed under a school mistress—probtably Miss Jou: Nabe 


inson (b. 2811 or 1812; d. 1879), who became a fixture in the 
family. By 1850 Miss Robinson and her charges were buck in 
Assumption, and by 1854 the heirs were old cnourh to take 
control of their estate. 


ee Pana Map NO. <, Lreace SOU 'G IY/a>yt'td, drpdnitie,)) don- 
oe UOUt eo oo.) lL acres. § This trict, dd lod! tie" Laltanitrs 
tract", was purchased June Teo, Crom Lith? aircon nahi, kot 
Widow Joseph Lalande (W. W. Pugh, testamentary executor) for 
445,000, payable $1,500 cash, PNT by assumption or a detit 
Pope eciti count hank of Louisiana, andl 257,780 in rive «mal 
Annual instalments 1855-13859, 

101 . 
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of the Boatner property and all of the Augustin Puzh proper 
ties except Highland and Waverly.1?° 

William W. Pugh stood in aye and experience midway between 
the first and the second generations of the Pugs. fenid,i t, was 


he who most nearly carried on in the 'fifties the expunsion- 
ist technique of Augustin and thomas. Jy 1857 he entered 
into a partnership with Clairville Himel for the purchase of 
Himelaya, a comparatively new plantation on the lert bank of 
the Bayou a short distance above Littlejohn's fe nek dncauiuth 
the plantation were 47 Negroes. Himol already owned sn 
undivided one-quarter of the Property.e For the other .three- 
quarter interest Himel & Pugh paid $40,000 cash and assuine? 
debts amounting to about $35,000. Himel became managines parte 


ner. In 1859 Pugh purchased a half interest in Mount Law- 


165 
rence, a small plantation on the upper side of Himelaya. 


For his interest in 563 acres and 14 Negroes Pugh undertook 


to pay $31,500. The owner of the other half, John KerrSeymour, 


a a 


TOS Ha even had some responsibility for Hiehland and Waverly. 
Hulf of Waverly belonged to his mother's estaton oF which jis 
Was executor, James T. Pugh and his wife dicd in DI 6 Liga es 
ing Histhland to their minor mane bons Wi ie04 ob! ott uitarl ies Gai 
ime the OT), Purl éstatentfe ll to Johm, tet vo Prunkelin, tact 
fa plantation matters John probably loaned on his more ox; 
Lenced brother, 


po eiionet] 38 Pugh, articles of partnership, January aes 
ibid., 516-17. For Himelaya see Land hiap No. ye A Copvala Be 
Pructs Wubb, WNbb, WP, and WQ were added to Mme lave Av. a0 , 
ror Crant ovo G35208 ROuesnitine lycée) Rugeley waved GY, 7390.70... aia 
fifth cash and the balance in four pie ta bitoltay cid 1 53-4 
literest at 6% Prom January 25, 1860. 

A 7? oticl ial 
264G Lund ap No. 3, tract WL. 
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formerly an overseer on Little john'gs Melrose, was charyod 
with the overseeing and general maneasenent of the plantutiou. 
Meanwhile ‘'exana had been developed to approximately the full 
extent of its modest Capacity, and Pugh had transferred a 
half interest to two of his children by his first marriage , 1O8 
In 1861 Pugh's home place, Woodlawn, was brought to its fins) 
forimabout 900 acres improved and 1,450 abe a 

Re. C,. Martin managed between 1840 and 1860 to increase 
the size of Albemarle, enlarge its slave force, and reduce 
its debt to small ome a Myitsels this was foderate 
Success; but in comparison with the pace set by his Puch 
brother-in-law Martin had failed. Albemarle was ratiier a 
difficult plantation to work, and Martin apnarcntly ncver 
mastered the problem of making it produce whet it shoulda. 
In 1655 Franklin Pugh found Martin's crop "as bad as Pepve- 


sented and that is very bad". Wot all Martin's crops were 


bad, of course; yet he felt keenly his comparative Peilurses 








106jjary Eliza (Pugh) Flower (1832-1904) end Willis, Chit 
mGIl Hil) Pugh, Jr., nicknamed "Bee" Push (tb. 188G)..  Winebe 
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two with their father comprisedy thet iigihl ofu Puss ds PVoe | 
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( 
WL, about 16.55 acres, was Purchased aren 4, 1GG1, for 
~1,800 payable in fiarch, 1862, 
108 . i 
wor additions, to Albemarle soe trects iD and it 
Lyvo btocsa.ol, back land marked "To Albemarla® on La 


2. Wortin rdised the Albemarte slave Sel tae tee oe! a 
CO vl in inoo. The mortyare intcebtedness was ubout 1. Oi 


the valusc of the property in 1aco. 
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and by 1860 he had in mind to sell Albemarle. 

William Littlejohn proved reusonably able in malting Wul- 
rose Plantation produce sugar, WeLortunutely, hia ubidity 
&48 an agriculturist was overshedowed Byes genias for inter. 
cate transactions that spawned morteares., by these truns- 
actions Littlejohn had become by 1860 sole owner of Welrose, 
a good plantation with 126 Negroes attached, worth at nre- 
veiling prices upward of $200,000. jsut in the process or 
acquisition Littlejohn had accunuleted a morteare indebtedncss 
of $110,000 to his conmission merchants and of et léast eque t 
amount to his brothers. He operated the plantetion Ouiv on 
the sufferance of his creditors.1¢9 

Constantly expanding landholcinss required Comoe Vv 
expanding labor forces. The expansion of the Pugns was on 


ae ee 


109 por additions to Melrose between 1846 and 1860 see Lund 
Map No. S,yitracts) LB, «LC, LD, LE. 
In 1649 Littlejohn bought Carnes's half interest in helrose. 


} 


At about the same time Littlejohn's brothers, Joseph b. Litt ljo- 


john (of Fayette County, Tenn., then New Upleens, then iMedia) 
and Willie Jones Littlejohn (of Fayette County, Tenn., thon 
Meee Cloans then Prankiin County, N.C.) beran to interest 
themselves in melrose. They put woney in ard slaves on the 
piace and decane equal partners with William under the eiri 
poner Oin li Cidhejonnsono thers apbycea iiGe Joe proustel Adi lite! vy 
Pom yen OC Cuter nee Dlanewue that thi slide ned) 40 wii 
dium wiio would then dispose of the whole rth. PaR yp ae 1 
betune appurcit that Willinm mirht net find a buyar at 

foice wnd, torus jpJoseph, ands Widd ibe sold: their) Sheres tel) 
Witt tlhe Provision that he night either: sell or retsdn 

whole, property.pjidhe acts of sabe, too Wil timed periitiyd Pia to 
Poise the existing mortrarce to his comeissieu orci | 
yvlo,G00 to wads OOO: which he did ; PHIRI] ayeed-i . a4 Etat? ~ 
Sous 2Oecnl and Willie accepted Wililtum's oatli-at! 

erate ro wand. ot SOLO seciredeby Maori. ce ii: kacr in 


runk to the mortyege for $110,000. 





if vomit ya |. aetaee aia e os 
twawe efoe OBL ¥d omooed bad 1 
vw ,detoatta eeorget OSE ditw nots 


rar | 


+ ¢u8 900.0083 Yo Biawgu seotag 


teelmaoo sist of 000,0ff¢ to © : 


‘oud ein of tinvoms 


esnsate live eng 
f ‘ele? 
xe 
f 
i 4 : 


~4A0~ 


such a scale that the natural increase of their original 
Slaveholdings could furnish but a fraction of their labor 
needs, In the early days most new Negroes were probably 
bought in North Carolina. ‘hus in 1633 Dr. Whitmell wrote 
his son er itcan es 

I shall certainly want more negroes and expect to 

pay a high price for them Now if an opportunity 

should offer before I come to Carolina & it should 

be convenient you may buy ten men or Boys not leas 

than 16 or more than 25 years old or any number 

less than ten Sprifgh)tly negroes well made & of 

a Black color will be preferred[.] 
But even in the"twenties there had been a beginning of pur- 
chases from the slave traders who sometimes visited the Bryou 
and were always to be found in New Orleans. From about ths 
'forties on the New Orleans market was the main source of 
Negroes. The prices paid by the Pughs prior to the 'forties 
cannot be told with any certainty. Very scattering acts of 
Sale and inventories indicate that unacclimated youns Nero 
men were worth $500 or $600 in the Meentieshand twice that 
amount by the end of 1636. With the collapse of the nation's 
flush times prices broke sharply, hitting bottom about l&45, 
when Pugh & Darden paid $550 apiece for ten youny mean and 
#425 apiece for four young women. From this time forward 
prices, rose year by year. On the last day of 1644 Ausustin 


Pugn paid $675 apiece for ten young men. In 1848 J. T. Pugh 


paid $875 to $925 for five men aged 21 and 22 yeers. In 1é:0 
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the heme places showed 91 Negroes on Boeatner, 91 on Martin's 
RIBorn Fld: 126 on Littlejohn's Melrose, 161 on William ¥, 
fugh's Woodlawn, 272 on Augustin, and 313 on Madewood . ++” 

The larger outlines of the annual routine on a Bayou 
sugar plantation in the 'fifties were fairly standardized 
and not difficult to assonibert The crop yeer coincided 
closely with the calendar year. Cane planting began early 
in Tamaasyuel Canes saved the preceding fall were laid down 
by hand to farm a continuous. line or double line in the fur- 
row. A plow followed to heap dirt upon the furrow. Planting 
was finished sometime in February. Rather more than one- 
third of the cane acroage was planted each year. The romain- 
ing cane acreage consisted of the roots and stubs of cane 
npTERted the two preceding years. Cane planted the year 


before was first year stubble, that planted two years before, 
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12 e 
LI 2iio figure for Augustin includes 25 femily servants not 
actually kept on the plantation. 


Mei p is not to say that a large planter's life was one 
of eimple reutine. He might, 1t is true, have much leisure, 
unt he was seldom carefree. He carried always the responsi- 
Nility not only for a major business enterprise but also for 
hha vweliare of a sizeable village with all tts human complex- 


Jties. in addition, he was usually paterfamilias and a pil- 
der of the community. The skillful management of his planta- 
tion anc Lhe proper discharge of his othor duties required 
sound judgement, good nerves, end a wide pragmatic knowledge. 


114 
‘The tines given in this sketch are for "normal" opera- 


tfona, Timings Lo practice varied widely from plantation to 
plantation end from year to yoar. For example, planting on 
Avevetin for the crop of 1853 began Februery 2 and continued 
wittL Meareh 7, whereas planting on Boatner for the crop of 

1'57 beran before Docenber 12, 1856, and ended January 10, 1857. 
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second year stubble. The stalls grown from stubble wera 
enlled ratoons; ordinarily ratoons were inferior to plant 
cane. ‘he keoping of stubble was imperative, however, for 
the annual planting of even one-third of total cane acreage 
required the saving of about one-fifth of the preceding cane 
crop for OS Gee Planting corn in the A pak and plowing 
and planting separate corn land, followed immediately upon 
“cane planting. Concurrently with cane and corn planting part 
of the hands might be preparing new ground, working the plan- 
tation rords, cleaning out the aa Peries), ets planting oets, or 
getting out barrel and hogshead staves. The planter person- 
ally wes enzaged from January to May in marketing his previous 
crop, getting in supplies, and transacting the bulk of his 


118 
annuel Lfinenciel business, Cultivation of cane followed 





oer ane 


LS, proportion of the crop needed for seed cane to pre- 


serve constant acreage ranged roughly from 15% to 35%. In 
bullding up acreage an even higher proportion might be devoted 
Lo seed. 


io) 
116) .tornlantine cane with corn was standard practice on new 
Jend. Un older land practice verted. The Augustin Purhs con- 
tinued to plant corn in cane, but probably only in stubble. 


aa aicer plantations had an elaborate system of ditchos, 
2roper cengtruction and maintenance of ditches was fundamene 
tsi to the makin of good crops. The Original digsing, almost 
srvariably done by lerish or Scottish contract labor, cost on 
Jeree plentations many thousands of dollars. The regular 
plantation labor foree teaok care of maintenance, and a few 
of ilo huskbor men misht on eccasion make new ditches. 


el fet 

“supplies to run into fall were usually laid in before 
June, when the Bayou was likely to fall too low for steamboat 
navigation. 
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ig". Both processes aimed to remove excess dirt 





aen the soil. Tho growing cane was than repeatedly 






— eultivetod with hoe, plow and harrow until Juno or ersrly 





‘iekys whan Lt was ready to "lay by". ‘this was accomplished 

by Taslling", 1. e., throwing dirt to the rows until they 

Ay len hich ridges. Corn cultivation, pen and rotato plant- 
bug, hogshead ee a and various other activities had 
jone Corward while the cane was being worked. For about two 
monGsswaltew laying by ,the principal concern wae cutting and 
pi Ling wood, of wnich the sugar house boiler and kettles 
fe Seo, tinea son tour cords per hogshead-ef\tsugar. 
uotting, In wood was an immense job, but it did not require 
the planter's perscnal attention, and he might if he chose 
safaly lesnve the plantation for, extendsd, intervals to visit 
seashore or mountains. September and early October were 
Savoted moatly to hauling wood, gathering corn, seving hey, 
end ;iowlne land intended for cane. About the second week 


ie Cehoboer pert of the hands turned to "matlassing" or "mat- 


Jeaying" secd canna for the next planting. The cane was cut, 


an Lal las. f 


a ei Lee oes and then cdirted, overy Low protection. 


Ten we Soils viernes. almost, invari ably made on tbs 
‘hepteljenm by sluvo coopers...» Molasses barrels, were usually 
moypeocensd, A certorin amount-sometimes a larga amount— of 
buriocrfioue, brich-meking, and building almost always went on 
Pe Serine grid oeigrar. 
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et “Ae lire oper P 
ond | by n mill composed of heavy fron rollers driven ny? 
Pee day wngoge 
P ate en ean « Gane juice flowed from tha mill] into 
ju 


eleritiora to be treated with bi-sulphite of Lime or gnome 





other chomical agent. Macerated cane (bomasse) which came 


wae 


from the ony was usuelly disposed of as reese by burning in 
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a bagasse chimney. ‘The Juice passed from the clarifiers to 
the bolling apparatus, which on the Pugh plantations consiatad 
of a sovries of open kettles. The art of the sugar maker ley 
in lnowine how to boil and how long to boil to obtain from the 
sip @ maximim quantity of good sugar. ‘The concentrated 
syrup (measé cuits) went from the last kettle into coolors 
wiere the susar crystallized. Hogsheads were filled direct 
fram the coolers and placed in the purgory to drain. When 

Py eineest50 horsheats, each weighing 1,100 Ibn. or more, wore 


enrts? either to warehouse or direct to a Bayou steamboat. 


fa Spe inesr rin the onsine and mill. Top man in the migar 
fee er fee Guta waAror, whose principal concorn was the 
ine?) Urner eta Yo mie ine gieom wokehecendl oupht -ouy 
Pye bicers.. Yor bot) duties whites mon were hired by the 
tei, 2 ie wore paid ‘sowe AVOO or. 560 pis eis? abebarrels 
SP og eee end ndinases. (ar Ynoers wéro eanervally "Ane spicana" 
mo oyee pent tent ss of Lilivyors or other midwantern atatea. 


Pear fin} waker of wear was a" loéalCraéola. Pour ome ting 
44,9 yaanected myatery often*"handed down from father’ tov’son, 
eee reru aT aigat waar Talled to make" rood *sitear; one or 

more af bia fellow meclclans was called in for consultation. 
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suslly it ended by Christmas. Whenever it enjJed tha hands 
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“received a dinner, a ball, and a week's holiday before bergin- 
ning the next year's work, 

| eoton Robingon, well-known agricultural writer, vislted } 
Boyou Lafourche on hig Southern tour in 1849. One of his i 
ators wag sinlewood, of which he wrote the considerable dea- 
eriphton repraduced bolow. Medewood was in oll likelihood 
the best proousad of Pugh properties and the nearest to an 
acviculturist's dream. But aside from its mansion the differ- 
anen between Matewood and the other plantations was not great. 
What Robinsen wrote about Madewood applied mitatia mutiandis 


et ee re mes 


Lo Ala, tue pLaretos, plantations. 


a0eenas Mueh s Piontation.—)Thise lseone ofthe best in 


the state. Net the largest, thoush quite enourh so to 
a 
Pte) YO pece wees i ved pay for 1 ight watches and Suley work. 
lps 
Rome vory fitelormints skatch of. tha hedewood house, 4111 
2 rae T3915)" Lewd: sfena plentation homes, g30 Gaxon, "ola 


eee te.) fie uly other: Puch howe bivit, rivolled fiede- 
woe nag Da 28s ie A criss oi, now in ruins POY a goed cra bch 
OF Magers Ln ewes Bo’ s tad, °, OPP. 256, Tindewood was woll 
Janioned end conatrocted wlth astounding maasiveness; Weodlawn 
has moneraliy baon regarded as the mora Deen hey archi tectur- 
eu iO Lat housas ware built-in’ the ‘forties 
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entinrty may man of moderates PAATOS » as Loe veluo of the 
AMUN. eran ts Craw 59,000 to £A0 000, Mr. Po ooens here 
Qhort 5,000 nrpenta-] 000 clearod : 4740 Je 5 a oh A re bd 8 
a, St ew) PLEO MeUre avyards,.marieucs, &c.. Of tha 
First-narol crap, 440 arpontasa made TOO hassheoda of surar, 
and about GO gallons of molasses to the horshard., The 
remaimier of the cano wag reserved for seed pluntinr. 

fil ege. oO! “oenoesoorogquinod.to plant five ‘acres. -*Mr. P. 
hag lOO werkiugs hands, producing about seven hoenhesada of 
Sinor Lo eee. CUS this Heenotyall protlt, for therannual 
erpenges Npon sucar plantations generally, will overarze 
about {100 to the hand. 


As this areunt will appear so enorious to some of my 
resocra, Jet me -piveicthe dtems upon thia place’ lost yoar:— 


ee ee Oe PO OMMEANTUIN, cose swe eee eee ee eh 1,200,090 


i" en, inser, tonding sawmill and sugar house, 700.09 
Averapro animal outle ¥% Lor eo ee 1,000.00 
" tt " to kecp up supply of plows, 


Pee, wi ons, spades, hoes, cheins, harness, 
ete ie FACIAL SNOW, GC. ess se ae wey, +» 000.00 
oes eenmial outlay for repairs of onmines, 


a OO OREN 2 US ots aisle lee tece + ,010.8 0,00 8 08 200.90 
eee a ero ov om On eWay t EEIS Gin) Kus ue ous te s,0,0,0,9 9 2 #2 4°75 00 
ieee LT OM OUNCES , leleretece wo 0X 0,0 01240 ¢ 800.0 
Woolen " a" tt tt 5 Ps Sere eee 444.00 
ee i OR Ae hee cde Ns Ielotsladetece o%e o-e.,08+gs 0.0.0 290.00 
peo le OI Ne Ia pons at: avangpe. of) SLO, cere Oye 00.00 
Borris of Sour Sstonewtyo peach family at 

tN, 2 eRe Rte eth aP EL State dl dhs, axe sedo 450,919 4.9. 05° 220 DD 
Pies. or susar tandimolosses casks .[.sic],. 200 .00 
eR Cee TT SVL? Ret ee eer he CGlIaye S¥eiere cyel’s s40,0,0 0.9.8, 8 6 oe OU) 
Physician's bill and melicines, (1,75 a head iy 350.00 
Ta203 and other incidental expenses for sundries 

Seat nett fel eee ee oe IGN Vite SUE f cut ee wdc be cnc es sees 200 .00 


The intersat upon the estimated value of the 
plantatlon and all upon it, would ba, at 8 
OX Ctr Gers) Crete. ee . ee at PRS 6 Sone ew 00 0 ele eee ae a8 Ears @, 


25,920.20 


NOP wie tor  Tamidea expenses, is. included in the above 


i fr Meee tae OM Ine loce wit yoarns, and nover 
DeTieat, “Comment! qielyoarneon dis avern:.o vlield per acre upon 
neve aon ts titeriiy bushels. » And that is double the usual 
ore oO) Bene SU, Lesions he quality of his soil is 
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~53- 
above the average. Next to the bayou it is considerenly 
sandy, but grows more stiff as we go back toward the swan, 
The estimated value of this plantation is as follows ;-+ 
1,600 arpents of land, (1,000 cultivated and 


600 timber,) at Pee Wigbters Accs. ¢ 80,000 
1,400 arpents back lands, (cypress swamp, ) 


cost $1.25 b Spey de. 
The mansion house being a new one is ostimated at 

cost over and above the ordinary value of land, i) @ Man 
201 negroes, at average of $400 CCT ences Con tee 
60 farm miles and horses, at average of $100 sach, 6 COG 
6 yoke of oxen, $40 a pi Oe eke kes » chee con 
Other stock and NERA ALERT LE, hans chen eneeuesere < uy 
16 carts at $50 each, and 1 WEA OTIS C8 ctsstataiienelsioas’ « ae 
Plows and other tools, SAM. AL. Bo ce NsEMe <tatolons chene che OY 
The stock of corn for’ use in crib, 10,000 bushels 

CMC MEST NII, Ae SGM see A hc ctvtcidie Peisisle shone sis ee 0 4 G00 

ake Oe 


To show that the estimate for clothing end provisi.: 
is not too high, I will give the regular allowance to 
adult, which is as follows:—4 cotton shirts; 2 cotton 
pants; 1 cotton jacket; 1 woolen jacket; 1 pair of wor: 


pants; 1 wool hat; 1 straw hat; 1 blanket; 3 pair of shocs: 


2 woolen shirts (to a part only); a calico dress and hens- 
kerchief extra to each woman and girl, besides clothing 
for house’ servants. All the ode Si che dsacut. and mace 
under the superintendence of Mr Pugh, who,.,at, least, te 
one southern woman that orate the way of her own house- 
hold. 


I will now give the feeding rations of this Pep push Leaks 
just to show that these laborers are not starved, 38:. 
plantations feed even hisher, but the averare is a li? 
less. Every name’ upon "the workine list draws e peck a | 


@ half of jo0d, swect corn meal a week, and iy Si 4s 
quarter pounds “of mess ‘pork; besides iv.o;otanle: swer 
abiocriiiren are féd separa telly. febesinies,..o Le ot 
Holmancs 16 lca lt out eve ryeweelodiand a, lane L.of plo. 


tO each af ami) y Pa PeChrTstinasin | bRations- of ireash moat are 
occasionally given. 


Mroweugn ooverseernisind woell-—bred .pY:iukee, .carneit::, 
by the name of Munson [subsequently a laresé plsutoer], 
Newruavon -vonneetbicnis tandthewd shehore,toyeenars, t 


DD petesevestherésisiaorapid improvement going ou in tls 


fees 





noo, Ox F 


> eekas eee 7" * 












Se aes he 









se hetantveo St eno wen B® 
wool to eniey Yrar 


Le +0 exetove 93 
eee eeee” 


6. 88 


_liore oOBe to 


' 


IOUS 4 


ensreve | 
,poetod boa 
exoy B 

, seldsevom bos Hor 
bre Hose oeg 38 


ane 


<< 
ape - 
ioe 


yas efoot nento brs | ¥ 
‘+t eew 101 cies 10 xYooss e ont 
***  eceeeqeuee QOD 38 


yoda oT 
tet OOF FOR al 
iw .3iwbe 
iiag 


‘eainag 


cy 





~ 5 


character of this important class of persons to all 

_ Southern planters. Educated and better men than for. 
merly are employed, very much to the advanta:re of nll 

concerned, 


The buildings on this plantation are well worthy the 
attention of other planters desiring to make improve- 
ments, The mansion is not the most showy, but is one of 
the most commodious and excellent dwellings in the stute. 
The main building, 60 by 68 feet, is two stories, the 
wings only one, and yet there arse 600,000 bricks in the 
walls. 

Next in importance to the dwelling, and uron nearly 
all plantations, exceeding it, is the suzar house. ‘ir. 
Pugh's is 40 by 340 feet, with an extensive cane shed at 
one end, laid with iron rails, for cars to bring up the 
cane from where the carts drop it, to the cane Caweicr: 
which elevates it about fifteen feet to the mill, fron 
which the bagasse falls into carts, and the juice rins 
to the vats, where it is cleansed by the "Spanseuburs pro} 
cess,’ and thence runs to the kettles; thence to the 
coolers, and from there the sugar is carried upon rail- 
road cars along lines of rails between the rows of hogs- 
heads to the farther end of the Budlatiic. 


In a country where labor-saving machinery is so rarely 
seen, the excellent arransements iiere are more worthy of 
attention. 


Then, again, at the Stable, we find another railroad 
labor-siving device, that might well be copied by nine 
hundred and ninety-nine other planters. ‘the stable is 
40 by 250 feet, divided into 62 Stalls, each seven feot 
wide. the mules all stand with their heads to the centre 
passage, seven feet wide, through which ea railroad car 
brings corn and fodder from the corn house annexed at one 
end, and the animals are fed with a very small amount of 
labor. Behind the mules, upon each side, there is a good 
passage way, and each animal soon learns to know his 
place, where he is fastened by a broad strap around the 
neck, and a stout chain made fast to the stall so that it 
is always there. All the feeding is done by one cureful 
hand, who 13 held responsible that everything appertain- 
ing to the stable is as it should be. “This is° 8 mush 
better arrangement than trusting every Tom, Dick, sand 
Harry, to feed the aninal he has been using; and just a 
trifle superior to the very Common practice. of turnin: 


horses and mules all together into "the letalinbopes EAcEPh 


and foddsr all from one trough, and at the same times kes p 
Bpee constant tighGloversi tes tor4t is the truth that 
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‘many @ plantation has not a stable upon it. ‘his is per- 
haps more the case in Mississippi than in Louisiana. Sut 
there aro plenty of planters in both states who might 
profit by a visit to Mr. Thomas Pugh. [123] 

The three men of the Pugh circle who were to be most 
prominent in the war years just ahead were R. C. martin, Wil- 
lism W. Pugh, and A. Franklin Pugh. 

R. C. Martin was in his forty-eighth year in 1860. His 
wife had died in 1858 leaving him four sons, the eldest now 


twenty-one and the youngest sixteen. The two older sons, 


R. C., Jr., and William Whitmell, had both been to the Univer- 


sity of North Carolina and were both looking toward the law; — 


the two younger, James Bryan and Thomas Pugh Martin, were in 
a local college at Thibodaux. R. C. Martin was a man of 
exceptional intelligence but of doubtful judgment and diffi- 
cult temper. His indifferent showing as a planter did not 

. please him, and he was making efforts, no doubt fitful, to 
dispose of Albemarle. In 18435 he had killed his man ina 
duel fought over political differences which even under the 
moriccart code of honor did not require settlement by com- 
bat. Legend had it that remorse over this affair shadowed 
his later life. Legend also attested more matter-of-factly 
to his habit of drinking too mech coffee. At any rate, he 
was sensitive, jealous, moody, and stubborn. An unprodict- 


able individualist, he was not a man to be trifled with. 





leo ferbert Anthony Kellar, editor, Solon Robinson, Pionesr 


and Agriculturist; Selected Writings (2 vols., Indtlanepolis, 
1946), If, 197-201. 
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Withal he inspired general respect and won warm friends, 
among them William and Franklin Pugh. Alert and Well-tnlormd, 
if not Studious,. Martin had taken an active part in public 
atfairs on Lafourche and in the State. In politics he hua 
been a Whig of nativist flavor. The demise of both Whiggery 
and Know-Nothingism had left him without any Satisfactory 
party affiliation. Since 1846 he had held &@ comission as 
brigadier general in the state militia, and was always 
accorded the title of "General", 

William W. Pugh was forty-nine years old in 1860, but 
he carried his years lightly. His first wife had died in 
1845, and in 1844 he had married Josephine Wilhelmina Nich- 
olls (1824-1868) of Donaldsonville.-~* The Nicholls family 
had a certain Vivacity of spirit and Sprightliness of mind 
combined with genuine culture and good breeding which made 
them altogether charming. Under Mrs. Pugh the Woodlawn man- 
Sion, peopled with her step-children, her own Children, a 
housekeeper, a tutor or governess, relatives, friends, and 
servants, became one of the best-loved spots on Bayou 
Lafourche. William w. Pugh was a snall, methodical, digni- 
fied man not in any way striking at first glance. Yet the 


accomplishments of his very long life and the esteem and 


OD : 

24h er mother was a sister of Joseph Rodman Drake, and 
her father was a lawyer and judrce of dipnitied position. 
Her brothers all bpecane professional men. Pha OF Bittst] 
who survived the war, Francis ‘1', Nicholls, was to be teth 
Eovernor of Louisiana end chief Justice of the supreme 
court of Louisiana, 
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confidence accorded him testified to character and ability 
decidedly out of the ordinary. A certain playfulness ana 
capacity. for affection kept him from being staid. “In busi- 
ness affairs ho was alert, enterprising. and thoroughly com- 
petent. His writings, though in tone often conventional ana 
flat, were not without sharp insights, and were always filled 
with information and &00d sense, An uncommon equanimity tem- 
pered his day to day judgments; this equanimity strengthened 
by optimism gave him a remarkable power to survive tragedy 
both public and Private. Pugh had a feeling of responsibility 
to the community and a genteel taste for politics that kept 
him active in public affairs. As colonel of the Assumption 
militia regiment he Was commonly addressed and Spoken of as 
"Col..Pugh". A Democrat like his father, he had led in the 
weaning of Assumption Parish from Whiggery. He had been 
speaker of the state house of representatives for four years 
and one of the half dozen men seriously considered for 
Sovernor in 1859. of late he had suffered political eclipse 
through his continued adherence to Slidell and Euchanan in 

a region becoming increasingly fond of Douglas, 

A. Franklin Pugh was eight years junior to William Ww. 

Pugh in age and many more years junior in experience, ‘He 

had wiled away his 'twenties ag a Well-educated bachelor 
calling Aree: a lawyer but without serious occupation, 
Franklin had a strong taste for talk and for reading. In 


his early ‘thirties he married a young woman of twenty and 
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undertook rapidly increasing responsibilities. By 1660 co. 


paratively few persons in Louisiana directed plantation 
properties of greater magnitude. Franklin was undoubtedly 
a man of ability, but the guidance of inherited properties 
through quiet years had tested neither his pecuniury touch 
nor his toughness. He had been a Whig member of the lagis- 
lature, and upon the collapse of the Whig party had becons 
& Democrat. But he was mich less a public figure than was 
his cousin William. 

On the eve of the Civil War the Pughs and their circle 
owned eighteen plantations and 1,918 Negroes, Their equity 
in this property, excluding their partners's shares, was 
not less than $3,200,000. The Pughs See owned thirteen 
plantations and 1,602 Negroes. Their Negroes were 10.36% 
of all the slaves Cneeaunpt von and Lafourche Parishes; and 
their plantations accounted in 1861 for 11.03% of all sugar 


produced in the two parishes .2°® 





1258 puphs alone" excludes Martin, Littlejohn, the Boatners, 
and the non-Pugh half of partnership plantations. 


12674 goes without saying that in description, and more 


especially in valuation, of such Jarge and intricate holdin.:s 


precision cannot always be achieved. But the table on pasce 
65 is thought to be not far off the mark. Number of Ne .vas 
and corn crop are from Census of 1860; so are most of | 
figures for improved land and vrlue of plantation. Tlie 
returns of Schedule 2, Sleve Population, Louisiana, are 
Bureau of Census, Department of Commerce, Washington, Db. c. 
The returns of Schedule 4, Agriculture, Louisiana, ore {:: 
the Duke University Library, Durham, N. Co (mfe@roriim c- 

in the Library of the University of Texas). Unimprove: {oud 
acreage 1s in most instances total acreese as shown by tlic 
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_land maps less improved acreage as shown bythe census. On >” 
the basig of local records Slaves are valued at $06 aplece. 
The sugar crops of 1858-1860 are fron Pp, A. Chiainponier, 
Stetement of the Sugar. srop of Louisiana, leSu, Leso, 1 
(this renarkable: agricultural rocord, published ennui 
New Orleans, was compiled by Chanpouter for the Crops 6 
1644, 1645, and 1849-1861, and by Louis Bouchsresu for 
crops of 1868-1907.) Molasses CYops aré edtinated fron scucar 
Crops and included in crop valuce-.. suger is valued et Svc leg 
p6ér hogshead for the Crop of LlhSG, £64.58 for Lee el oa Ay 
for 1860; molasses, at $10.64 per barre! for ths Chep of 158, 
$17.77 for 1859, and $8.64 for LECOw- ‘hess Wwaluo§ ape not 

' procéods of sales. The value Of indlasses for lé55- {s seul Rocke 
lated from the New Hope sles; the other values Ore G11 fro: 

, Woodlawn sales, 

The extra-femily indebtedness of the eighteen plantettois 
Over and above current expenses 18 estimeted at #woOU0, CGO. 
The principal items were about $60,000 owed Dai. ae ee. 
$90,000 by W. H. Pugh & Co., and $210,000 by Littlejohn. 
Some of the other plantations bore moderate Me OLS ae out these | 
a3 a group were almost certainly more then orfPset by assests 
not shown in the table (6. G+, SWamp snd and Robert Purhits 
claims on Little Texas). 

fhe crop records of Whitmell and Dixie do not do justice 
to the cupacities of the two plentattions in 1260. Whi tise] 
wes much increased in area by purchases of November, Lion. 
eabruary, ¢1860i.0R. DL. Pugh made 30 hogsheads of sugar on 
Dixie in 1860 and 615 hogsheads in 1uél. Obviously most of 
his 1860 cane crop had been savod for seed, 
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The Pugh and Allied Plantations, 1660 
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‘ee. See £2 3 2S Pee) see ee 
Augustin Pugh Family * 2 mate r | 3 
AUGUSTIN (W.R.Push & Co.) 1,€00 3 $274,200 272 $244,600 670 $58,400 10,900 
WEITMELL (8.8. Push & Co.) fog ’® % 106'750 = aS 73,00 179 15,700 3,000 
MeeeetiD {Este J.T. Pugh ) 550 520 104,5C0 75 67,500 286 26 ,<00 5,000 
sow HOPE (Est.C. Puch) 800 2,300 ~— 116,700 142 127,800 302 26,500 7,500 
WAVERLY (J.8.Pugh & Co.) 844 1,125 128,650 94 84,600 431 39,c00 5,500 


Thomas Pugh Family : 
MADEVCOD (Lrs. Thos. Pugh) 1,100; 15;'700 188 ,620 513 281,700 641 59 , 500 9,0CO 


POTEIER (Edward Pugh) 500 375 95,000 90 81,CCO 158 13,900 2,5co 
WALTER FUGH (Walter Pugh) 4CO 2,230 81,000 62. 55,600 398 34,600 4,000 
ENERGY (Pugh & Darden) 711 1,085 lig, 500 . #104 93,600 : 2,500 
St.BERUARD (Pugh & Darden) 260 250 47,500 34 30,600 502 45,000 17506 
DIXIE (Richard L. Pugh) 535 500 90 ,000 44 59,600 139 13,700 No data 
William W. Pugh Family 

WOODLAWN (W.W. Pugh) © 800 1,550 150,000 162 145,800 394 34,600 10,000 
TEXANA (Pugh & Flewer) 250 1,060 87,500 60 54,CCO 183 17,CccO 2,500 
EIMELAVA (Himel & Pugh) 650 1,025 87, £00 57 51,500 287 25,400 3,506 
Mt, LAWRENCE ( Pugh &Seymour) 250 315 40,C50 19 17,100 113 10,3c0 3,000 

a & Allied: Flantations 
ALBEMARLE (R. C. Martin) ~ 600 810 80 ,CO0O 91 81,900 165 3,1CO 4,500 
BCatNaR (H.J.Scatner& Co.) €00, 1,985 111,250 .91 = gl’%900 ($10 26,500 3,500 
MELROSE (Wm. Littlejohn). 800 970 133,000 126 (115,400 301 25,€00 5,000 
12,150 25,755 $2,043,420 1,918 $1,726,200 5,469 $465,200 78,500 


This table does not include several thousand acres of unattached Swamp land, 
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THE PUGH PLANTATIONS, 1860-1865* 


Chapter I. 


Political Crisis 
October, 1860-April, 1861 


The Pughs and their circle centered in Assumption Parish, 
but the theater of their intimate interest extended over an 
area which might best be called the "Lafourche district", 

This district, composed of the parishes of Assumption, 
Lafourche, and Terrebonne, possessed exceptional geographical 
and historical unity. Society in all three parishes consisted 
of large plantations, predominantly "American", set down in 
the midst of numerous Creole small proprietors, tradesmen, 
artisans, fishermen, and mentees Habitable land areas were 
so heavily settled thatthe banks of the principal streams 


resembled continuous villages. Assumption, the parent parish, 


See 


*NOVE ON CITATION OF MANUSCRIPT SOURCES: This study is 
based very largely on the A, Franklin Pugh Papers, the Wil- 
liam W. Pugh Papers, and the R. C. Martin Papers. Both sets 
of Furh Papers are now in the Library of the University of 
Texuu. The Martin Papers remain in the hands of the Martin 
family on Albemarle. In the following pages all documents 
cited that relate to the Augustin Pughs, or to the Boatners,. 
or to Augustin, Whitmell, New Hope, and Boatner Plantations, 
are from the A. Franklin Purch Papers; all that relate to the 
William W. Pugh family or to the Nicholls family, from the 
William W. Pugh Papers; and all that relate to the Martins or 
the Littlejohns, from the Martin Papers. Only in cases where 
these rules do not clearly apply is the document cited to the 
papers from which it comes. A. Franklin Migh Vssdiary “Lugo - 
1865, to which citations sre legion, is usually referred to 


simply as "Diary", 
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had the highest proportion Of small proprietors, Terrebouris, 
the youngest and tang Whuertoan” had the highest propoFtion> 
of slaves (56.1% of total population). Lafourche had et ones 
the greatest number of very large plantations and tho lowest ~ 
Proportion on slaves (45.5%). Lafourche and Terrebonne, 
coastal in their lower reaches, harbored most of the fishermen 
and hunters. Thibodaux, parish seat of Lafourche, was the 
only town within the district of any weight. Assumption 
depended much upon Donaldsonville, parish seat of Ascension, 
located in the fork between the Mississippi and Bayou Lafour- 
che. Napoleonville, parish seat of Assumption, and Houme, 
parish “eT of Terrebonne, were mere villages. The fact that 
Terrebonne did not lie on Bayou Lafourche had divorced it 
slightly from the other two parishes. By 1860, however, Ter- 
rebonne and Lafourche shared in use of the newly built New 
Orleans, denies and Great Western Railroad, while Assump- 
tion and Lafourche continued to share the Bayou. Lafourche 
and Terrebonne had been Whig strongholds with the difference 
that when the party collapsed the Lafourche Whigs under Creole 
leadership became nominal Democrats while the Terrebonne Whigs 
under "American" leadership espoused Know-Nothingisin, Assump- 
tion, a bit less conservative, had been more nearly in belsnces 
between Whigs and Democrats, and resembled closely in politics 
its River neighbor, Ascension Parish. | 

If the future had been an open book, the autumn of 1650 


must have been a time of tension and foreboding along Bayou 
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lafourche, Actually, it appeared pretty much like the hot, 
quiet autumn of any other presidential year. William W. Pugh 
and his fanily were rusticating in the mountains of Tennes~- 
see. A. Franklin Pugh's diary showed no color of' politics 
Bertone for what might be implied in the eae that "Pimes 
are ge terrible to be going in aya In October tension 
inevitably increased, The realistic could s6e that Lincoln's 
election was probable; in that event Louisiana would have to 


make a hard choice of one kind or another,” Meantime the con- 


tests in the parishes were being pushed to a Climax. In Verree 


bonne the rece between Breckinridge and Bell was close énoush 
_to warrant real excitement. Along Lafourche and in the 
neighboring parish of Ascension Douzlas was too Strong to be 
beaten, However, William and Franklin Pugh and other Breckin- 


ridge Democrats did labor with some zeal to reduce Douxlas'ts 


——_______ 
ly, We Pugh, - Loneside, Winchester, Franklin County, ‘Tenn., 
to Mary Flower, [Assumption], August 26, 1860. 


“Diary, August 28, 1860. The context leaves it uncertain 
whether by terrible times Franklin meant primarily the state 
of the nation or the current difficulties of Sugar plantors, 
He made no explicit mention Of politics between August 1 and 
October 18, 


Saythell Haynes, Clinton, La., to W. W. Push, October Lo, 
LOGO es Tiss Ki, Groer, Louisiana Politics, 1545-1861 (Baton Rouge, 
1930), 237. iby . 

On of William Pugh's North Carolina cousins desarved credit 
for a very Sage remark upon the schism in the Democratic 
party. After opining that Douglas men were a minority in 
North Carolina, he added: "it appears to me that the party 
have divided ##on a principle that amounts to nothing in the 
end. ‘There is no more territory fit for slavuos and as for 
Squatter Sovereignty if free soilers are inthemajority in a 





riifeq te nofoo 
” +e danmet ocd ak” 
."Jdeb al sien 0d oO | 
sbielfaet eit ae Sativ 


ae ase ‘ 
ontqn 


sa 


jeve gaiis al 


nmin ¢ 


ir 


- eidedeng ose 
to. eoltoss pred B ela 


sorlalveq etd as baie 


pewlIedg CC 
















‘ee 
' 


‘eo ” +3) 


- wey 


sey end ennod 


4¥na1iaw oF 


od 

i 

al 
DI 

3 Oo ' 








 69~ 


majority. | Franklin helped manage three political barbecues; == 
in the last days before the election. ‘he first two failed, 
but the third he found heartening .4 . When. the. vote was cust. 
November 6 no candidate secured a majority in any parish, 
Douglas had wide pluralities in Ascension, Assumption, and 
Lafourche. Breckinridge did better than his supporters had 
expected in Assumption, polling 311 votes against 478 for 
Douglas and 233 for Bell... In Ascension and Lafourche: the =; 
vote for Douglas was considerably more than. double the vote. 
for Breckinridge; Bell ran second in both parishes, Breckin- 
ridge carried ‘'errebonne by a margin of one vote over Boll; 


the Douglas vote, so strong in the upper parishes, was 





territory it will be a free state efter its admission into 
the union, anyhow." -W. Slade Pugh, Hotel, Bertie County, N. 
C., to W. W. Pugh, September 25, 1860. 


“Dibry,, Sunday, October 28, 1860: "We had a Democratic Ber- 
becuse. today at Labadie[ville], and quite a crowd considering 
the weather, . Unfortunately, we were disappointed in getting 
our speakers— We had none. but W. W. Pugh and F, 8S. Goods [of 
Terrebonne]. They have accomplished some good", | 
“iuesdey, October 30, 1860; "We had our Barbecue. at Paine 
court(ville] today, and a failure it certainly was We hed 
but two of the speakers we expected, and they the most infere 
ior- We got along anyway better than at Labsdie—aini kept it 
going until near night", 

sunday, Novewber 4, 1860; “Attended a Barbecue on the 
(Attakupas)] Canal today it went off very well, and I think 
our friends have been encoursgzed by what they saw and heard. 
i think now we may get 250 votes for Breckinridro,® 


“According to Franklin Pugh, Doulas supporters had clyiped 
"soma time past" that Douglas would beat Breckinridss by, Vo.) 
votes in Assunption. On election day ‘Purh thoureht® that 
Breciinridgs would get 200 and Dou:sias. about. 550 voetss 43; 
the parish. Diary, November 6 ,.1860; . 
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negligible in Terrebonne. The vote of the state was 22,681 
for Breckinridge, 20,204 for Bell, and 7,625 for Douglas. 
Ascension, Assumption, and Lafourche wane the only parishes 
Mracstate that wont for Douglas.° | 

‘The pipetion of Lincoln meant that the issue of secession 
mist at last be faced. Should Louisiana secede, andif so, how 
‘sBhould it be done? This question produced in the Lafourche 
district an emotional tension much deeper than the excitenent 
of the presidential contest.” By mid-November “all the talk" 


8 
was about secession. A preponderantly conservative reaction 





ore peculiar behavior of these parishes may be partly 

accounted for by three facts; (1) the large ex-Whig element 
among the Democrats of 1860 (2) a deeply imbedded dislike of 
John Slidell (3) the influence of Miles Taylor of Assumption, 
congressman from the second district of Loulsiana, who was 
Douglas's campaign manager, of Dr. Thomas Cottman, an eccen- 
tric physician and inveterate politician in Ascension, andof 
Louis Bush, leader of the well-disciplined Lafourche Parish 
Creoles. On Taylor see Biographical Directory of the Ameri- 


— 


can Congress, 1601, and George Fort Milton, The Kve of Con- 


flict, Stephen A. Douglas and the Needless War (Boston and 
New York, 1954), 481, 489; on Cottman see W. W. Pugh, "Rom- 
iniscences", ch. 13; on Bush see Biographical and Historical 
‘Memoirs of Louisiana (2 vols., Chicago, 1692), I, 529. ‘he 
lection returns may be had in Weekly Delta (New Orleans), 
November 24, 1860, or from Daily Picayune (New Orleans), Dec- 
ember 5, 1860, or from Tribune Almanac (New York), 1861, pp. 
51-52. The Almanac gives the Douglas vote in Assumption as 


473. 








7 

A trivial but certain sign was A. Franklin Pugh's cigar 
smoking, which doubled or even quadrupled in December, 1860. 
Diary, January 5, 1861. 


Eater November 18, 1860. "Went up to Aunt Eliza's 
[Madewood Plantation] this morning where I found W, W. 
Pugh & Gen. Martin, all the talk now is disunion". Joffor- 
son Davis Bragg, Louisiana in the Confederacy (Baton fours, 
oO, 1941), 21, °n.b4<"quite naturally takes Franklin Purh's 
remark at its apparent face value, 1, e., that all talk wus 
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to the iesue was inevitable in an area that had just voted 
five * segs fenrthe Seater” preatdential candidates, The 
Houma Civic Guard, organ of the Constitutional Unionists in 
Terrebonne, announced a call for a perish meeting "to consider | 
Piearrset Taaus now before our people." With the marae eoren t 
the editor set forth his own beliefs and hopes. 


We can inform our Union friends that the meeting is 
not called with any view to fostering secession, but 
mérely to determine on the propriety of calling upon 

' the Governor to:convene an extra session of the Legis- 
lature. Still cherishing, after defeat, the same 
unshaken devotion to the Union eee Which we procleimed 
before the election, we yet feel the necessity, as 
good citizens, of invoking peace and harmony auong the 
people, whatever may have been their past party attach- 
ments. .Let all Southerners unite for the sake of the 
Union, for the sake of a united South Should disunion-- 
that direst of calamities—bo forced upon us by the pre- 
cipitate action of our sister States. A meeting of the 
legislature of Louisiana would, probably, retard and 
check too hasty actions on the part of other Stetes. [9] 


The Civic Guarda could lay no claim to speak for a majority 
in the Iafourche district; but it was an indicator of senti- 
ment among nearly half the voters of Terrebonne. 

| omaseturaay, December 1, 1860, the people of Assumption 
“met at Napoleonville to formulate their views upon the ques- 
tions of the hour, Men of all parties attended, and the 


meeting purported to voice the united sentiment of the parish. 





in favor of disunion. But this is so manifestly untrve of 
the Lafourche district and of at least one of the Madéwowd 
conferees (Martin) that Franklin's remark must either bi 
construed to mean merely that all talk was Onethettopie* or 
disunion or else it mst be dismissed HS 4 false otgerVation. 
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The principal resolutions adopted came from the published 
ereed of a border state man, Edward C. Carrington, citizen — 
of Alexandria, Va. The South was "not responsible for the 
unhappy agitation wht ke disturbs our national peace and 
prosperity": a national convention should meet to "adjust 

the differences which now exist between the sections", and 
all who appreciated the rights of the states and the bless- 
ings of the Union should "ignore all former party names ... 
and discountenance every sentiment of divouni ont ss Tho Napo- 
leonville meeting also favored a state convention 'to deliber- 
ate upon the course which the welfare and honor of the stete 
require her to pursue.' Commercial non-intercourse should 

be applied against states that had nullified the fugitive 
slave lowe For the safety of the parish the meeting made 
some new "Police regulations" 2° These proceedings nmurked 
Reatin tion as conditional unionist. 


The legislature of Louisiana met in extra session December 





Othe eight Carrington resolutions, with Carrington's 
introduction and preamble to them, are in National Intelli- 
gencer (Washington, D. C.), November 21, 1560. Whether Car- 
rington's preamble and first two resolutions were adopted by 
the Assumption meeting became a matter of dispute; it seens 
reasonubly certain that they were not. YVhe omissions, if 
madé, considerably abated the unionism of Carrington's full 
creed, for in the parts probably omitted Carrington contsnied 
that the election of Lincoln did not justify secession, and 
asserted that "the union of these Statas constitutes the clos- 
6st, the most delicate, and important relation that can 6xist 
botween communities of people" ; 


caret CGC. Kendall), "The Interregnum in Louisiana in LaGu 
deutevene lvetorieol Quarterly, XVI (April, .1933);190, citing 
the Dotty Vine Delta, December 5, 1860. 


dE Ge fuvh, digry, December 1, 1660. 
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10,, 1660, and quickly provided for a stute convention to 
meet January 25, 1661. ‘he election of deleyatas Wes Schoud- 
uled for January 7, 1861. A m6éting for the nomination of 
parish delegates from Assumption was held at the courthouse 
in Napolsonville on Saturday, Decernber w2, 1660. The cull 
for the meeting, "signed by a large number of citizens", 
was couched in terms acceptable both to co6pereative seces- 
Sionists and to conditional unionists ,*° the meeting nomt- 
nated R. C. Martin, planter, ex-Whig, Constitutional Union-~ 
ist, to represent the Senatoriul district in the convention, 
and Walter Pugh, planter, and E, QO, Melangon, small plunter 
and local official (sheriff), to represent the parish 
No opposition ticket was brought torth Within the parish, 
In the other parishes—viz., Ascension, Lafourche, and Tae 
bonne—contesta developed between conservative and "secessi.4- 
ist%.tickets. As far as their politicsi adherence wes on 
record, the conservative candidates w6ére uniformly Douglus 
Or Bell men, while the "secessionists" with one exception 
were Breckinridge Democrats. Tho candidates in the four 


parishes numbered about twenty. The feadership of Am urican 


Filonevr of Assumption (Napoleonville), clipped in ths 


a KF, lugh, diary, December ec, 1860. Martin and Wil- 
lium Littlejohn had made part of a lures dolexzation of 
Assluiptilon planters purticipating in the bell and kvorett 
convention at Baten Rouge July 4, 1900. | Daily -r Leena, 
ly 6G; LeSO ; polly Delta, July 6, 1260. Welter bueti hid 
mic pubvli« Pe Pl ad Teer . Mo baneon Meets EG Peal tris] 
had no doubt been a Supporter of Douglua, 
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Planters in the Crisis was obvious—perhaps OVer-obvious— 
from the fact that all but four of the candidates were plant- 
(6rs, mostly large Planters, and the further fact that only 
three candidates Were Creoles, ach of the three Creoles 
was conservative, 

The New Orleans press paid Slight attention to the con~ 
tests for convention seats in the Lafourche district, and 
the local records that survived cast upon the subject but a 
flickering light. From Terrebonne came news of a spirited 
Contest between "secessionists" and "codperationists', 15 
This report 1llustrated the deceptiveness of the terms "Secesge 
eionist" and "co’perationist", ‘The Views of the Terrebonne 
"secessionist" candidates would certainly have been deemed 
"codperationist" op Vory near to it in most of the lower 
South. Their claim that their conservative Opponents favored 
"Union at any price" was a campaign overstatement; nonethe- 
less, in Terrebonne "secessionist" meant codperative seces- 
Sionist, not separate state actionist, and "coéperationist" . 
“meant conditional unionist with a distinct accent on unicnisn, 


livenin Picayune, January 1, 1861, depending upon the 
Houma Civic Guard. Daily Picayune, January 5, 1861, mentioned 


~~ 


* report in Houma Ceres that "the pelican flag was hoisted" qn 
Houma Decenber 29, 1660, “amid the loud cheers of the citizens." 





16 Dunean S. Cage and F, Ss, Goode, "Address to the People of 
Terrebonne" (texts in Prench and English), Houma AO 8. a BLT) 2 
uary 5, 1861. It is likely that not a Single canuidete in 
the Lafourche district and Ascension stood foursquare for 
separate state action. The press referted to Dunensn F. on- 
ner and Lawrence D. Nicholls @3 separate state actionists 
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In Assumption Franklin Pugh and William B, Ratliff (son-in- 
law of Mrs. Thomas Pugh), secessionists, busied themselves 
With schemes to defeat én arch~conservative senatorial can-. 
didate from Terrebonne.’ The schemes failed, but another 
action of Ratliff's supplied the chief fireworks in Assump- 
tion, Shortly before the election he issued a broadside 
attack on William Reed Mills, an Assumption lawyer and con- 
servative. The Significant feature of Ratliff's attack was 
his effort to raise the issue of loyalty to the South. pes 
What I know of M. Mills, is that he was born in the 
State of Vermont; his education took Place in the 
School of fanaticism; he came among us, imbued with 
the doctrines of his natal State; he was received, he 
was pampered, he gained as much money as he wished, 
but each piastre that he saved was invested in the 
_ properties of the free States. all these facts make 


mea certain that he is not one of us; therefore I am 
not surprised at the position which he takes. 





(Daily Picayune, December 29, 1860, relying on the Baton Raige 


Advocate); but Nicholls's own sister wag none to certain of 
his position (see below, p. 77). - 


17, F.. Pugh, diary, December 28, 1860, ana January 2, 1861, 

William:W. Pugh's attitude at this time is not known. His 
past record and the behavior of his political "friends" mark 
him as probably a secessionist of one kind or another, but 
his views may not have been publicly announced, 

Two letters to Pugh are of some interest on the general 
topic of secession, The Reverend John Fulton (Episcopalian), 
formerly resident on Woodlawn, wrote from New Orieens, BDecem- 
ber 27, 1660, urging that Pugh be baptized. Pugh owed this 
to his country and to his state (as well as to his pérish 
and to his family) because he would be called upon to play 
& prominent part in the current "Revolution", and the need 
of the time was"Christian Statesnmunship". Robert Lawrence 
Pugh (one of W. W. Pugh's sons) wrote from Elinwood, bertie 
County, N.-C., December 2l, 1660, that "all aré union. men in 
this County, there was a large union meeting in Windsor Last 
week, Cousin Whit [Slade Pugh, late of Bayou Lafourche] is 
rather inclined to be a secessionist..." 
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The people of Assumption must open their eyes. "I maintain 
that the honest citizens really devoted to the country ought 
alone to decide the grave questions under debate." 7° Whether 
or not Ratliff's tirade had any influence as a ndattian docu- 
ment, it was a sign of mounting tension and a foretaste of 
intolerance to come. 

By January 7, 1861, the day of the election for the con- 
vention, immediate secession was almost a foregone conclusion.” 


but the voters of Ascension and the Lafourche district either 





patna Peuple de l'Assomption", Paroisse Assomption, 4 déc. 
1661, A. F,. Pugh Papers. Internal evidence and mention in a 
contemporary letter show that the date should be January 4, 
1861. The subject of the broadside was the True Delta 
report, written by Mills, of the proceedings of the parish 
moeting of December 1, 1860 (above, pp. 71-72). The report 
had stated that the mecting adopted the Carrington resolu- 
tions outright. Ratliff argued convincingly that the pre- 
amble and first two resolutions had not even been before 
the meeting. He then went on to accuse Mills of deliberate 
false reporting. Ratliff's attack on Mills included a 
Slightly left-handed attack on Dr. E. RE. Kittredge, an able, 
opinionated conservative who was a native of New Hampshire 
and the largest planter in the parish. On the interesting 
Dr. Kittredge see W. W. Pugh, "Reminiscences", chs. 9-10; 
and Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana, I, 
515~16., 

BE. E. Malhiot of Assumption, a Democrat (probably a Doug- 
las Democrat), resigned from the Louisiana state senate in 
December, 1660. Daily Picayune, December 29, 1860. Mal- 
hiot's reason was plainly his unwillingness to have any 
official connoction with secession. He was not only a sugar 
Planter in Assumption Parish, but also the owner of 22,000 
acres of land in Christian County, Ill., on which he had 
established a colony "for the benefit of his fellow country- 
men, the Fronch Canadians of Lower Louisiana", Paul Wallace 
Gates, "Large-Scale Farming in Illinois, 1850 to 1870", 
Agricultural Wistory, VI (January, 1932), 19-20. Malhiot 
later played a prominent role in Union politics in Louisiana. 


19 
Dwight L. Dumond, The Secession Movement, 1860-1861 
(New York, 1931), 208. 
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did not adinit Bitaied not bow before the prospect. The Sate 
servative candidates made a clean sweep of the field with 
very substantial majorities .°° It the sentiment of the 
Lafourche fieedict had been the sentiment of the South, 
there would huve been no secession in 1860-1861, But thes 
state returns were opposite to the local returns; separate 
state actionists secured a majority of about two to one in 
Pret aeny sition. fwo members of the Pugh circle exoressed 
rather well the fearful and the exultsunt reactions to the 
election. Mattie Nicholls, Mrs. Willian W. Turhits Srsver: 
was glad in a way for the defeat of their brother Lawreuce 
by Dr. Thomas Cottman becuuse she feared that in the con- 

| vention Lawrence would have acted "from the {veling of the 
moment regardless of all the dire consequences that mivht 
follow-" She opposed separate state action. She felt puin 
and anxlety at the thought that the Union might be broken. 
In place of seceding, the whole South should "provose the 


ty 


conditions on which she is willing to stay in the Union" .~ 


“Ovgakly Delta, March 50, 1861, published returns for the 
entire state. (The table may be had conventently in Greer, 
Linisiana Politics, 267.) ‘he returns are unsatistactory 
for close analysis because the method of tubulation is not 
6¢pluined, and because the headings "secession" and "coSpera- 
tion" are ambiguous and for certain parishes quite mislosdine. 


mY 


“eo 4. ay ew - : 
wittile Nicholls, Bustle Hall, ‘{Donaldsonvilla], to Jos- 
Gpuing Nicholls Push, [Woodlawn), December[, 1360] (actually 
WHitian-omecoimietlod farter January. 7, lich). | Mabtie was not 
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A. Franklin Pugh on election duy Wrote in his diary: "We 


are bound to secede, I think, and thé sooner it 1s udone the 


eye) 


aera 


better." He was rather Blum over thse loesul results, buat 


pleased and excited by the state returns and rapid develop- 


an 


ments outside the state (wississippi, Florida, and Alsbarnic 
Seceded January 9-11, 1861). Tfublic events momentarily dis- 
placed plantins: in his diary. 


January The newa is very good from the City. 20 out 
Gy of 25 Secessionists élected—~snourh to LIne 
the State out by the first of March, if not 
before at which I ar pucutly rejoiced += well 
Gone qMobiliangs , [25] and woll done SOU les Faerie: 
down with the old conLedaration for the ort 
let the Yankees take care of Chéemucives Wad 


a ee 


certuinty how he will act~ I do not know, whether you are in 
favor of separate state secession."' She was curtous to tucw 
whether Mills had "taken uny notice" of Ratliff's "card", 

“I do not see how hoe could well avoid resontihae what he ssid 
the languars is so Ploinec strong—i. shonld thinic Oe Wet 7 
injure fir. Milis{'s] character Very nici. 


Eee diary, January 9, 1861, for lis Sorrow over the out- 
come in Torrebonne and Lafourche. 61 tac ASmMupption dale-ra- 
tion, he said on election Day. OA be nike ved Shatl hav bAdwe 
pretty good Secessionists (R. C. Martin und Walter Pugin] froin 
this parish, and one other [a 2 ligtangon), who will eventnalh 
go for ake if there should b6 no ehisnes aot Cooverattioi, ot Tae rs 
noré then probable," Wélancon He "ae fudirered . udheueturtous is 


Franklin's vasueness Soucerilin tlie poai tion of marti id Gal 
ter Pugh, his close Prionidy Ault. dtepordts (RCN. EAR ei Lice ot ae 
Faeuuer Oovious cone lusions, Vie lutte ii. let serine ge ee, 
without risid conmmittuents, that they were exechadt to net as 
Seui-free asonts, and that a RELLY US Lee ATE oT pe: 
Obinion ambiguous or unstable. On Cire. (cha "a ftert Mariah t a 
adjudzed him a "“pratty pood" seces isi it; Martin ‘Pouadd ~. 
Views which a cousin in PHEP.Pe Ppl MN bamiowigee in te : 
Weioce eeattin to Rk, C, Martin, Jauuaary I te be ke acne Sa 
me 


“Apparently &@ referoncs to the seizure of Fort Morpcit arial 
the Mount Vernon arsenal on JOROR oT weer Lol 
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6ver after this hold their peace about the 
affairs of Louisiana roe 


January’ ..... We shall ... have an dinnediate seces- 
0. Sion convention by a Large Majority and may 
now consider Louisiana as Virtually out of 
the Union Cooperation 1s dead there is no 
State even asking for it, and how huniliating 
now for this State to propose it. 1 have no 
fears of its being done sabe 


January .... The Southern Revolution has made giant 


1 ty Strides and there is a COttAIMtEV OL se. biG 
speedy formation of a Southern confederacy, 


Knough has been heard, to render certuln the 
secession of Loulsiang this month 


January (Saturday) .... It has been very quiet and 
12. seemed like Sunday he state troops seized 

the forts in this state yesterday, and the 
day before— So far, very good, but what next? 
We must keep what is left of Uncle Sam at 
arm's length or he may do us some harm. ‘iliis 
act will render secession inevitable. We 
cannot retrace our steps. .... 

When the Louisiana convention assembled January 25, 1661, 
five states of the lower South had already seceded and a con- 
vention to form a Southern confederacy was scheduled to meet 
at Montgomery February 4. Louisiana's secession was inevi- 
table, and the opportunity for codperation dimiediately after 
secession by separate state action was assured, Conditional 
unionism was now hopeless, and genuine insistence Upoi cobp- 
erative secession larvely pointless, but the opponents of 
Separate state action did not give up without a struyele. 
Codperationist and conditional unionist ordinances woie 
offered and voted upon in the convention. The Ascension and 


Terrebonne delegates voted for the conditional unionist omli- 


nance (defeated 106 to 24). Martin, Pugh, and the otiep 
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Bayou Gaiacates helped defeat the conditional unionist oi li- 
nance, but they joined the Ascension and terrevonne delé;rutes 
in voting both for the codperative secessionist ordinance 
(defeated 73 to 47) and for a resolution "to refer the action 
of this convention on the Ordinunce of secession to the 
people" (defeated 84 to 43). The convention, having disposed 
of the minority views, proceeded to the ordinance of seces- 
Sion. It was adopted by a vote of 113 to ABET wet id SE OA Soy Qin wy ats 
eleven Lafourche district anda Ascension delegates, docludinag 
Martin and Pugh, gave in and voted fop the ordinance.“ 

"The Reed has been done. 'We breathe desper and freurt 
POCeLc. me is sentiment, voiced by the conservative path renee 
probably struck the proper note for most residents on Lufour- 


che. Franklin Pugh wished "All honor to the men, who hed 


the courage to take this first Step, to prosperity which will 








the state of Louisiana (New Orleans, 1661), 10-18, passim. 
Louis bush and J. Scudday Perkins voted for the ordinsuce or 
s6écession because they saw nothing else left for thom to do, 


Biorraphicul and Historical momoirs of Loulsluna, 1, #1, I, 


“4 or ficial Journal of the Proccedings of tie Conveution of 


00S. Cottman of &3cension, ua Lancon Of ASSuimption, 


Adolphe Verret of Yerrebonne WGrGranonge the Givht nGiters of 
the convention who Slened the ordinance after votine « Himsa t 


syrye 


it: Greer, boudsi anasrobities)..275S760! sthesrelic tance vor 
these mén to countenance secession did not mean, as worthern 


contemporaries too frequently thoucht, that they wereo'suab- 
nmissionists", Bush introduced » resolution thanitAt ofcovermor 
T. QO. koore for his "prompt and snergetic méaawrres® Yin “fei 2 - 
ing, thevl'éderal forts and arsenals, Vhese SEDET ES wee Shen. 
antithesis of subnissionism, but the Lefoureis distri 
aGlenration joined in the overwheliine iro vet CCL wot 

of Bush's resolution. No vote wags racordad Por ou ts eae Oar 


Ascansion, Journal, 13, 14. 
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be as permanent as earthly things may Ub ee But Hot every- 
one shared PrEhIda ns satisfaction and his false hope." 

Tho immediate elation over secession gave way to two 
and a half months of anxious waiting to see whether the 
MabHIAF ton ConPerbnee might yet patch up the Union, whether 
the formation of a Southern confederation would go forward 
smoothly, what the border states would do, and, above all, 
whether the seceded states would be allowed to go in peace. 
The lower South hed made its choice; there was little now 
that the private citizen could do but watch and wait. After 
Lincoln's inaururation March 4 it became all too obvious 
that the walt was a wait. for war. R. C. Martin from his 
slight vantage point in the convention tnformed his son; 
"Shere is much behind the scenes not known to the miltitude— 
the forts at Pensacola & Charleston are to be invested, if 


28 
not asseulted immediately. War may be upon us at any moment." 


% | 
“Snrary, January 27, 1861. 


Le) 

eTeranklin Pugh recorded February 14, 1861, that membors of 
his family "spent the day with Mrs [E. E.] Malhiot, and they 
met a perty of Submissionists—"| The party consisted of Dr, 
L. &, Kittredge and family, William Reed Mills, and G, W. 
Jones, owner of Glenwood Plantation. Dr. Kittredge "cannot 
realize the union [is gone] yet". "Submisstonist" was an 
opithet rather freely bestowed by secessionists upon their 
Opponents, end Puyh's remark need not be construed to mean 
move than ‘a want of enthusiasm for secession even after the 
event. lt nust be remambered that earnest efforts for the 
roconatruction of the Union were still going forward in the 
border states and Washington. 


R, C. Martin, New Orleans, to R. C. Martin, Jr.,-: Warch oF 


The Martin Pepers and the W. W. Purch Papers contain two 
engi inbeneinnitnegainirticaiseamete (pers Pe PE ed ON a EO SD BEE AS AAD CAPS s iat 
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A, Franklin Pugh's diary shows that an early result of 


the sectional crisis was tightening of the police of Negrocs. 


letters from the North and two from Kentucky written during 
the secession crisis. It will be noted that each encouraged 
the lower South to stand firm. Letters of this sort may 
have played no small part in the formation of opinion, 

W. A, Martin, Philadelphia, wrote R, C. BRASS (his cousin), 
January 18, 1861: | 

"Your sontiments [as expressed in a letter of January 8, 
obviously not secessionist in tone] on political mattors 
pppear to be those of a majority of the People here, «ll mon 
profess to be untonists, some men by justice & conciliation, 
& some by force, these last are in the minority, by the 
appearanco of public meotings & papers, and seem to be con- 
fined to Abolitionists proper. ... I hope some plan of 
edjustment will be adopted to ensure peace, and a return to 
rogular business soen, my business is now vory stagnant & I 
am not possessod of sufficient means to continue aflont dur- 
ing a Civil War. Our property I think would not now bring 
foromtvbeneuie Ground rent, if offered at public’ snale:... 

"The unenimity of the South I think has lessened the war 
talk, and people find that to crush South Carolina will not 
cure the difficulty & that war will not restore the Union, 
but on the contrary may ruin the North even if it does 
injure the South. 

'In silence and the fear of want I await the result." 
Mattie Nicholls received a letter of February 235, 1861, 
postmarked Rhinebock, N. Y., from a friend named Graham (tho 
Yettertis’ in iW. a. _Fugh Papers). Graham represented himself 

a3 hotly pro-Southern and acutely uncomfortable amidst Repub- 
Jicans and anti-Southern Democrats. He discussed at somo 
length economic distress, which was general there. Lincoln 
he called nour precious rail splitting President". The bor- 
der atates "better go with you than trust the promises of 
Peri polous skhepulbilicansa, and,abolitionists... If you presont 
Guvotceirontiatiareswiilsbe no war. 2... No*Democrat°will 
ever march under en abolition#¢g# banner, or draw the sword 
agroinst you 

ih abhpce Versailles, Kentucky, wrote W. W. Fugh, March 
M4" 10615 

hour political troubles I presum6é are greater than yours. 


bnehy Gt hasp heen. modo almost.a party question,” *The*Democ- 
recy a@lmont to aman for secession, and the other parties 
Aryyeyou arainst Jt. We sre however gaining ground every day 


and I fonr not the result. The action of Tennessee pros- 
trated us for a time, but we will never rest untill [sic] we 
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ha Safar cds OPENS CS ee | | 
war Lafourcbe Parish, in the second week of Decembor, 1860, 





tea 


Re iones comiit tes drove off an objectionable white 


rman. Puch theneht the act "has had a very harpy effect. ##on 


By Necro population OF the neishborhood." Hoe thought also 
that a virilenee committee "would do good in Assumption." 


On Februery £4, 1861, Frenklin found that his cousin, David 


ruth, at Medewood, "seems to think the Negroes have pot it 
Into their hends ####% they are going to be free on the 4th 
of Warch I proposed oa patrol for a month or so—-and 1 think 


we will have one." With the outbroak of the war, if not 


ne ree ee ee + 


have foined the Sonthern Confederacy & obtained such guarean- 
eo eee Li be acceptable, tosailata the states, whiehhd have 
Woon. oF carer fects Wo will ask for a Border pues 

falte.sconvention.and take, the Crittenden resoluticns as a 
parts and will accept no less, and if the North San not 
Grant Lhen, we will then be able to unite, Ky: to your govern- 
nent Y 3a here gnid that there is a want of harmony in 
Your wadst Wrlter,we,concerning,it) If, thee Confederate States 
Ser one goculG ant ifpbiewith any sort of show of being in the 
Pies ois evelaapmecspo tate usvout of the Union forthwith. 
Peeve Joey one mere Liat dares favor coercion We are 
Geter iy onpaged to! that." 

oer sen oer ra EH. ©. Gatewood, who had formerly 


Live oen pis aupelees wrobantrompversailleey Ky. ,gto Woow. 
Pare one oS, nee ty wish my home was in La now— If Ken- 
fie We Loagno bh. [.& sed goeouthol GbhonuntenwsoGHh, cr identify 


ber vealf with the south-we, that is my family are deter- 
ria bo leavesben, nope nolWwerare lof ther, cogorsouth— v1 
lotterve che will eo soombut she has been ishamefully tardy— 
Sco «1 Ot. 18 eas stranger every areas 


Oe 
av 


Peet wee Lape Docember 1, 1260. 


oO 
Diary; woarmver 14, 1860. 
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Def ape | patrols were maintained in good earnest. 

the sectional crisis led nlso the the formation or 
reactivation of ssveral volunteer military companies in 
the Lafourche district. The Military Board of the State 
reported February 14, 1861, the issuance of arma to the 
"Assumption Guarda (40 men), the "Thibodsux Rifles" (6a mon), 
and the "Terrebonne Guards" (60 men) .~” A few days lrter 
Megrie Littlejchn went to Thibodaux to witness a "grend rtl- 
itery turn out" of the "Lafourche Guards", the "Assumption: 
Guards", the "Houme Guards", and the "Houma Cavelry Company", 
The “Houma Guard3" were disabled from participating by a cane 
non explostfon, caused apparently by thoir own pmreennoss; ones 
young guardsman was mortallly wounded and another badly 
burned. "The 'Lafourche Guards! were presented with a flar 
by the ladies of the parish. The audience were intorestedl 
for a few moments by a speech (short, sweet, & quite patri- 
otic) from one of the fair daughters of Thibodaux. The ral- 
Jant Captain of the ‘Lafourche Guards' replied quite elo- 
quently." "Vie listened to several speeches from the preat 


OO 
Hare tots tiherF armishs.,." 


Lg ary April 25, Juno 3, 12, 16, July 14, 21, 1861. 


“rage, Lovuistans in the Confederacy, 53. 

““ayedel Os Likbielifoln, (Molrose], to "My dear Brother" 
(Joseph 8, Littlejehn), ebruery 26, 1861. ‘the "turn out" 
Conk place February 22, 1861, 
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An immediate ecconpantnent of the political crisis was 
economic depression. | He who: ran might read it in the news- 
papers of the Sha ENE Personal. letters also brought Bano Lee 
of falling cotton prices ‘at Norfolk, “Virginia, hard” ‘times in 
tidewater North Carolina, stegnant business in Philadelphia, 
general distress in New York citys That planters were uneasy 
about the future was painfully evident from a twenty-five per 
cent decline in the value of Plantations before the end of 


fi 
1860.°° The most immediate worry was ah tightness of the 


New Orleans money market peeiniine in the fall of 1860.°° All 
planters owed very considaratis debts for operating expenses 
since April, 1860, and many owed still larger sums for money 
borrowed or for instalments on land purchased. If the pro- 
ceeds of the crop did not meet these obligations, the normal 
recourse would be renewal and discount of notes. A tight 
money market Po Bee vere d to make creditors less ready to renew 
and diecounting both difficult and expensive. | | 
Of the Pugh circle in Assumption Parish, those with the 
most reason to be apprehensive were the Reverend William 
Littlejohn, General R. Gy itartin; and W. H, Pugh & Co. Little- 
jobn had for some years operated Melrose on the sufferance of 


ne me en tr re ee ee ee 


Pe Robert Lawrence Pugh, Elmwood, [Bertie County, N. C.J], to 
W., W. Furh, December 12, 1860; W. A. Martin, Philadelphia, to 
R. CC. Martin, January 18, 1261; Greham, Rhinebeck, Niek, Pte 
Mattie Nicholls, February 235, 1861. | 


Sy F. Pugh, dlery; December. 27, 1860, and eetaps oan ‘ists U De 
Sprang, Louisiana in the Confederacy, B7=60 ek sail 
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manage Negroes. 
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his prospects, but pee ee ce 
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General Martin's Albemarle was in mich better, financial | 


pense ton than Littlesohn's Melrose. But Martin was some - 


what in debt, had madé no great success as a planter, and 





was by temperament restless and pessimistic. From the seces~ 
sion convention in New Oriedhs he wrote March 8, 1861, to his 
son R. C. Martin, Ir., that ‘the "overfiow-small crops—small 

prices of sugar end noiaseos~political difficulties &c. have 


mach Brun craseedr me, we ‘cannot ‘tell at Ahat. ES we may be 


in,.civil war... 009” on March 12 Franklin | Pugh "rode over" 
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S“Relloca, Noblom & Co., New Orleans, to W. Littlejohn, 
January 14 and 22, 1859. In 1934 these letters were in tho 
hands of Mr. Larry Martin, Thibodaux, La. 


“Gvaneie Littlejohn to J. B. Littlejohn, February 26, 1861. 


ae 


Owe subject of the letter is the younger Martin's marrigrpp, 
The General consents rather reluctantly that it shall take 
plece in- April instead of 1 OeLDs delayed a few months ess he 
had sunnedted in view of "my troubles" and the "disjointed 
times", Robert Campbell Martin, Jr. (b. June 5, 1859-d. Feb- 
ruary oO”, 1916) married Margaret Chisholm (Magrie) Little- 
fohn (b. "April 14, 1857-d. July 12, 1879) at Melrose on April 
B4Y AGGIE? VRE CF Martin; The Family Record Book: of Robert 
Campbell May Martin (MS); A. F, Pugh, diary, April 24, 25, 1861. 






at beg eerga . é; 
. ; Be ae Pl 









Ya 
+ * 


! : 4 ase fi 4: 
aw pH -keotnel eRgenem 


=> | 


2 _ 
ud ,stseqnonq eld 


° 


Tenev 








vb 5c 13 sea in 1860. 
The total ‘amount owing ae this. tend 1 was not. overly large in 
proportion to the company's huge Property, but. the annual 
instalments due in 1860, pA Sl, and 162 were. dangerously large 
in proportion to the company. 8 fenmual incone, Obligations 
falling due in Ené spring of 1860 hed amounted to about $59,000, 
sone $40, 000 of which represented instalments on land purchases, 
The crop of Augustin and Whitme12. was ads yielding only about 
$34,000. To supplement. this, New Hope Was drawn on for about 
$20,000, and notes were discounted for #14, 000, leaving W. H. 
Pugh & Co. with a cash balance of some $0, 000 after the obli- 
gations anes due in April had been pasate The prospect for 
the April settlement in 1861 was better, for the land pay- 
ments which would fall due at that time approximated only 
$25,000, or $14,000 less than in April, 1660, while the Augus-~ 
tin and Whitmell crops of 1860- 1861 promised to bring twice 


the sum realized on the crops of the previous year. The company 








— 


40ni ery, March 12, 1861. ° Cf. also diary, August 28, 1860. 


Tints analvats is based primarily on two bits of paper cov- 
ered with calculations in A, F; Pugh's hand. The bits were 
found accompenying his diary for 1860. The calculations are 
not altogether clear, but: rae aveye ‘vereton oe BuOUE Ht to -be 
substantially correct. Pa iz ; 
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without credit, on “Pobruary:t a1, Cane Ay y bebalats Pugh, 





Peers partner’ of W. ce & 00. “mab toon New: ‘Orleans 


“<0n Match ' 27228, 1661, 





ho was again in-New. aia eat visit: coincided with a 





temporary easing of. the. ‘honey market: 2: - Pugh: found New 
Orleans ‘perking. up: generally’ ‘and vexed tea: over. the: horse 
races, He was able to secure all: the” money’ hie company 
required to meet debts maturing ‘Apet1 1/3,’ “1862. #. The 
total amount of ‘notes discounted’ by W. oH. Pugh & Co. Wan 
£41,000.” This debt, plus $25,000 due for land in April, 
1862, plus various intra-family obligations; was é dangerous 
load to carry into an uncertain future. “But the immediate 
problem of the April, 1861, settlement had been sudcessfully 


z 


met, 





° 42pr ary: February 21, 1861. 


45 spare, Louisiana in the Confederacy, 69. 


44 tary, March 27-28, 1861. 


f 

45044 9 Statomont is based on the ate that five nates 
felling due December 1/4, 1861-March 1/4, 1862, listed in 
"Woley, Avery & Co. in account current with Woe S Puph coco. 
Ausustin Plantation", August Sl, 1862, were discounted in 
the winter and early spring of 1860- 1661. In addition, W. H. 
Push & Co. borrowed April 1, 1861, $8,500 from Miss Jano 
Robinson (foster mother to the Boatner children, of whom 
A. IF. Pugh's wife was one), making their total obligation 
to Mtss Robinson $22,849, 18. A. F. Pugh, Bellevue, to R. C, 
Martin, [Albemarle], "July 12, 1876, Martin Papers. 
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the annual plantation « coyote was. s TittLe afrocted by poli- 
‘tical crisis and ehieut: ob'war, the amount. of lend ‘in cane 
had been determined ‘by. the" bt ! neta be of 1869 abd: 1860, 


by. the emount, of Seed cane 1414 do n in the 4 fall. of 1860, 


yoke 

















before Lincoln's ‘lection, tobe plantea: ‘early in’ isei. By =) 
April, 1861, crops were: long: since dn the round “and' the. 
pattern of. production. for 161 wae fixed, war or no war. 
This fact and. the’ caprice. of. nature, not.-the. blindness of 
planters, prepared the way for. a record-breaking sugar crop 
to glut the blockade-bound market in 1861-1862. The laying 
non bappa se while steamboat navigation was good went on 
as usual. By April, 1861, supplies to run until late fall 
were either on the plantation or could be completed from 
stocks already in the hands of Louisiana merchants. The 
finencial year, from April to. April, had already been Closed. 
. Lafourche planters had plenty of reason for. general anxiety, 
but they at least knew that their plantations. would run in 


normal grooves for aif a year: and - ‘probably a -year longer; 
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Rees of. the ‘firing on. Fort Sumter, april 3 12, “1661 » reached 


Bayou Lafourche the next, day. 


ee 
3 


“What. the. news. meant was _pain- 





fully clear. "The war. has. commenced s"? be “Calls. ,LOP; volunteers 
by the Confederate. Lovernment. sand. by the Governor. of Louisiana 
made the. boy wna Ze" and » dispatch of. troops the first busi- 
ness.of. the day.” A. Franklin Pugh noted in his diary April 
13 that the "war feeling is getting up-" Five days later: 

"Met Walter Puch at Napoleonville today, and got out Hand 
bills for a mass meeting there on Saturday [April 20] for the 
purpose of arousing a military spirit among our.people. We 
gave them pretty good circulation before night—"| April 20; 
"Spent the day at paae ome at tg « gia ae a meeting held for 
military purposes," Louis Bush, lawyer and leading politician 
of Lafourche Parish, ee Richard Taylor. of St. Charles Parish 


(son of Zachary Taylor)® made. apeschess "and I think, succeeded 





se 


In) FP. Pugh, diary, April 13) ° 18628 

“Governor Moore, by proclamations of April 17 and 21, 1861, 
ae eplad tor 0, 000 volunteers, The War of the Rebellion: A 

Compilation of the Oft ie lal tecords of the Ynton an and _Gonfed- 
erates Arriea (70+ vols, in 128, Washinston, 1860-1901) [° [hore- 

inafter celtod &3 Office Al Records], Ber. iv, vol. I, 747-48, 


z 
ya) 


On Bush noe above, p. 70, n.. 6, and p; $0, n. 24, and 
Bios sraphsoal And. Historical’ “Memoirs Or Louisiana, 1 3293 on 
Taylor, Dic etionary of Americen ‘Biography (20 vols. and index, 
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in arousing a fooling, which will result in considorable 
good." On April 27 Pugh attended a meeting of the Police 


Jury "convened to take into consideration the state of the 





vountry”. All "things went through well[.}, Handsome appro- 





ee 
priations made to voluntesrs".* ‘Latge planters probably bore 
a very substantial shébe of the inftial expense, Franklin 
contributed $250 to the cause in Lafourche Parish;° he mst 
have contributed as mich or more in his home parish of 
Assumption; and it was unthinkable that men like William W. 
Pugh-whose wife's brothers were raising a company-should not 
at least match Franklin's contributions. | 

The first company entering active service from the Lafour- 


che district was the "Terrebonne Guards", re-named the "Gri- 


vot Guards", Captain N. H. Rightor © The "Grivot Guards" 
| ie 


alk 


LL ED 


New York, 1928-1937), XVITI, 340-41. The presence of Taylor 
and Bush on the Same platform was perhaps intended as a sym- 
bol of political unity. The two men were not political 
friends. ‘'aylor had been an "Old Liner" in state politics 
and one of the vice-presidents of the convention that noni- 
nated Breckinridge; Bush, a "New Liner" and a strong Douzlas 
mau. Bush served very creditably in the War, rising to. tho 
ran': of colonel, Taylor, as commander of the DIStricu of 
West Louisiana, was one of the ablest generals, Union or 
Confederate, in the Trans-Mississippi. 


Hines: April 26 and 27, 1861. 


"Louis Bush tod .Fy Pushy Aprile S161! UATE Ay be. ASc- 
essary again to call on you and if so lI feel confident that 
you will grespond as becomes a true son of Louistana." 

6 as ever 

Ricshtor was district attorney for the Fifth Judicial Dis- 
trict. Houma Ceres, January 5, 1861; The American Almanac .., 
for the year 1861 (Boston, 1861), 283. ‘the name "Grivot 
Guards” was in honor of M..Grivot, Adjutant General of the 
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reached Pensacola, “Florida, apeia. 2 23, tes1. Lafourche Pare 
ish was not far behind ‘Terrebonne, Touts Bush ‘rote Franke 
lin Pugh on Apel ds 278, . . TOS Me ee 
Our. brave: boys. ‘(barourens, guards) 120 strong lott yes- 
terday under command - 0 “Capt ie -E.) Viek, are quar- 
tered at the barracks: ‘and wii shortly leave for Vir- 
ginia. Another company is on foot and s00n will bo 
organized. All that 1s needed is that men of means 
como forward and aid oe Cte of their 
property. ; 
Meanwhile Lawrence D. Nicholls, Mexican War veteran and long- 
time parish clerk of Ascension Parish was raising a company 
in Ascension, while his brother, Francis T. Nicholls, a 
graduate of West Point, raised a companion company in Assump- 
tion. Francis T. Nicholls was assisted by William yihitmeall 
Nartin (1840-1863), son of General R. C. Martin, and Robert 
Lawrence Pugh (1842-1891), son of William W. Pugh. On April 
50, after a flag presentation at the court house, the "Assump- 
tion Guards", about 50 men, left on board the steamboat Lefour- 


che to join the Ascension company, about 35 men, at Donaldson- 


ville.’ ‘The two groups merged to form the “United Guards", 


a ee a ee 8 ee 


of the state. The company was first called to supplement an 
incomplete regiment of Louisiana state rerulars; later it 





a. part of PU. GCOolsyCnarlesap. Dreuxts Battalion. Seo 

Ot iclul Records, ser. IV, vol. I, 747; and Droux-Rightor 
Louisiana 8 attalion 1861- 1911 (no title-pace, DoOeleoriiiey aS 
pp. and printed paper r covers). One of the SEN of the 
conpany, RK. N. Sims, was.a classmate and intimate friend of 
R. U. Nertin's sons; his letters in Martin Papers furnish 
abundant evidence on the history of the company down to March 
4, 1862. 

ae Fite wdiary s.April 13, negh3 R. N. Jima, Pensacola, 
to [W. W. Puch], April 30, 1861, W. Pugh Papers. 
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Captain Francis T. Nicholls, ‘and went into camp opposite 
Donaldsonville. The company's record for the next few wecks 
illustrated the difficulties*of ‘the voluntesr system and the 
confusion of authorities inthe sedond month of the war. 
Early in May the company was mastered into state service for 
six months. Two or three weeks later it was ordered either 
to accept mster for twelve months and transfer to Confeder- 
ate service, or to disband. The number willing to re-enlist 
on these terms was insufficient for a company (76 officers 
and men), but recruits were quickly added. Reformed under 
the none "Phoenix Company", the group left about Mey 26, 1861, 
for New Orleans. Their departure from Donaldsonville took 
place among some hard feeling and malicious gossip attributed 
by friends of the "Phoenix Company" to the bad conscience of 
men who had not re-enlisted and to jealousy on the part of 
the"Donaldsonville Cannoneers", one of the oldest and proudest 
companies in the state. At New Orleans the "Phoenix Company" 
was informed that 1t must enlist for the duration of the war 
or return home. The company very nearly broke up a second 
time. One of the advocates of disbanding argued theterneie 
captain, as a West Point graduate, would soon abandon them to 
take higher rank, This argument Nicholls met by a pledge 
that he would remain with the company throughout the war, 

The company wes thereupon mustered in and sent to Camp Moore 
for regimental orranization, Nicholis wes offered the colo- 


nelcy of the regiment, but felt bound to decline. ‘he company, 
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under the lead‘ of W. W. ‘Martin, then tendered a written- 
Meevease. but Nicholls had already undertaken to support for 

| colonel Henry B. Kelly, late lioutenant in the Army of the 

Parnited States. ‘This situation led to the election of Kal ly 

| Bar cdlonel and Nicholls as lioutenant colonel, Within the 
"Phoenix Company", now Company K, 8th Regiment Louisiana Vol- 
unteers, Lawrence D, Nicholls, formerly first lieutenant, was 

elected June 12, 1861, to be captain, The second lieutenant 
and junior second lieutenant each advanced one grade, and W. 
W. Iiartin became junior second lieutenant. By the end of 
June, 1861, the regiment was at Camp Pickens, Manassas Junc- 
tion, Virginia. 

whe fourth, the last, and thei most curious of. the early 

volunteer companies from the Lafourche district was the 
"Irish Volunteers", Captain William Barrow Ratlirr. Ratlifr 
had acquired Locust Grove Plentation, just opposite the 


LL 


~8"4n. autobiography of Francis T, Nicholls", edited by iiurnes 
F. Lathrop, Lolisiand Historical XVII (1934), v4y- 
60; Official Records, ser. IV, vol, I, 749-50; Mattie Nich- 
olls; Donaldsonvillsé, to Josephine N, Pugh, June 4, [1061] and 
(June, 1861]; Robert Lawrence Pugh, Camp Moore, to W. W. Paes 
June 12, 1861; W. W. ("“wnit") Martin to Magsie Littlejolin 
Martin, June 4, 1861 (from Camp Moore, Tangipahoa, Ban) , teu 
June _, 1861 (from Camp Pickens, Manassas Junction, Va.); anda 
W. W. Martin, Camp Pickens, Manassas Junction, to Joseniiina 

N. Pugh, September 12, 1861, Martin Papers. 

Membership in the "Phoenix Company" proved a near death 
warrant. ‘Though not engaged at First lanassas, the con: any 
Was, as Francis T. Nicholls Said, “in nearly every battle in 
Virginia", ‘The last of the Original officers of Company KX 
was killed at Gettysburg, July 2,.1863. sy early 1865 #the 

"little company which first left Assunption" was redueed to 
five or six men. Francis T. Nicholls, Nacogdoches, texas, to 
W. W. Pugh, February 5, 1865. 
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village of Napoleonville, in 1854, and in 1859 had married 
Elizabeth Bryan Pugh (b. 1839), daughter of irs. Thonus Push 
of Madewood. (4s a youth "he was mi schevious and rather 
inclined to sow his wild oats with a prodigal Hepa liekat 
thirty-five he no longer sowed wild oats, but his blast 
against William Reed Mills in January, 1861, had shown that 
his recklessness was not dead. His choice of a conpany 
likewise testified to a still boisterous taste. The "Irish 
Volunteers" were what their name implied—a company composed 
of natives of Ireland. Most of them aes probably ditchers 
and other laborers and artisans. Some camé from Assumption 
Parish and perhaps a few from the lower parishes, but most 


of them were from Donaldsonville,2t On fiay 21, 1861, Franklin 





10qiotation’ from a skétch of Ratlirr in Biographical and 
Historical Memoirs of Louisiana, II, 330-31. The information 
for the sketch mst have been furnished by Ratliff himself. 
Later in the war, as commander of an outpost company in the 
Grosse Tete country, he was a notable thorn in the flesh of 
the. Union forces. After the war he returned to Locust Grove 
to become, as the Memoirs sketch said, “one of the leadin; 
and substantial citizens" of Assumption Parish. Locsl trau- 
dition has it that he gathered about him a set of his wartime 
cronies, and that their activities were not altogether or a 
Sunday school cast. 

+ 


Lowe W. Martin, Camp Pickens, Manassas Junction, Va., to 
Josephine N. Pugh, September 12, 1861, Martin Papers, com- 
plained that Ratliff's company, "which contains very few 
residents of our parish", was Supported by the parish ut 
least as wéll as his own company. It is obvious that firty- 
five "natives of Ireland and residents of Donaldsonvili«" 
listed by Sidney a, Marchand, The Flight or _a Century (1000- 
1900) in Ascension Parish Louisiana (Donaldsonvills, Ree 
c. 1956), 151, as "enlisted in the service of the Conres- 
6racy on June 7, 1861" were members of Katliff's COinpsay. 
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Pugh visited Ratliff's camp and found that the company waceis 
to have made BoRssderahi's progress in the military line. n | 
On May 50, 1861, he attended a Féte de Dieu en Nilitaire at 
the Parish Church (Roman Catholic), and next day went to 
Ratliff's camp to "witness the presentation of the flag to 
the company, and saw it blessed by the Sse alters The "Trish 


Volunteers" proceeded to Camp Moore, where they became Cor- 


pany F, 7th Regiment Louisiana Volunteers 29 


The dispatch of four companies in April and May, 1861, 
was followed by a distinct lull. The war spirit was of doubt- 
ful intensity. In Reccmecien’ late in May, it was “like the 
tide, continually ebbing and flowing."** the three parishes 


had not in fact distinguished themselves, having sent only 


12tm his diary May 28 and June 18, 1861, Franklin recorded 
efforts by him to secure payment of the parish appropriation 
to Ratliff's men. At a called session on July 16, 1861, the 
Police Jury “appropriated $1000 for clothing for volunteers, 
and instructed the Parish Treasurer to pay to Ratliff's men, 
the appropriation made in April last." Diary, July 16, Tio. . 

Terrebonne Parish also provided funds for "purchase of aris, 
‘munition and equipment for local organized military units" 
during tiie war. The Louisiana Historical Recoris Surve,; 
inventory of the Parish Archives of Louisiana, No. 55. esis 
bonne Parish (Houma) (University, La., way 1941, mimco.), 47. 


1S ero the shuffle at Camp Moore the "Irish Volunteers 
emerged senior in service to the “Phoenix Company". Ses the 
dates of regimental nuster for the 7th and the 8th Rerii. ts, 
Oly. Ga ad. Records, SoU wie tol. 19/750; cand the -dates oi 
enlistment for Lawrence D. Nicholls and William B. Retitirr 
in 4. B. Booth, compiler, Louisiana Confederate Soldier. avi 


Loui sianae Cont'ederate Gonads (3 vols. in iM New -Orloi.. 


A ne mews. 


Toso vol. Lit, bk. a2, Al260;. and wo). IIl,.bk-. 2, ;. 52. 
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Ae ea Sie) (ensacole a Plo... to R210. Martin, ie Stake ACO. 
1361, reporting a conversation with one of the Kelangous OL 
Assumption 
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eee ae AB aha Louisiana 
one company @ach, — whereas De Soto Parish in northwestern / 


sent two companies’ by the end of hiay, a third in July, and 


a 


had a-fourth : 


iy hg 
he 


ce: 2S Sapte 8 sy, oh 2, 4 16. 
well along at the end of July. In men's piinds 


Vez y's 


“ETON WA OER Ps 
the .war was 


not yet a war in.any real Sense-rather it wus the 


eke or a. x 


prolongation of an intense political crisis begun in 1860, 
The scene. of major events was very distant, and hope for 
Bee corut ropoenition of Sortie: independence still flour- 
ished,t” Nearly all undoubtedly deemed themselves Warm 


Fr a ‘: 3 } | 
151wo: companies had gone from Assumption, but they contained 
sO many men from Ascension -that Assumption deserved credit fop 


only one,'. | 
meOr. William a. Thomas, liansfield, La., to Rarrie hurtin, 


dune 2, 1061, cand July 29,:1661., ‘Caddo Parish had sont vix 
companies by August. 14, 1861, and by September 4 Rapiuss fer- 
ish had also sent six. Bragg, Louisiana’ in the Confaderacy , 
61. ee Sen er aes ieee 

News about :the war spirit in North Carolina was heart: 7 
or disheartening ‘according to the locale or the eR OS Gic = 
ent. W. Slade Pugh, Hotel, Bertie Countyi an, Uz, to Wyott: 
Pugh, tiay.18, “1861; Fi ee te 

"Our folks here are very reluctant to expose tieir bodies 
as marks for rifles... <The Governor has called-on us for 
about 500 volunteérs and I suppose they wil! get 2oo- 

gre pt is: generally believed that provisious ure scurce Ln 
_this state, and the ‘governor had better not call out try wen 
unless’ he can provide for them... Wevare all bloékaded here. 

"the fisheries have caught a great many fish & they «. ht 
to help us considerably. -...."_ 

Very different in tone-was a 2OLCGr from Julius tar) ae 
Greensboro,.N. C., to, Maggie Martin, even eal OT ee Ny 
people are voluntecring every dayeonvewoime oto tic Stat ot 
war-we think and talk about nothing: else-except war, woe here 
aré in for thé whole war..." 


“'see, for example, Mattie Nicholls, Donaldsonville, to 


Josephine, N.*Pugh,, June 4, [1861], and (June, 1567"). IM .ttie 


thought that: the. Congress of. the United. Status would } ict — 
ate Lincoin!s course and.propose anyamitatle~ settlencut. Ga 
other public-events Mattie's Opinions: were vivorcugs., inc was 
shocked at ucceptance. by Bishop Leonidas Polk (who sho liow) 
of a coOmulssten’ inthe’ army. And shewas highly fdudioicst ut 
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supp por tera: of the Southern cause, end regarded the doubts 


and ‘conflicts ‘of! the recent: past as dead, Yet an outsider 


could’ not’ forget thatthe ‘Lafourche district had ‘always been 


-of'conservative’ tetiper, that © a great ‘majority of ite people of 


had supported Douglas and Bell, that its delegation’ to the 
secession convention had’ been solidly co8perationist with 
a tinge of unionism, © ~ eile RO | ae ; 

“To ‘say that ‘the. war had not yet bitten deep was not to 
gay: that: signs”of” war and special war activities were want- 
ing. ‘They were, indeed, quite plentiful in the course of 
summer and autumn, 

‘Whe patrol of: Negroes, probably perfunctory in nornal 
times, but strengthened during the secession crisis, was a 
matter for careful: attention after wer broke out. Early in 
June’ Franidin’ Pugh was: appointed one of the captains of 
patrol in ‘his’ ward. The board of patrol met weekly on Sun- 
day at Florian Rodrigue's store to plan the’ patrols for the 
Goex: The meeting of July“21 “determined to have a patroll 
once a week, after midnight, in addition to that already 


,18 


determined on,!' Vigilance activity in control of whites 





the correspondent: of the London Times, W. H. Russell (who had 
tarried near Donaldsonville), for his "publication offfall the 
"knowledge he had ‘obtained , Dy his admission to the camps of 
the hostile armies," Cf. "Russell's the Civil ar din America 
(Boston, [1861]),° which Sonteins his "letters” fr Fron March 29 
to June.1S, 186 61. 


lOstary. June ‘B: ie. Kats aa: Bae 1861. Pugh nentioned 
having gone on patrol “April 23, June 12, and July losis Attar 
July 21 he ceased to. record patrol activities—jrobably — 
Deoskiae a ac become poupine not because. they had lapsed, 
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paralleled Anoreased., control of Megngas:, 110n' Mey 3 50, 1861, 
Franklin noted, that. the Vigilance committee . ckilled, Ne. ERION | 
harmless, man in Paingourtville... A very. cowardly act! 
As. goon co war broke out. the . question. of *aGeh hone = 
defense came alive. . Louisiana had of course a militia sys-_ 
bem. the existing organization was based on an act of 1865 
which grouped the parishes of. the state aes five divisions, 
each containing two brigades. . Assumption and Lafourche Par- 
ishes, together, with the River parishes. of St. Charles, St.: 
John the Boptist, ‘St. James, ‘and, Ascension, comprised the 
first brigade of the second division. In defiance of geog- 
raphy, Terrebonne was grouped with the Teche parishes and 
three River parishes north of. Ascension to form the. second 
brigade. . ‘The. militiamen. and officers of each parish com- 
posed a regiment. - The first. brigade was commanded by. Exiee 
Gon: Ry Cy. Martin, the pogumppton., regiment by Col. W, W. 
PUSD sic: ‘The stendard, rpgimental, organization, called for, 39 
commissioned officers, . one sergeant major, 40 sergeants, and 
40 corporals. tthe aggregate nominal strength of the Lafourche 
district regiments in 1859 wags. Assumption, 1660, Lafourshs, 
1816, and Terrebonne, le12. Attachea to some of the repgi- 
ments were volunteer ‘corps: of cavalry or artillery. the 
"Donaldsonville Cannoneers" ‘ranked tes the NWashineton 
Artillery" of News Orteeha” ‘as the. best corps in the | Late’: 


In 1859 tthare were Ewe: conpanses of Wchadaeure® in St. Braiios- 
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on paper did not. exist. ‘in ‘effective. flesh. S Sone. of ‘the ie 


unteor companies were ° active, pat ‘Teast ‘by 1 fits and starts, 


The war inevitably pioduced a new interest in home ‘defense 
For the first six months’ ‘the mov enent. took the form of Potsie 
 borhood volunteer companies. As soon as “the: raising’ of troops” 
for the war was ‘well under way, Franklin Pugh turned his 
attention 6 home companies. On May 1, 1861, he discussed 
the subject with General Martin and undertook a canvass of 
the neighborhood . The results ‘were at first disappointing. 
After a meeting at Rodrigue's ators on Saturday, May 4, Pugh 
thought that Seek men ‘would de obtained in the neighbor- 
hood; pat a meoting the next Tuesday for organization of the 


company "was a complete failure There were only two, or three 


persons present—" Another meeting was held at Blanchard's 





12 cee Annual Report of the Adjutant General ... Janvary, 
185 1858 (New orleans, 1858; bound in Documents ... First Session 


ery el Miner ountiy Lesislature .., Louisiana, New Orleans, 1858 esp. 


po 5,. oe 10; and Report of the Adjutant General 44% January, 


1860 (Baten: Rouge, 1860; bound in Documents oo first Ses 


sion Sion .5. eth Legislature . Louisiana, Baton Rouge, 1660), 
2el-22. 


esp. pp. 


Siin DaiSoto, Parishy" Rach ward has. e, Hone Geena William 
G. thomas, Mansfield, La., to Mollie Littlejohn, June 5, 
1861. 
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store on ‘Sunday, May 12, ‘evidently with favorable results, 
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Si ¢ se es Ce phate baie ’ ; = dS 
for on | Saturday, May 25, a company paraded in. the pasture | on. 
Ce See: ares ay ESS eS Spe RE. eae PS Ghee tae ag gh Ah 
Poatner. Ng Pugh § first. recorded his om attend 
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on Saturday. on uly 13 he wont to ari11 "and ‘votumod . Po ee 


th NF 2 Nie Soe 
FP : 


attor dark ‘Wo had the drum for the first tine, which. Amproved ae 


the marching considerably. We hed the best says out today, 
we have had in a - long time thirty, oad ‘being present" on 


ee 5 $2 


August 17 ly: company, commanded by Captain Willian M. “Marks, 
"resolved to form a company under the Laws of the State, 

Cat ting EU pein Hope quards. Gen. Martin & Cor. W. W. Porn 

were present during the drill." on August 24 the officers 
received pommea ons “and the non=comnisstonaa officers 

were all elected. The compfany] is now fully org ganized, 
ities 47 rank: “and file." | “Organization did not ‘prove a 


tonic. Franklin feared September 14 that Sec "company will 


= a 


not ast longer than a few pecenek “It has but one above the: 


od 


legal soars now, and none are Solning, while atk talk is that 
more will resign." His fears were not realized, however, 

for all but three showed up for drill October 5—the fullest 
ettendance since the organization of the company. And company 


oe 


dee F. Pugh, dlary, May.1;-2,. 4; 7, 12,225 The. ‘dlary is 
somowhat ambiguous concerning the type of. company or companies 
projectel., Apparently there was only one company, begun as 
cavalry and converted within tro weeks to infantry. 
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The wenorad aotiadas of: the iLootelina « coast. hohe ‘to: do 


By. 


effective, at. the, mouth, ofp the, Missi soipptiin June; 1863,¢cn 


off Borwiek, Bay. and ‘the. ‘constof tho Larourcho 1 pal 


August, 1861, Se “To Prevent: trafficking with. ‘the blockeding 





vossels. Captain R. G.. Darden of: Thibodaux: (planting: partner » Aas 
of David Pugh) and another officer. were appointed. to. patrol * 
the. coastal waterways. from, Barrel. Keys. bos ‘Texas. with, Power: | 
to arrest "all persons dealing. with. the. eneny, or: persons: of. 

a suspicious character" ,”* On August. 13, 1661, orders for ~ 
like duty issued to Brig. Gen. R, C. Martin. He weebeleien. 
ized to visit all islands along the coast. from Barrell Keys 

to Texas and all bayous and lakes in the parishes of Lefour- 
che, Terrebonne, St. Mary and Calcasieu for the purpose of 
“Scene "persons who by wee their actions or their words 

may be considered suspicious characters, Violating the laws, 
e+¢ or who may be giving aid, assistance, or consorting with 


the énoeny, either tacitly or actively." ‘If necessary he 





Sm Oe we nn a re 


“Diary, May 28, Juno 8, 15, 22, July 13, 20, 27, pas 35 
10, 17, 24, 31, September 14, 28, october 5, 919,726. N6v~’ 
embor 9, 23, Welman Francis. Pugh (son of William W. and 
Josephine N, Pugh, born October 50, 1847) observed October 
10, 1861, that Marka? company drilled "Very well according 
to my ideas, which are not matured," "Journal", p. 4, 


oon, Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies 
An the War of the- Rebellion (30 vols. and index, Washington, 
1694-1907 ae SOT, 1, vol. :XV1,;. 528- 29, 535-34, 562-64, 571- "3, 
507, G4l, 687- 88, 698-99, A, FE Pugh, diary, July 16, 1861, 
noted the passage of a privateer down Bayou Lafourche “Nt 


avoid the enemy at the mouth of :the Mississippi." 
“4orficlal Records, ser.IV, vol, a ad fA 
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might: destroy. butldings or. shanties “which. may be. the resort 
of ‘the enemy. or ot his aiders— ‘eee OF of suspicious. charactors. : 


sand: evil-doers"., “Prisoners were ‘bo: be: sentito.ithe. ‘adjutant 





= oe a ae 4 F3 e 
general's ortice.?®. these ordors: ar. ‘broadly: construed gave. 





Martin. authority to make ‘arrests for disloyalty fabio b any- 
where in the. four: parishes, for ithe Anhabdtedsansaslor slower 
Touislana.were mostly along bayous. The. governor. probably 
_dintended,: however, no more than: the prevention: of: trade: with. 
the Federal fleet. The adjutant general. reported: ‘in: November 
that the work: of Darden and his colleague had been of Beat 
benefit to the. state 2° They did not, however, succeed in 
preventing the landing of foraging parties from Federal 


27 
vessels, 





25 orders. No. 871, Headquarters alan Militia, New . 
Orleans, August 135, 1861, Official Records, ser, i vol. Lit, 
724. Sone te 


2 

Setanta! report of HM. eelv ee Aagutant’ and hinabeetor Gen-. 
eral ‘Louisiana Militia, ‘November 22, 1861, Official Records, 
Boge Vist VOL e tL, TOE. "Grivot reported that only Captain A. 
a s Murphy, with whom Darden had worked, was still in the ser- 
vice. He mode no mention of Martin; nor 1s there anything in 
the Martin Pepers to show whether Martin's orders were executed. 


“lone Weekly Delta, November 30, 1861, clipped. from the 
liouma Civic Guard (Terrebonne) a letter. narrating an encoun- 
ter on Caillou Jsland, November 15, 1861. The narrator. and 
three compnnions (with & pilot and two Negro servants), vis- 
{tine the island in search of health ana pleasure, came upon 
26 armed men who turned out to be not part of Dardon's "Coast 
Cuerd” but. "Lincoln mon", slaughtering beef fron. "from Madam 
Clalborne Vhibodaux's stock on the island". The two groups 
met and conversed amicably enough, but as the: "unarmed inve- 
lida" dJoparted tha lsland in haste they were followed by a 
"das sardly" thourh harmless fusillede. , 

James B. Martin wrote from camp in Vines na we to: his brother 


R. C. Martin, Jr., in Assumption, December’ 10, 1861, that he 
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ment . in working for the | volunteers who: were jalreaays off tor 


the» WPS. 0. Choice: articles | ‘of food wore, \atepatched tron tin 
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to: times” Clothing “was a larger. problem to. be. ‘handled ‘on: a 
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codperative beat nd -On- aly: 9, 1862, the "Ladies: ‘held a 
meeting ... to provide clothing for the volunteers who-have 
fone to the war from this Parish, and | ‘matured . a plan which | 
iI think will be successful. The: gentlemen: provide the mater=!) 
ial, and the ladies are to take «charge of the clothing in - 
making it ipeten In July and August ‘Mattie ‘Nicholls - an 

Bustle Hall (the old Nicholls home in Donaldsonville) -was— 

busy on work sent up by Josephine Nicholls Pugh. She fin- 

ished seven suits and wanted at least eight more to work on. 
“Ladies are constantly coming to me, with offers of assist- 
anceé—many who have heard only indirectly that we have «such 
sewing on hand—" Later she was busy making flannel drawers 


end undershirts from BONIS ERT Re | Bg money pete 





saw by the Louisiana papers that the Yankees had landed on 
Caillou Island "and on our seacoast, in that neighborhood 
senornlly." He wanted to know why the "Hope Guards" and the 
xe ning oneBivestaateaiet #iiton down te cat them of f#. 


Gece: Robert L. Pugh, Camp Moore, to W. W. Pugh, June 12, 
1861 (hems), and James B, Martin, in camp in Virginia, to 
R. C. Martin, Jr., December 10% 1861 (coffee and syrup not 
yet received). 


By i! Po iMeh, Giary, July 9.18610 * We w: Martin, Camp 
Pickens, Manassas Junction, Va., to Josephine N. Pugh, Aug- 
ust, 1861, Martin Papers, reported that Captain Lawrence D. 


Nicholls (Mrs. Pugh'ts brother) "took the proceedings of the 
meeting of Ladies at Napoleonville (sent by you to me) to 


real to the men of our company,to let them know that they 
were not forgotten by their friends at home. in order 
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‘ among the planters,°° © ‘On August 29a “concert. was held tn 


Napoleonville "to raise funds to provide shints (woolen). for 
the- volunteers." : Franklin mugh’ staid home: all: “day! on: twos 3 
days to asoiat ‘in’ "packing the’ olintess clothing; hee oo 
hard ror ee WE enteveaded in- igotting into oun! hhds. Sl 
second concert in‘ Napoleonville late in September drow some 
200 auditors and yielded funds enough to pay thesdebtasatitl 
owing for the éléthea:-* The Ladies Volunteer Aid Associa=. 
tion of Lafourche ‘Parish collected in response to‘ a: general: 
call by the Governor one hundred and five pairs of blankets: 
for sick soldiers in Virginia. Early in September. they were  *: 
| "busily engazed in making uniforms, knitting socks and neck ~ 
comforts for the Lafourche Creoles,! 
In September the Lafourche district made an addition: to 

its modest volunteer record by contributing anothér’ company, ; 


———. 


SONattic Nicholls, Bustle. Hall, to Josephine: N. : Pugh’ Wood-" 
lawn, July (1861], (July or August, entity) August t (1861), ee. 
and” August 16,21 1e614:. seh 








BAA a vt August 3, 29, 30, Seo tomnen 2, 3, 1861. 


oe Dr ary, September 26-27, 1861. 


Pras cue from Thibodaux in New Orleans Daily C Oreséontil Sep- 
tonber 6, 1861, quoted in Brags, Louisiana in - the ¢ Confeder- 
Bey mee « Additional work for the soldiers later in the year 
is mentioned.in A. F, Pugh, diary, November 7, 20,°1861. 
Pranklin assisted November 3, 1861, an effort "to obtain sub- 
scriptions for the Louisiana Hospitals for Soldiers. Mrs. 
Leonidas Polk, Nashville, Tenn., to Foley, Avery & Co., New 
Orloans, December 30, 1861, W. W, Pugh Papers, acknowledged 
receipt by the Tennessee Hospital Assont ats or of sna from 
Josophine N. (Mrs. W. W.) Pugh. 
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‘the "Lafourche: Creoles", | “The: captain was Touts ‘Bush, 
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“Ang politician of Lafourche Parish, The first Leutenant 
ie : ie eete ; = 





Sthitd teu. 

: pete toa ree 
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“stated that ‘the, company would be reieod, armed and. equipped = 
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at thet expense of the ofticors.°4 ery Ca ie a at 
- Sumsior and autumn on the plantation was nee a time of | | 
active buying or wage or paying ‘or planting. _ Hence the 
Immediate and panei bie apreote of war. on plantation economy 
were necossarily Ssiisht. Property vaiues, which had fallen 
aha five per cent during the polietoal. crisis. fell another 
fifteen per cent after the outbreak of war,°9 But such loss 
was merely book loss unless one had to sell; if normal times 


returned, normal values would return with them. William W. 


‘Pugh received in July the disturbing 1 news that Foley, Avery 


o 











“Lafourche Unton (Thibodaux), ripe! 24, 1961, clipped in 
“Weekly Delta, August 31, 1861. The "Lafourche Creoles were 
mustered in October 5, 1861, as Company G, 18th Louisiana 
Volunteers, of which Bush had become major. Official ‘Rec- 
(eee yser. IV,.vol. be Aan Ee 

William W. ‘Pugh, Ir., tried to raise a company in August, 
1861, but failed. His efforts are referred to in-W. W. -Mar- 
tin, "Camp Pickens, Manassas Junction, Va., to Josephine N. 
Pugh, Ausust, 186Gb and to Magsie Martin, August 28, 1861. 
Both letters’ are in Martin Papers, 

The "Donaldsonville Cannoneers” were seeking horses along 
Bayou Lafourche late in August (A. F. Pugh; diary, Ausust 26, 
29, me agetl and they left for the war September 18, 1861 (Mar- 
chand, Plight of a Century in Ascension Ferish, 162). 


50h was the judgment of Franklin Pugh and the other 
appraisors of an estate which they had occasion to value on 
March 20 and again on May 18, 1861. See Pugh's diary for 
those dates. 
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: & Co. had sold Ses note for #2, 300 at two ee ‘cont. pers onth: 
; Rpt g ye grate a 3s 5 tae # ALE Pa 
ariel one-half per cont brokerage" those are ruinous rates. ‘but: 





I could. not hop it, all those who ee s have ‘fonay. fe. theay. 
SEE saat ea Pi: Pee AI Be sopeel nS Sar Be wate 
credit: with ny ‘tim it seoms to ne have tryed [sic] to see © 
Ay fas. ° Beads of eae |, Soe GAS Rao 


how fast they « could draw it: out, “tt is to ‘be. hoped ee they 
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soon wit Rot through. ae 36 The Amportance of one note for 
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#23 00. Was ‘slight; but ‘the news portended airrtoult finance ag 
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in the winter to come. Franklin Pugh had begun to think in: 
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terms of subsistence instoad of money-nalking, end to ‘value 
corn above cane, June 19: The crops, particularly the corn, 
need rein, "I do not care much for the cane, as sik will not 
give us cn rev[e}nue," June 263 Rain haa benefitted the. 
corn on Boatner, "and I hope will enable us to an with (ens 
we will make «oe Next year, I will make enough for all pur- 
poses, nie i have to plant the whole Plantation in corn ee 


For Plantation dwellers life went on in its oust quiet 


summer and autumn way, tempered a bit by spectal | war activ. 
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P. H. Foley, New Orleans, to W. W. Pugh, July 18, 1861. 
3°7 ' 
The old (1860) com and hay on Boatner seem: to have. biden 
exhausted before June ee, 1861. Franklin undertook to: save 
Fodder-whieh he did not normally do—because the hay. crop 
would probably be short, and 1t was easential to make fecd 
'“fOwscur mules~ which ara menerally poor and get but little 
io eat but prea and shucks", 

On Aurust 5, 1861, Franklin thought that the Boatner cane 
erop could be made to yield 400 hogsheads, but hé intended 
to keop It down to 300 hogsheads "by putting up ‘all’the seed 
from the plant cmne, and an abundance at that I think this 
should be pursued by all We Should make less sugar and it. 
would be a better MEAD pas 
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ities, “the. absence: ote “many. young ‘Blades, and an ‘undore 


of. unease about the future. In one way summer was’ quister” 





ethan usual, for: there were fow" trips. to mountattis » 3 ! 
ing places. Woodlawn continued to wechive dO = 
hundred ‘pounds of. ice: faofi Donaldsonvillo.°° ™1 Day to aay = : 
excitement was, probably less then it had been in the pole’ . 


59. News: of the Cotifoderate 


from Ochobers 1860, to June, Sth 
triumph. at. Manassas Sanction led Franklin Pugh, and ‘Wi11iem De. 
W. Pugh op believe, or at least to assert, that. the. war 7 
would be short and easy. 40 Letters from boys in the army, 
ote Priccines mentioning sickness, were generally cheer- 
ful potpourris about camp life, personalities, and news from 


home . 44 





. S8riehtor & Maurin, Donaldsonville, to W. W. ey june. 23, 
LE6I oes | 


me tone.of Franklin Pugh's cae, gives this “4nBPbak1 a, 


*Opiary, July 25, 1861; "One more such engagement ° and vic= 
toryuand we shall. have everything settled in a’ po or: EE 
, time 3 

SOW = W. Martin, Camp Pickens, Manassas Sener Vass: “66 
Josephine N, Pugh, September 12, 1861, Martin Papers: Martin 
has read Uncle William's letter "and tried to pick‘up some 
crumbs of comfort from it. He seems to think that the war 
will end with the winter and I sometimes try to persuade 
myself that it will, but I can[{']t do so. 


Flonere are thirtecn such letters, dating from May to 
September, 1861, in Martin Papers. 

W. Slade Pugh, Hotel, Bertie County, New bce to W. W. Pugh, 
Aucust 16, 1861, dealt with affairs in the area whence the 
Purshs, “the Mertins, and the Littlejohns had sprung, and to 
which they were still attached by ties of blood and familiar 
knowledge, 

"Old Sam Calvert's son John was killod in Jackson ... by 
BeOrenameey ss. > Old. Sam 18. a strong union man & I suppose 
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Franklin. Pugh hed all of, the, ‘Places, under his 5 charge 
eonhod Augustin,» “Whitme11, New Hope) grinding cane before 


the. end. of, Septomber.2, 


This was abnormally, early, end the — 
“cane. we was too, green. to yiela well, but Pugh evidently foresa 
a. break tin sugar. prices and a need to: get an supplies early eet 
-In New Orleans, October 2, 1861, he found ss ee 
more people than I ever before saw there at this ‘season. 


Everything is very high and looking upwards except sugar 
and molasses which are both going down very rapidly . 


eyed doubt if 50 hhds of New Sugar “and ‘200 Bbs°of New 2! oy) 


Molasses have been received and “yet the market has fal- 
len from 9 cts to 6 cts since the first was sold[: dy (45) 


By October 13 the sugar made on Boatner was approaching | "60° = 
hogsheads (the total crop was to be 400 hogsheads). "This — 


sugar, with its molasses, I hope will pay our taxes, and buy 


; rae 


John was also, and the latter made some remarks unsuitable to 
the present state of the public feeling. If the people of 
this county. were not very forbearing some of the.residents _ 
would find themselves in a tight place. Old Craig has been 
making some very objectionablespeeches and has advised per- 
sons. not to enlist kc. No one has interfered with or. rebuked 


him that I know of. These old line whigs have a great horror 


of any movement of the democratic party and they were all 
bitterly opposed to secession. All the prominent politicians 
now in the county are Whigs and that will account for. the 
difficulty of raising volunteers, but I heard it stated a 

few days since that Bertie had sent as many as most of the 
other counties. 250 more are wanted but they will not get 
that number unless they resort to a draft— 250 have vol- 

untecred." 


42piary, September 24, 25, 1861. 


43 piary, October 2, 1861. Sugar sagged to 3 cts. by Octo- 
ber 12; ranged from 2 1/2 to 2 3/4 cts. between October 22 
and November 6; strengthened at 3 1/8 to 3 5/8 cts. between 
Decenber 25, 1861, and January 10, 1862; and then fell to 3 
cts... on January 51 and February 21 and down to 2 cents on 
April 21, 1862. These prices are from the accounts of sales 
of the New Hope crop. Some of the price fluctuations may be 
due to variations in the quality of the sugar from lot to lot. 
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us seat for the winter, and we now have enough [meat] to 


1. "44 


poe RTo PE J ars Late in November the cane was giving 


an excellent yield of over one and one-half hogsheads to the 
arpent, but Pugh professed not to "feel much interest in the 
eane crop except for food, as it does not pay to do it. 
keally, the Hhds and wood are worth nearly as much as the 


AT, 
nao In New Orleans the stores were well-stocked 


bt prices were "awfully high" 48 The New Hope crop was fin- 


surar made, 


ished very early, and the New Hope sugar house was then put 


to making sugar from cane cut on the adjoining Mathews Planta- 


tren) 4" By December 13 the combined Augustin and Whitmell 


crops of W. H. Pugh & Co. promised to amount to 1,500 hors- 
heads, "which will, I hope, enable us to feed our nexroes and 


weather the financial storm, which is raging throughout the 


48 


country." When grinding was finished, eight of the fifteen 


44 1ary, October 13, 1861. 


45 


Ab \ .) a) 
‘JLary, Deeerber 2, 1861. "Small change is very scarce. 
They offered me omnibus tickets in a cigar store in chanre 
Pores quarter dollar..." 


4."7 


Peery. Novembor 26, 29, 1661. 


Wiary, December 3, 1861. The sugar and molasses mate from 
Nathows's cano wero sold for the joint account of Furh & Iinth- 
ews. Accounts of sales, December 27, 1861l-!ebruary 15, 1868, 


in A. F. Puph Papers. 


Woinry, Decomber 15, 1861. A month before this a collector 
for G. H. Bayly & Sons, a New Orleans grocery house supplying 
mony plantations on the Bayou, including the Pugh plantations, 
bad been in Napoleonville seeking delinquents. Franklin con- 
tratulated himself that he was not one. Diary, November 12, 
1861. But the day when he should be was not far distant. 
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Purch plantations had set new records. The Louisiana crop 

of 402,410 homsheads exceeded even the fabulous Crop t © 55, 
It was to stand unrivalled until 1890 and unsurpassed until 
1893. The market, rostricted by blockade, was glutted with 
Ssucar. ‘Tho planter did woll if he averared 3 cents a pound 
Yor his crop. This was a ruinous price. Except perheps 
for 1840 the Pughs had never before marketed &@ crop at an 
averase below 4 cents, and half the crops since 1828 had 
commanded 5 cents and more. 

An important innovation on the Pugh plantations in the 
rolling season of 1861-1862 was the use of sulphur fumes in 
place of bisulphite of lime for clarifying cane juice in 
sugar making. ‘The sulphur process was cheaper and produced 
better sugar. Franklin Pugh rightly judged that it would 
entirely supercede bisulphite.** 

The approaching exhaustion of pre-war pork supplies led 
to a new emphasis upon beef. Franklin Pugh recorded four 
purchases of beeves November 6-25, 1861, and observed there- 
efter that the cane stubble "is affording fine pasturage for 
our Texas cattle which are improving quite fast. They will 


2 
he eer 5 
efford us good beef during the winter" c 


rn eres ee. ee + eee 


“Dhany, Gotober eueDecemven” oS, 186] ; passim. Pugh nen- 
tioned inetallation of the new apparatus on New Hope, Waverly, 
Alvemarle, poatner, Whitmell, and Ausustin. 

ioe 


50 
tha ays November 6, 10, 19, 25, December 3 1861). The 


numover bought for New Hope was 17, for Aurustin, 16. The 
price of those for New Hope was £1 per head. 
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One sirn that plantations were not prospering was a 
reduction in the salaries of plantation manaysrers and over- 
seers. A. B. Sharp, manager of Augustin, was paid “pe, OOO 
a year for 1660 and 1861; his 1862 salary was only #1,500.°+ 
Valery Guillote, overseer on Texana, was paid $950 a yeer 
for 1660 and 1861; his 1862 salary was only $700. tho 
reduction was undoubtedly general in the Lafourche district. 

The sad stete of the New Orleans market pave planters 
an interest in supplementary outlets for their sugar and 
molasses, William W. Pugh consigned 30 hogsheads of sugar 
and SO barrels of molasses to Nashville, Tenn.°° At the 
seme time cotton planters were anxious to secure sucar and 
molasses on credit from friends in the sugar district. 

We find, (now that Lincoln has cut off our supplies 

of meat,) that sugar and molasses is [sic] the very 

best kind of food for our negroes, but the great 

difficulty, with many of us cotton planters, in 

this pert of the state [around Lake Providonce], 

is in not having, or being able to get the money 

to buy with [54] 

William W. Fugh offered to supply his friends and relatives 
and their reliable neighbors with sugar at four and one-half 


cents per pound and molasses at twenty cents per gallon 


ee eee 





aha H, Pugh & Co., Augustin Plantation, in account with 
A, B, Sharp, settled March 12, 1863. 
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OO 
“1, A. HeAlister & Co., Nashville, to W. W. Pugh, Novem- 
Ceti, COOL. 
william L. Knox, Lake Providence, Dee Watol Wiel. Puch., 
Dacewier =1'7" Wo It 
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f. o. b. Donaldsonville payable in notes bearing 8% interest 
and falling due "30 days after Opening of the port {New 
Orleans, no doubt] for the shipment of cotton", °° Or he was 
writing, Aapperently, to take cotton in exchange at eight ond 
one-half cents per pound, °6 In the first months of 1862 Fuh 
supplied small lotg of sugar and molasses on these terms to 
Various persons on the Yazoo River in Mississippi, in Carroll 
end horehouse Parishes, Louisiena, and along the line of the 
Vicksburg, Shreveport & Texas Railroad (Vicksburg to Monroe, 
ie). Gere the recorded volume of these sales in proportion 
to total crop was not very considerable.’ 

PevivApra)] 3. 1862, came the day of reckoning in money 
matters, Franklin Pugh observed in his diary; "This was pay 


oe 


c 


ences fe ten, Dixie P. O., Morehouse Paral Lay ato -W. 
W. burgh, December 24, 1861. 


pp, Bentley PUgh- DATES, toeayeewye Pugh, December Gln tool: 
and Jemes A. Pugh to W. W. Pugh, April i elpallt W GE 


Oven hogsheads and 4 barrels of sugar and 113 barrels of 
molasses, worth altogether 1,425. Account of "sugar shipped 
per order Gf sundries". April, 1862, w. w. Pugh, Ledrer No. 2 
Pee ULNery TeLtaraon this subject are William L. Knox, 
Lake Providenco, Lo putOnWeasW § Pugh, January 30 and March 20, 
es mod A. MiG) = BM he aBe O., Morehouse Parish, ive ipalsy Mata) 

Ww. W. Durh, January i, february 1, 1lé, March 29, LOGe + Dr. 
ee Ts ie 0 alee SY os ci PO ba. to W. W. Pugh, Decenber 60, 56.1. 
PevMnaiey 4) ai. ~O, LEG2: David A. Denny (son-in-lew of We. W. 
Pas aoo, City. iivas Avstoy Ws. WW, Poptr = Apt) LO LEG. Bese acy 
Gleo J. Jarry, Whart Master, Donaldsonville, to-W. W. Pugh, 
eC  Creood rt): andetbiarch 9 (letter); and bills of lading, 
Pt Lo farry, on Steamboat Mary T, (April(?)] 8 and ADDI .2Qs 
hese moneral Robert Ww. Williams, Bunch'ts Bend, Carroll Par- 
Ish, wrote W. W. lurch October le, 1861, that he and two friends 
ranted GOO barrels of molasses "to be paid for as soon as we 
“On mse snles of our cotton," This order, if filled, came to 
thout $5,000 and accounted for half of the Woodlawn molasses 
srop; there is no record of its having been filled. 





we 
» 

a , 

. 2 ee 


now on 20 7 > are 
hag Sdinte 3s onsestoxe af 10 





‘ ats 
at ee 
4 

= 







~ 66 4. se 
e48t Yo eddsow Jealt edd al ~".Savog *° | 
Pe 
odes 


a 


ms 


44 no wooenfom bas taqve to ever A 
. oa 

~'M at vewih oosaY ex? 00 . SHOR IO ee 
telwol ,eolet3s4 snyororos BE 


‘s af 


5 


7 
a 
4rore Vo mns yiudats fv 


~114- 


day at Napoloonville, and a gloomy time there was of it. 
here was less money paid out than I have ever known." The 
effairs of W. H. Fugh & Co. gave afte grounds for gloom. 
The company had discounted with their commission merchants 
in 1660-1861 notes totalling $41,000 due December 1/4, 1861- 
March 1/4, 1862. Notes totelling slightly under $25,000 
wore owing as the last instalments on lands purchased in 
1859 and 1860. And there were of course the usual annual 
plantation expenses. The crop of 1861-1862 brought perhaps 


oy From December 2, 1861, to March 27, 1862, W. H. 


&50,000. 
Pugh & Co. discounted at 8% and 9% a series of notes totalling 
&33,500. The proceeds of these notes and of the crop were 


apparently used to meet the notes for $41,000 maturing in 


o9 
December, 1861-March, 1862, and to pay the plantation 





as 
Mone Foley, Avery & Co. statements of account current with 
Aumistin and Whitmell Plantations, August 31, 1862, show 
sales of 885 hogsheads of suzar and 1,166 barrels and 177 
half-berrels of molasses, total net proceeds $350,081.87. The 
combined Aucustin and Whitmell crop was 1,525 hogsheads of 
suar (Champomier, Statement, 1661-62, p. 22) and about 2,105 
barrels of molasses (estimated), or 640 hogsheads of sugar 
ani 880 barrels of molasses in addition to that sold through 
Foley, Avery & Co. This additional sugar and molasses was 
worth at current prices about $20,000. 





(tere 

Yinhe notes for ~41,000 were still carried against Augustin 
flantetion in Foley, Avery & Co.'s statement of account cur- 
rent, Aucust 31, 1662, but they do not firure among W. H. 
Puch & Co.'s lester oblirations and must therefore have been 
paid in sore fashion. Of the seven notes discounted December 
2. 4e61-varch e7, 1@¢2, five’ for a total of $24,000 were still 
outstanding June 23, 1866, and were not finally settled until 
March 5, 1874. Soe judpments and marginal entries in New 
Orleans Canal & Banking Company vs. No. 1379 W. Hl. Pugh & Co., 
and Robert Pugh vs. No. 1417 W. H. Pugh & Co., Assumption Par- 
{sh Records, Judicial Mortgages 1841-67, pp. 565-65, 585-84. 
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expenses tncurred April, 1661-March, 1862. °° But the mort- 
rane notes of $25,000 for lands purchased went unpaid. The 
note-holders could not foreclose even if they wished to do 
so, which they did not. The only immediate effect of non- 
payment was an increased burden of interest. Yet if one 
know tho future, the failure to meet these mortgage notes 
symbolized the end of a rather lordly economic life and the 


beginning of a chronic struggle with insolvency.°2 


SO various We. H, Pugh & Co. invoices, bills, notes and receipts, 
mostly 1862-1€64, show that some few local debts were oither 
not paid in April, 1862, or were paid by note. A numbor of 
invoices for mud boots, cloth, rice, tobacco and hardware pur- 
chased in New Orleans January 31-April 17, 1862, amounting in 
all to $2,500.69, were probably considered not due to be paid 
age gp a & 


Slane total indebtedness of W. H. Pugh & Co., small items 
aside, stood after the April, 1862 settlement approximately as 
follows; 


Notes discounted, due 


May, 1662-March, 1863 $ 33,500.00 
liortgage notes past due 25,000.00 
Hebert & Landry 5,100.00 
Jean Baptiste Chédotal 7,910.70 
Firnin Blanchard . 15,400.00 
Jobn M. Howell 7,788.80 
Jane Robinson 28,471.99 
istate of Esther Ann W. Pugh 09,851. 37, 
succession of Cynthia Pugh 08,528.72 
Total $ 199,331.78 
Che first two items havo been explained above. The orisin of 
the debt to Hebert. & Landry is unknown. Tho notes held by 
Chétotal and Blanchard were probably rerarded by them as 
Investments. Blauchard had allowed the principal owed him 
to ro unpeid for more than five years. John M. Howell was the 


husband of Laure Jane Boatner, sister of Franklin's wife and 
mombor of the firm of H. J. Boatner & Co., which Franklin 
manared, Jsne Robinson, foster-mother of the Boatners, 
obviously regarded her loans to W. H. Pugh & Co. as an invest- 
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~Wirhland Plentation, adjoining Augustin, and belonrins 


62 


to the children cf James T. Pugh, was, like Augustin and 


ment and a means of assisting the firm; she was content with 
gon occasional interest payment. The obligation to Esther Am 
W. Pugh represented her share of her fathor's estate; Frank- 
Jin Pugh was curator of her property, and as long as she 
lived. only the interest need be paid; in the event of her 
Genth half the oblization would in effect be cancelled beceuse 
Lbo-members of W.°H. Pugh & Co. were among her heirs. The 
obliration to the succession of Cynthia Pugh was very much 
less than the amount the members of W. H. Pugh & Co. expected 
to receive as heirs of Cynthia Pugh when her succession should 
be closed. 

A debt of $200,000 was no mean debt, and under war and post- 
wear conditions it became staggering. But in origins the debt 
was almost entirely prewar, and anyone disposed to speak 
Beremiy OL W. i, Fursh.&.Co.'s prudence or acumen must in jus- 
tice View the debt@in prewar perspective. In 1858 the gross 
Peeeoervyelercallanpreaisement of the property of W. H. Push & 
Co. was $500,016.32, the net value, $325,852.92. The cross 
Value was substantially increased in 1858-1860 by purchaso 
and inheritance. And in 1860 the Nien te of the firm became 
heirs to three-sevenths of their mother's estate, consisting 
of lend and slaves appraised at $401, 658. 80. "Succession of 
W. H. Pugh: Account of Settlement", May 15, 1658, Assumption 
Perison Records, Acts 1856 [sic]>*vol. 2: "Succession of I'rs. 
Cynthia Pugh No. 775, Inventory", May 23-24, 1860. Assumption 
Parish Records, Succession Papers No. 775. 


) 

Of iehland had been managed by Dr. John E. Pugh since the 
death of both James T. Pugh and his wife in 1859. "An act to , 
authorize the appointment of a Tutor and co-Tutor" of the 
memoreieirs of Janes 1. Pugh, February 23, 1660, Loulsiana 
Decl. ot. ps tiowciildrent were under Choe eare of their 
maternal prandmothoer, Mrs. Frances L. Sprarue; of New Orleans. 
SreeeresVvod Btoniphiand, July*7) 1861 > *with the announced 
intention of living in the country "until this war is over.! 





ere olarys July t., Ipol =* in the sprinc*olels62 Dr. 
Poor £,. Puch, preparing to "enter the army, turned the manare- 
meas Of Hipniand*over to=<Thomas—B..spracue;: *Dr.-JdJohn’*E. luph, 


administrator, to Thomas B. Sprarue, special power of attor- 
noy, April 26, 1°62, Assumption Parish Records, Acts 18635[-] 
A(-J5 Le62 [alc], MadeDeinbLo. oy an Order or W. PURAB ei 
Trovesat Judeo of the Parish of Assumption, December 10, 1862, 
bee. frances, L. Sprarue became sole tutrix of the children of 
James T. Pugh and sole manager of Highland. Petition, filed 
October’ 26, 1665, in John Hobly vs. No. 1225 Mrs. Frances OL, 
Borecue, Iutrex, 6tc., Fourth Judicial District Court, Assump- 
tion. 
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Whitmell, at the threshold of serious financlal trouble in 
April, 1@Ge. The balance of account with Loblt, Cherpentier 
& Co., commission merchants, was $2,251.47 against the plan- 
tation, and other outstanding obligations amounted to at 
least $10,500. Such a debt, though not imposing when sot 

Me cast tivo value of the plantation and slaves (eppraised in 


1es9 at $185,177),°° proved to be more than the plantation 


could pay for many years to come.°4 


the records of W. H. Pugh & Co. and of the estate of Jams 
T. Pugh did not mean that all planters were seriously embar- 
. rassed in tho spring of 1862. William W. Push calculated his 
individual and Woodlawn Plantation debts due in Januery-April, 
1262, at about $50,000. Payment of some $8,000 was postponed 


by consent in one form or another; the remainder was paid 


65 


without sony signs of unusual strain. William's partnership 


ne ee | a ee 


vz 
OS Succession of James T. Pugh and Frances L. Sprague, inven- 


tory, July 9, 1859, Assumption Parish Records, Succession 
Paners No. TS56. 


. 


G4 


wee petition and Judgment, September 26, 1867, in W. H. 
Letehford © Go. ve. No. 1666 Estate of James T. Fugh and wife, 
Ponreth Shediclauljpictrict Court, Assumptiben. The judement is 
recorded at p. 10 of a volune ontitled Ienacs Contracts {1867- 
aes) Seo ailkoW ywHacugh &)Cow hremoklerre (J. Pavy and 

CG eva purchase of nates) due bythe succession,of James iT. 


. 


, LEGO wiConvevyance Book 30,) Ipp..s61-66; 


Purch, Yacerhar Ao. 


a5 aes : 
e“"(iats hy Wl Weoburt: of his debts lve tum the spuinenes 





Poot Fre at (Ueermeti mit ti, of MMe. Bk. ONG. 26" tn We We Pugh 
Pee Ve ro uets cone etatcrbwaysitciven)ehuit theyucan jenerally 
Peasioeer ay ned Jr entries inchis Cash Rook (1847-079). 


Alao portinent nra the 1u62 entries in bills Receitvable—Bills 


Jayeble [record of notes payable] (1846-1894); Foley, Avery 
& Go. in account current with W. W. Pugh, statement of June 2, 
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pemmratlon=, vin., Toxena (Pugh & Flower), Himelsya (Himol & 
Pugh), and Mount Lawrence (Pugh & Seymour), apparently made 
expenses or bettor on the crop of 1861-1862 °° 

The fall of 1861 brought elections for the prosidency, 
vice-presidency, and Congress of the Confederate States, for 
a fow state offices, and for the state legislature. The 
election of Jefferson Davis and Alexander H. Stephens was 
purely a matter of form, but the selection of elector and 
alternate in the Third District had the appearance of a con- 
scious effort to symbolize political unity. The elector, 
Edward Duffel of Ascension, had Fen OF. 84 Bell for the presi- 
dency in 1860 and voted a a conditional unionist in the sec- 
ession conventions; the alternate, Major Louis Bush of Lafour- 


che, had supported Douglas in 1860 and voted as a codperationist 





1862; and various invoices, bills and receipts, 1861-1862. 

The Woodlawn crop of 1861-1862 was 795 hogshends of sugar 
(Coampomter, Statement, 1961-62, p. 25) and about 1, 100° to 
1,200 barrels of molasses (estimated). Four hundred ana eleven 
hoxsheads of surar and 365 barrels of molasse3, net proceeds 
$15,643.54, were sold through Foley pnvery & Co. Thirty, hors- 
heads of susar und 50 barrels of molasses were consigned to 
Beshville, and 11 borsheads of sugar and 113 barrels of mol- 
assea were shipped to "sundries". (Above, pp. 112-13.) For 
the remainder of the crop, 343 hogsheads of sucar and some 600 
or 700 barrels of molasses, there are no entries of sales nor 
of proceeds in W. W. Purh'ts accounts. Six hundred barrels of 
molasses may havea been gont to Robert M. Williams. (Above, p. 
115, n. 57.) The sugar house boiler on Woodlewn burst Decem- 
ber 22, 1861, "throwing wood to our ware house a distance of 
100 yds." (Journal of W. F. Pugh", p. 9.) But it is unlikely 
that the explosion destroyed 343 hogsheads of sugar, 





S60n6 evidence concerning them 1s not very satisfactory. 
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in the secession convention. Duncan F. X<enner of Ascension, 
a veteran in sugar planting, horse racing, and politics, was 
slated for Congress from the Third District. He wrote Wil- 
liam W. Pugh thanking Pugh for a letter of September 10, 1061, 
signed by "several of your prominent Citizens". 
J am particularly gratified at it as 1 had heard that 
some of the strners ... would exert their influence 
arainst me, under the lead of a distinzutshed Citizon 


of my own parish-who claims to be, thonsh not of your 
parish, the a[r]biter of its political character. [67] 





Kenner was duly elected, Securing in Assumption Parish all of 
the 505 votes wast °° The selection of candidates for the 
legislature was also the occasion for some eliorts at politi- 
cal reconciliation. Dr. Thomas Cottman of Ascension, who had 
talked unionism for months after Louisiana's secession, informed 
William W. Pugh that ie was writing Pugh and a number of others 
"to whom shades of political opinion had operated personal 
estrangement—"— He thought all "political differences of former 
times" ourht to be ignored, and he had in mind a couple of 
candidates for the state senate from the Ascension-Assumption-~ 
Terrebonne district.°” By mid-October at least five candidates 
OTKenner, VewliivoersP, GOeceto Pugh, September 24, 1861, 


OVAanimption Pioneer, clipped in Daily Crescent (New Orleans), 
November 14, 1861. 

69 

Cottman to Push, October 1, 1861. Cottman feared that 
Ascension would not be represented in the lower house by men 
of adequate capsctty, and hoped that in Assumption "you may 
decide on sending your best men as the new financial system 
to be decided upon will require experience, judgement & a 


, ¥ i. of D of ee ul 


eq SS 


7 
con : —— z. € 
ty “ Jo 1" all e Jormisk 4 2 aoe. ' , r 
rs al » _ 
” ba 


Tay i aa 
‘qe Yo 103¢et @ F907 cyl BF 


a a ee 
$95 tnontmorg tvoy To Ie'ts' 


on ¥ineloustiaeg me ES 
s1ennte odd lo emer” 












ss 
os” ya 


oa 


+ rebow .om Jenlena 4 
» Ss + HnFyro ya Bae 
Hneirieq 


o 4 





we 


-120- 


head been "brought out" for the two senotorial soats. Wil- 
Jiam W. Purh himself was enesac His candidacy rosulted in 
defeat. His "friends" had not managed skillfully: but the 
fundamental reason for his defeat was in all probability 


Pugh's former differences with the dominant political fac- 


tions in the district. (+ 


The burden on parish treasuries for wartime expenditures 
led by December, 1861, to the issuance of Parish scrip. The 


parish of Ascension issued under date December 24, 1861, two 


—_ 


delicate appreciation of its bearing upon the large interest 
Saeche state ." 

For Cottman's recent record see BOOVe ere O, (6 Sp .as7-7, 
ne. cl, and p. 80, n. 24. He was never a man of much welsht, 
but his eccentricity and his political ubiquity secured him 
a gooddeal of attention. W. H. Russell, My Diery North and 
south (Goston, 1863), 284, wrote under date dune 8, 1861; 

The Doctor 1s allowed to rave on about his Union propensi- 
ties and political power 7 ocean. rotirry is permitted to 
indulreStmilar vacaries in Charleston, simply because he is 
supposed to be helpless. There is, however, at the bottom of 
the Doctor's onoprosition to the Prevailing political opinion 

of the neishborhood, a jealousy of acres and slaves, and a 
sentiment of animosity to the freat seigneurs and slave-owners, 
which actuate him without his being aware of their influence." 
For discussions of Cottman later in the war see Diary and Cor- 


respondenee of Snlnon P. Chase, American Historical Assocta- 


biony AunnialeRoport 991902, "11 (Washineton, 1905), 357,385, 
415-14, 424. 


ee a B, Bond, Crescent Place, [Terrebonne Bari ah], }toaw. W. 
Push, October 14, 1861; receipted bill, Signed Thomas J. Har- 
mils, October 20, 1861, "W. W. Pugh, Esq. to the Civic Guard 
[Houma], To announce name as candidate for the State Senate", 
10.00. . 


Trop very scant data on the outcome of the election see 
Dally vreacent, November 13, 1861; Weekly Delta, November 16, 
1861; Weekly ‘irae Delta, November 16, 1861. The returns for 
Lafourche show that there was no contest for the house seats 
in that parish. The situation in Assumption may have been 


the same. 
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series of notes sisned by the Treasurer and the President 
of the Police Jury. One series of one dollar notes WAS 
"Receiveble for all Parish Dues"of 1862. Motes of the other 
series read: "The Parish ... will pay to ### bearer, with 
three per cent interest from date, THREE DOLLARS... Redeem- 
able in ‘50 Parish Bonds, payable at three years from date, 
with interest at 8% per annum." The parish of Assumption 
issued under date April 2, 1862, a series of one dollar 
notes payable to bearer “on demand in Current Funds" and 
"Receivable in payment of all debts due the Parish which 


mature after the lst April 1863."72 





ee 


EL re ae of the three series are among the miscellaneous 
papers found acconpanying A. F. Puch's diaries. Only one 
half of the Ascension $1 note is preserved; the note may have 
contained an interest clause. The Ascension $3 note is No. 
489, the Assumption $1 note, No. 317. 

with these notes is a note dated Praniin, Las, one. le, 
1862, No. 1054, simned William F. Haifileich,.-promi sing. «to Ran 
to bearer $3 "in Confederate Notes in suna of Twenty Doll's." 
In 1061 iaifleish was sheriff and tax collector for the par- 
Peleor ot. Mary (Louisiana Acts, 1861-1862, bp. 22). 

In the same place is a note dated "Office under St. Charles 
feset (Now Orleans, March 15, 1862, siened I. L. Wilbur, 
brorisini to pay to bearer twenty-five cents "in Confederate 
Notes, in sums of 'l'en Dollars." 

vomo further hints on the paper floatines about are riven 
Peer elit or Fo H. Foley to W. W. Purine Uctovuer 1G. 1252 
(0.50 for “Uneurrent Shinplaster") and October EIT cs bre 
(:-5.50 for "Small Hotes Bk N Orleans", "cut Notes", and"City 
Uotes"). P. H. Foloy in account current with Vy. Weeehugh | 
PPatroment Of Novembor 9, 1863. On April 19, 1864, J. M. How- 
ell, [(Boatner Flantatton], wrote A. F. Purch: "We have some 
City money on hand-- Jf it 1s likely to be worthless let me 
know what to do with ite" 

the ltollece Jury of Assumption passed September O,ewooe , an 
ect authorizing the printing of parish scrip up to $15,000. 
ie Flonoer de L'Assomption, October 1, 1862. 
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At the end of September, 1861, the Governor of Louisiana 
issued an order intended to provide "effective efpedi@ation" 
for the militia of the state. Within each company beat the 
company officers were to prepare a list of all persons sub- 
ject to militia duty, and a ‘black list! of those who should 
attempt to evade or to obstruct performance of such duty. 
Persons on the ‘black list' were to be marked "as suspicious 
and enemies to the South." In the country parishes company 
drills were to be held at least twice a week, and battalion 
or regimental drills at least three times a month. Persons 
neglecting to attend drill were to be subject to the usual 
fines. They were also to be "noted and marked as suspicious" 
Officers failing in performance of duty were to be court- 
martialed,’° 

The order met with at least some measure of compliance 
within the Lafourche district. The Thibodaux Sentinel 
reported the militia there as improving rapidly in military 
tactics, with attendance "generally large, and the officers 
faithful in the discharge of their duties." Less happy was 
a case in Assumption involving the coercive features of the 
order. E, W. T. and Thomas S. Burbank, owners of Avon Plan- 
tation, informed W. W. Pugh, colonel of the Assumption regi- 
ment, that E. W. T. Burbank had been unjustly treated oe the 

"Sonders No. 1147, Headquarters Louisiana Militia, New Orleans, 


La., September 28, 1861, Official Records, ser. ies vol. LIII, 
7144-45, or ser, IV, vol. DRETSSY 


70h hae in Weekly True Delta, November 16, 1861. 
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phivsician who rofused to prant him a letter of exemption. 
-urbank, they said, was actually unfit for military duty. 

"] now place myself in youfr] hands onely wishing that you will 
do unto others as you would be done yyrer’s The reason for 
Lite Burbank brothers! excitement, although they did not say 
so, was a well-rrounded fear that they would be rerarded as 


"enemies to the South". Eight months later E. W. T. Burbank 


was to be arrested as a traitor. © The Assumption regiment 


was probably divided into battalions, one on the left (east) 
side of the Bayou and one or more on the right (west) side. 
franklin Pugh recorded battalion drill on the left bank on 
Beene er seen cl, 136, and January IG, 1862. The drill of 


December 21, in Col. W. W. Pugh's Woodlawn pasture, was 


attended by five companies comprising about 150 nenee 


An act of the legislature approved January 23, 1862, 


78 
undertook to strenrethen the militia of the state. Revised 


ee - eee  oe 


noe 
fo 


E, W. T. Burbank and Thomas Burbank, Doneldson F. 0O., to 
W. W. Fugh, November 14, 1861. 


Cnolow, pp. 161, 164-165. 
rev 
As early as Aurust 3, 1861, Franklin Pugh mentioned a 

furnout of 100 "rilitia and volunteers" for drill... Whether 
the, convenies drilling in December, ,.1661,,,.wore..regular or 
voluntcer militia companies does not appear. It is reasonably 
reriewn toat wor. of the activ ty in the sunwer of 1861 was 
by volunteer comnanies like the "Hope Guards", but by early 
wes the tulk of the companies wero probably regular i ren 
non-volunteer) companies performing compulsory wilitia duty. 


Me) puistiena Acts, 1661-1862, pp. 61-72. No chanre was made 


in the age for service (eighteen to forty-five years, inclu- 
sive), and the list of exemptions was rather extended than 
curtailed. 






as 


filw voy Jernd gatdety qieno ef 


oak 
. 


i 


‘ 
we | 


7a » 
> 


= i 


Bina UL 


? 


- 


eft 


ey 







ati niin " 
" 7 t secs 





ae ee ® 
ug ie 


voltia ,¢oomedtoxe ‘sede oS wine 
; ‘i os > 


7 ae : 
1 , Py ia 8 — ? 
ft uwnet bebnyoin-flow 6 888 
i 


“| "dteot oft oF sealmem 


12 od of em 








a4 


rules which the Daily Crescent thought "very strincent" 


iy 





aimed at here effective enforcemont of militia duty. 
Divisional organization was dropped in favor of a single 
major seneral placed inmediately under the Governor and 
immediately over the pispearebes Volunteer companies, which 
had been virtually independent, were to be brourcht more 
closely under headquarters and the brigade commanders. The 
maxiinum term of active service for militia detachments, for- 
nerly three months plus a possible sixty days emerfency duty, 


became three months plus a possible six months emerssency 


duty.&t 


The new militia act had hardly gone into effect when 
Forts Henry and Donelson fell (February 6 and 16, 1862), send- 
ing a thrill of unease the length of the Mississippi. Amid 
new calls for troops for Confederate service there came to 
the Eeaourdhe district what amounted to a draft for state 
service. John L. Lewis, newly elected major general, ordered 


Reec.eMartin, brigadier general of the Fifth Brigade, to call 


Minily Crescent, January 29, 1862. 
One abolition of divisions required changes in brirade 
desismuations. R, C. Martin, who had commanded the l'irst Bri- 
mado, Second Division, was appointed February 18, 1862, brig- 
aijer eeneral of the Fifth Brigade Louisiana Militia to teke 

pen as such from January 16, 1661. His commission, dated 
Merciiec +. 1oo2 2 ia) tii Martin’ Peperss ‘The new Fifth’ Brigade 
incluged the same parishes as the old First Brigade, Second 
Division (ebove, p. 99). 

Gore notion of the progress of the reorganization may be 


had from a notice of February 11 and various orders of February 
Tsee Ss iniie ly Crescent, February 12, 17, 18, 19, 24, 1862. 
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to call for sixteen companies of “Volunteers for Stato ser- 
vice" from the several parishes of the brigade. Each compeny 
was to comprise four commissioned officers, nine non-conmis- 
sioned officers, and not less than sixty privates. Six com- 
panies were to come from Assumption Parish and five from 
Lafourche, while Ascension was to furnish two companies and 
the other three river parishes only one company aeene If 
enough men had not volunteered within ten days, then a suffi- 
cient number to make up the companies required of each parish 
wore to be detached from the parish regiment. In detailing 


mou Martin was instructed to take "care to detach, as much as 





practicable, the greater number from those beats in the par- 
ishes, which have furnished the smaller number to the provi- 
sional army." These orders Martin embodied in his own Gen- 
eral Orders No. 2, February 28, 1862, directing the colonels 
of his command to make the detachments necessary to fill up 


the companies required from their pee enters This onerous 


Cee orders did not explain the marked inequality in the 
demands made on the several parishes. The river parishes 
were plainly more open to attack and more likely to need their 
forces at home. The population and the volunteer record of 
erech parish may also have been taken into account, but the 
disproportion is too great to be explained entirely on those 
erbunds., 

85 
Newspaper cutting in Martin Papers. The orders are dated 

at Hendquartors Fifth Brigade Louisiana Militia, Albemarle, La., 
and sipnod by R. C. Martin, Jr., aid-do-comp. The third soc- 
tion of Martin's orders enjoined obedience to General Orders 
No. 5S of the major goneral directing commanders of volunteer 
units to roport the names and residences of persons resigning 
from thoir units in order that such persons might be returned 
to, the remilar militia’: 
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duty Col. W. W. Pugh had to perform in Napoleonville on 
Miarch 13, 1862.84 The sequel was most unfortunate, for after 
the detail had been made and reported there came a reply from 
militia headquarters that the men were not needed unless they 
were armed, which they were not. According to Col. W. W. 
Pugh the incident 

produced great demoralization among the militia and 

great dissatisfaction with their colonel, as they 

ignorantly attributed all their trouble to him and 

openly charged that the whole movement had its Origin 

in a desire to force them into the Confederate, and 

not the state service as was represented by orders 

from Head quarters. [85] 
This was to be but the first of a series of grave misunder-~ — 
standings between Governor Moore and the militia of the Lafour- 
che district. 

Except for individual enlistments, no troops left the 
Lafourche district for the war between September, 1861, and 


86 


February, 1862. By February, 1862, several reasons dictated 





Shires F. Pugh, diary, March 13, 1862; "Went up to Napoleon- 
ville, where they were detailing men for the army." 


“Sige W. W. Pugh, Headquarters, Assumption Regiment, to 
Brig. Gen. R. C, Martin, July 8, 1862, Martin Papers. 


= Sayer Rev. William Littlejohn's son Joseph B., 18 years old, 
who had been in Virginia, enlisted at Camp Piehvid le. La. 
September 26, 1861, as a private in the "United Guards’! etee 
K, 8th Louisiana Infantry), on duty in Vircinia. J. B. Little- 
john, Oatland near Leesburg, Va., to William Littlejohn, Aug- 
ust, 1561; Booth, Louisiana Confederate Soldiers, vol. fd 
bk. 1, p. 771. Brig. Gen. R. C. ifartin's son, James Coe, wy, 
years old, ran off to Virginia to enlist at Canip Porras Via.) 
December 7, 1861, in the "United Guards" (of which his brothsr 
"Whit" was second lieutenant) as a substitute for his cousin 
Corporal Robert L. Pugh. Booth, vol. lil, bk. eis: kre 


C. Martin, amily Record. 
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the formation of further conpanies. One reason was that the 
Lafourche district in common with the other country purishes 
of the Creole region in southern Louisiana had a volunteer 
record so bad that it was bound to Shame any patriot who 
brought himself to contemplate it. ‘he New Orleans Bad ly 
Crescent published February 21, 1862, a communication Pron 
"A Volunteer" which carefully tabulated the companies tren 
in active service from each parish of tne state. Three of 
the coastal parishes and four River parishes had furnished 
no companies at Ane Nor would the records of any of the 
lower parishes stand comparison with the records or tie per- 
ishes to the north and west. "A Volunteer" dia not hesitate 
to drive home the conclusions from his data. Concerning the 
Lafourche district he said that the 

large and populous parishes of Assumption ... and 

Terrebonne have given each but a Single company, 

when near half-a-dozen a piece can well become their 

number; and Lafourche and Ascension with but two 

companies each ... should by all means contribute 

much more than they have done... [88] 

Another reason for volunteering was the reorganization 


of the militia system which began with marked vigor aboutthe 


middle of February. The new System looked strong enou:si: to 





Btn take this fact at face value was, however, somewhat 
unfair, at least to the River Parishes, for they were close 
to New Orleans and had almost certainly furnished many vol- 
unteers to New Orleans units. 


oD number of other parishes are dealt WLON in this saiiea 
passare. "A Volunteer" did not especially sinrle out the 
Lafourche district. 
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compel all eligibles to do militia duty, and there was nore- 
over a plain possibility that volunteer and repular militia 
units would be called into active state service, which was 
onerous without being Henoririe.?? When the call actually 
came on the last day of February it was heavy enourh to 
insure that most men of optimum age who were not too nuch 
encumbered would have to Woon? The prospect of compulsory 
state service for three months or more necesserily worked to 
overcone reluctance for volunteer service under the vonred- 
eracy.?+ 

The third and most impelling reason for a wave of voltun- 
teering was the perilous military situation in the West 
after the fall of Fort Donelson (February 16, 1862)" Louisi- 
anians were alarmed not only for the Confederate cause end 
for their neighbors to the north, but also for their own 


safety. A Federal advance along the Tennessee River to the 


Bea 16 end Brigade Louisiana Militia was ordered Pebruary 2s 
Por report =i or;active statevservice February 27, L&62.5 . ie 
lst and Srd Brigades Louisiana Militia and the @nd Priscog 
Volunteer Troops were ordered February 25 to hold thetrocives 
in readiness for active service. Daily Crescent, belay 
po,emeoe. ibese were ali New Orleans bripades. 





Bea boven oh a by ag 


Pdrenrederate conscription was soon to becone a more piruss- 
ing reason for voluntee6ring quickly, but the conscri; tien uct 
was not recommended by the President until march wr’, Leut, 
Boob ete oe ities Lenpl sy 1891649") OPN Cig Ne coria Coa LV, 
VOL. 4a, a0od, TOUS-97%., 


sh glean Hall, The Story of the eoth Louisti lifen- 
try, in the service of the Confederate. States (i, ron 1s 


This book was written in or about BCol, 
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vicinity of Corinth, Miss., would flank lemphis and the liss- 
issippi River defences above that point and might open the 
whole lower Mississippi to Federal gunboats and transports”? 
A call by the Governor for five and one-half reziments of 
volunteers for Confederate service hud already gone out when 
Fort Donelson bolle kL When Beaurezard arrived to assume con- 
mand in western Tennessee and Mississippi, he pressed urvsitly 


for more troops. On February 25, 1862, Govemor Moore und e 


4 


special messenger from Beauregard issued "Soul-Stirring 
Appeals" for 5,000 troops to proceed to Jackson, Mane And 


Beauregard's name did stir souls. Was he not boti favorite 


son and victor at First Manassas?°~ 


Q 

°° the Daily Crescent, February 12, 1862, said tiat if 
twenty or thirty gunboats with trunsports could pass Colun- 
bus, Ky., they could proceed down river and “do an tmnonsity 
of danage, even if they found it impossible to oftrect a peor- 
manent lodement." 

Oe 

tne requisition from the War Departinent to Moore, etru- 

Beve>o Pieo2s seine Official Records, ser. IV, vol. 1, 903, 
note; tioore's proclamation of February 14 callinys for volun- 
teers tormeot™the roquisition, in Datly CUrascent, February 
£5, TheGe. 





} 


American Annual Uyclopaedia and Rerister of Tinportaunt pycct: 


Daily Sroscent, February 25, “1062; also available in rhe 
d 
Wilew York)? *tec2') pps 552-55 *headrs aid was, willin.: 4 





accept troops for ninety days. Boaurezard to hioore, Pouru- 
Stes eleog, Daily Crescent March 3° ‘1362. 


OG,, 


in west Baton Rouge Parish the "ma--ic namo of our croat 
Beauregard, seems to have infused a warlike spirit inte the 


whols community, & we hear of but few, who are not ;: aed Tie 
toclkeave their homes’ (for “military servica}." one ot wv. vi, 
Pug aeisteraytrobably Harriott Wlizga Dnompson, ter bic 


Rae eo weer ate, “Da., to Ww. We. Purh, aiarch ll, lise 
Poon troied, honstiieldi, La., to Nessie Marth 
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Under these pressing circumstances the Lafourche district 
quickly raised six companies. An Assumption conpuny was 
asseubled by "Whit" Martin, who already had 3ix month's exper. 
fence as a second lieutenant in Virginia.?- save for the 
captain and three Irishmen, the Company of etzhty-five rank 
and filo was almost purely Creole in composition. ?2 fn 
Lafourche Parish the lead fell to Winchester Hall of the 
law firin of Bush & Hall. A company roll was opened on Seture- 
day, February 22, 1862. Some forty-ojid names were secured 
the first week, and about fifty more were added the next Sat- 
urday during a barbecue addressed by Pierre SoulS and others, 
"the comunity seemed thoroughly aroused, and the completion 


of the Allen Rifles whetted the public Jemand for another 








Sister], March 7, 1862: Her husband, Dr. William G. Yhomas, 
upon whose labor they are "perfectly dependent" for a living, 
“is strongly tempted now to join a company just beins ruised 
in this rarish [De Soto]; though I Scarcely think he will do 
SO. las brother Robert [Magvie's husodndy*’ROYCoUMarlinge Jey] 
By des ol going? There is a great deal of excitement hure 
Since the distressing news from Fort Donelson; old men and 
little boys 14 and 15 years old are enlisting..." 


meee eid, VOl..TTT Dk 2 ope eib YR, CY malt PAE [ its ue= 
ord; J. B. Martin, Headquarters 8th Neeiivent® Lowit fans x lun 
foots, Camp Florida’, Va., to Rr. c. PUN A UGCewoet 10. 
1661; receipted invoice, March Viper et Or UG Varig. aT 
rench cottonade and 3 5/12 gross of brass Pubtone, watts: 
wmewtin Papers; W. F. Pugh, "Journal", p. 10, Panu oe, Lite. 
OBr . “eee mes thy wee daa ; 

the muster roll at orsanization, apvil 2, Loe ie in 
Hall, twenty-sixth Louisiana CUT Geri eae Ce, Ges WUE: &) 
frequenciss wero very typical ot' ASSuMGCLOnN Parlsli. i 
occurring three times or more were Aucoin, verre ray. <f)- 

i¢ 


Goulreau, 6; Bourg, 4; Delaune, 3; COA Oe Meee oh TTC a tY bee 
fiimel, 4; Thibodaux, 3. 
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conkitiiy (e. A second company with Ulcophas Lavarde @3 cap- 
tain was soon raised, The same feriacat wag worktime in Verve - 
bonne Parish, where Duncan S. Cave and John J. Shaffer, both 
sugar planters, raised companies. A third small Lerreboutne 
company under GC. O. Delahoussaye was conpleted in Byriei. rhe 
Lafourche companies were about &5% Creole in persouvel, the 
Terrebonne companies, about soy.20° Hall's company wus oidered 
iiarch 18, 1862, to Camp Lovell, at Berwick Bay, and was there 
joined by four of the Lafourche district companiés and three 
Teche companies. The officers, except Martin, Shaffer, and a 
few others, were utterly green. Hall "studied Hardee three 
hours daily, and drilled the Allen Rifles four toemeeeele at On 
April 5, 1862, the eight companies organized, without official 
sanction, into a regiment with Alexandre De ia rit es az col- 
onel, Duncan S. Cage as lieutenant otal eNotes Winchester 
Halil as major. On April 20, 1862, the retiment was ordered 


to Hew Orleans where, by the addition of Delayhousse's COL pany 





29 He1 1, twenty-sixth Louisiana Infantry, 2. 


100 AIL fedet | 
at organization Hall's company contained 101 rank aid 
file, and Cage's, 114; on October oO, 1002, harerds |S -cotdinily 
contained) 31, Shaffer's, 64, and.k, G. Winder's (Tomei y 

Delahoussaye's), 34. 
101. 
T6idg ,Us 


Ee ds, i 
A St. Martin suvar planter and forner ule Meio ee int tat" 
governor, William jienry Perrin, ed., Southwest Lot 


Biowraphical and Historical (New Orleans, lool), [pt. a1], <1. 


105 cure, "sacession" candidate for the convention in } i 
lately been colonel of the Terrebonue nilitia recipent. tatty 
Crescent, February 18, 1862. 
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from l'érrebonne and a Natchitoches Company, it becune a rut] 
fledged reviment, the twenty-sixth Louisiana Infantry +04 

whe unease of Louisianians in the early months of l&Ge 
was not directedly solely toward the nortn. ‘Yhe Mmenuce of 
an attack from the sea was known to be prowing. THe atbuck 
if it came would be aimed at New Urieans, and the Confeder. 
ate defenses were desipned to protect the Clty. Prossible 
water or Water-and-rail approaches to New Orleans, aside 


from the main approach up the River, were numerous and well- 


oo eee 
known, Several of the approaches bordered upon or traversed 





ne data in this paragraph, unless otherwise cited, are 
from Hall, Iwenty-Sixth Louisiana Infentry. On the raising 
of companies and regimental organization see pp. 1-5, iP oe ee 
muster rolls of the companies from the Lafourche district are 
at pp. 170-86, 193-99, 210-28, -resigned 

Eecause of aze and ill-health pe) Lous t and Care found 
field duty too much for them and fat WeCheoure Near thea’ uj! 
of 1862. Hall becane Colonel, William c. Crow, of Latuyeitea, 
lieutenant colonel, and W. W. Rartin, major, by pronottous 
November 25, 1862, Hos tee eS lee Mart: im wis twenty-two 
peeries to .C’, 

the letters of W. W. Kiartin, James B. Martin, and R. Cc. 
Martin, Jr., hiartin rapers, furnish copious inforuation on 


the nistory ot the repinent Prom June, 162, to diely © 1uUGsS. 
Company li, 28tn Louisiana infantry, raised in april Joo? 
by kmilo Lvariste bauve, came at least in part? Dron asec - 
tion Perish. Biographical and Historical henoirs Of Louwisi- 
AITES, PV, © OVOLY 5.469 8 539s 
Hall, p. lil, says that Laf‘ourcho Perish contrilnrted 4 
Company to the 30th Louisiana infantry. 


7 
PP wtie United States Army had been concerned eG Cee * ok — 
lem at least since 1815. Captain G. W. hughes of the POpPO- 
Brepuicel Engineers made in 1842 an elaborate Report cut iialed 
Mmilitury Keconaissence—Approachas to hew Orleans (ict be 


lished). “imphreys and Abbott, authors o- thysies 
Hydraulics of tho iississippti, Woe THoOPoU) bye t aid Liss wi th 
the approaches, as was boldtmeye Weitzel, thes lisitenant o: 
Knvineers upon whom hajor Goueral BoM ee ies Gut l oy 


Chiefly relied. 
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the Lafourche district. ‘The first west of the mouths of 

the Mississippi was Barataria Bay (immortalized by the pirate 
Lafitte), which was protected by Fort Livingston, on Grand 
Terre Island. The next approach was Bayou Lafourche itselt. 
A hostile force could ascend the Bayou to Raceland or to 
Lafourche Crossing and proceed thence by the New orleais, 
Opelousas and Great Western Railroad against New orleans; 

or it might ascend all the way to Donaldsonville and come 
out on the kississippi. To prevent any such venture a lit- 
tle work called Fort Guion had been erected on the lower 
Bayou in the early fall of 1861. West of Bayou Lafourche 
was bayou Grand Caillou, which also gave access by water to 
the rail line. Grand Caillou was blocked by Fort Quitman, a 
twin of Fort Palonease West of Lafourche and Grand Caillou, 
and more important than either, was Berwick Bay, entry way 
to the Teche and the Atchafalaya and the maze of waterways 
in the Atchafalaya Basin. From Berwick Bay it was possible 
not only to ascend the Teche but also to reach Red River and 
the Mississippi by water. Brashear City, on the east side 
of Berwick Bay, was the western terminus of tho Lai roud, 
and could be used as a base of attack arainst New Orleans. 


Berwick Bay was protected by two works, Forts Berwick and 


ee ents ee SF 
106 : ms 

torts Guion and Quitman were earthworks extendiny "rom 

Swamp to swamp on either side of the bayous", each .:.rrisoned 


in January, 1462, with two companies supplied with two 
Se-poundérs and 1,000 pounds or more of powder. 
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"peor! ortivial Records, ser. I, vol. VI, 560, 582, 774-75, 
804-05, 819. ‘The general problem of the defense of New 
Orleans is outside the scope of this Study. lor a summary 
- account see Bragg, Louisiana in the Confederacy, 97-106. 
‘Primary material on the subject is very copious, for the 
apparent ease with which the city fell led both to a court 
of inquiry (Official Records, ser. ee Ole Vie 904-654) end 
to a congressional investigation (Officiel Records, Navy, 
ser. II, vol. I, 431-809). 
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Chapter III 


j Impact of War 
April, 1862-October, 1862 


$ 


On the anniversary of Fort Sunter, April 12, LEGGE. the 
people of the Lafourche district had been at war for one 
year, or so they thought. the truth was that neither their 
minds nor their bodies yet knew the reality of war. YVhrough- 
out 1861 the war to them was a political crisis still open 
to quick and happy solution. War activities and war disloca- 
tions existed, to be sure. But most of life ut home ran in 
customary grooves, while sons and husbands gone to the dis- 
tant war were few and their Dorvinsiieni. “hisnteen hundred 
and sixty-two was to bring home war in dreadful earnest, 
first in form of seneeonege anxiety and hatred, then by enemy 
invasion. A fleeting threat of death and destruction by 
enemy action became the prelude to days when no man know at 
what instant servile insurrection would flame out across | 
the countryside, This nishtmare passed, to be followed by 
long months of humiliation, demoralization, and unxicty 
over the means of life. 

On April 18, 1862, the mortar flotilla of the !"ederal 
fleet began to bombard the forts that cuarded the mouth of 
the Ifississippi; on April 24 the forts were passed; on April 
25 New Orleans fell to the fleet without a fight; and on iny l 


the city was occupied by Federal troops under benjamin rraik- 
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lin butler of Massachusetts, major general commanding the 
Department orf the Gulf. 

For the Lafourche district fall of "the City" was a blow 
stunning both by its suddenness and by its weight. What wes. 
worse, the fall of the Lafourche threatened to follow hard 
upon the fall of New Orleans. The River up to saton Roure 
passed immediately under control of the Federel fleet; thus 
Donaldsonville, at the head of Lafourche, was at the mercy 
of Federal guns. A force landed there to move down Lafourche 
could be met, if they were met at all, only by raw and ill- 
armed militia. The lower parishes, Lafourche and Terreborue, 
which might have been momentarily secure, were in fact even 
more vulnerable. The modest defenses of the Lafourche dis- 
trict had been designed entirely with a view to blocking 


approaches to New Orleans. When the city fell by frontal 


attack, the local defenses pointed toward the coast collersed. 


Miansfield Lovell, Confederate commander, was intent upon con- 
centrating his forces at Camp Moore, on the Jackson reilway 


78 miles above New Orleans, 


Knowing that the enemy would at once seize the Ope- 
lousas Kailroad [from Algiers, opposite hew Urleuns, 
to Brashear City, on Lerwick Bay], and thus cut off 
the troops occupying the works on the coast of West 
Louisiana, I sent orders to the different commanding 
officers ... to destroy their guns; and, taking their 
small-arus, provisions, and ammunition, join me at 
Camp hkoore. 


The troops from serwick Bay were brought away "in a very 


creditable manner, but those at the other works becane deémor- 
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alized, disbanded, and returned to New Orleans." 

The evacuation ordered by Lovell leit the parishes of 
Lafourche and Terrebonne wide open to the enemy. The roll- 
ing stock of the railway fell into lederal hands, and on 
May 5 Got. J. W. McMillan went the length of the line with- 
out etectonce.” A few days later he was buck. Detrainins 
at Terrebonne Station, he proceeded with sixty-five men 
entirely unopposed through the heart of Terrebonne Parish 
and far down Bayou Grand Caillou, where he captured whet he 
had come for, the blockade runner Fox, laden with 15 tons 
of gun powder, medicines, quick-silver, and pape 

McMillan's visit had for Terrebonne a most bitter after- 


math. According to the Federal version, * Kicviillan's downward 


1 ovell, Vicksburg, Kiss., to Gen. &. Cooper, Adjutant und 
Inspector General, Richmond, Va., iiay 22, 1862, Oficial cec- 
Bras umeagroal Vol. VI, O15. For later repetitions ol tiie 
substance of tiisestacomelru Scere 56 Onl, Vol MEV NiSGrt, 
656. 


Pat Berwick Bay he captured two small field pieces with 
amiunition, broke up a nascent military organization, end 
breucht off two citizens "who persisted in insultine’ his 
Lroopea. bot -Plse PRY ARV OLSCViiposO0G} 





Shui Pakaor. suphvol PeXVp 424ep0Cf..dbid., ser. 1, vol. Vi, 


656-546; and Private and Officiel Correspondence of Gen. bon- 
jamin F._ Butler During the, Lertod_< ol | the selViluwon (o vols., 
{Norwood, Mass.], 1917), She 

ane KY. Butler to Ldwin M. etanton, June 1, 1ld62, and Lieut 
Col. John A. Keith to Butler, May 22, 1862, with enclosures, 
Pie eee hNecords. ser. 1, vol. XV, 447 - 48, 490-57. ieiin's 
highly circumstantial and rhetorical report displays nota 
little actual or sintlated taste tor terrorism. The story of 


his punitive expedition is recounted with sreut relish is 
James Parton, General Butler in New Orleans (wew York, 1005; 
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passage through Houma about 2 a. m. May 9 or 10 was followed 
later in the morning by a meeting of the Terrebonie militia 
to decide upon means of thwarting McMillan. The meeting 
broke up without accomplishing its purpose, but late that 
ef ternoon or the next afternoon four of lichiillan's soldiers . 
returning to the railroad in wagons were waylaid by a small 
armed band just south of Houma.” Two of the soldiers were 
killed and two wounded, one of the wounded being captured. 
The dead were, by Federal account, "brutally and dissust- 
ingly abused" and then buried in a shallow hole "directly in 
front of the courthouse, and in the most frequented place of 
the town." The captured man was kept in jail for the nirht 
"in the same cell with a negro under sentence ... to the 
State prison for life". Next morning he was disarmed end 
released on parole. 

The Federal forces of retribution, some 250 men. under 
Eeercol. Sonn A° Keith, arrived in Houma at 10 a. m. May 12. 
Keith "found the town almost deserted, at least three-fourths 


of the citizens having fled upon the previous day, many of 


them taking such effects as they could readily move," others 
leaving all behind. The people who had not fled would not 


talk. To overcome their reluctance Keith issued May 14 a 





4th ed., New York, 1864), 563-65. "Seldom, in the annals of 


warfare, do we find an account of a piece of work better dons, 


“according to Butler they were sick and lay asleep in the 
wagons; but they also carried dispatches. 
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BPA 3 sinc tion declaring that unless the "wurderers" were 

named and their hiding places revealed within forty-eight 
hours "not a vestige of the town of Houma shall be left to 
identify its former location, and the plantations in the par- 
ish of Terre Bonne shall suffer in like Oeereg.» bas tlle 
United States troops will quarter in Yerre tonne Parish until 
these murderers are brought to justice or it becomes evident 
they cannot be found; in which case prominent citizens of 
Houma, known to have been sympathizers, some of whom have 
already been arrested, will be publicly executed as murderers," 
the proclamation produced information or misinformation to 
Satisfy Keith. Among the active participants were suid to be 
Albert Wood, lawyer and editor of the Houma Ceres; l’'rank Gate- 
wood, who had killed his brother-in-law in Assumption Parish 
the year before;° the sons of J. B. Bond, planter and politi- 
cal associate of William W. Pugh; an overseer and a carpen- 
ter from the plantation of George BM. Connelly, member of the 


convention of 1861;8 and a grocer's son, a planter's son, a 


ae BP. Pugh, disry, March 135-16, 1861; Mrs. E. S. Gutewood, 
Vemesad Diese Kysact of WaiWie Pugh evap rid 6166). 


os B. Bond, Crescent Place, to W. W. Pugh, October 14,1801. 


Shen Keith descended upon Connelly's Iulberry Karn in 
search of one of the “iurderers" he was defiantly told by 
Connelly's family that they "were deeply interested in the 
rebellion; that they were anxious for the frustration or tle 
object. of Colonel kcidllan's expedition; that with their con- 
sent and approbation the men on their estate had encased in 
the attempt to defeat him; that with their knowledge and 
assistunce the men had eluded our pursuit; that. thoy held 
no alleviance to the ... United Statest and neither dv ied 
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blacksmith, an ex-lieutenant, a local physician, and the 
deputy parish clerk. None of the "murderers" could be found. 
Keith therefore had to content himseif with destruction of 
the property of all those implicated who had property. The 
brick parish jail in which the Federal prisoner hud been 
degraded by incarceration with a Nerro was battered to the 
ground. ‘The United States flag etry atop the courthouse 
was to remain flying "under penalty of the destruction of 
the town in case of its removal." Keith revoked his procla- 
‘mation threatening execution of hostages and departed May 17, 
taking with him fourteen hostages and an assortnent of live 


stock including mules worth $15,00 or $20,000. 


nor claimed its protection. ‘thereupon the mules, cattle, and 
horses belonging to the plantation ... were taken and cGoii- 
veyed to Houma.” Official Records, ser. I, vol. XV, 454. 


°nhe dwelling-house, sugar house, Negro cabins, and all 
other buildings on Bond's Crescent Flantation were burned 
and the plantation stock seized; the Ceres shop was destroyed 
and the type dumped into the bayou; Drew cml. Jenning's réesi- 
dence and library were burned. Most of the other "guilty 
parties" possessed no property. 


10nne town of Thibodaux also had a mild taste of Yaniiees in 
connection with this episode. One of the four soldiers wWay- 
laid below Houma escaped, though wounded, to Terrebonne ota- 
tion. ‘there he was accosted by two men who said they mesut 
fo save hii from pursuers after his life. ne accolhpxunisc.i 
them to Thibodaux, where the shot was rewoved Pron his wound. 
He was then. supposedly delivered to General alfred moutei, 
es A... in the country fourteen miles from Thiboduux. The 
same day he was brought back to Ythtbodaux and handed over to 
a Federal detachment of 65 men sent there to retrieve bia. 
What occurred.in,. Thibodaux is not. of record. Vie Sirre. ur 
of the prisonerunier dire threats, no doubteapparently pru- 
vented molestation. 1t is likely that the prisoner had 
uclually been sent to the courthouse at Napoteonville, 


Meoiiatecty, £, rugh™, p..14, say 11, 1862. 
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The Houma incident displayed vividly the abject helpless- 
ness of the Lafourche district. The tone of terrorism was 
well calculated to convince the people that any attempt to 
organize resistance would be brutally Hehe before it could 
become effective. The example sank home. The depredations 
of Bediaral forces were soon stopped temporarily, but all 
efforts to prepare a stout defense against invasion and occu- 
pation were to be impeded by a gnawing sense of futility and 
an expectation of swift and harsh retribution. 

The Houma incident provoked a bitter complaint from Gov- 
ernor Moore at Opelousas to Jefferson Dives hioore also 
charged criminal mismanagement in the evacuation of the fort 
on Grand Caillou. Time had been ample for saving guns and 
powder; instead, the guns had been spiked and fie Condes 
thrown into the bayou eleven days before the first appearence 
of the enemy. Part of Moore's letter, without signature, Was 
sent to Lovell for comaent. To the charge concerning the 
evacuation Lovell replied that it was true the enomy did not 
go down at once, but if the men had been left in the fort the 
enemy most certainly could have taken them any day. ‘lo the 
charge that the Lafourche district had been left wide open to 


the enemy, with railroad and telegraph uninterrupted, Lovell 


a 


penentox of May 21, 1662, printed in two parts in Orfict:] 
Records, ser. I, vol. VI, 657-58, and vol. XV, 740-41. fovis 
erossly exagcerated the size of the carro lost on the ox. 
Nor did his dates agree with those in the Federal accounts, 
which: ure themselves somewhat conflicting in that réespuctl. 
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replied; 


1 had no force to protect the people in that dis- 
trict of ### country, but sent an of't'icer to ruise a 
partisan corps for that purpose, yet the prominent 
citizens earnestly entreated that the corps should 
not be raised there unless I could send a larye body 
of troops to protect them from the udditionul out- 
rages to which they would be subject from the Yankees 
for having raised such a corps. liaving no lar.e torres 
to send, and objections being raised to a snull one, 
1 countermanded the order. [12] 


The fact is that that part of the country is inhab- 
ited by two classes of people—the rich, fearful of 
their property and not anxious to resist unless sup- 
ported by an army in every parish; and the poor, mis- 
erable mixed-breed, commonly called Dagos or Acadians, 
on whom there is not the slishtost dependence to be 
placed. JI gave authority to several persons to r&ise 
partisans there, but they met with no success. When 
ft urged that the bridges over the railroad be destroyed, 
a parish delegation entreated that it be not done, as 
it would bring down upon them Yankee venreance. ‘They 
would only consent to assist ##on condition that T 
should send a large body of troops there. iioreovor, 
if the railroad had been destroyed, the stare of water 
was such that free access could have been had to Thib- 
odeaux through Bayou La Fourche. 1 therefore concluded, 


12 bout May 17, 1862, Lovell nad ordered one "good company" 
from Camp Moore to Thibodaux. ‘This order is apparently the 
one countermanded., lLovell's plan had been that the company 
should secure support froin forces across Berwick Bay and pro- 
vide a nucleus about which the militia und companies or pur- 
tisan rangers might rally. It would then be possible to 
#destroy the railroad,"and clear out the small parties of 
the enemy who are roving throurh that portion of the otate 
with a careless impudence that is astonishing." Lovell sand 
Governor tioore between them authorized three or more persons 
to raise partisan rangers, mostly in Terrebonne. One of 
them was Thomas A, Woods, quondam editor of the tetma Ceres; 


another was F, S. Goode, who had been a “"secossion" cantidate 
for the convention in 1661, and was ta be attorney-fencral of 
Confederate Louisiana in 1864. None of the aspirin capte tics 
eveccegion an red sine compinies. .Orficial htcords, ser. 1, 
Tee Oo tt alos ONO VOl, Pidl. Gilde al. AY mewat. ps 


Domes Pee One W., Pugh, Anpust 5, 1862, Wartin Pipers. 
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at the request of many of the post influentisl citt- 

zens, to delay operations until the subsiding water 

should have deprived the eneny of the méans of enters 

ing the interior at pleasure. 

Had a contrary course been pursued the whole coun- 

try would have been devastated without a possibility 

of preventing it. Nine out of ten porsons from that 

part of the country warmly approved of my “Aeets Tart [713 | 

-Lovell's decisions were certainly defensible, and from 
the point of view of his whole comand they may have bean 
wise. But his argument was deceptive because he glossed over 
the sequence of events and overestimated the enemy. wWaen few 
Orleans was falling his purpose was to save his troops in the 
Lafourche district for employment on the east side of the 
River. If he had actually been troubled about the Lafourele 
district, he could have made dispositions promising a very 
fair chance of warding off any attack the enemy was willis: 
to try at once. Instead he chose evacuation. At'ter tie 
spectucle of retiring garrisons, partly demoralized, after 
eneiny incursions, and after a liberal dose of terrorism, it 


was not astounding that among the people the prudential 


14 . 
spirit overbore the heroic. This was not to say that Lov- 


ell's decision to evacuate was wrong, for his pressine need 
was east of the River, But it was to say thut tne passivity 
13 : 
Lovell, Jackson, Miss., to G. W. Randolph, secretary ot 
War, June 19, 1862, with an indorsement by Jelferson Davis, 
Oriielalecords,sser.. byvoly Vi. s656-5'2. 
SEC. Governor Moore, Opelousas, La., to Jefferson davis, 


Pine kte oor bid, ser, il, VOT A eXVi 54, 
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and fear that he encountered when hé tried to rally the 
Lafourche country in mid-May were in no small jmweasuro ua 
result of his abandonment of the country three wecks before. 
Keeping the enemy out of the Lafourche Giatriateror the 
time being proved much easier than Lovell had thoweht. butler 
did not feel Trane enough to disperse large forcés perne- 
nently outside New Orleans,l° Hear the end of hiay a sinull 
Confederate force from the Teche captured three trains on the 
Opelousas Railroad, cut the River levee on the west bank thir- 


of 
teen miles above New Orleans, and destroyed some /the railroad 


bridges .16 This exploit blocked the railroad west of Bayou 
7 17 
Lafourche. After one or two later OrUslie S., tigsbedeprad 


troops withdrew, and the railway entry to the Lafourche dis- 


8 
trict was Sees On May S61, 1862, a Federal eunboat cans 





toeutler to Kdwin M. Stanton, June 1, 1862, Official Kec- 


Brod, Ser. 1, vol. XV, 448-49. Butler professed himselt — 
averse to tenporary seizures because his heart bled for inno- 
cent owners whose property the Confederates would Cestray in 
advance of a Federal march, and because when Federal forecs 
left a place “a few ruffians come in and multreat every per- 
son who has not 'scowled at the Yankces.!"! 


6. o ‘ 74 ' . 

butler to Stanton, June 1, 1062, and Hoore to Davis, Juns 
egeeoe, 2bid., ser, 1, vol. XV, 449° 708-54; abstract ot’ 
annual report of M. Grivot, Adjutant woneral, Decenhber 10. M562 


Pee enieryjurtlett |]. Washinton Artillery (ivew Orleans, 16-1), 
mt i 
20 » 


SEBO AN ti At OUEVSANS Pugh: @p APSR Iaie: 25) linea: FA. Tight 
at Vhibodaux S yan[kees] killed 2 of our men wounded". Jeoaus 
Beerorvin, CampJdalP Missi, t6UR$.Cc. Moptinisireme duly 21, 
1662; “i'm very glad to hear that the infernal cutthrouts rot 
such a good drubbing, a short time since at Racelund 3tation." 


2, 4 . 
Col. J. W. Mchiillan took possession of the railroad liay 1, 
1862. 1t was returned to the railroad company hay 8. ‘Lhe 


company besnicd operation and "enrared in the woaneportiablien 
Of (tescral) troops and munitions of war alun: the citire 
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a short distance into Bayou Lafourche, but none cui after, 
and by early August the Bayou was too low for CUnvoaAts to 
enter, 29 the Lafourche country was to have five montis Lo 
make ready for a real attack. 

By June of 1862 the beople of the Lafourche district 
knew all too well the néeaning of war. Especially was this 
true of the planter class, and even more Cspecially, perhaps, 
of the Pugh circle. To them New Orleans wua Bee Or Or | 
Visited and familiarly known. Its seizure neant not only « 
grievous economic rupture; it meant also alien domination of 
the intellectual and cultural cénter of their Universes, and 
the humiliation or Plight of friends and relatives. tue Lan 
kee incursions likewise were not impersonal public events, 
though they touched no rugt=property. The next incursion 


might hit home; in any event one mew well those Wo did sur 


& 
fer, and might be called upon to assist them, S Mrs. Josephine 





line" to Brashear City until May 26, wien opé6rations were sus-~ 


pended west of Bayou Peo che Operations to the Lafourclie 
continued until June 17, "When, the troops heving been wit: 
drawoa from there, the trains we be Munine faptirse Ahbh anette 


Bayou des Allemands, araistance of so mmles! from Aluiers 
(opposite wow Orleans). One dU Sele aes LNG Oamiai sii = 
peniied all operations,on iits.own ucCCGUNU Peandilteve Gand yaa. of 
‘entirely under the exclusive Magia Gomenn as Veortteol cot) tvs 
Seeotenyonutborities". Nw Barhevag(s) eOffl color tie dew 
UrlGans, Opelousas and Great Wiestern Knuidrona Come) | Westy 


Pelvansa C0 sia} a Gon. NeoP, panks, Jatitiary 14, Tas Bhi ites 
Revere. stec x Institute, Salem, hiass. (microtilm ea Ty Lin te 


Library of the University of TOs a) | ’ 
SO armel me ar, Slee ee | itp ek, da MH, 
diary, Muy 1, 1862, and July 17-Aupust fi Le oe 
20 : : - 
"8 Journal Gl Mie ta, Pughtee ni Ty MOIS Rem Tee) er ialt 


Mhirs Jenuiaes came to our house." it is immed Uconieck: ary 
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Nicholls Pugh's family home at Donaldsonville, "Bustle HALL" 


2l 


lay open and inviting to Federal occupation. R. C, Martin, 


as brigadier general, was responsible for the organization of 


the militia in six demoralized parishes, William W. Pugh, as 


[ore) 
colonel, was directly responsible for the Assumption resiment7~ 


The stake of the Pugh circle in young men at war was now 
heavy. R. C. Martin had four sons. Thomas, sixto6n, end kK, 
C., Jr., twenty-three, had not yet gone to war (R. C., Jr., 
was serving as his father's aid-de-camp), but "Whit" Narctin, 
twenty-one, and James B. Martin, eighteen, were respectively 
captain and sergeant major in the 26th Louisiana Infantry in 


Mississippi. The Rev. William Littlejohn had two sons, one a 


20 
child, the other, Joseph B., nineteen, serving as. a private 


in the 8th Louisiana Infantry under Stoncwall Jackson. Mrank- 


lin Pugh, forty-two years old and responsible for four planta- 


fo means certain, that she was the wife of Dr. J.-L. Jenniu,:s, 
whom the Federals regarded as most guilty amony the Houns 
"murderers", 


“eee ftacholls, Donaldsonville, to Josephine Nichotls 
Pugh, {May or June, 1862). if the Yankees visited Don tdsun- 
fiit6 “tne probabilities. are that they would occupy cir incise- 
it isa ithe most -commodious» one in town, PFronting too foul ai 
open green, & & large shady yard, where they could tale tecir 
gas" hiattie was hiding the wine and removing the in.t dinen. 
She montioned falso the-arrival of a Pugh WNerro servest In 
Donaldsonville. "“"Y presume the persons he brouvht up ore 
Piseing fron the city." 


ON 
bs hs 


Walter Pugh was probably mujor of the Assuaption ee. tocnt. 
: ; ‘ 1 et tt 3 Ges ( see 
Peo or Wee, Pugh" Peps 17) cAugust,20,) 1661. 
ie Ay" Ske ° < ree 
““Gorporul, July 1, 1662, and serrvengpemajor, soyplow cir do, 
ae pis SRS, 
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tions, and his older brother, Dr, Joseph H, Pugh, were at 
home. The younger brothers, George W. Pugh, about thirty- 
oné, and Dr. John E, Pugh, tuirty-three, enlisted in liay, 
1662, at Corinth, Miss., as privates in the Fifth Company 
sattalion Washington Artillery.~" Franklin's brother-in- 

law, Henry J. Geatiog | went with Dr. John and G60rC6. «Another 
brother-in-law, J. M, Davidson (husband of Franklin's sister 
Cordelia), had already been disabled from further service by 
a wound received in fhe ranks of the Fifth Company at Shiloh, 
William W. Pugh had two sons above the ave of fourteen, Wome. 
in. {(“Bea")., twenty-six, had failed to raise ea company and 
was still at hone, probably in feeble health. nhOUGriO LD. . 
twenty-one, had resigned from the "United Guards" in Decem- 
ber, 1861, because he did not like the infantry; three days 
after the fall of New Orleans he and the tutor to his younsr 
half-brothers left to join the kifth Company Washington 
Artillery. ‘wo of the five Sons of hirs., Thorug Por ykich— 
ard, twenty-four, and Robert, twenty-eisnt, hed been in the 


Fifth Company when it entreéined for Tennessee Mio ves Pate aaa are ae 


24g battalion Washinton Artillery of New Orlediis wis un 
élite corps whose tone wey indicuted by one of its recruitin:: 
notices; "Gentleuen eV orew: hm We vey sOLminsy thd si ponmbid 0 
be enlisted for the term of the War, inay wake agpplicatioi tna 
wWPitin: with ... referénces", Daily Crescent, bebruary oo. 
foie. Ihe. tour compénies of the uuttalion PLOPeY serv ai 
heroleelly with the Arny of Northern Viretota Pron we 
to Appomattox, Whe Fifth Company, mustered into. Conteccrate 
Service i.arch 6, 1662, won broportionate hotior in this 
year's service with the Army ol Lennessec. Sarcileckiz, 
inston #rtiliory; We MM. Owen, washington LoS OUI So Vk) ms eet es ee 
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Mrs. William W. Pugh's two brothers, Lawrence D. und Francis 
tT. Nicholls, were respectively captuin and lioutenuit colonel 
in the &6th Louisiana Infantry. ‘the days when one aéed not 
worry much about the safety of men in the army were past, for 
fighting was desperate both in VPP eidits and in the west. 
Francis ''. Nicholls lost his right arm at Winchester, Va., 
kay eo, 1862; and his brother Lawretice wus Iilled at Gaines 
Mill “June 27, 1862. °° 

Josephine Nicholls Pugh (lirs. William W. Pugh)-a woman 
notable for gentleness and piety as well as for cultivation 
and charm-expressed more freely than any man was Pinely= toto 


the descent of blackness and the erowth of hate: 


Amidst general sorrowing ... I have a gleum of pleas- 
ure in knowing that you ("Whit" Kartin] are safe... 


ihe occupation of our: fair city ... is a hard thing 
to bear, and the beauty and brightness of this sprine 
iil accords [with] our souls sadness... I felt when 1 
first heard it crushed—grieved as when I have lost 
those near and dear to me-~ ‘fhe Yankce advent has awal:- 
ened feclings which 1 did not know existed in my nature 
& which 1 know to be sinful—God grant that they may not 


a ee eee 4 


“Oo Rooth, louisiana Confederate Soldiers, vol. II, 18; vol. 
eee iP. sl, 09S; Vol. Til, pire. pe OLS sear itett, 
Washington Artillery, 150, 158; Owen, Wusi:inrton Artillery, 
See ee 0,460) 461, 465; Lowisiana historical jacr- 








terlyyevVi be 250-5h ss RooCy Nartin,gRanilysiiecord; a. 6. dcch, 
eee Aprile, 1662. “Journal of 4. ib. Pigecce (ae le. lr 1. 
23, 1052. Also relevunt are Robert Lawreuce Fush, Caup 

Por wana decloson yeti os). ] jato ww. Wacbuchy duly 3, 1scr; 
Kose [welman(?)], Donaldsonville, to Josephine Nicuolls :ach 
andiehattidwhicholls> July 20, 15¢62:,3. 40rgan liall, ov. 

Of l éams frtoviirsaigd'rancis T. NeOIO LES pti t e Lio . f itv 
Beretets Bi yeNeeAYoriiy NaieY,..t0 Ws W. Push, Ausust T:., 
LEGS : 
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be more fully called or that 1 may have streneth 
given mé to resist them. 


Should either of my dear brothers [Lawrence D, 

and l*rancis &, Nicholls) have fallen in the renin- 

sula battle how bitterly 1 should erieve and 1 fear 

that the hate to them would be broportionate~ Vhs 

suspense from which we now suficr is terrivle— Woe 

are completely cut off ... our heavens ure now 

hung with black. [26] 

The mounting hatred of the Yankee found an ideal obfsect 
in the person of hiajor General Beniamin Mraniclin Zutler, 
Probably no other man in the history of Louisiana, whether 
hero or villian, ever aroused such concentrated and sustained 
feeling as Butler did. He becane "seast" Butler, the devil 
incarnate. Act after act of his goaded Louisfanians and 
Southerners gonerally into paroxysms of helpless fury. ‘the 
catalogue of his misdeeds in seven and a half months (iiay 1- 
December 14, 1862) was wondrous tong. The execution of haun- 
ford for pulling down from the Mint the United StLOLGS 1107 
raised there before the fornal surrender of the city; the 

: or) i 
"Wouwan Order" that rang almost literally ‘round the world; @/ 


the thorough-foing military rule extending not only over 





a 


Drait of a letter to W. W. wartin, undated (May or June, 
1662). 


‘General Ome eestor 2B kay SVS elseacy "Aa vthé“ortieors 
and soldiers of *the United States have been sunject #@ to 
repcated insults frow the women (calling themselves ji: ties) 
of New Orléans in return for the most TERN LAS VGH s |. GES 
ference und courtesy on our VERO ULC. 1s Gil ere eit | 


after when any feuale shall by word, gasture, or move. sit 

insult or show conteouwpt ror anyvol iVoerrorsala ter (at “ti. 

United States she shall be Ferparded anette (Alves Ga. ic 
troated as 4 woman of the town plyia: her avoc: tiva.! 


Otticial ikecords, ser, 1, vol. XV, 426. 
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police and local government but also over newspapers, bates , 
churches and schools; the assessments ayainst subscribers to 
the fund for defending New Orleans and against commission 
mérchants who had advised Planters not to send cotton to New 
Orleans; °° the sentence of Mrs. Philip Phillips to Ship 
Island for “laughing and mocking" at the Passing funeral of 
a lederal officer; the seizure of property belongins to men 
prominent in the army or the government of the Confederate 
States; the threat to confiscate the property of those whio 
would not take the oath of allegiance; the Pillaping of pri - 
vate property by troops on post and in the kode © the sweep- 
ing order for sequestration of all property in tlc bistrict 


+o 30 
of Lafourche; and the flagrant Speculations of Andrew Jaclaon 


_-_~—_—- — 





eon he assessment against subscribers to the defense fund 
was one quarter of their subscription to that PUR ate abs 6 5'5— 
ments apvainst cotton brokers and conmission merchants raneced 
fron yl0O to ¥500 for each firm. General Orders No. 55. Aus 
ust 4, 1&62, Officiel Records, ser, JANG Lc, goede, ‘The 
proceeds of the assessments were employed for the relief oat 
the poor. 


‘ 4 
CEOk: pte Ber WAL, aViol. XV, 0605-69 ; butler Corpespontence, 
11, 265-69; Richard Taylor, Destruction und hKecoustruction 
\ 


mbemry ork 151879 ):5911-12.5., Wade ouest,akdes Laverna Lia 


Conversion from Secession to Loyelty (completcd eGo wast, 





published 1467, edition here citcd published New York, dvSy), 
191; Brags, Louisiana in the Contedsracy, dey, Lee-C4. ei 
6ral Taylor threatened to shoot prisoners in retealiabion tor 
pillaging. Butler Vorréespondence, 11, 266. 

One of the Yavorite points of the Butler lewernd was that 
Butler himself stole silver SPOONS. .6ThisS Was go wu 
Bebicys? atjthe Northotliateures; butler Was RETV Oils pad, siry 
mention of a silver service that sutlep BuGeDourit, for 111; 
MOOG. of lipids j411."3595. 


oJ 


GEnGral Orders No. 91, November 9, £ooe. UL Ad Fee iia, 


Bote Le Ved AV, 502-94. See Die LOW rt te Oa td nah) ond. 4 
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Butler under cloak of his brother's authority—~all these were 
but the prize exhibits in the case asainst Butler. The help- 
lessness of the Confederates to prevent or to punish, and the 
all too obvious effectiveness of much that Butler did, added 
to the pain of his acts. To cap the climax and prove hinself 
the perfect devil, Butler excelled his opponents in ener:y, 
in cleverness, and in sardonic humor? 

The chorus of hate against Butler, led by the President 


> 


of the Confederate States and the Governor of Louisiana, ~~ 





of November 25, 1862, ibid., 602, the sequestration was 
extended to all of Louisiana east of the Mississippi except 
Orleans, Plaquemines, and St. Bernard. 





tine bulk of the basic primary material on Sutler's ré zie 

in New Orleans is in Official Records, CtioilverseivattinnVO Ll. 
XV, and Butler Correspondence, vols. 1-1]. James Parton, 
General iutler in New Orleans, is an able contoniporary apol- 
ogy. Good secondary accounts are Brare, Louisiuna in the cvon- 
federacy, 106-38, and Howard Palmer Johnson, "New Orleans 
Under General Putler", Louisiana liistorical Quarterly, XXIV 
Papri le ioti) 454-556. both Crage and Johnson maintain a 
proper professional impartiality, but Johnson is the more 
friendly to Butler. Johnson's citations cover thorou;rhly 
tne rather extensive literature on his subject. 

the present study is concerned to show only what the people 
of the Lafourche country thought of Butler. With some rew 
excepruions all of Nis’ acts*’can“ve strongly depended. ‘Gare 
lously cnourh, the Houma incident has never been played up 
anionj; butler’s sins, perhaps because it took place outsice 
New Orleéiuns, perhaps because the South reverded an une Gguivo- 
cal threat to shoot hostares as less reprehensible than an 
equivocal threat to the cult of sacred womanhood. 





ry 

a ree issued a proclamation Docember 23, 1862, outlavine 
cputler and all the com issioned officers in his command ror 
the execution of litumford and other crimes. OPC ICLaAL Record . 
Solent, vol. Vo to Or Mled A fall SOU OeOAL wdeboreadaadd alive: iy 
pen the Wotan? Order! aa- the. occasion. for, an-apeeul “iio +. 
Feople ol “Louisiana”, way 24, 162. Gxnormine the Glial tains 
of unoccu;icd ureas to resist the invadsr to the death. 
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was lustily supported by the People of the Bayou. Their 
Prose rhetoric turned stale with time, but the verse diatribes 
they fancied retained a certain sting. One of the milder, 
entitled "Butler and hig Brother", ran thus; 


Two brothers came to New Orleans 
Both bore the name of Butler 
ho one was Major Generel 

he other merely Sutler, 


the first made Proclamations 

that were fearful to behold 

While the other dealt out rations 
And took his bay in fold. 


From women who were starving 
When the "Yankee Doodjat Calne 
This was his way of carvine out 
the wad that leads to Pame, 


The sutler he had gon: BXCUuse 
anemcruch f will not Smother 
While making money like the deuce 
He gave one half to Brother, 


Chorus 


Hurreh! Hurrah! Hurrah! 

The Ass and mule will Dray 

the Reoels think that cvory dog 
fs bound to have hig any, 


LWO &@crouyties delelaiayl itive. babies leiiavy Lomicly: 


Pudlioded nlLos lars l ry.) furitaunic lust 

in heart a denon & by dunods nursed 

Brae; ard where Gar er vilPfe.terna not 
Unrivall'd as a POStepradtial got 

Mexia tw Eee | Plunder, and to protune 

Lives not an equul for '3i) Ball ana Chain! 


AS IAN SOOO RO nS PRR eS og od 


Brutal and Vulearma coward and Kiave 


Manned for no action—noble or prave 
Beustly by instinetexa if ‘ini Hil sot 
Uply and venomous--on | ankined a blot 


AiG, diay and Scoundpet in hivhest degrees, 
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Tet Yankeedom boast of such heroes as theet 
Every woman and child shall for aves to come 
Renémber thee Monster thou vilest of seun. [85] 

In mid-June, 1662, Governor iioore at Opelousas bean to 
bombard the parishes west of the Lississipri, and especially 
those in the Lafourche district, with a scrics of uiroectives 
intended to prevent trade with the enemy, to suppress disloy- 
alty, and to make the militia an effcctive force. Ce Oe ase 
tin was ordered to put the militia ot his brigede into active 

ervice, to “orsanize them into companies, battalions, ai) 
repiments", to destroy bridges and tear up rei ls, onytiis Ope- 
lousas Railroad, to station forces at points of possible 
enemy insress, to arrest disloyal persons, to prevent travel 
to and traffic with New Orleans, and to disrerard all eneny 
passes by which the holder had pledsed himself not to give aid 


7 A 


Ww i 3 x 
or comfort to the Confcdorute States. These AjlrectLlons were 





el 


Vee § 

“vhese verses are from pp. 155-55 of a volume containing 
the diary, October 26, 1862-Aupust 3, 1863, of Welman FP. Puen 
(son of William W. and Josephins W. lurch, b. Getohe re Zoy 71847) < 
"hey are in the hand either of Ween Or Of Mia yCrire?r 
brother edward. The heading ("iieces writton on Gon iaitde 
after mé left Hew Orleans by the people of WH. 0."  tEEAEEE 
indicates that these particular verses fre Ae Ricp bul oller 
accornounying compositions elias 0H eat Ac pao ob ee nn Ott 


show tuat he himeolr was a he ite ts ath wlan ate OR 
A forceful answer to Butler's 4: recy ei Avo as oO, We CL 
sens ot New Orleans (Decenber ed, Lion, Butler Gory Su iihie sees, 


Tt, Sotto) sett ikomugn wanes.” ie Sse’ a SN Tels 
Meng Citizens of New-Orleans to vin. nut leas gee Ao bir tive 
hand of Josephine N. push but is probably not her wore. 


ad 


“Orders No. GOS, or fiaipl KRecoimg, acon, 4 WAN AN, “Pars aro 3 
Orders Ho. G64, ari Sper iads Uriers, WO. Loh Gree earn ab cst) obs. 
Lewis to Martin), barthn Papors. ae Too be Hoerely on Ciate 
ot’-Uinne Hao jor renglbad cubodyit eG, ociers Oka thd icv ai 5 Sie! 


of the ordors ure dated Ooo lLeuees, ita, iS l4, dtc. va. bho 
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amplified a few days later by Moore's “Address to the Psople 
of Louisiana", Citizens going to places in possession of 
the enemy “and returning with the enemy's usual passport" 
Should be urrested, while conscripts or militiamen holding 


such passports and pleading the parole clause therein a3 a 


55 
bar to service should be "treated as public enemi , Spiess 
aad "salaried informers" must be ferreted out, and "Pories" 


dealt with as traitors. Confederate notes must be "received 


and used as the currency of the country." Steamboats should 


Wr 
ae) 
be burned if necessary to prevent capture. Wilitia com- 
ie 4 
manders were ordered to enforce these rules.” 


Coincident with the ordering out of the (LUGE eat sie Gg A 


Col. V. A. Fournet's Yellow-Jacket Hattalion (five compautes) 





same day the Terrebonne militia was ordered out and transter- 
red temporarily to the Ninth trivade. oft PuCVIeROGGOINL2 | 26): 
eevee x Vv (oGr=or or before June 25, 162, artin Lsnued 
the orders necessary for “orvanizine" the militia of his bri- 
sade for active service. llaj. Gen. atnsey Lewis, Opelousas, 
to Hartin, August $5, 1862, Martin Papers. but the ormiers wera 
-Cither discretionary or were not intended SC Tiel yeep mut ete 
ieee in ie iield. ses the lettous, of;.d-a 1. Gaudet wind W. 
W. Pugh, quoted below, pp. 156-159. 


CAA ted 
“The standard Vedas wore Gi. TUS tage Use 1 oldu f 
statement: "his Pass is Piven WVpou the Paroles of Mwoenur af 
the holder, that he will iu no way vive information, cocute- 
PoenecopmesasOr suport Co the so-called Confedérats Goveringnt 
Creat ates.,\ 


tt 


6 . 
"Rules That Will Not Be Helaxeud", in "address", dui lo, 
toes Olt wcinl Kocords, str. 1. Vol. XV, VO4t—10, Or US 2 
broadshoot in Martin P “Papers. 


STopdars Wormase (ttoore), June 20) 1862" rebel a res. 
Serine iv OLR XV E7596 vor ‘as ‘a pceetearic. een aeta, ae 5 Ake 
Martin in jiartin Papers. 
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was sent from the Teche into tne Lafourche district. One or 


two light engagements checked und probably stopped rederal 


forays into the region.°? the larver object of Kourney' 


nission, and its failure, were made plein in a letter, Prom 


Piers MavLti~ torn, CO, Nartiny'’ June, 26, 1862: 
the 

1 went down to/Lafourche Crossing on yesterday ... 
to ascertain from him {Fournet] his object in coming 
Ineo thts country and* to°iéearhn whether he intended to 
remain and hold his position~ TI was intormed vy tim 
that he had’ accomplisned what he came for and intésnded 
to withdraw the whole of his force to Opelousas Lnugicd- 
Pecely- tier acalea coeu nerwis*Orderead to: come over here 
Poser iveror six Gays end éexpéectel the Malitia to bs 
Grewirowu O¢ yong Dard sires) ‘to’ heap hiss country Tree fron 


the enemy— I stated to him that this country did not 
Peover vrovicton wo Sunply a foreé + thate wor drew ‘supplies 


for the people of this country from the western parishes 
and texas [sic] and that we had no arms tents or anything 
Cromuri le ee WOULd Uo aniposuiule ‘to ret ont® the palitia 
{sic} here without a force—-he said his orders were to 
withdraw his force several duys uso aid he had wedited 
Several cays Louver to mennble Tire tatitia’ toe Torn ard 
Metric an vonriea to Teturim with his Wores “imfoedrately 
to/atakapas [sic]. [39] 

the 


The failure of the militia to rally upon the appearance 
of Fournet drew a fresh batch of orders from Qpelousas. R. OC. 
Martin was directed to “put into active service tne militia" 
of Lafourche Parish under its’ colonel ‘or its Lieutenant col- 


onel “with positive instructions" to prevent enemy ineurslonus 





S8ahove, Des 44 ied a, HOUGral Forces’: uppurenttly wr Not 
venture beyond Bayou des Allemands from tie end of Jung town 
to the end of October. 


C 

let PANGRS wa pipulits sand: bhociycaptainoat Yo. Py rt? 
Louisiana dntantry (seo .wbove, pp. 94-06), but had resisined 
on account of ill-health (4. B, hi oan yates tatty Pet 
Booth, Louisiana Contederato Soldiers, vol. Ili, bk. 2. p. 


pf. 4) 
252 e 
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and to aid Fournet "in any expedition he may undertake aeatnst 
40 | 

the eneny", Two days later the Yerrebonns réstient was 

. 2 ae 
again ordered out. The obstacles in the way of execution 
of iloorée's orders for calling out the militia were set rovth 
feelingly and at length by J. kK. Guutset ,~colonel of the’ St, 
James regiment. St. Janes lay on both banks of the Mississippi, 


which was controlled by Federal guntoats;: its lower line was 


ie | 


about forty-five miles above New Orleans. Gaudet wrote R. Cc. 
liartin, his brigade comnander, June 26, 1862: 


I have just received your comsunication and hasten 
to answer... It is in my opinion sitirely inpracti- 
cable to attempt any thing, ant I aerce with Vou ult 
Wo aro a3 conpletely undor thie control of the FPéderaul 
forces as the City itself. Were wa ts try to execute 
Puente ron Opelousas, tie’ unily tesult wonld be 
Ourpspecdy arrest and Anprisouwcnt.’~ 22. SG couver- 
sation I have just had with your messens and your 
kind note convince# me, to my eroat Lh arc eee that 
you have taken the stand Nes mas La. be expected from 
& man of sense and experience, who has at heart the 
best intere sts of the Saha 


We cannot do otherwise, my dear Sir, than walt with 
patience. It would be folly Lopbrins upon us and our 
Communities the vengeance of man that we have no means 
CPWnes vesting successt whly . ifmthose who are now out 
of hurm's way wish to drive us to steps that can be 
attended with no other possi»le result than rain and 
devastation, it is our bounden duty to take such course 


~— ++ 


Oepecial Celera Wo. 196 (Lewis to kartin), June Leet oe ee 


Martin Papers. These orders embody sisiers ho. GNU (cure), 
punegea, 1662, printed an part in Viticial Necoris, sur. 1, 
V.Od oe KN,» vi 'T.. 

tlopders No. 694 Meore), June 27, 2662, printe) in pert 4n 
ibid., 769. ha second section ts si uilicant; “onowla oo} 
Gnel ie hy wkisdand aotvuobey these omicrsa: lbeut. Cor. 4.) tin: 


Go She fer mids dimediately... [do so)}."  Ywne inst 
W6tTG probably identical with those to the Lufouren: 1 fin. 
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as 1s dictated by common sense and u Proper rezeard 
for the sufety of our fenilics, Tr the wuthor tles 
at Opélouses insist upon a Pahl? Grave “or you 
leave to hand in my resi mation, and Lo heave no coubt 
all the officers of this Rov iiwent Will do lilewire, 


As you observe in your note, we breve alroudly boon 
subjected. to unnoyence upon the ae re Pepopt sy .of 
biserable scamps from our own commai ty. We etand) jar 
daily dread of sindlar Visitations, ahd most cortutnly 
the léast move on our Pant woud biing on wes inencilete 
arrest, We are prisoners in every Sivade ol ie deam, 
and wich worse off in that re spect then you people ou 
big Bayou, as wo have ;unboats GCONtinually pussdiue up 
und down the River, and the piroxind PR See De oh ar aomere BA We 
renders expeditions, from thut Biles Oe ciety Te Tok 
Wore we to attempt exercisime: uny wilitary BULCIEG Ela 
Peewee teOG arrested and our funilies Nuressed. WEDS 
is Guri protection to vcome from? 9 khere is the authori 
to support us when we uré piucedetiviieriid~@. Thess) are 
considerations which Mayors trl re Gov .koere’ Ga tives 
otheni upd tives: at Oped OU Saal ehudetiGse come Noe bo us 
Peewee o rer oreo. It ts not a dit Petia) Os 
Perse Line to be tyro Hundred atic Prom fhe 
emery [sic] penning proclamations 4" Gitte Oirt 
wren they involve such momentous CEP CUA Coa LCP ek 
lerre community who are PErLoculy Gilets. Pass A. moment 
of sober thought should prevent their bGing pronmtleeted 
Without any benefit to any boy, 


T-um thus, my dear Sir, decidedly of opinion that 
imeworders Uransmitted@th ub’ cuntiit be! executed ih’ oir 
Pert vow thos Coun try. We cen mate GLeht of Gux! own pare 
Sonal dunvers, but we cannot disresurd the sal CA | 
Can people.) it you think that under, tec oi pest inbes 
WO are placed in the alternative OY” (io yo te? OT tsa ine 
et Ul e Stems AW POor ONG an pireourcd to read. 5 
encewitido so very willinsly, woo toe sileltcatl 
intimation from you. 


Whe Gayou parishes were, as Gundet liad ull. lite Mitek? vet} 


Pontiawee hiver parlahes,. but ciucn én tke payou tie of Menu 


BLUMGeoeWeVve, NOst niavorable for. cablipy GLE PEGS RS Foe to PR tye wae es 


the, situation in Assunption Parish wus Papdediice 1 eae de a es 


W. 


Fu;ch 


pod RPS Piet LIS ae 


? 


Tye ommend aso. Lua LeU’ On lotiy sluas Gi thie bari ca 
Cie er a lronm nivirabia Tor Stade bGats durtae win. 
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months of the yur) But principally on the. iteht [west] 


CO urpents, the Laryjer portion of cur [white] propru- 
tation. is to be found on narrow ridess vii land running 
Mineerier ouTel fer bo G0 Lal ourcia for & GQisluice of 
mm voor mites. those ridvtes ‘are Poca! mostly on Lhe 
Braree Denk & uring the recent crevesces won the dal a8is- 
SLopi were yenésrally subiac 5,2. pCa Ly pla Matic. ahd Gare 
mee Poet “Une sierl Plinters Ww cultivate tne a) ches 
From ‘this cawsed Io miy venture the asusertion tiat the 
Pnemrsetit ens Sr” tie i lili:, of tis pi Wush @ ine 
now, Tnva destitute condition, and dependent eNtGireiy 
Por their supplies of brouwl for the CUPL ie Year on f 
Cori iwiichiels yet to be planted on a sod] mot Ve@lal ree 
from water. 


Under these circumstances 1 deem tint it would be 
inexpedient und unwise to remove tiem Prom tho Ciclds 
of their labor to attempt any militery weasuve urlel 


might be postponed to a later period 


Situuted as we aro on the beniia cf u navirable 
streéum WG uré us much under the peon hrs OL TRE Gi. sibant S 
poles weluaeno Tesliedionathorbaniiott thet Khisats! iL . 
and admitting that the Lafourche were closed to this 
6ntrance of steamboats it is doubtful if we could 
repel an attacit nade in force by Jind, 


We have no arms to dofend ourselves itl, gsave rblie 
shot muns which were not transferred to { 3 
the Contederate Government, and weither powder nor 
Peres clont qualities to protect. oursclvas In 
the event of a servile insurrection, mich Jess iraduist 
rectemyerrmed WIT Peaticn urd all the facrevedt lmale- 
iments of modern warfare. [47] 


.4 J 
NGS Wine cals eee sate 


Under the circumstuncés it occurs to wee thet cL 
i ' ’ 


would to unwise to invite by a vidi: tha) 
MGus-er PesOULCes tie wmitaclk vol a ritbedein ene alu 
Wome tet dros iciisiies tows meee ee Lei ae DEE PS 
corms te | 
LélLourchoe Varishimayohave Wad sore? sarvicestls be ly 
bnOupghiowithout adequate umlinilion. Cot. 1. H. Vii beds 
wouter) asiquarters. Lufcurclic £114 tis , Aetetty Bos 
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. , of shelters 
and deprive our women and children/which a more pru- 
dent course would save from destruction— 

If our militia is to be called into uctive séivice, 
there should be a supporting force of sufficient magni- 
tude to give it at least, the semblance of'’a success- 
ful resistance to those whose attack can be mude at any 
time, and with every prospect of success whenever they 
deem it expedient. 


Tneaddition.;s:-L mast also state (this with ich 
regret) that the public mind is much demoralized and 
there is a serious doubt, whether the militia us ou body 
can be brought into active service without the aid of 
a sustaining force from sone other quarter. 


The detail made some months since [March 15, 1862], 


and the reply from headquarters that their services 

were not required unless they were arncd, produced preéeat 

demoralization among the militia and dissatistaction 

with their colonel... [See above, p. 2b.) [45] 

“he Opelousas authorities were ready Gnow jh in SSBB G bY ps 
orders but they were very slow to answer lettors concerning 
the execution of those orders. Hrig. Gen. R. C. itartin wrote 
Maj. Gen. Lewis on June 25 and 27, 1862; the letters were, &s 
Lewis afterward explained, laid before Governor Noore, but 
they were not answered, liartin waited two wecks und then 
dispatched to Opelousas two Assumption planters, quartermas- 


ters of his brigade, with a letter to Lewis, dated, july %), 


1862, reporting on the condition of the Asstuujtion wisditia 





een . W. W. Pugh, eadquerters Assunption ue liveitt, te 
Brig. Gen. R. C. Martin, July 8, lecu, lioartin Fapers. ‘this 
letter was in reply to orders fvom hartin of June 25 und to 
"some questions ... in regard to the number and efficicney 
of my régiment." It was endorsed by Martin as “helative to 
avenieveeece" (above, p. 153, n. 34). Pugh's letter ts 
quite obviously 4a fomiel statement for the recora ahe-\ 
probably drawn up to accompany wartin's report bo aaj. wilke 


prey ODEO ee. 
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and asking information and instructions on vuerious points. 
The two quartermasters reached Opelousus July 14.0 ‘vie Llet- 
ter they bore was laid before Covernor loore. le pronounced 
it too lone to be read and answered, but did grant an fitecdi- 
ate conference in which Lewis was included. ‘the proce6 adi ws 
of the cont'erence—"a complete anélysis of our business"—~tle 
quartermasters reported to itartin as follows; 
To the question whether or not he could or would 
Pill the, requisition made by you for cannon, (4 tield 


pieces) with ammunition & equignents for sane, herses, 
& equipments for men to man the same, & for powder, 


w 


lead, equipments, percussion caps Lc, fox iniantry, 
Cnesvovelrnonserepliied that lie aad, nothin: sol thesicina 

& could not therefore fill any portion of your requi- 
HiGi0ns. «That General Van Dori) had, tazen from lim 
SvVeryvoniieyoL the pind). .save whatk Wencwablarratt iad 
Popes Orror- 9 O0L Wich GEn. FP. coula sive us a porlim 
OraAnOtr es 0. CioSe sasalbat be wiov,. Moore pwas haviins some 
cannon powder made into rifle powdor & that he would 
senag us some of this now ritile powlor with some ball 
Bsesoon- as possible. ‘To the question as to wiethecr 
the wilitia should -.orf{shouldj.not be drilled in your 
Privnce ie Seid; in those places exposed to the éneny 
itawessuseless, to attempt dit, dan wll.otnher places itluy 
might be drilled if you thought best. 


With rerard to the defense of your bripade the Gov- 
ernor did not deem that shot suns in the hands of nili- 
tia would avail much & thought it could not be thus 
effectively defended. 

the 

As to/calling out the Militia of your comand into 
pCvive service, he only desired you to do so ii the 
Farish of Lafourche~ [44] he thinks it best tiat the 


aa reer was not in Kiartin's command, The Lafourche 
militia probably did go into camp. ‘heir commander, Coi. 1. 
BE. Vick, possessed sone military experience, having devi cup- 
tain of tne first volunteer company that left Lafourecus vair- 
ish; he became major of the 4th Louisiana Infantry, bul was 
dropped (not redglected) at reorrunization hay 10, WO. ceoth 


Louisiana Confederate Soldiers, vol, i111, bk. 2, p. vel. nis 
appointment to-the colonelcy of the Lifourcne rvesiient by 
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other Parishes {Ascension, Assumption, St. James, st. 
John the Baptist, St. Charles] should remain ag tlisy 
are’ with the Militia Binply orranized until the talkin 
command of this department by the Coufecdorute tienurul 
which was daily expected, (Richard Taylor was ordered 
July 50, 1862, to assume this Coumand, j 


With rerard to Confederate mouey the Governor holds 
that his proclamation (which said thut "Contederate 
notes shall be received and used as the CULLoncy, of 
the country") does not apply to private transacttons, 
It only applies he says to sovernnment purchases, when 
if the parties vendor refuse Confederate money the 
goods may be taken upon the delivery of a receipt for 
the sane— With reference to ParUles Crating welt tive 
enemy—this is the Governor's decision. Pnéey pest bs 
arrested & tried by a Court Martiel taken fron the Par- 
ish in which the party pifending 18 caizht. The pun- 
ishment to be such as the Court may determine, torether 
with a confiscation of the property,to be conveyed to 
or already conveyed from the eneny. \ This property 
after confiscation to be sold by theliilitary author- 
ities to the highest bidder [45] intended 


hoore apparently dia not discuss with Martin's emissuries 
one very pertinent fact, namely, that le was sendin a body 
of partisan rancers commanded by Captain Jemes A. MewWaters 
to act under direct orders from the Governor WitiriiD iis? bine 
its of juartin's command. iicwaters! rirst job was to be the 
or Helse of S. N. Burbank of St. John the Bett rsT gang al. Woe. 
Burbank of Assumption, chareed with treason (see above, pp. 


122-25). He was then to seize the Stases runubne alon: tle 





llartin was approved by Governor ioore. General Crders KO. 
125, June SO, 1862, and M. Grivot, Adjutant and Lispes tas: 
General, Opelousas, to ijartin, Camp bitth .rireade Louisi«na 
liilitia, June 30, 1862, hhartin Papers, 


c 
ep B. Whittington & F. W. Pike, Quartemnasters @ilii. uri- 
gade, Assumption, to Brie. Gen. R. Cc. Thee Aa meer catast | tot ie tly 
Brigade, July 24, 1662. Also relevant is Bu emuer. ew hs. 
Opelousas, to lartin, aAnurust Oo, Lee 
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River patwaen Donaldsonville and liew Orleans; the couductors 
and hacks as well as any passe6njgers not #iving a good account 
of theniselvés were to be sent to Opelousas. (in the arrests 
and seizures "there must be secrecy." ie was also to suis 
and send to Thibodaux or destroy all slcoops und schooners 
"trading vetweén the city and Donaldsonville and above." if 
the people on the Coast would aid him, ne mieht attack the 
Kederal picket guard at Kennerville on 4thte Venst Tburnletof etiie 
River sixteen miles above New Orleans. ‘Tie nost sweepines of 
his instructions concerned disloyalty. iie was to arrest and 
"Forward" to’ Opelousas "all persons in the Parishes of St John 
Baptist, St Charles, St James, Assumption and Asccnsion ... 
who are giving aid and assistance to the enemy, or who have 
46 


taken the oath of allegiance to the United States". Later 


supplemental orders and instructions pave Mewaters discre- 





46oraergs No. 730, July 7, 1862, and i, Grivot, A. & 1. G., 
to iWeWaters, instructions, July 8, 1662, iartin lepers. 
Mcwaters was to send a messenzer from Thibodaux to Alvemarle 
to agnolncosghistarnivalytonks»C.,kartin; and, if Martin) desired 
any aid iucieatergs was to give him "all the aid required". 
McWaters was to call upon the "food and loyal citizens" of 
the parishes if he needed help in. the execution of nos Grocers, 

Mewatiers brouget whthehinjaccertifiecatesbypaAndrew Ww. nckuo, 
Wajore&: Apentewan Léepartimente?.sd. ,pwWaushington,,La., dune ot, 





1862, that neWaters was "“romlurly commissioned” fi Coutatarat 
Sanvice}eandetharghis*receiptsrioresubsisteneea andathitiapoits- 
ticniiwoulad Getdulyipaide. lieghadjalso stute authority, py 
Oniensalocwsy26seJulys7, 18662,:to sebzevandsrecoivt bor sub- 


sistence and forarsre, 
HorepleasitoiButlereforsprotection, from icdaters!. activi- 
GCPherin corsuilteofsdisioyaiby ,tsecngsik .9Cose,.ASconsion .«. 


fsh,%to Bubbler, July,ol662,: andi petition of various | wii bs 
(alle<the names are German) of the Vacheriec Letile nit, at, 
Serontserich, Lo wuader, Julyii9, 1862,, Buller Corres coicnes, 


{iw<7h) 89-905 
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tionary authority to make arrests for offenses against the 
proclamations of the Governor of Louisiana and the rresi- 
dent of the Confederate States. Prisoners were to be treated 
as their importance dictated. many "whose position in lifs 
has no weight" were not worth much trouble and NeWaters 
might deal with them summarily, requiring upon release an 
oath and parole. "Prisoners of a higher order and whose 
offences and crimes may lead the people to join" were to be 
detained subject to the Governor's order. hewWaters should 
"authorize someone to procure the necessary testimony anil 
procf of the guilt of the party." MeWater was informed that 


the "Grivot Rangers", Captain S. D. Ashe, had been ordered to 


join aeeey 


Captain, the Governor ... hopes that your visits in 
the parishes on the river will be hailed with pleas- 
ure and will give life and animation and restore con- 
fidence. At the first you must expect the people will 
feel displeased, as many look to the alwirhty dollar 
and care little about patriotism but atter a while 


t%his St. Landry conpany had been sent to the hississippd 
between the mouth of Red River and bayou Plaquemine on e 
mission similar to that of McWaters. Ashe was specifically 
instructed to render “unfit for enemy use" the Baton Rous 
and Grossé Tete Ruilroad. On July 25, 1462, he was orcorad 
to join IicWaters in St. John the Baptist Parish. in thie 
areas throurh which he marched he was to mike arrests und 
Lo s¢126 or destroy, steamboats as, directed in bis orivinal 
orders. ,Ashe joined McWaters, thei nisht of August 4. is 
arrival brought Mcwaters's total force to 114 men and Lod 
horses. Special Orders No. 63, July 9, 1862; “Instructions 
CO; Cppves oom Deanne. OfsPartdsan” iancors—") July 12, lic: 
eee ee Om oULYyY £o,, 1062: hk. Grivot, A, & 1. a., 
Ope lweeeeeeco habe, July 28, 1862; J. A. hicWators to wri. 
MeGwenteeuscuertam Or Col. W. W..rumh, August 5, 1862. ahl 
of these docu.cuts are in hiartin Papers. 













> 


7 ’ —_e 
oid > q { i 








~teowi af) base 
ius. 
seit ed of etew anenouted | Zz ei 


oa 
. 


; 
oe “ir 
+ 


nt notileog exome™ yaar  bodadorb.es 2 
nis eidvow? dom Hd4ow gon crow “tdytew on 

por ,¥Yilieanmvs medd dgiw fee6 Te 

8% ienosiad” ,eloreq bra ies 


{[ yeu seminuo bas esoneTtie 


; henlaJsed 

Hi a] hrouitue® 

J i4 LOO’ 

- - og 


—fH54. 


when they shull find that their interest will be witht. 
the south, they will join and uid you (40) 


McWaters executed promptly Lis ordeis to ucrest the lur- 

WG) tee 
banks. The consequences of the act might easily have beer 
Peer eceu. eA tiird Burbank brother (Tomas S.}, in Now 


Orleuns, Rien aa to Butler for assiatence und Vensceence, 
His brother S. N., was, he said, neur St. Martinsville, "con- 
fined in a hog pen without a blanket, and almost without clotcus, 
end covered with vermin. He has been sick for two weeks with- 
out any attention whatever...” "They ure murderine him slowly to 
Peover oeOreiim, BO that it Will’ not te said thet they duis ior 
shot him for'fun, that you mipht retuliate on those that you 
held here." Burbank wished butler to CGOnpel release aor purole 
by a retaliutory confinement of A. Deslonde, "brother-in-law o: 

50 
Slidell and Beauregard", In compliance with Purbank'!s roquost, 
Butler sent by Deslonde a letter to "Officer Commanding 


& Be: on 2 , 
GueciteOroeragno. Oo, July 25, 1662, and MO °Grivotrral & 
1. Gs, Opelousas, to McWaters, July 25, 1lb6e, Martin Papers. 


ds 
© 


PIMNOULOENCWaLOra jJULY co, 1602. reported tieteacriwal of 
two prisoners, presumably the Burtanks., "Phe St John the 
PecU us tangy. os COAL Ne tas® toe fine of@lhe Ul Syiatihis 
house, which is waved by his family when the boat pas: 


Dromore vosburt Littic doubt iaoas il lty Bor (Laie ESI 
both shrewd and sharp." E.OW. Ul burbuink wes soon pe le: i 
on paroles. 

u0 | ae . 

BUbaieeEo bul eer, AUuSst 20: UNdMey  TNG6l)) Ltt werrus - 
Ponesepce lie elon-is, 2Gl~-S2 2 Burbank’ or course yuve wie 
Soret. On Nesting evouL LG COnNLedeynato middtary aoke ) Plain 
Gli LennGurciiG:. Pog pie Osu LG Wir eset oF ear sre tal fies 
COM eereroitpeeund i dis brollien's Garruet, aid the ce hoe ths 
Clerc or wore amount of suwur Onotlie cuwsh i obo fick 
tiie? Ganteduruie Gov." «he Be Nikita. Sh ee eGithteis date 
bjdsc tidie (velow, pp. Loo 1s, (pa eve pi by as the uh 14 
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Forces at Opelousas", saying thet he wes holding hostures, 


among them Deslonde, "for the safety of Mr. Burbank and 


other peaceable citizens of the United States who have been 


taken by your forces." He wished to know 


whether it is not possible that some arranivement be 
entered into by which the citizens who fre quietly 
at hore may be left unmolested. of Course Lis. irs 

a matter as revards numbers that ay De arrested of 
mucin more importance to the forces which you Cuonseacd 
than it can be to me... [51] 


Governor luoore's rather f'antestic hopes for rallying ti:e 


River parishes, stated in the instructions to iMcwWaters, were 


expounded at greater length in a letter of MSG IN Ot a Addins 


tant 


ay 


and Inspector General, to Be en No Cartas 


July 23, 1862; 


Sl 
5 EN! ep 
atta 


Governor Moore directs me to say that he desires 
you would report to him the numbre (sic] of Couwpanies, 
you have now in active service, and whether you have 
been able to obtain a Company from the River Purishes— 
if not, and this owing to the fact that the Peeomlenak 
those Parishes have been paroliscd [eve p os 1b were 
by the fall of New Orleans, & have as yet not recovered 
from the effects— He can Scud, Wilir orders to report 
to you, companies, with powers to ect on the River !is- 
Sissippi and to endcewwour to restore confidoance Jn tite 
public mind—for it is only a restoration of Gol dl ves 
that is required, and the peorlé of the River Parishes 
will rise en masse against their Oppressorsa. 


ies recent events iwhitel jive Pre aed hs) ant aviaales — 
bure A Othe action of ie ren Aransas vislg POURS. 
that we are not so straishtencd [eic]o@scws were sin 
Our defences and with enersy on tre nart of our diukab- 
itants and Citizens, New Orleans can aimed be Cine ‘i tie 
Arkunsas it is reported will Lay Ur MeL alah, Wie 
Hive rcuattack Whe bouts at New Orledirvs. wien term disor 


—. — oe eee 





Letter of august 27, 18682, OUT ge Det Oda ie 


45l-02s0 (Nothing further is knowi about tae Burbuil. 
a 


jes 
~~ 










sood @Vvad «a 


Ine.o.intta emGe Fay efdt 

slug ob8 oflw wha ae ald tio Lew Y 

t wa Ry 
titteQG WW) sJselounu 15 Ne / 

, od Au er 2LodMum ehiaeet ce 30d ‘dan 2 

iw es9701 elt oF esnsdioqal etom 


[f[3] ...em of od nao FE nods Bb 


wt seaveat s* st06n 1on1e vod 


bejaje  eereliaq 160iR- 


{ stze1n Ja bebusogxe 
ia Jnhe?® 

c& ¥ivt ; 

7 

c 


~166- 


Parishes will see her on her way, they surely, to a man, 
will take their guns to the rescue, In fact our infor- 
mation from Gentlemen of the highest respectability of 
the Parishes, tells us that this is all that 1s wanted 
Confidence & some one to urge the people on— 

Anything in the way of Companies will be endeuvoursd 
to send in that direction to aid & facilitate you, in 
obtaining these results 

We have to do the best we can with the little means 
in our power- Want of ammunition is greatly fett; tire 
Governor is endeavouring to procure this as well as «ims— 
Meanwhile McWaters had embarked upon the dangerous cport 

of firing upon Federal vessels passing Donaldsonville. On 
July 22, 1862, the Federals threatened to shell the town in 
retaliation.” Four days later the mayor of Donaldsonville 
asked McWaters to stop firing upon the vessels. licWaters 
replied that he would "desist from any further attacks on the 
Federals until I heard from Head quarters and should notify 
535 
him the conclusion of the Govr—" Governor Moore was in 
Thibodaux July 30 and requested a conference with Martin next 
day.°* McWaters also must have seen Moore, and Moore must 
have overruled the objections—which Martin undoubtedly shered— 
to further firing upon Federal vessels. Welman F. tugh, 


aged fifteen, recorded August 2 that he, his younger brot Her, 


and a friend "went to Donaldson had a grand time". We lian 





Oe nsournal of W.. Fe Pugh" ,..p.16,, July 22, 1862. 
55 ; ~ 
J. A. McWaters to R. C. Martin, July 27, 1liee. 


Odie | Grivot, A. & Le G. > Thibodaux, to beds date! Ase nF haa Ju i 'y re) 
1862. ‘wo Federal gunboats were at Donaldssaville July 
"Journal of W. F. Pugh", p. 16, July 50, 162. 
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sold a pig for 45 silver, and the town "was threatened to be 
shelled by the Yankees."°° This repeated threat was not 
hoeded; on August 7 a Federal transport was fired upon. 2 
Parrarsut's patience was out. He gave ample warnine for the 
evacuation of women and Children, and on Auyust 9 two sloons- 
of-war and a gunboat bombarded the town. Greater destruction 
was wrought by a landing party which fired perhaps most of 


he 


the business section of the town and a number of houses, 





29 tournal", Deal. 


SoBe Picayune, August 12, 1862, quotins Delta, Aucust 11. 


“ 

ividence on the destruction is fairly abundant but aonar- 
ally vague. Farragut reported that he burnt down the wharf 
buildings and hotels, "also, the dwellins houses and other 
buildings" of one man. Official Hecorcs (Navy), ser. I, vol. 
“Pop 141, A local committee which had reason to emphasize 
the destruction said August 11, 1862, that "the most valuable 
portion of the town" was consumed. Official Records, ser. 1, 
Mola kv. oi OO . A Northerner who saw the town in 1863 said 
that there was “about half of the original town left". Georre 
H. Hepworth, The Whip, Hoe, and Sword (oston, C64), 97, 
Rogaine to Ae Puch. “diary, ‘Ausust 9, 1862, "a part" of 
the town was burned. A Federal soldier who was at Donaldson- 
Ville July 16-August 1, 1863, observed that the beauty of the 
town had been somewhat "marred, Lawrence Van Alstyne, Diary 
of an hnlisted Man (New Haven, 1910), 153. The amount of the 
damace came to be much exarverated, og, 101 example, the 
quotution from a ilassachusetts newspaper in Brags, Louisiana 
an igh eon Sere ew» 159, and the account in Marchand, Story 











Pireaiceusion Pp: Eat (Donaldsonville, Cerca Go, based on 
tive pov tn Eseuness “ate an eye-witness. 

ubler expressed his resret for and endeavored to make good 
the + nite loss which the bombardment inflicted upon the 


ferwile orphan asylun (St. Vincent's Institute) of the Sisters 
of Charity. S. kh. Clara, Superior and Sister of Charity, to 
utter "hurust: cu. Looc, and Butler's reply, September 2, 
Lig jaded eA Corr espondence, IT, 215-15. 

Probab] + aeasil before or just after the bombardment Farrarut 
sont a ee message "To the People of Donaljsonville"; "Rvery 
time my aces pVesareduponsl willoburn sas portion of your 
town. Peel atonecoris, ser. I, vol. XV, 796. 







@ 


bars 


sl , 
ocd to? catotew equa eves 9M: 


re - 


‘fe ows @ deonuA wo Bae a 7 


2 y 
. 





a te 


: ) 7 : : ac 4) 
oh setser) .owod edd bobisdmod sae Sins . 


i 


Coitl dotdw ytasq pntimart ao . m 


bis owod eft To molioes ceenlend gaa 





te 


wr 





~L6te- - 


The partial destruction of Donaldsonville was a precise 
fulfillment of what the people of the River and the upper 
Bayou had expected to follow upon pinprick annoyances to the 
Yankees. It produced an excitement compounded of sufferim:, 
fear, Hetgre of the Yankees and indivnaution over the futile 
sacrifice required by Moore's policy. Welman I. Pugh's "Jour- 
nal" for the day of the bombardment stated enigmatically that 
he “Rode 50 miles on horseback at night". His great aunt and 
perhaps other refugees were sheltered at woodlawn. A meéeetins 
of citizens of Pe aati BDdwotLy Jamess« Augustili, 1lk6z2, 
resolved to send a comiittee to Governor fioore to induce hin: 
to stop the useless firing upon enemy vessels which could 
produce no benefit to the Confederate cause that “would jus- 
tify the jeopardizing the lives and the total destruction of 
the property of our own people and the demoraliziny of our 
servile population, a result which they consider inevitable 
if that course be persisted in, "28 

Josephine Nicholls Pugh was moved to write against Yankee 


behavior an impassioned protest intended for the Northern 


press. She admitted that the people of Donaldsonville has! 





— 





“orrictal Records, ser, I, vol. XV, 795-96. The recorded 
participunts in the mecting wére among the most prominent 
citizens in the two parishes, e. g., A. %. Roman (ex-sovernor),. 
Trasimond Landry (ex-lieutenant governor, and colonol of thw 
Ascension militia), J. Aristide Lundry (ex-conyrossimen), a. 
DG rocrabaw\uotlcorot ‘thevistate supreme court), arn 
dpeiweiGhudety (colonel. ofithegSt (ad:mes*militia). 
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not “discountenanced" firing upon the Mederal vessels. ‘hey 
were, she said, “interested Spectators, but thoy were not 
abettors of the act"', which was the work of “an Indepondent 
Company of Texan Rangers". After the bonbardwent and burcaineg 


doors were thrown wide to aduwit all comers, every 
possible provision wade for accomodation; ull 
efforts barely sufficed; each tenowent nowsover old 
was*crowded; different fauilies wore huddled 
together, others broken & scuttersed to suit the 
convenience of hosts— One larre funily, composed 
almost entirely of females, reared witi. all tic 
Coriorts, << many of the, elszanciés.of lite; were 
constrained to take refuge in a flat-bout.... 

Ins thes ftlieht of Nesroes that took place on, the 
arrival of the Federals their elaves had also 
escaped, ‘'hey, never havin;; been accustomed to 
menial work were in great distress, One ol the 
youns ladies, resolved to lay uside her pride « 
make an appeal to the Federal Otficer#. She rvepre- 
sented to.him that her Paths: was an old wan, with 
a numerous family, all Geuzhters, none ables to 
assist him; that he had purchased tnese slaves 
with the hard-earned wages of industry, & besouyht 
that one at least might be returned to cook & per- 
forin the labour for which their previous habits nud 
Wntitted wnem. . Looking her insolently in, the face, 
he inguired her age & jeeringly replied 'You are 
now o14 enough to begin to work for yourself! SA 
At the very time w6é are taunted with dependence 
upon, dowestics, which tne practice of our lives 

Poe eeanetorelee... (tne co officers] appropriate 
our survants (whom we have at least paid tor) to 
their own, use... Surely an officer could, us well 
dispense with his groom or valet as a feeble wonan 
with her lauundress or maid of all work. 


Vhe principal theme of Nrs. Push's protest wus thc treat- 
ment accorded her aunt, Miss Drake, only surviving sister of 
Joseph Rodman Drake. Miss Drake, a woman of seventy, vorn 
in New York; had remained loyal to her native stute. es 
the bitterness of her feelings [at secession}, she calle 


nerself a foreisner, an exile awongst us, Ber. (wan ch Lee bel 


wey 


fueled 
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her nearest & dearest ties; she looked upon the Contfeter- 
ate Flag with abhorrence—" What reward her loyalty received! 
All of the houses adjacent to hers were burned, thouzh hers 
escaped, and she was forced to tuke refuge at Woodlawn. When 
she returned home she found her sacked house occupied by 
Negroes, with the corpse of a Negro man in the attic. The 
provost marshal demanded, before he would clear her house, 
that she take the oath of allegiance. Even ifiss Druke's lov- 
elty could not bear all this. Her love for the Union was 
dead. "Can you marvel at her change of feeling? Could 
affection survive such trials"? How can Northern adiirers 

of Drake carry on about the “imaginary insult" which iirs. 
Phillips offered to the funeral of Drake's srandson, young 


2] SO 


DeKay,” while Drake's own sister is treated thus? 


The bombardment of Donaldsonville led at once to ovastic 
action by Brig. Gen. R. C. Martin against the partisan con- 
mander, Captain James A. McWaters. On August 10, 1862, in.rcin 
issued General Order No. 8; 


ieee UGecunineroOL crept zanuor oLner corps Inio etnias 
command under special orders to act independently, is 
alike illeval, irregular, and derogatory to the bri.ts- 
dicr General conmnanding—and to the Field and other 


“9 above, D.wao0-ebutler Cornespondence, Il; 36-57. 


(OC oolscap manuscript of 5 1/2 pages in Nrs. Push 's feti 
entitled "Vandalisn-Aged Sister of R. vrake", and scare, 

to "my Northern Readers". ‘there are two copics, oc : aut 
and one relatively clean, "Vandalism" was preva! 
during the war but some little tine after the van oi 
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officers of his command; and will no Longer be tulureturi. 


1V. Provostemarshals will ... [procure] puercs to 
arrest ull offenders, military or clVilien, who wratld 
on any pretence whatever, impress ... horsos, Gidal de 
provisions or plantation outrits in un Waculnoibeod 
hinnner, without written instructions Prom bbese au ude 
quarters. 


V. Comuanders of Partizan corps now in t)his ton- 
Patio. a Wel present) suchorders as they buve beens 
Beiie undere end will hereafter whiitstl wittnii tree: 
Pid uch omy in obedience to orders Prom blrdse 
lieudquariers. [61] 


On the mext day, August 11, 1862, McWaters. aclmowle ‘ed 
receipt of Martin's orders. . He understood tint tha force of 
Martin's Drignie would be employed to resist any Turtner 
oe ere ie Lo erecule the oricrs of overdo steure. 

In order to prevent bloodshed and 111 feelline aiaong 

the people of your Dist and my corand und to avoid 

any appearance of causing strife und bitterness of 

teslin: among our own peopis, JI azres Gen to your 


roguirowusts ... and report myself and conmund Lo 
you accordingly [62] 





-- 


Printed copy in Martin Papers. ‘hough the orders do not 
mention tne bombardment, they plainly resulted rromit. Cf. butler 


Correspondence, IL, 252. . Both the sendiu,: of an {ndepondent 
mission within “his Sorimand and the firines upon Fedural vessels 


had probably been rankling in Martin's breast for some thine. 
{hers is also a hint of prior difficulty about fapressicat. 
McWaters wrote Aueust o Luce, Co her Maren Or mw se Wd eee 


u} 
that he micht bo oblived “to press a fc hordes Bn the Si iver’: 
1fFrites Git “ive woul see atk parthan CTs Pe rote Clie rere 9% Pee. a <A 
pay & whit Goel Mraverd ong av Ol rany thie ore thee Trt whe tee 
possible." ‘tie senérul tone of the latter was Pp pase 1 yee 
re oy whore is DR a Phe most) CuUrlous paint din Lt was a Pequiest aye 
Murtin to supply "a : safo man to yo to x, O. {New Orlonit] to 
x6t some ammunition". McWaters would supply the moaucy. 
G2 


fe AoeNeWaters and .Sa Dy eAshe, lanitten by pews tar); 
Napaboonvilies:toghs CG. Mantin, .Auyauteli, Leec.  Mewai is 
enclosed copies of his orders and foocmuehilons | (t0 ae i 
documents) aud Asne'ts as well GfiGer Voctrents) ,2h 1 ti 
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| Before news of Martin's Sensei Order No. 8 reached 
Opelousas, orders issued to him to place the militia of 
Assumption, Ascension, St. James, St. John the Baptist und 
St. Charles "in active service, and order them to report to 


Col Thos E Vick, commanding Camp Martin in Lafourche with 


such arms as they may possess, "6° a7me order, wrote the 


adjutant general, was 


to be carried out as secretly & as silently as 
possible— The object, is to effect an attack upon 
the enemy [post on the Opelousas Railroad} on the 
Bayou des Allemands and drive him from his Position, 
which can be carried out fully— The Governor directs 
me to say that he expects you to put it in force 
immediately[.] [64] 


SeEeeferorenli out the St. James militia’ drew from 
Col. J. K. Gaudet a reassertion of his earlicr position. 


I deem any move of this kind as utterly impracticable 
in the Parishes bordering on the Mississippi River. 
The secret cannot be kept, and as soon as intelli- 
gence of it will reach the City, the ennemy [sic] 
will take effectual measures to prevent it. 














Even the organization must be attended to with "the sreutest 





Ashe's were not mentioned in the letter. 

jhere are in Martin Papers two copies eaci: of special omers 
by RK. C. wartin directing the arrest of kicWaters and of ashe. 
Gney are dated August 11, 1862, but the order numbers are left 
blank. Since licwaters and Ashe submitted to General Orders 
No. 8, it seems certain that these orders are draits hover 
issued. 


Oo snecial Orders No. 200 (Lewis), embodying Orders ho. Sill 
(Moore), both August 12, 1862. Wo. 200 is in Martin Papers. 


shave Grivou)'h, LEGS, Opelousas; to Martin, Aujuist i2- 
§ec2 le crsvoftictal Records; *ser:*1, vol. XV, 80%. 


65 13y Martin's Speciel Orders No. 7, August 15, 1l&5x, to iis 
regimental commanders, in conformity with Lewis's Special 
Orders No. 200. 
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secrecy", and secrecy was a vain hope. Under existinys: cir- 
cumstances “our militia cannot, possibly be placed in uctive 
service "06 


Martin's General Order No. 8 had meanwhile reached Je- 





lousas, where it produced the effect that Martin must hive 


foresecn. Moore declared the whole order 


revoked, as being highly disrespectiul to the Gover- 
nor and commander-in-chief, unwarranted, unbsceosrary, 
and in contravention to military rude and diseiy tins 
and to oréers before issued fron these headquarters, 
of which Brigadier-Ceneral Nertin has beon informed. 


Martin was orcered under arrest "to await trial by court- 


6 67 


martial. On the same day ilaj. Gen. Lewis was ordered to 


es 


66enudet to R. C. Martin, August 18, 1662. Italics in 
oricinal. 


OV orders No. chee Apust 1491667 ,e0)ricial” MECOts poet. A | 
Victor Ws Ot. o tantin promptly reported ed himselt under arrest 
ae asked tor an early trial. Murtin, headquarters Lire see — 
rade Louisiana Militia, Albemarle, to bead ssGetea Jolt dt wis, 
pane Toya co, COpy in Murtin fi papers. Thre next day 
wrote Lewis reque estini trial by Dy Court of wnquiry WOK, lily oy 
duct as Com'd'r of the Oubs9 LES i: Lt Cael ie eve) carl Gente 
tunity of suowing whether or not I have performed wy diule- 
flue summary triul by Court Martial will uot i bercl ym te 
the privilese of proving that 1 have Bo miormed ~6 14 igi. Ut 
roquired of unos und that the ineans at wy Poti, ae ee Liett 5st 
Padoes martin, B Gi under arr Sh ema LiGucmie., oltre ee, 
Aueust 17, 1862, i eee eat on wae Porwatdua OG : 





and Wud unsvered Dy M. Grivot, A. & 1. u., wis I. sak Les 
Gon. Ueetc huiarii relfuguat (25 privet, duolas eet peta) 
gaid Grivot, in supposin: buat Ne, Was Wihkier wir. bad iva J 


ure to carry out. “bie duties ascivned you, lot tied aGkeial 


Spddee for sthetcaVling out-of othe militia of jeu ve: 

Mie arrest was made because hioore cons ildoure.t ba 
tralian Lol a "aeerécatory Van tars eo teh to to \ 
his auichority andnotiins Wore, OlvGareRs 1G es 2 det 

Sary to hold a Court of LLL PV Ore eS PO tet: he Lats <4 
determining] wicctiner you huve EA EES Ge OP REE a ass 

Vat eievordor for the Court Martial wanr Sto ee eI 5 Lin 


Papers contain no further documents + iis: yt Gr oe eae Oe 
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25 WH ica es 


establish his headquarters at Tiiboduux, to“take chars of 


{ . é 
Toauge 


the defenses of the Fifth and Ninth Brigades", and to 


, 
all ## the Militia in the Fifth Brigade to be placed in 
actual SB 10% and sent to Camp Mase! OF Lewis duly estur- 
lished himself at Thibodaux, whence he issued a rhetortcs] 
exhortation to “every man within the Sth Brigade, ae to 
bear arms," whether subject to militia duty or not, to jre- 
pare "to defend to the very last tneir liberties, their tuni- 
1463. and their ‘paciiee The militia See and Sherio- 


bonne Parishes were probably already in camp before Lowiat: 


Beri... he Assuizption misitia wont Jinto canp Au,wist uo, 
Peet’? at : Oe: PeGee ee Fe OF 
LEG 2... Nie. litiauof the diver verishes were in no. posi - 


tion..to..jmake: other,.than .a modest response. 

During the summer and autunn of 1862 the pincn of war on: 
daily life began to be strongly felt. Severance from hew 
Orleans necessarily increaséd deprivations which oloctkade eid 


severance from the North had besun. Salt, pork, and Pleo 





prior to October 14, 1862, wlien Martin iesued orders ans oune- 
Peete wes relieved of arrest dna pecuew) PLS. con, 


ose . . irs ee ee 
Orders Alowe814) August 14, pltos,olticlal mec ors » iat. 


DivivokiwAtV, 198299 

Gu. ne % | : ; 
Lewis's order also announced the suspension ani wsdbest cl 
Martins Butiarbinks onder;of August LO, gl 862 ,secul Jos Chics 
elimi Of baa bit boybrhoode to BGlLive Barut ce . wad le 
executed, the colonels reporting direct to, Léwi3. .Goorr: 
Dudere No. 1ee(7), Murgust 16(7), “1se2.” The hoading Gu 1: 
Cuy'y (printed) TT BErtin Pauper Dy qccrGe |} 1s Ad a 

Uy our Chie Wan Be Pui: pol inl Bea ae OWLS pear e”: Goa 
Peer ny, Ao t 20, Lee Pr. 
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wo 
were sgeerce and. high. FPlanters were vory ectively encsuced 


a aT a , if bes * 
in buyins becf to mate up for the want of pork.” Some wants 


could not be met-in late August Franklin Pugh smoked his 


of 
last cigar.” Money was “getting scarce as every thing 
7 
else", ‘ Plantings in early spring had been with an eye to 


subsistence crops, but the season proved unfavorable. The 
corn crop on Boatner Flantation was light, not exceeding that 


795 
OC iCi. -Record high water brought crevesses on River and 


‘dnd oe tea, Clery, Aurust 4, 1862. At an auction sale at 
Napoleonville salt broucht ‘510 (a bushel(?)] and pork and flour 
each #50 to i360 [a barrel]. 

The imrense salt deposits at Avery's Island, near New Iberia, 
aiosnot=veren to be worked intensively until the fall of 1862. 
Taylor, veatruction aia “econetruction, 14. 

PiWe=presoence of sone troops alon®% the Bayou and the calling 
out of tne militia undoubtedly accentuated the problem of 
suppiies’, “H. J. Boatner & Co. was required to furnish Sep- 
tember 5, 1262, one barrel of sifted corn meal “as your quota 
tovard supportine the militia and send your account to the 
undersiczned. Requisition, September 4, 1862. sisned Walter 
Push, quartermaster, by 75. "A, Tunsill(?7), serveant quarter- 
master. 


Tx, F, Puch, diary, July 1, 2, 28, August 18, 19, 1862; 
and=ereceipttof WathHseKinkman’to H, J. Boatner &’Co., July 28, 
1862. W. W. Push in one transaction bought 35 head of cattle 
for which he psuid in susar at four and one-half cents a pound. 
Fugh: and S. Sandford, contract, July 10, 1862, with endorse- 








ment. myst Pyelb62)rof delivery -of “Sl hogsheads of surar 
wot: 3,709 lbs. On August 1, 1862, Joseph A. Aucoin gave 
Pugle a pocebpt «for a ly2oe "which I am to invest in beeves for 


iim sia Agee apas." 


ee 
‘Ypitiey, Auoist 25,, 1962. 
res 
pom a ee 

Didry.,, August 14, 1862, on borrowing y1l00 for his brother 
Jobn from F. xodrigue (storekeeper). lkranklin had borrowed 
July 27, 1462,.4500 (probably to buy beeves) from his neighbor 


miigon GriGunore, brickwason and planter. He borrowed Septem- 
Orie Peo Gorn We Puch. & Cows non tasVine 1 dig &) Co. (store- 
POG Viewing) 1 Confederate notes, giving «a promissory note 
page? I Lo sane paper March 1, 1863, with 8% interest. 

iy MR 


“LDiery, September 4, October 13, 1862. 
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re 


Bayou with some damage to large pientations.°" Amone the 
planter cluss there was nothing approaching downed cht priva- 
tion of the necessities of life—indeed, even tho darker days 
ahead did not bring that. But the few hints that survived 


indicated a grimer picture for those not well-to-do. in May 


a 


to number of the inhabitants" of fioume were reported "in e 
poor and suffering gondition™, |* and in the sane month Wil- 
liam W. Pugh donated twelve barrels of molusses to "he poor 
and needy" of poreticenvelies in June the backwaters from 
the Mississippi flooded most of the brulées west of the E.,cu 
in Assumption Parish, and in July Willian W. Pugh assertseu 
that the families of three-firths of the militiamen ol Che 


parish were “in a destitute condition, and dependent entirely 


for their supplies of bread for the coming year on tice COrn 
e ) i) 


which is yet to be planted on a soil not yet fres from welur. 
The police jury of Assumption on Septenber 3, l&62, approve 


the printing of parish scrip up to Sto C0G tor tie roliol Of - 


end 


balay l. Pugh, diary, March 26-dune 20, 1862, is very largsly 
taken up with the high water. There were at least four major 
ercvauses on the Bayou. Pugh's entries tor June 2O und Au;s- 
ust LZ wentioned dameze to plantations. 

rye 

Keith to, Butlers; May co, lho, Otiictel Recomis, ser. dt, 

vol. XV, 455. ‘Whe distress porhaps arose trow the dis loce- 
tions attendant upon tho Nona Wiurders" and Keith's punish- 
ment thereol. 

Te 
Ww. H. kaquier, mayor of Dénelasarwidie, toc. We Pick, 
May 7, lwo. 


IO ‘ 
ae W. Push to R. C. Martin, July 8, 1862, above, p. 158. 
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want "in consequence of the late overflow and the action of 
the conseript law". 

One of the gravest results of the proximity of Federal 
forces was a wave of unrest among the Negroes. It came with 
apparent suddenness eurly in July. On July 7 Welman F. Pugh 
"wont out to catch some negroes". On July 8 Franklin Pugh 
recorded "a perfect stampede of the negroes on some pleces in 
this victnity—" July 9; "They are getting in all the run- 
aways in the neighborhood." Welman reported July 10 "had 
vacation this week and was looking for runaways all the neem 
The runaway wave subsided, but hints of trouble continued. 


Karly in August Captain McWaters learned#that Col. S. Landry 


Mad soven negroes shot yesterday by the neighbors Col L. 





_—— 





ee ere 


LOr Pionni eres. 'Assompt ton, October l P 1862 ( copy found 
ae 


with A. F, Puch Papers 
The parish of ferrebonne issued bonds "to provide for the 

care of families of those who went to war." Inventory of the 

Parish Archives of Louisiana, No. 55 Terrebonne Parish (Houma), 


47. 


Sigiovicria Cie ett 4Pucith« pasil6 ghdtly 7 pplO pel B62; As. 
Purch, diary, July 6-9, 1862. Franiclin says that only one 
ran awsy from Boatner Plantation and was brought back next 
day. but there may have oceen later runaways, as is indicated 
by a receipt to H. Jd. Boatner & Co., August 4, 1862, for pay- 
mow, of oL0O for (drresting Worry and a rnule. One runawiy who 
esenved is mentioned in #llen KM. Pugh (iirs. Franklin Pugh), 
Assumption, to A, F, Pugh, february e, 18638. 

The outoreak of July, 1662, was apparently the firstesertous 
trouble durine the war. A Negro man had run away from Boabner 
Plantation July 9, 1861, but he camo in July le ib NOVemUaT., 
1V61L, Mranklin went to whitmell Plantuatton to punish one of 
nia Nesroes "for inszolence to the overseer. 1 do not think 
he vill vehave so asain soon. I hope never." But occasional 
incidonts of this kind were comiuonplace in peacetime. 
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Hinself credits the i aaa And thero were rumors at 
the tive of the bombardment of Donaldsonville of "an insur-— 
rection among the negroes in Ascension Parish, and the kill- 
inser 10-o0r- 50; of Sp 

In the second half of August the military situation in 
the Lafourche district took a turn for the gorge Pe By Aug- 
uat 20 the headquarters of the major general of militia were 
at Thibodaux and the militia was in active service. About 
the same tine a battalion of mounted riflemen under Colonel 
Edward Wabler,.J7r.,, arrived. from Texas.” The Confederate 
Conscription Act was put in force by tho enrollment, August 


30, of conscripts in Assumption Parish. ~° Major General 


meee ee 


Cfy. A. MeWaters to R. C. Martin or W. W. Pugh, August 5, 
1862. 


fOortielal Records, St ple eVOlan AY , Belc4s 
A. F,. Pugh, diary, October 6, 1862, says that the "trial 
of Dr Lovis boy for rape on a white woman was going on" Jn 
lapoleonville. put a certain amount of serious slave crime 
was to be expected from time to time, war or no war. Diary, 
Ausust 26, 1861; "Joe Aucoins negro woman was tried -and con- 
Wie Ges. Goday, for kiljing hides, only) child,,,,,She-is,suspectcd 
Gielea Oiled, his. twoothonchiliaren,,. bast falds., ona beln 
Jrowned and the other, supposed to have been killed by a auoin 
cA 
Medic wari oven, toyn,Confederaternecanture,of New Orleon:. 
as wore ie bel ( Corras dy Ni cholls,inear, bynchburr,,.Va., sto 
Women ne waGholis dug»; septenbeng6 .:,1L862:. "Does Mr Push 
Hiink be whit have ai flect)to help, in the,capture of, New 
Oriesus7" ."Does it not make you miserable, the idea of Mr 
Pee oo Lain bis militia to’ participate in the capture of 
Now Orlenns"4 
thy 
Teylor, Destruction and Reconstruction, 110. 


405 


Kea aabveliiedd any .August: 30:5 1862... .lnroliment in the 
other parishes presumably took place at the same time. Data 
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Weehard Taylor, confcderate conwander of the District of 


eer eros  rearned Thibodeux on cr before Aurust 31, 


37 
162. Taylor was a first-rate soldilor, and as a citizen 


of of. Charles Parish he was well-!lmown in the Lafourche 
rerton. ife cama with plans to carry the actlon to the enemy 


peececersne tno Opetousas Railroad at leant as fer as the 


£352 


’ VY 2 ae) 
POL 3° ¢ 7me relernt outpost on the railroad was Bayou des 


Alilemands, which Taylor believed to be the center of marauding 


oxnpelitions from which his own estate and many others had suf- 


8Y 
Carel, fo captures the post it must be taken from the rear, 


meee tre aver 3100, which was not an easy task for a force 


ee ee eee 


Meer orowuLaat of the Gonscription Act are extromely mearer. 
Miseitected resivents of Ascension and. 5t.* Jamess informed 
Butler in July that "lawless bands" and 'Partisan Ranzers! 
(iieWateorsa, no doubt) were corrying "off our Gitizens under 
the Confederate conscription law" and pressing men into mil- 
Poeyerervice, Puller, Corrsapondeuce,, li, 75,290. 

ONT yy cea oo “ht a 2 " 

eee ee an. Fe , duh ap. lye Aucustwel ,dA8ORe wont 

to Thib on Smportant business To see fen Dick Taylor". 





on eT a were. i, VOL. XV, OOu: Taylor. DesEruc- 
ere eos pi” thm. whldiedtitetralYroad ron nerthboast from 
Reaceland Junction near payou Lafourche to Boutte Station 
Peeene Tinsicninpnl whence 1t skirted .the Kiver fer about 
trenty witless fo Aleiers, the caatern terminus opposite Now 


Oplaquea hist CA yy Te Oettit!. IC CAO ann Bonkte, 5 te 


Pat ceY[ NPE Lise Se Allamands : the advenes I'n Te ey 1 Pos G Tlie 
Se fie hasiaeik hinetion to Rayou des Aljlaman'a, was mostly 
(eee in ewan Prone sayou des Allemands to Soutio Station. t 


Pe sors ere aap OR ite bans, 


Poe omer morc r pir Cho niunedaring “Ob Tay bores =n inn — 
Le igneiron De Bows Hover, * XAXLIL, (November, LB6G)<. 538. 

Aecereiive to Lie clipping-printed by De fomr-obviously from a 
oonbbern newspepemthe letter was written by a Vermont sol- 


diervand published in the Montpelier Journal. 
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starting from Bayou Lafourche. The post wos on the rallrosd 
route to the River, and there were but two other routes. Ono 
Wks the Vacherio Road, which. ran from fbLbolnux to the River 
at a polnt thirty miles above Boutte Stution., Vhe other was 
by roundabout ascont up the Bayou to its junetion with the 
Kiver and descont down the River to Boutte Statlon. The mis- 
sion was assimned to Colonel Waller. With the aid of Tay- 
tor's careful coaching and Federal mishaps, he succeeded in 
ambushing o train at Routte Station, anid capturing the post 
eu payouw des"Allemands. Waller sustained littlo or no loss; 
the Federal casualties on September 4-5 were 9 killed, 27 
woundsd, and 155 missing. Waller captured a few guns and 

a welcome supply of arms and accoutrements which were used to 
equip his own men. "This trifling success," as Taylor called 


a 


it, "tne first in the State since the loss of New Orleans," 


91 
provided a rvch needed tonic for the spirit of the people. 


The capture of the Des Allemands post was not an unmixed 


em ee ee ee ee ee 


QO, a : 
Pile pembar of the wounded received their injuries not from 


Watier'a mon but from eceollison of their tratn? with ai cow. 
ti elo, ooo umiclicue und Reconstruction, lll. The Federal 


re te ee. _—— —-—- 


PaHErTS eryryy Tey ee at j Ot Recoyr os ser, oie Pee Ba pe : Lee eeaty 


Accoaviine to faydor, the Des Allemands post was full of loot, 
aa x Wie Ween piel Olarieson. oc eral’ sol@ieracdipelosed 
Prive Wigc! Santee bem acts" the “horvors of which no lancuare 
as hes Tey floy protested to Butler antl "hie conduct 
Wawicdda! wan apa lly stopper" Dovrmay ib), ppeogbaelie: 
ek Uy pt Lee, Vee se Bite cP! at, NG EL Uorrenpondence, 
ig, eigsG8 : uit tor Pepe tat Ts tember PAs. “TREE pikes eee 2 
i a Velul segorta) BO, Ly VOL. xv, o65-67. On 
GSepterhor 19, icau, oubtler issued Generel Orders Ho. 74 


ape tan Oe1ekine } dbid., sor. 1, vol. XV, 573-74, and But- 
Corrosnondenes , el. BS ee 
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eee Or At raised yet mnother painful conflict between 
eee Lae Cori oderstie couse and fernr of Fedoral retnli- 
ation. Amon the prisoners captured were seven former resi- 


Qo 
P| H a) ay es . 
Pee ae wt litienen of Lefourche Parish, who Ned led to 


Pewee rsoens ni) cniisted tn the Eighth Vormont Reriment., 


Peeouvceiiy ticy wore deserters. No doubt mora sorious was 
Pee eeveree thet one anid perhaps all of them had delivered 
CVeewo tho roderal forces a Confederate lieutcnant, and had 


Se redoneacpics ant muides for "marauding excursions uron the 


c 


Vocheric.” Such offenses could not be condoned. Yet who 
Sem sould, Coat Butler, busily eniisting Loulsianians in his 
army, would be furious at the punishment of these men. Maj. 


Gen. Lewis ordered a court-martial composed of twelve offi- 
eers of the Lafourche and Terrebonne militia refiments to 

‘ 93 
PervomeesCoLempor 22, 1862, for tho trial’ of ‘the’ sevens men, 


The men were convicted and were executed at Bayou des Alle- 


minds cn Cctober 22, 1862, two days before Brig. Gen. Weitzel 


left New Orleans for the conquest of the Lafourche district. 


Piero y fccourt of the trial, and execution, that survived 


Mero atone O41“ LoY Seven’ mersas "Gormunse.? but al pra tier 
aoe sae OF Le tr rimoes in’ Dalles Picayune, November 16% 
Po5P) treladed two Cfarnet and Raker) that hardly sounded 
7 oe Pein roe iii. CUA ned. Bronk’ Datta!) Hor enter? DS) 
Pl opedetedi the utery of Lhe other Bayou des ALlemands | 
Pea ar Pes reir yo TATA y? ¢ 1G? OFY, miNsitiel), wore 
Peron Teer re er Tt Shoes CnpLare, he Tie Confederate 
cemmand was attpibuted to MeWaters, 

“Porleied Hecords, ser. IJ, vol. 1V, 709-10. If, the 


dudgeeesdvonnte and the provost-marshal be included, the court 
numbered CourtLeean, 
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was writton nearly two yoars after the event, and by a Fad- 
eval officer, but It probably did not misrepresent, except 
in desree, the apprehension with which the court and the 
executioners acted. According to this account, tho court 
opened with nine members, but two who opposed "the court- 
martinaling, manased not to be present at the Last part nor 
to voto", 

The shooting party consisted of eishty-four men, 

Sone Of Witich were detailed, and some wore hire 1d 

nt 350 apiece an substitutes. ... Another class 

ware drafted, and as the testimony of eye-witnesses 

show [ete], wore compelled to take part in the exo- 

cution from fear of great bodily burm. 
The roluctance of participants proved to be only too well 
prounded., Of the ninety-oight men involved in the trial and 
execution, only five could be found in the Lafourche district 
in August, 1964. Two of them had already suffered imprison- 
ment, and all five still had murder charges hanging over 


their Reais MA 





q) 4 | z 24 
brie. Gen. R, A. Cameron, to MajatGeotreoR.*Drake, A. Ax 
G., Department of the Guif, Aumust 29, 1864, Official Rec- 


Ge Swope ee ol? ALL Spt. i901 7- 18. 
bree of the persons whom Cameron, could find in 1864 were 
roacr Crooloes veo Guaneron classed amon: thone drafted for 


Hae Herel voi. ioe eee? Pliein Lo ve tried to protect tham 
Tow. tuetbapm tiem Goris tint arrests." he ether two were mem-~ 
herd “of thin, ciomrt) wii. Find OL OS CO. LG proc molanres . One was 
ode bear rpeoove erirer*onitor of the. Heoumn Civ CLV ic (igi, 


who had been imprisoned, probably in early Novejnber eeu. 
pa rerousodw withoureeither trial or cxonerathon®by an order 
Oy Decomber 24, 1L0G2on Camcron recarded,Mareciseas “a pood and 
true Union nen." he other was Joseph Tu Cham roucer. planter, 
"whose loyalty, is ofa nerative rather than #4 active charac- 
ter". Tucker haa also been "held a longs time in prison in 
New Orlerns" and then "conditionally roleasod without trial. 
butler withheld from exchanre fourteen Confederate prisoners 
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The press of other duties took Maj. Gen. Yaylor away 
from Thibodaux within a few days after Waller's success at 
Ravyou des Allemands. He had no sooner sone than Waller suf- 
fored a serious reverse. Taylor had given Waller minute 
{nstructions. “The danger to be guarded arainst while oper- 
atin: on the river was pointed out, viz.: that the enemy 
night, from transports, throw forces ashore above and below 
him, at points where the swamps in the rear were impassable; 
and this trap Waller fell into." The Confederates were 


forced to take to the swamps. The loss in nen was moderate, 


a 


but upwerds of 250 horses and quantities of equipment were 


COG 


+5) 
abandoned. 


Two wees later Col. James W. McMillan teok a regiment 


26 


to Donaldsonville.”” The expedition had a slight flavor of 


aa 





(hesdoed” by ‘a? bricacier eeneral) whom he proposed to shoot, 
4f Halleck would so instruct him, in retaliation for the 
Bayou des Allemands execution. Butler to Lt. Gen. J. CG. 
remberton, Vicksburrm, November 15, 1862, and Sutler to Maj. 
Gen. H. W. Halleck, November 14, 1862, official Hecoris, ser. 


Wievol VS 708-09", (or Butler Correspondence. a1 xs AV2-74., 
af 
Omaylor, Destrmetion ang Reconstruction, 112. The Fed= 

erel reports are in Official Records, ser. URNVORT AN,y 100- 

204+ Col.. vanes W.°Melatian,pone of BubLlor's ableate ofii- 

cers, obsorved Winller's force in the neirhborhood of St. 

Charles Court-House and returned up the River on the next 

dey, Scptember,-6 ~ 1u6e, with a heavy force. He landed two 

reyiments in the vicinity of the Court-iiouse ond two about 
five wiles above. Waller was caught between. 


24 
A pederal force had beon at Donaldsonville September ll, 
Lo62, apparantly on one of the armed tradine expeditions 
that laid Butler's intesrity under suspicion, Cf. George 
Donisen, New Orleans, to S. P. vhase, Wasminevon, UienOe, 
October 10, 1862, Diery and Correspondence of OG. bee Cn ae, 


—_ -_~— 


go ,.08, F, A. Roe, Lt. Commdg. Gunboat hathadin, to 


* epemewriee soy 


-183-" 


we 


“T0990 Of tote tentans t rou 


A 


wot act Tre 

; sist] Voda Stor | 
LOVES ooYy 7 

a © wort? 


art? 


Sf #ompwe 


v4 ‘ 5g 
O7FNE Ifa 


‘o; 


telloW qaqg Elie” Dey 
' 


fs 
7 


a . 


: estounnagg , lor? 


ry 


VVerne ort? J asl? t. iv «tuo betatod en 


ls Storiy ciated. ta hi | 
vn 


> 
J 








7 


- 


Osa7 


oF Doagqe)?- 
‘Oo ubtewah Jud 


nyohr : 
OOP a 





-164- 


sucsar, and was intended also to assist Spanish Unionists in 


a9? 


the neirhborhoo The main purpose, however, was to feel 


out the Confederate force on the upper Bayou and swoop down 
the Bayou if resistance proved feeble. On September 22 IMcMil- 
Jan Crove: the Confederate pickets four miles down on the 

richt (west) bank of the Bayou. On September 24 he deter- 
mined to feel out the main Confederate position, located at 
Charles Kock's Belle Alliance Plantation on the left (east) 
bank. He was met by the fire of five guns and forced to 
withdraw when flanked by the Confederate cavalry under Major 
MeWaters. Franklin Pugh thought the affair badly managed by 


the Confederates. “They had probably 5 to one of the Federals 


Comnodore Henry W. Morris, Commdg. Naval Forces New Orleans, 
pepcewver il, 166c, Official Records, SC Le Ole AN, OOO Od, 
complained bitterly about pillasing by the troops landed. He 
was revolted that his funs should be used nahit of otect "drunken, 
uinaLeciplined, ‘and licentiows’ troops’ in fionpe lace of a pri- 
vate mansion of wines, plate, silk dresses, the misses and 
female apparel, to say nothine ofthe confiiacationr of Surur, 
which 1 believe to be without proper and lawful reason there- 
for." Butler's endorsement, September 13; "The acts of the 
troops in pillarcine (if true) are without palliation or exqae; 
certainly no more to be justified than this irproper, bombastic, 
and riGiculous rhodomontade of a sub-lieutenant of the Navy." 


Of. , , 
AScension and the upper part of Assumption contained a 


considorable Spanish element which was, in some areas at least, 
Svelloq2.te cdistinet fron the rest.of the population. On Sep- 
tember 10, 1862, J. HUH. Tappan "was killed by an infernal Span- 
jard in ambush" and was buried with martial honors next day. 
G. D. Terrebonne was buried at the same time, but the manner 
of Ld 8 Centinedoes snot wpe arn. I. buch, dilary.,september Ll, 
Loge: "sonrnal aoe at . te Lo. GopLorber 10,.1862: 

the episode is a plain indication of disafiection amone the 
Spepuiards, and was probably followed by the flight or expul- 
sien of some of them. Kcliillan speaks of “the Spanish ys 
secs" (see text). Cf. also Hepworth, The Whip, the Hoe, and 
the Sword, 97. 
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of the lattor 
mid nowrly all/oescaped", 
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McMillan reported that he tool: 


one prtsoner tho arms and the town assersor and 
Oroureit n few of tire citizens as refurecs; JI 
found 1t out of my power to effect anythinr. 
Force and transportation insuffictent to follow 
on Gown the bayou ... and as I learned thnt the 
oSpaniabh refurers preferred remainine ond Ttehtine 
tho rebels fA ln mode Seminole, I resolved to 
return to this camp [Carrollton]. [100] 
Franklin Pugh opined that the Federals "will hardly be heard 


from acain for several days" 204 
Butler was now determined to take the offensive ona 
scale calculated to insure the conquest of the Lafourche dis- 

trict. He was chary of puttins his motives or his plans on 
paper, but the factors working in his mind were fairly clear. 
A Bersicerable part of the Confederate forces above New 


102 


Orleans had been withdrawn. Taylor was concentrating on 


Lefourche a force which might become danrerous if it were 
allowed to build up. Butler was beginning to look ali too 
nuch like a seneral who did not figsht. New Orleans was now 
well in hand, reénforcements were hoped for, and fall weather 
was ean sine The Lafourche district was a rich plum in 


itself, and mircht furnish the jumping-off place for an 


Ce a i ee Soe? Ow Ses a Ooo 


che ; . 
PUATyeisopLanmocr 218 Lo62. 


100) eid 1lan to’ Maj. Georre C.° Strong, A. A. G. (Butler), 
september 25, 1662, Officiel Records, ser. I, vol. XV, 141-42. 


10 : 
tary, Bpepueiver 25, 1562. 


LO? 
Peer corrosponlence, + Tt. cogs -Oriicial Records, ser. I, 
vol. XV, 174. 
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mmvitious drive arainst Texasie” By orders of Septembor 27, 
leéce, Sutler formed a "Reserve Brigade" under his pet. God- 
{rey Weitzel, who had lately been promoted Brigadier General, 
U. S. Volunteers. The “Reserve Brigade" was composed of five 
rovirents of infantry, two batteries of field artillery, and 
four companies of erence es This brigade was to undertake 
the conquest of the Lafourche district late in October. 

On September 30, 1862, Governor Moore, holding that there 
was "no lonser necessity for the militia" to be out in the 
Lafourche district, ordered them to their homes. On October 
13 the order was repeated with the proviso that the Confeder- 
ate commander might retain in service under his command and 
“tin the pay and subsistence of the Confederate States" any 


portion of the militia he might reqiirein’’ The policy behind 





105:or some of these points see Butler to Halleck, October 
e4, 1862, Official Records, ser. I, vol. XV, 198-60. 


14 whore is no return for the brigade at the tine of the 
Lafourche campairn, but from later returns its strensth can 
be ostinated pretty accurately. The five infantry regiments 
contained about 3,050 officers and men (azvrecate present, 
about 2,700); the four cavalry companies, about 315 officers 
and men (avrretate present, about 350); and the two batteries, 
about 230 officers and men (actrerate present, about 250). 
The total of officers and men was about 3,600, the total 
ne pe cate present, about 4,300. When Weitzel started down 
tiie 3ayou ke left one reciment at Donaldsonville, reducing 
his total effective field force to about 5,000. The data on 
which these estimates are based are in Official Records, ser. 


——_ 


Peyote ive ool 167) 16838172, 627, 626, vol. Lill, 557-38. 


b 

sep enter s Wo. 881 and 889, issued Alexandria, La., Official 
Recor’s, ser. I, vol. XV, 819, 826-27. The ordors applied 
to the parishes of Assumption, Lafourche and Terrebonne, to 
the four River parishes of the Fifth Brigade, and to the 
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hoore's orders was that of General Taylor. He wished the 
militia disbanded as fast as they could be replaced by resu- 


lar Confederate troops in order that the conscripts among 


the militia could be sent to a camp of Ree rection 


Comrand of the Lafourche rerion was now in the hands of 
Bris. Gen. Alfred Houton, a West Pointer wounded at Shiloh. 
Taylor manacod to furnish him two "skeleton" regiments and a 
battalion of infantry plus two field batteries, all with 
some combat experience east of the Mississippi. Besides 
these, Mouton had at hand another battalion of infantry, 
another field battery, and several companies of cavalry; the 


whole force at his disposal, independent of conscripts and 


Peche parishes of St. Mary and St. Martin. 

It is likely that conscription had so cutted the militia 
resiments as to render them nearly useless. The adjutant 
seneral reported “Returns of Conscripts" as 636 for Assump- 
tion, 909 for Lafourche, and 501 for Terrebonne. Abstract 
of annual report of M. Grivot, Adjutant General, December 
1Upetoocss in bartiett, Washincton Artillery, 256-57. In 
Ascumption Parish the conscripts were taken over by General 
Taylor on the date of enrollment (August 30, 1862) or very 
shortly thereafter. At that time they were probably encemped 
Paveeeerino tll ase Me Grivot, A, & I:-G., Opelousas, to Col. 
fom eur vepuember 9, 1662. After that the bulk of the 
Lefourche district conscripts were appsrently removed to Camp 


Prato, ot. artin Parish, for instruction. By December most 
of them were on the levee batteries at Vicksburg. One hun- 
dred of 450 from Assumption were reported dead of sickness 


and miagtreatment since their arrival in Vicksbure. R. C. 
bartin, Jr., Vicksburg, to his wife, December 17-18, and to 
his father, Decenber 19, 1862. 


ERE F, Pugh, diary, recorded the disbanding of the Assump- 
tion Rogiment October 2, 1862. The action was apparently 
unexpected. Push had said September 22 that he might not be 
asdle to pet hone "before a month". 
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Drees, ser. ae ie “KV, een ie “Waller's Lee cana Are re not 
montioned as beins in the Lafourche district after their mis- 

fortune at St. Charles Court-House. MhicWaters's command prob- 
ably formed part of ilouton's cavalry. 
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Chapter IV 


Invasion 


On October 24, 162, Woitzel embarked his brigade, aniat 
10 a. wm. the neat dny entered Donaldsonville without oppost- 
tion. Tho next morning, Sunday, October 26, at 6 a. m., he 
moved town the Bayou with his whole force except one rarni- 
ment left in Donaldsonville. He moved with a flatboat bridge 
{n tow and deatroyed nll the boats he found on the Bayou. 
Sunday nicht he "H4vouacked in line of battle" on the left 
(east) bank of the Bayou one mile above Napoleonville. part- 
Jer had meanwhile sent out from New Orleans a combat resi- 
ment and a reciment of Negro troops to push along the Opelou- 
ses Railroad, repairing {t as they advanced. Four Llight- 
Grait steamers, two-of them partly jron-clead, were dispatched 
toward Berwick Bay to cut the only Confederate line of supply 
or retreat. 

Hews cf Weitzelts movement reached Mouton late on Octoler 
ef. The news cane none too promptly, and Mouton was caught 
with hia forees badly scattered. Col. W. G. Vincent with 
Awoutt GOOGinfantry) 200 cavalry, and one battery was in tio 
Confelerate fortifteations below Donaldsonville. Two skele- 
ton perdrwents (about S75 men) and one or perhaps two be tLrer-— 
fag were at Bayou Bool and Berwick Bay, fully 55 miles from 
Vinerentts position. About 800 men under Col. Thomas E. Vick 


were at Bayon des Allomands, some 50 miles from the other 
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coneesntrationa, A cuvalry pickot was at Boutte Station, In 
erence oO, the Bayou des Allonanda position, while the road 
through tho Vachorio was puarded by a cavalry plckob plas 
the St. Charles and St. John the Baptist militia reciments, 
both undoupte tly minuscule. All of the main forces wore 
rouriby aquidisatunt-some 20 or 590 mbilea-from Thibodaux, and 


these at Rorwiek, Bayou Boonuf, and Bayou des Allemands could 


he broushkh nearly Lo Thibodaux by reil. Phe Des Allomands 
force might, however, have to keep its nosition to meet an 
expected push alons the railroad coincident with tWeltzel's 
move down the Bayou, 

Vincent, accurately informed of Weitzol's strength, fell 
bagi: down tne Bayou October 25. When Iiouton came up, the 
witndvawel was continued. On October 27 Vincent was on the 

sat bank of the Bayou 23 miles below Donaldsonvillo, two 
miles below R. GC. Martin's Albemarle, and just opposite W. L. 
wynnts GeorcSa Plantation. Georgia lay between Iiimel & Pugh's 
‘dmelaya and William ieee vena Melrose. Alonme the Himel- 
ep —BooPeia boundary a, road. lenvine the Bayou at. right angles 

offered a line for defense. The line was short because a 
app ("the Marais") paralleled the Bayou only a few hundred 

Pee ee ow con cueritea Torce formed alon: this,line 
CIE ola (oO intontry, LOO.cavelry.- and one. battery... .The 

cantToterates had no flatboat bridge, which meant tnat there 
eoul:) bea no, effoctive shifting of ftroops.nor ready conmmuiunice- 


tion Votween the forces on either side of the Bayou. 
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WOoLt sel resimed Pee narch down the Bayou ab G a.m. Mon- 
day, October 287. One vecimont of infantry and 9s company of 
cavalry moved down the west bank, while Weitzel led the bulk 
oF his Torce down the onst bank. Weitzeol's march was a con- 
LV ryetaress aude: paat plantations belonsine to the Pugh ctrelo- 
Wee. Hatiittts Locust Grove, Mrs. Thomas Furh's Hadewood , 
tiie Boatnersts Rosedale, William W. Pugh's Woodlawn, Edward 
Peruse OLnter, tn. G. martin's Albemarle. By ll a.m. the 
hostile forces had come into contact on the west and then on 
the east bunk of the bayou. On the east., the trvtlondg ies 
force usenet according to Weitzel, "after delivering only 

ae ©: : 
the fire of its advance guard". Weltzel then threw his main 
foree to the west bank, converting the skirmish there into a 
short, sharp enzaveament. The Confederates held while their 
battery, which wan splendidly handled, kept up its fire. But 
the battery von low on ammnition and was severely injured 
by Federal fire. When it fell back in some confusion, the 


ee es 


Reenrodor ate bamavior, On tie onst Danie is incomprehensible 
eee eo lee Gorrie, 7 Lt was reportod wamonre Confederates 
Woogie Lowel orogniiwey nAlvor tie baArtls that "one of the 
Porvoo uti aro kt) ClO Proecoent fisht Anrew uway overy 
ie ee eee ote them: oxcept their puns, and made back 
Packs, bonsiing, as thoy, ran,, that, they, had; not fired, a gun. 
Thies ie. ecandeloue.,eis wbrwe, and df, not..true,,. the, report 
should. be, immedi ntely corrected," Franklin, Kegister (parish 
of SO. Haryysavetoher 50, 1b62,,,. cli ppedyin, Daily theayune, 
Movember 2OjwLior Ay he report: could, be. .conatruods ag o ref- 
epooce to the demoralizatiton of Vick's command (below, p. 
194). But Vick's command was not actually "in the recent 
fieht"., tence the report was more probably a description, or 
u pretended deseription, of the Confederate withdrawal on the 
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Toftantry alse withdrew, and the engarement wan over, Wattsol 
camped the night of the battlefield. Ils casualties wore. 18 
Killed, '74 wounded, nit captured or missing. Mouton reportad | 
® killed, 8 wounded, and 186 missing. Seventeen of the misa- 
diy; wore wounded men in Federal hands ss 

Thee ual oure so Gistrict fell by this one enzarement. : Mou- 
ton made a belated effort to concentrate his forces "for a 
Pea e rato resistance and to drive the enemy back if possible." 
Vick was recalled from Bayou des Allemands, but no train was 
provided to or. og him back. He had actually to come on foot 
over the bed of the railroad; instead of reaching Lafourche 
Seo sia with COO fresh men before dark October 27, he rot 


there at 3 p. m. on the 28th with a weary command much depleted 


by straccline 4 Nouton had already decided that he must 


a ee ee 





(m) 

“he Crescent Heriment, which went into tho action with 134 
Mate host 4 killed, 1 wounded, 11. wounded prisoners, and 56 
Bee. a totealsofs71. Daily pocavano, November 26, 1562, 
quoting a letler by the acting adjutant dated Berwick Bay, 
OPC ea pete oe, pranted in Memphis Appeal (uronada, Miss.), 


November 14, 1862 


“Called by the Wederals, Georsin Landin;;, by the Confeder- 
arose, unogarevi tie nnd ocensionally rorerrcad "to *is Taxrane 
eee eee ono Biter the trogad to W. W. Pueh's Texana 

Panrtetilon alone which “the Confederates “on the “wést “bank 
Peed Liioip Lige.. 


la eor ding VO Seo, te Oroorod his sgclotant quarternad- 
er i? Senet Crain eroraviex, hubpethe troba crew ques tboned 
Poe rr ernest segucnority. § AtTtcr some delay the train did 


(oes Reromenics ORMGiIevnl Corgoonlrof (Octobornk7 } bute only 

Poe a poe Otel voring Vicki's orders and bringing back 
pre Sick nnd =partvof his barrare? oWhy the: quartormaster and. 
Pee eC CoP erence co the train craw, .and why, nothing 
wig done to provide o train during the nirht or next morning, 


Peuton toes not say. 
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evacuate ov be captured. His small force was tirod, Woltsal 
was reported to heve reépforcements on the way, and an Fede- 
ral force was edvancing along the railroad from Boutte Sta 
tion. Rumors wore "afloat that the [Federal] expedition to 
berwick Bay hal reached its destination.” If thot wers Srue , 
Mouton was already trapped unless he conld firmht his way 
across the Bay. Horpily, the Federal expedition ha) been 
delayed; iouton reached Berwick Bay by rail on the 29th and 


suececded in ! 


"croasing, everything by the 30th." 

Weitzel crproached Thibodaux October 28 expecting a fight. 
When none developed, he was content to encamp his brigade 
near the town. Fouton, once entrained, was beyond pursuit, 
for he was sure to destroy key bridges on the rail line 
behind him. Weitzel had no cause for unease about his own 
mieiubearyhelteations soon to be strenghtened by the opening 
of redl comruntcautilons with New Orleans, The last vestiges 
of Confedevate military organization east of Berwick Bay dis- 
appeared Novembor | with the capture of 53 militiamen encampod 
"a short distance northoast" of Thibodaux. Weitzel's atten- 
i fon let alrendy been turned to the ample problems of the 
eiviltan population, white and black. 

the Local militia pleyed rather a minor role in the 
Li betpelve oommattrin: The Assumption resiment probably wus not 
celled and certainly did not take the field, althoush volun- 


A. 
hears attached thenaelves to other units.’% The Terrebonne 


i a ee ee 
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Stipe eiGln dod 16, was in the ensagemont at Georgia 
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Seer WAS AG feorcia mending; but the “rormdniaub™ nite ped 


Pee eter, Ciara and of. John the Baptiat resJaentia, 
employed In rmuardiug tho Vachorio road, were probably not 
mich mora numerous. Tho Lafourche reriment was much larror. 
Boo nlittamen and w0O conscripts, Stationed at Bayou dics 
hee ons, tev wereonot in:.combat. Some of the.mililtio 
Pee Poured ond yHrolcd, Others no doubt dissolved into 
the landscape when Kouton withdrew, The conscripts, having 
been enrolled in Confederate service, were bound to withdraw 
Meta tie Oliver Confederate forces or become deserters. They 
Wore local men, ond most of them chose to stay within the 


RE 


anomy lines; Vick was able to bring away only Se of the 300. 


ee ae ne oe 





oe eee ae voluntecr, “and his father, Uric. Gen. KR. C. Mar- 
tin, surrendered as a prisoner of war, though it does not 
oimearewiietepent, At ony, he took in the campaign. 
6) 

dhe sources on the Lafourche campaign are in Official Rec- 
wie. Borris Vol. XV, 158-80, 587-58, 859-61. ‘he oa 
Yoports are Weitcel to kaj. George C. Strong, A. A. G. (Bul- 
reap OGleOA en SG ec atte pp .eiGY-/0, and Meuton to’ Hal. .E. 


Sn rPrets . A. G. (Taylor), November a 1R62, AL. DD a. ln Gen tiO. 

he eereividuswisno desctriptionyolr oie campas su in the lrank- 

Soc enamel pies Wm ool wot Mary). October, 00 162... clloped 
Oy Peet yeddeuyunc ,~hovembere20,..10962.,,. Weltzel's report, cov- 
OPS) Lis od Rall alata Witie reasonable thorourhness and lucidity. 
i oo ep On amindss Dleineenoush on first readin, but 


c Ponds) up very raphi:ly* onviclose, analysis. Theo account. of 
ms Cie rauie force: and movementsidin the text: above depends 
necsaserily upon Louton, and.is thought to be substantially 
Ht. ebhvour hh sone polntar areysoarcel] yxcertain. 

ower tLe Lomi iabestiare joleutine wonoudenseonmetont Ly 
bet. cautiously. Wis information about the Vonfederate forces 
win vyorue, ond he, was satisfied merely to drive them out. 

Mae wouLons oat tie Lafourche. wassnot suprising, but he 
Poet rian er wel Lowiiat Corrce he had, § iis mayor ‘error lay 
In engacting at Ceormia Landing Instead of concentrating in 
the vicinity of Thibodaux as his superior, Taylor, and his 
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Tho Latenrehbe enmpatien as a military movement was seeond 
ov third-rate. Far mere intorestine cond more consequontiol 
was Lhe civilian upheaval attendant upon enemy invasion. For 
six months the Yankee shadow from New Orleans hod Jain over 
the Lafourche. Ample time had been piven for men to decide, 
if they would, whot course to pursue. The cholieco ws brutelly 
° ram | . e 7 

Simple. Subrission or flight, which shoul it be? 

liany planters, anticipating the invasion, hat left with 
their Nesroes for safer portions of Louisiana ond Texas. 
Others fled at the last moment, taking with them what roads, 
stock, and Nesroes they misht. The town of Franklin on thie 
Teche was "full of refugees from the Lafourche ond erredvonno— 
Lis e 3 ’ 18 FON ce eB 
those who have left their all to fly from the foe. Weitzel 
reported, without pretending to strict accuracy, that Mouton 
in his haste left behind at Brashear City four hondred wagon 

A 9 

loads of Nerroes, One of the last-minute refurees was 


ee 





opponent, Weltsol, expected. For Taylor's contemporary crit- 
tetsm of Mouton's operation soe Officiol Records, ser. I, vol. 
KV 174-75, Of9-61. In Destruction and Recenstruct.ton (pre- 
farce dafod Decamber, Lary 115-14, Taylor snid: “With his 
Poreesn wall an hand, vouten would bave defoatad Weltzsel and 
Pun iret nessese hon of. the ‘Lafourche’ country." “it wag 1410 
ear deiyaita vihla wrovond Eon. 

re? 

‘Yuo dave arter Georsta Landings, but before the news reached 
Heockostpod. Whit" Martin wrote from Vicksburg that he hed 
pee woneral. Yaylor oat) Jackson. oe"Helisays he intends to hold 
fe the Lefourehe ceuntry as long as he porsibly can but I 

Potner will oe prepered to romain at home or to move off 
Wee ae Taylor's ermy oceupiles Lafourche or evacuates it." 

Pie tiie GC. aie bins, - Oc tobero29 ,wilBG2%. 
Peanklin Rosister (purish of St. Mary), October 30, 1862, 
Jppek in Daily lcoyune, November 20, 1862. 


{3 
5 


Yorfictal Necords, Pele VOLS OAV l/On “As; Taylor hastened 
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William Littlejohn, who left Nelrose on the evenine: of Octbo- 


er 26 wud Succesodod in gotting 50 of his Nerroes to Alexan- 


dria. it was well that he loft, for the battle of “Georgia 


« . 4 Q a 
Landine" was fousht just above and on Molrosa. +? scores of 


wiivis duals were impolled to leave ahead of the Yankees 


Peco they had been involved in such incidents, as the Hama 


Murders” or the court-martial of the seven captives from the 


Bisshth Vermont, ‘dhe exodus continued with permission of the 


i 


11 
Federal authorities for weeks after the occupation. Gen. 


R. C. Martin left the Bayou, then returned, surrendered as a 
io) 


; ie : 
prisoner of war, end was paroled November 8, lie again left 


tho Lafourche Moverher 192 for Alexandria ond Mansfield. 





tefaerd tee lever Teche in “early November he encountered "num- 
Cer eer ci ticnens, .wanmoying ea families and necsrosa", Whence 
they cane Taylor does not say; the context indicates that 
thoy were primarily refusees from the lower ‘leche, not from 
Pee ow cic oy bli. , sod. 
10 : : 

Lit tj ejohn Geneslory, and J. B. Littlejohn, Gamp near 
Pirated Pat ot Vs. ides AUN « paket Vicksburg, December 2 
tees YOth An digvlia Rapors 


it, Cajikar tin,, shis Camp near Vicksburg, to wife, hans- 
Le 


Pietd. ilo. 4. vecouer she. .hhGe s fhe waite. ofan officer, just 
from Verrcbonie, says that Genoral Weitzel “is contlemaun" 
Pee iain)! orm ae seasto wal who teoire ul euydinny) tie pcoun- 
trys. duveerousy iueividuel.exanples wrove, that jexht was 
Caeeden rained... ty ciibbe) ofsebhea Tact svthat,.Generul Dueers ‘tQ.. 
Pe ov ome 44.1650, directedethat no "pass to fo beyond the 


oa oe rtedpec bed ee it bore "the personal Se cntis e 





wi or POU VE CTS Re SE) ES fan oy iv ‘Om Headquarters Le pe Tetris) ae trol the 
mee, afi Pegi op 1% 1G62) (New Orleans, TEGey, UO. 


“Vartin anresrs to have gone with his sons Thomas and R. 

2 his doupbter-in-law Kageie (daurhter of William Lit- 
Pas idhit)iwive of Rie pptr, )Yeandhigmittle grandson (R.9C., 
J1i) to New lberla. They took with them their more immediate 
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Damere rd Puch and the family of Kichard L. ("Dick") Puch made 


their way to Alexandria and thence to Texss, probably with a 


7, 


: : 13 ne 
substantial number of Nerroes. Wives of Confederate sol-— 
Gleyvs, especially officers, left in appreciable numbers.” 
Keiucee. mroups from Lefourche established tiemselves at varji- 


ous points alons Ked River and in east Texas. he proportion 


personel belonsines, a conveyance or two, and 2 few Hectrocs. 
ibe trit may heave beon made in company with William Little- 
febi's perty. Gonerel tiartin was beck on Lafourche by lovem- 
ber & ‘The others went on to Mansfield, La. Mertin left the 
Beyou iovember 1O and went by of Fort Hudson and Alexan- 
dria to hancfield. Before he reached Mansfield he was talk- 
in” of returnine acain to the eae woecn he dic early in 
ebruary, 1865. R. C. Martin, parole, Wovewber 8, 1862; W. W. 
liartin, Camp near Vicksburg, to R. C. Martin, November 29, 
1862, and to Mavcrte C. Martin, December 14, oe RK. 307 Sirar= 
mare ., Vick nite to wite, December 18, "18 : Welman ['. 
Puch, disry. November 19, 1862; Booth, He Wicldiredarde 
Seer VOL. til, Ok. 1, p. 8995. 


eee «= - ew 


134 wentileman from La” told J. B. Littlejohn in Virginia 


December &2 that he had seen Sevedeeren oigsthe Fuchs in Alexan- 
j 


Woarwith their i sien Littlejohn, Camp near Port Royol, 
fla 





Poe ei Marcin, Vicksburg, Decemben, 25,,. L6G. Several" vas 
Pa exeaercutlon. . W. Pugh, Jr., was in Alexandria at this 
bine, bit without wife or Nersroes. R. C. Martin, Jr., Vicks- 


bure, to wife, kansfield, January 1, 1865. Edward and Dick 
wore tne only Llurhs, who remained refugees... Cfs.F. D..Nich- 
pila, (Gltreverort, Le., tow. W..tugh: Assucption, November c, 


Wo4¢. bick was with the Fifth Company, Washington Artillery 
when tue Lifourche district fell. Since "his presence was 
considered! necessary in Texas with his family", he secured a 
Pverunien in Jaiuary, 1865, and subsequently furnis shed a sub- 
Pipe.” at. OG. Aarlin., ine) Near Vicksburz, to wifc, fians- 
ficld, Jonuvary 18, 1665; Booth, Lovisiena Confederate Sol- 


¢ 


Bg Te Le OK eg ea Dele. 

Lane instances are mentionod in R. C. Hartin, Jr., -Gamp 
PoP olavire sto wilco, Kansfileld, Decembor 11 and 14, 166e, 
eo. Ss hopin Alomantria. Janunry 20, 1665., ling. Henry 
she ae left to foin her husband at Clinton, La. Ie had 
lost a fineer at Murfreesboro. Boatner rewoined in the army 


mpbLil ACS end of the war. lis wife returned to Bayou Lafour- 
eee. “Lizzie cCouljion-to A, EF. Pugh, aueplamberss, 1263; Aleks 
Purh, Ofory, veptombor 15, ,18G0; “private Journal of E. N. 
fuch", Septomber 16, 1863. 
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of the total pomilation of the Lafourcho atatrict involvod 
in there movements was not larso. Tho preat mass of the 
white population was Creole, and few Creoles were rocorded 
amon; the refugees. The number of Negroes that could be 
removed, especially at the last moment, was necessarily lim- 
ited; any estimate of the number must be sheor SUM Lay bud, 
two or three titousand was probably an ample allowance. : 
Heavy proportionste depletion of population was confined to 
the relatively small class of large planters and professicnal 
people. uy early 1863 perhaps one-third or one-half of this 
class was inthe army or in exiles 


A. Franklin Puch's diary describved the l"ederal invasion 


and its inmediete aftermath as he saw it: 


October ----(Learned] that the ederals, were landing 
ew. in preat force at Donaldsonville. The Confed- 
erates, seom to be Pagenete aN 
retreating 
October --e- The Federals are in larse force very. 
0.6 Root mwue re. 


October somebody stole my sully last nicht, no doubt 
tt pk a £lyine Confederate did it. Tho Wederals 
passe Doatner with a larsee force about 9 A. 
ti. ‘thoy were very civil. to me and my tari ly. 
After they had all gone I went up to Ausustin 
ce wititmell found great excitement among the 
CNC ents 


sober oleid all night at Augustin. Called at Belle- 
aM vue today and saw the ladies also at Highland. 


ne en -  e-s 


oe ‘ 
there were 21,491 Nesroes in the Lafourche district in 
Cetnd } 
1E60. 
‘fem o 
Jnls does not wean that one third or one helf of the plan- 


tations were utlerly sbandoned and allowed to pass jnto Fed- 
erel hands. As e reneral rule some one remained on the spot 
to keen posseastion of the plantation. 
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The Weeroes ere fn a very bad way in this 
nejehbborhood and 1 fear will Oe Oli . 


October ototd Inst nicht at Ausustin, and returned 
eQ. + hone [to Boatner] after dinner Had to swim 
the Bayou at home,as there was no boat. 
on horseback 
October Found our nesroes [at Bor tner] completely 
oO, demoralizned, some cone and more preparins to 
mo. 1 fear we shall lose them all dhey so 
off in carts— ... Was sick today 


October be cool weather still continues, and the 
ol. neproes) to runnoff.em Lt! Looks probable that 
they will all go. I rode up to see Honore 
olse fils, and talk over the tinese 


November ‘Vue weather is erowins warmor, and trovbles 
a “Hpecincrensings Noarly all the nemroes have 
left Ausustin & Whitmell aud I do not think 
one will be left in a week at Boatner thourh 
but two of the House servants have left wer 


fovember oo... Our necroes at Boatner are still leaving, 
2s s0mecenenyinichts Ser 


November .... here are but 31 nermroes of all sges 
3. let at Boatner [out of about 100] and I 
believe they will leave 


November ... We have rot the nesroes who are here 
4, (at Boatner) willing to dig potatoes and they 
are diccinz them. 5 men & 1 Boy. (17] 


fn reading Furh's remarks one needed to remember that 
carts did not draw themselves away. Mules did that. Carts 
end males were 93 indispensable as Nosroes for plantation 
orerotions, Until certs end miles as well as Negroes should 
return plantations wore paralyzed. And this in the midst of 
py nda ne amaknat 


i ee 


téyn bho text ‘ove the names Aucustin, Whitmell, and Boat- 
ner have been ee sett od for Push's abbreviations. ‘This 
text, like the rest of Purhts Jiory for 1862, 1s from a typed 
Copy at. Louisiona State Univorsity, not fron. the original, 
whieh is also at Louisiana State University. 
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Tho Negroes on Boatner, Augustin, Whitmell, Ae Highland 
molted away in the night. On Pugh & mee Energy Planta- 
tion in Lafourche Parish a mile and a half above Thibodaux 
events took a more ominous turn, Weitzel reported that on 
the morning of November 5 the Negroes on Energy 


who had returned under the terms fixed upon by Major- 
Goneral Butler, without provocation or cause of any 
kind, refused ... to work, and assaulted the overseer 
and Mr. Pugh, injuring them severely; also a gontle- 
man who came to the assistance of Mrs. Pugh. [18] 


David Pugh and his overseer, having been overpowered, were 
tied up by the Negroes and taken to Thibodaux. Franklin 
Pugh "went after thom and brought them back before night". 
Next day he attended the trial of the Negroes at Thibodaux, 
Two days later he accompanied his brother, Dr. Joseph H. 
Pugh, to Thibodaux "about his negroes, they were all 
released. The ringleaders being detained thore." 

Residents of the Lafourche could view the Enersy revolt 


only as a portont of insurrection. In the hands of General 


1B voitzel to Strong, A. A. G. (Butler), November 5, 1652, 
Official Records, ser.i1,) vol. XV,0'172.. Parton, Butler in 
New Orlanns, o41, renders "Mrs. Pugh" as "Mr. Pugh"; his 
version is tho more plausible. 

deitzel exngeeratod in saying that David Pugh and tho 
overseer were severoly injured. ‘they were overpowered and 
in the process suffercd a beating. Cf. A. F. Pugh, diary. 
November 9, 1862; R. C. Martin, Jr., Near Vicksburg, to wife, 
Mansfield, January 18, 1863. 

Jt fe fairly probable that the Negroes who had "returned" 
to Mnorgy were in part Negroes not previously attached to 


LNnOVrZVe 


19 
Diary, November 5-6, 8, 1862. Franklin's account is dif- 
ficult to intorpret in detail. There may have been revolts 
both on knergy and on "Dr. Joe's" Waverly a mile above knorgy. 
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Butler's apolocist, James Parton, it became somethinre very 
differont, viz., an “Anecdote showins the Good Disposition 


of the Emancivated Netroes, and the perfect safety of Immed- 


© 


20 
inte Abolition." Parton quoted Weitzel's report (without 
mentionine Weitscel's name), and then set forth the "facts" 
established by subsequent investigation. 


senator [sic] Push's nesroes, when the Union troops 
possessed the Lafourche country, were amon those who 
cane pouring into the Union camp, and who had returned 
to their work under a promise of protection in all their 
rights, and a fair share of the proceeds of their labor. 
One morning, when the negroes.were assembled as usual, 
to f0 to the field, one of them left the line and ran 
toward his cabin. 


"Come back," shouted the overseer, in the old, brutal 
tone of command. 


"I'm only soing after my coat," said the man. 


lie went to his cabin, rot his coat, and rejoined the 
gang before it started. 


dhe next morning, when the negroes were arain drawn 
up, before going to their work, Pugh himself came on 
the ground, when the overseer said to him, pointing to 
the nerro: 


"There's the damned rascal who was impudent to me 
yesterday mornine." 


Puch, forsetting that old things had passed away in 
Latourche, besun to belabor the nerro over the head 
with his walkins stick. The negro, who had a better 
mevory, resisted, and defended himself. ‘The overseer 
ce to tne assistance of his employer. The other 
nerroes joined in the fray, and, in a very few seconds, 
the two white men found themselves flat on the ground, 
eacu held down by half a dozen stovt nerroes. 


What any ather cans of laboring men, except nerroes, 
would have done next in such circumstances, we all know; 
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reneral Butler in New Orleans, 540-42. 
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OS Sy ts fe i+ lying overseer wenld haye 
meceieed the pinishment due to thelr Tasolence and 
mnt itv, Tere Meneroes.,, Unmoved by the Maori y of 
8 tieosind feores, cnpofully bound the two prosbLrate 
men, load and Coot; made two Litters; placed them 
rently upon the litters; and, conveyins them in 
Silence to the nearest Unton camp, latd them hefors 
reece OL tae conmanding officer, and walted 

pot Lert by Mee, en A} hand, to relate tho oceup- 
Penecs which justified their novel procecdinzs, 

the moeh rhfrornus examination of both parties only 
proved that the nespoes had told thetr story with 
reliploua exactness. ‘the general justified and 
applanded the course they had taken, and suve tim m 
the protection needed in thie circumstances, 


Forbearance less meritorious than that shown by 

tiese poor negroes has been Styled sublime, and no 

one hag questioned the propriety of the epithet, 

Without moro evidence the Story of the Lnergy revolt 
could never be fairly told. ‘That the revolt started over an 
attemnted whipping was likely enough. But that Parton's 
tale, aljectives asldo, presented with "religious exactness" 
the grounjs and the proceduro of the punishment was hardly 
credible, The "savaze Pugh and his lying overseer" w ere 


respectablo members of a community that did not sanction 


= 
beating Nesroes over the head in cold blood. 


2a , 
ot ses B ONO” EO ens t Suspiclon upon the acarracy of 


> 


Pee as eaCGmint sat hie erovey revolt. in tie first. place, 
ye “AM oBAStR Epo ys part of a chaptor of typical nbolition= 
Lot Horror Air TS a. (Parton culls them "Renpasentative 


pee es Nnarciotan!) Tn the serend place, Parton doubtlasa 
pees ns Veralon kf roms pit] op? ( cf8 6 ohAra i Butler in Now 
Pai ei 2 re Rane Bit areas reason to rive a one-sided view. 


WoLbael had! ettad the pévolt dn an atlempt to prove to 
miter thetouse af fle-ro troops in the Lefourche district 
ibe provoke g fereral Negro insurrection. Butler thought 
crmnpablcally that Wocro troops should ba uaed CM SE ana 
Pad ue Oo Bhowe the berevearevoll both, tuatifiable andad nnoc~ 
“ONS knocked away a matin prop of Wejtzel's argument. 
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Poab vivid of the neeounts of the coming of tha Yantroos 
were those written by Josephine Nicholls Pyent-and her Tit. 
teen yeur old son, Welman F, Push. Welman wrote in his 


a “i Pare 
esi ye 


ie acut du apoleonville father (W#illiam #W. vurh] 
bie Piet for texas—not state [L. e., for Brulse 
peas 


October Lerly this morning the Yan came Dy? hers ai x 
rol thousand in number and they insulted Motner, 
aud cerried and coaxed of f ull the nesrooes 
wo were once wealthy now poor bvt we have 
orave bearts and strone wills and by the aid 
of God we will rise in the world. 


Hovember We are still in Ereateoxcitemont l forrot to 
GB. mention that the Yan carried) of f all the 
horses, miles, carts, saddles and bridles 
so we have to foot it-no doubt it will make 
us men I cannot say what sort. 


Ps. Josephine Nicholls Pugh's account was a full-scale 
literary essay written perhaps some years after the events 


Sia Ceaucrived... About. Ats literary value there micht .be more 


than one opinion, but as a close-up of events on Woodlawn 
and 48 a portrveit of the mistress of Woodlawn herself the 
eesay Wa3 a rare historical gem. 


Lt wes Qetebor, our most beautiful WONG. Wout Cha Sat 
MPa HOG A, Oat oh aie? 5: 1862] nature was in unison with 
our Peoelines Stone wind wailed Petru Pi yor burst an ancry 
sist lomse pain foll—it was very choorieaa! lend our 
Nears wore heavy wilthothe tidinss just recetved, that 
tlie Yankees had) danded’ at D(onaldsonville], within twenty 


© Od ne: Lo the form of WW. F. Purhts diary it is somotimes 
d3y(Cicult to correlate dates and subject entries. Tho ontry 
under Hovember @ ubove nay perhaps have been intended as a 
continuation of the October 27 entry (there are no interven- 
lng onirles)’, 
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mileg— thelr ependt army would soon be upon us, and 
wor with oll te attendant herrors. Verebofiore we 
hed suffered privetions and discomforts, but hed ens- 
Sly reconcile) ourselves to them, havine in the becin- 
piney of toe terrible strugele determined that all 
superfluities should be dispensed with to aid our 
countryts need, alas not called on, our foes cathered 
the supply. Townrds nisht the wind incressed in vio- 
lence, bloyine o cold Nor-Wester—tt was siceploss to 
mosh of useage ‘new not what the morrow wonld brine 
Lertt-owr ce all ponarly clad, worse armed force elrost 
Oestitube of opypunition could searcely contend with 
Gen Welbtscl{tsa] thoroushly equipped well diselplined 
infentry, ond crvalry mounted on horses lately the 
pride of Southern stables. Comin: thus with the DOMp 


and circunstonce of war, they were wall calculated to 


inspire awe and terror in the inhabltents but I think 
indlsnation wos the predominant feclinre, with a sense 
of deproscion at the helpless condition in which we 
Were, placed. 


fhere was great confusion on Sunday—hurryine to and 
fro, our men fell: back, poor fellows they were ill 
fitted to oncounter that array—even officers were 
coarsoly dressed, and showed no uniformity of attire. 


On tee black race, show and glitter exercise tho 
stroncsest influence-no wonder then that drawine ovt- 
ward comparison, they yielded relirious belief to Yan- 
kee suprorescy—they saw their masters leavine their 
homes, they knew not with what prospect of return— 
their faith could not stand so stron a test, and 
number(s] flocked to the Yankee stundard, forming a 
motley, crotesque and increasine army. 


liuny of our planters, in anticipation of such an 
invasion, had left with their nerroes for Texag-alter 
reflaction we had decicied to remain, knowlne the aver- 
sion of the negro to breaking up and movine to a new 
conntry-tiinkin: too that bis demoralisatlon would bo 
logs commlete at: home. 


A leree number of ours were inherited, we hoped a 
portion at loast. woul? continue with us— If there was 
contusion and hurry without, there was none the less 
Wiloin—-mony planters even at the last moment collect- 
Meee l Prey could take hasteried to é@acane with thoir 
fumilles-and thors were sad brief partings-we wives 
insisting that our husbendJs should leave us— Why 
remain to fall into the merciless hands of Butler?— 
to be hurried we knew not whither, nor to what fate— 
Humor hat heralded the arrest of prominent men on the 
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river-ours misht still escape or conconl themselve 
for n timo until their {[Federal] policy could be 
known(.] 


Wa -worornet alraldrto stay behind, and so Lt was 
Chris eylicusceheldipfor -thecfirebitinascin avseason of 
distross was bereft of ita proper head-—1Lt could only 
havc wriaed, bo youncdhstnesg,..and-so:ho Fiat from us 
btyat ord ay gd bernoon, while. the Beoat op iy Lay 
Migerpetia Fou wilhos.oelf, and thus the a ey aatieriae 
Bermainedpaocloty wi.themo, Lorewlthin.a few hours the 
ear soc rhnoocarming glarned.also,lolts;.Of, this I wan 
immediately laforred by our confidential man whe came 
begreceiyecpinstructions. Hehad:ever been: implicitly 
confided in, but was.somewhat timid [235], howevor I 
Lhorcht in his character of preacher he would exercise 
A good influence over his people— I told him if pos- 
sible to kean peey Lorether, and coll them to their 
usual avocations Jn the morning— He came at day light 


en Leer, mo tak rome of the youns men hod left dur- 


AG EE Se a 5 nnd he feared others woul follow—but 

@ laree number wera still working under the driver's 
direction—one of their own color who was popular among 
them. 


At Prookfost on Monday (October &7J, our dining 
room servant oa youns man whose ancestors had been in 
Viestawelly; for menerations, told me the army waa 
pprroachine, & a aguod in advance had shot down & 
kKiliol one of our neishbors—a young man who had been 
GQlecharge? on acceunt.of ill health from the. 'se called' 
Confsiderate army. fle was_.on horseback having sent his 
wife and children to a neighbor's hous o-hoping still 
to mako his wey ovt,of the, country before he was,avware 
he was surrounded by soldiers and sunmoned to surroen- 
dew whirline simidcnly, herplunred. the rowels into: his 
horse and carhed off—c dozen rifles were discharred, 
Paleo oimoeliatirom his saddie,he,fired, aneng, then, 
Meeewligerie icp berse wag. captured. ong, mounted by 
epcrolrine troopers, whorwith.others,rode, into. the next 
yard ,;whoro on the.Gallery, stood, tho, wife owaiting her 
Inusbaund— Sbe recognized.et.once the noble animal. 
secing this the soldier said—‘if you wish to bury the 
man. wito, rode,this,horse,.his,;dead, body, lles.in-the next 
yard. 


—~~ Oe 
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First written as "somewhat changed in character" 
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Un cunte tiiat martial host, prowd end powerful, but 
Peek O.cou. NGL er “ited. Pasiich Nee ees in the synshino, 
wien all was so Work to us—in ‘sorrowful indignation 
Oyevaie wy tittle ‘ones arownd me ~ 1 ‘sat tay the brary 
awaiting their approdch—- I mi:sht close doors and 
windows—ashut them aut from sight, but there was no 
Gloeinp tiie eur to the #reat timilt-that Sahel of 
voices-~-that tramp of a thronging multitvude— Arned 
won were every whore, surrounding tho house-demolish- 
Bia cices, tramyiinne the flower beds onto ithe megro 
qguarter—to to stables--to tho fowl yard--kitchen-but 
ag .yot the; bod -not Invaded the house JT prayed fer- 
fonily Gey wight not-should “they attempt this 1 
Pou tnuoe procectl on from thelr of ficers), whicheL 
Poe noe ven! to do “ir ‘the “hearin fof my hoy { \elman]} 
a striplings of fourtecn—-he stood by me with swelling 
heart, flashine cyes and wrath “only subdued from rash 
gemongtreation by his” love for me, 


eet oer ly 1norenc Of tChotinsyenia of ranicbul 
on ofticér now centered the roomsome one said said [sic] 
he was. major, 1 am frlad he was not an American, With- 
Ot eolucntion, ronine foward4éme hoe ssia—» “Wewantasone 
ee, ool one Lorene ate Once" ele replied tisghave 
feorowr eo TroLlorted@with that( igo ovlict andvwalked 
Swe Cte oa EL? noetonrer, "butewent tobthe 
kitchen where sat old Hetty Looking ansrily at the men 
Poomt ioe te (Coane ehere to, moet waa aboutegiving 
SemoeetroeGson, wien 1 Saw asoldicrvand 4 youtht riding 
foward the stable—-in the impulse of the momont I celled 
Lo opie ent omen ifs you®are’rentlerion,! thewman 
oe elichtiy in his saddle and looked at me ‘hs it 
customary for Urion soldiers to pay no regard to ownor- 

ir [7]? ttoere is no ownership now liadam,' he replied, 
"this Dince Is conitsceted’! MEhat? heryet ttomberdecided 
eee ei ie eee rie it Sie anaerea) wWilrshodd thodip 
nose Lt el you UDG om" MT Tava mortpownory to resist ' 
pepe lig. rome tiine more DL tay nave? mila mdomnot 
Pr ia tet ait Lhe boy{" Ja? Lro“was. excitedirand: he 
prasented his cocked revolver at mo—-& Albert the sor- 
vent afore mantioned putting his hand on ny shoulder 
Beit » COommaneay Mintress These men’ wi PY hurtiror Pree Det 
vou! lie exwe goon after to inform ine’ That ‘an ficer 
Coereiutoupieat Lo me. “F"*sha ll viever -LTorroet ae 
enberview—tie weather was cold, but Idid not feel it 
I stood on the rallery surrounded by Jediles and chil- 
Gyanalor our fomily “had*been increased bytrefugees, 
fand] a lerclon of frightened sorvants, curious and 
euper to hear all that passed pressed tT forward }— 
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deere ndvanced— "Is Col (WS1lLem Wo Puch] 


CV ORNL of 

Maat * Rale pane , miving me a militery ealute Me 
wei heey Ti Bev are aelinge’ he rept ted "Mehra hy 
the quest den wey munecessory' WUC deren, Gt Tie 
fiir, he pew informed me he was provost marshall of the 
Save birnde— 1 Lowed Turning he Bosticed: bor CWO 
J eee, 'Medem these men wape a Prey eo wit Vag yon en 
ieeyour pouliry— “l have Given you protection,’ at 


Rpile- 1. felt Lin dllatten' of he Eros Une choyd te 
Soe tie ol Iie Val na-- Drawing; myself up, Ioreniied 
pA thar you, slr at you hive ace recurs t,. SVEN 
heug 1s a poor pratection when #11 the Value 
Ooles belorrimee ta. the plantation have been tulren— 
Your soldiers have seised the mules, wagons and every 
herge, sir, even my little seb }s pony with his foency 
Beets is belie ridden Oil, mpOambini Os 1 SHOKE Uo 
Lie youth veo had thom in charre, fend there corr 
another with rey deurhterts side snddlo.' He responded 
Wit Sudigznetion Madam this is ‘the first pleco, where 
tny conpledul bos becn made of the Union SOlOre rs... 


aed 


a ae er fered Tes3 oP fomrod’ to. spent 
Piotr linve soon Ssovoeral of aur {Necra] men 
Moched town, ond pistols upplied “to thei hesde to 


: 
MOC Tens ot (=. Your soldiers have plyced knapsnelks 
en their shoulders—they had no option but’ te leave 
ep 1 wish nore: to remutn who desire to re. but there 
Peewee yY who, will notdo it Voluntartly- Do not permit 
Loree te be used aratnst these, born and roesred witht 
as I should heve svatd, but inadvertently I used the 
Pore oucnted,*  'edicated Madam! he replied with a 
sneer, ‘vou hesitate at the word! ‘fully as well' 
Lounwisely reapouded, "in morality ond princi ple AS 
VOUF WA. WhO Are perambulating every where, stealing 
Hitslicy can lay handa .on.’” When my hbuaband “left the 
thought there were pentlemen in the Unt on army who 
WoUlG protect Jadics Crom insult.t tbo you mean to say 
ebat tere urea no rentléemen in the Unlon army?! tI tm 
POU SO wn isi niys-thare dre gentlemen tn your ipmy as 
aerate ane wig ape not IE Ours Advoneing *sti11 


Gee Mh aie ye Plercely we “sitd Your Sexrtatono 
Mea BPOlGr Liddy (Sir Io do not claim the prerore- 
ube seat) lini rin orf tthe ataw tl © thrawn around ane by 


Pare Pion ly Wael. T looked Betene woe aty at’ him it 
Meet MOLE Ceo wiser to Tate spalren ee seers but 
lp Sire Pert. Phe Prey Surrounded bs that reckless So ery, 

Vioiletiirc tiie Sai et Mi ao Lo my home. The dutch Major 

POM Shprosened, thinking “I“was-agktne fof protection 
ead PDN lady clatms protection, yon when I asked 

for coffee she rofused Saying she "had none when she 

Ova Mave tt 
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Ee tor Se rata: ton for my hovsehold Caelte a 
etek, cet tp. (Lurnine Peet EON Cb fash ¢- 
such ae this, in constdored as an insult by a Son ther m 
Woman. Here Let rms do justice, several of the Ors Loerrg 
felt for me and looted some what ashamed of thetr Pro. 


YorxC- Ohne nov Spola Such lu NSUa?C is dnewt thne-if 

ie Oe es Hella coffees, shie had it, not! 8 las OE ae 
moe ed SN PTT. wee not pias bim, an Ate my hue- 
es ing (ca AE reg ay rhonlty and at great exnena procured sono 


for meno Sertherny man WAS touch it, iG. iff you geutle- 
mer desire’ Tt. ast one of my Servants to prepare it for 
pore’ the youn: officer ang swerings depreeating Ven eid 
me CO NOt wish 4t4) Bra turning their Bae hea ds ee! 
Eee eT ft taking 18 miles, warons, earing, hors 
saddles and harness Peis alt large number: of ae nen bee 
they forced of f-. 


i onever pecur toe this scene, without heins amus Cum 
Eerie MOCO re stl try ere es form confrontin: the burly 
Dutel: Mator with his Butteral tones end long sword, and 


wonder Novy , ao aise “cred bomant Pa passed fricl= how. 1 
COMLOT have Lim chura-al to Ba Wee Hm) UE O fraia We siege Mra: 
sav nothine of the norpous Menner of the. Provost iM of 
Lhe whole Rp LoeoGy wi lent ty nen 4 ccuntonance, but 
provably my weakness constituted my streneth 


They moved war] y forward— they knew not our weakness, 
and Pearead foen lurked’ 914 ambush fu longs Spreading 
LA GPA of waving cane, 


By hoan ouup py py bees 1 body On me yy had collectad a 
Low miles Betan cage bind having rood retoforcements 
Of the 16th Ls thas +e Crescent Rawimont and Raleton[{']s 
battery amounting in all to abait 000 tmen-asdded to 
these were OTM VU Pa li rome thse lower parishes sene 
conmpunies o itisan Rangers and Sétines battery of 
four PEC COS WLth stig force Gen Mouton determined 
ne mableva Stend | Vand lan engasoment onsued which for 


sal. lant, Py and Pro Paitio Posts Cance et VT hoasr compart son 


“ith Sey pO Rh aie FP OCS Fal fiGg 17 Oo] MePhoeters fighting 
BLESEy Lee MAGA Of Wie Tien ¢ Vain contest, with 
expend oo Vdriry Att Pon wid Way Was @Thst>, ) svar ly rar Sin 


mye ayys OUP HIG Wat ey © oo7d thes i eee tr C& ote ate iy a ry Jz CES Slept 
on the Pete Pe@of Fo lkt 


POMC BA CAP Oh HORE Eid: meer stand ice a ite (he BO = 
ee OST ee ee Le SL TN) TH ee Nours came 
Addison the preach er ols tne servente vet remaining 
[were] dLasatis Gili doand sullen, rofused to “worlesen 208 


=-POD. 


of Ttscentent bad been Sown-they decreed themsolvey 
forgsiven by thet, maatep wore doubt@lul of mathe most 
preposterous stories wore aflont—T would cither force 
hher off or absanden them to their fote-accompanied by 
the children, 1 wont to the quarter—the scene had 
already chenrod-lifets busy sounds hed cenged—not many 
wemen or children were to be seen, a few men idly 
Jounred on the street Calling one 1 bade him collect 
the people from their houses-I desired to speek to 
then-end roiue ta the overseer[{']s houso I awnited 
them in the hell. 


Thoy cere slowly and reluctantly—~ 1 see before me 
how those dark stolid faces in which 1 read nothinr— 
J was amonc a strane people, and was unrrepared for 
a chanre so rreat~ I looked vainly in faurmilior faces 
for the ol! expression-they listened attentively, (24] 
thore wags no response, not a sounceit was ominous in so 
excitable a people. 


While endeavorinz to disabuse their minds from false 
Lwpredsi Ons)? In advertine to the past as a criterion 
from whieh they should judse the future the sense of 
desolation, of the miserable contrast of the prosent 
with the past, overnowered me. ity voice faltered tears 
welled unbiddete1 could not be mistaken-there was 
expression now-'he who ran micht read! plessure,” iri — 
umph-a new chase of nerro, perhans human nature wag 
open to methey mistooic meo—thoucht I was making an 
apneul—sufferinsg humanity divested of power or frand- 
eur(?] speaks to them in an unlnown ton-uo-in an instant 
i crushed back tho tears—there was no trenor now in my 
voiee, and with a countenance as hard as their own, I 
continued. 'I have spoken the truth, believe it or 
mot as you will—the Yenkees you say have vold you if 
you work for me they'll kill you~-you believe them] 
exect no work but that of necessity—let the crop per- 
ish, we can live without it, but provide for your- 
selves and me you must—notatoes must be housed—meal 
fround and the stock remaining receive the necessary 
cares Sie chavte™ s yours, exercise it as you please, 
but these duties pust be perromecile irs yvou remains! 

With these wores 1 left them, Rejoicins In my morn- 
Pe CO) Mace had vin leh presence of servents drawn 
the faucets fron’ the bbls of brandy and old Bourbon 

f bad no fear of them, but the evil snirit once pos— 


iB 
i 
sessing them, there could be no appeal to Alexander 








e4struck out after "attentively": "but with evident 
mistrust, they evinesd no sympathy", 
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sober, and these was [sic] the peornle who bed lmown 

ne but as their benefactress—to whom my comin: boereto- 
fore hnd ever been a jubilee—who had flocked to the 
carriore to recoive with eagerness the smoll present 
(of] toe Lor the sake [i. e., sick] and the little 
luxuries so prized by the azed. Where were the chil- 
dren with their offerings of ergs maypops and sweet 
gum to the little onesf-receiv({ing] in return the jacket, 
say with bright braid and pilt buttons—was our rela- 
tionship so soon severed? had an antagonism already 
arisen? Tie sceptre had departed from me-none 'so poor 
to do me reverence!. I did not know that lL attached 
importance to my kincdonesnatched from nol) . tele. the 
loss of tie true hearts and faifthful subjects in whom 
I had believed. 


The next morning [October 29] all had left save one 
invalid family with its centenarian grandsire, and a 
youns man, mirror of constancy, who remained with a 
Sick wife to share her adverse fortunes. ‘ithe household 
host averse to lenvine pleasant homes on an uncerteinty 
did not leave, like Irish reteiners even [i. e., ever] 
consumers, not producers— Several, faifthful, are with 
us ["still" is struck out]— Of the field hands, after 
a short interval some returned—more perished from camp 
diseases and exposure. 


We willl not blame them too severely—their shelter- 
ing barks driven by fierce blasts from the quiet har- 
bors, end smooth waters in which they had long slunbered, 
were shattered and wrecked, leavine them exposed to the 
pitiless storm-leunched on an unknown sea—deubtful and 
apprehensive they strugmsled to gain the fair field of 
Liberty. Once reached, basking in preen pastures—rest- 
ins by still waters, on whose nargin bloom trees whose 
mellow fruits wait no matherinn-~ Labor ended—limitless 
indulgence becins—-eternal sunshine is theirs. 


3 me x X x x xX bSic¥ 


Fellow sufferers! Yo have rathered the forbidden 
Pryle from rroodom's stately treetohas®it left noi bite 
ter in its teste! ye have discovered your nudeness! 
does the clothing bestowed, satisfy and warm! Are 
there no loncing retrospective plances to the old 
state-of happy icnorence? 


I fear me much that like your protoplast ye soon 
found knowledse is not wisdom-nor freedom an ever blest 
existence. 
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in Concluding I will turn for an instant to some- 
thine Tens sad. Stteral officers on their way down 
stopne.: at the house of one of my lady friends and 
requested somethine to drink 'I bave neitber brandy 
or whiskey" -sire replied, 'but if you can drink South- 
ern Wine (blackberry cordial), I can. give it you,! 

Of course tiiey could, so t'was brought out and filling 
Glasses they requested the ladies to join them & bow- 
ing, wished them "health and happiness! ‘with a speedy 
return to your own homes eentlemen,' added my pretty 
youns friend, drainins her glass with which wish the 

otner ladies cordially united. [25] 


The Negroes who left the plantations followed the Federal 
army and flocked around its camp, creatine for Weitzel an 
inmediete and serious problem. Soon after reaching Thibo- 


daux he wrote Butler: 


What shall 1 do about the nersroes? You can form no 
idea ofthe Vicinity of my camp, nor can you form an 
idee of the appearence of my brigade as it marched 


—_—_—————— 
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tie Tye pase foolscap manuscript in ink in W. W. Purh's 


hand with emendations in pencil by Mrs. Purch. Urs. Purh'ts 
emendations have been incorporated into the text above 
except for the last parerraph, which follows the unrevised 
Version because it is more understandable than the revision. 
in a few instances words made superfluous by revision but 
net crossed out have been omitted, and words crossed out 
have been reteined because the words intended to replace 
them do not appear. ww. W. Purh was nuch too sparinre in the 
use of quotation marks and commas in direct discourse. His 
omissions of quotation marks have been supplied and a few 
misplaced quotation marks have been dropped. Otherwise the 
CGxL above is a literval reproduction of the manuscript. The 
manuscript itself is undoubtedly a copy of Mrs. Puchis first 
fee. pie date of composition cannot be determined, but it 
was plainly some little tine after the event. lirs, Pugh 
Cied September 24. 1868. 

irs. Pugh's account of her interview with the "Dutch Major" 
and the Provost Marshal paralicls closely a composition by 
her son Welman entitled "yankee Raid{:] A short account of 
the events that occurred on the plantation of Col. W. W. Pach. 
Oct 27th 1962", Welmants account is in a volume with his 
diery for October 26, 1&62-August 3, 1863. It must be nearly 
contemporary, for Welman died August 107 1863. 
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fom the bayou, Uy train wes lercrer thon any ormy train 
rere .0O0 won, Hvery soldier bad Sen aa RR UB ae hg Gage Be 9 
Ue Tints carryin® his lmansack., Plantation carts.,-. 
Pilled with negro woren and chi Iidren, with thetr effects: 
-and”of course coipellod to pillase for thotr subsistence, 
a3 I have no rations to issue them. I have a great many 
more necroés in my camp.now than I have WOLLOS f9' 9.545% 
These necroes are a nerfect nuisance. {26] 


mtieor. instructed Woltsel that the Necrocs were Pree otill, 
etic | must not encumber himself with them. “wake them 
atop at Thibodeaux, from whence ... we con transport them to 
Alriers, if necessary. If they pillace of course we cannot 
Pete It is one of the necessary evils followinr this 


the 29 
system of labor and/rebellion as far as I can see." 


On a ee 





gD 


— croted we rarton,, veneral Butler in New Orleans, 580; not 


ee 


fount In Of finial Records. Parton sives the date as October 
Pee co ehit thero is. some.reason to suppose that it may 
Rave Peen, October 28. cr. Offictal OC OMS) 6 Se Te Tey ol. 
Nee uct, 

ot gen Ye x , : ote! 
By the act of vonress, independent of the Fresident'ts 
proclemation, havins come from rebel masters jnto ovr lings 
in occupation of rebel territory since the passare of that 
Soe eeeyoare tree."  Stront, A. A. G, (Butler) to Vieitzel, 
november se 21068. iiiid.. gor, eM Cl hoe. The accor 
Gonsress referred te was the Confiscation Act of July 17, 
1862; the proclamation, Lincoln's prelininary ervnaveinpattoen 
broslamation of Septerher ve, LOB62. The erancipation Droce 
leration of pee le lb. specifically excluded from its 
Overntion certain areas, includinr the occupied parishes of 
bow e hou si ang. . Te statis of the Necrroes in this eren 
bees Decmee hirhiy anomalous. "Piney wore slnves de jure; 
Licy were freemen de fecto. The masters had piritts in law, 
acknowledeed oy the courts of the Stato, wiiich Cee oom lal 
mot execute,. The noascroes enjoyed, a frecdom. which Lhey coudd 
not justify in law excevt as a consequence of the war." 
Teg sanka manvoacrint without title or date, Liled under 
CURA LOC Sy tn Garis Papers. The WNorroes of the Lat otr= 
che district dia uot become clearly free in law until the 
Febitication of ao new satate constitution, Septesrer 5, 1h64, 


> 
a 


RB 5 ry sg 2 ¢ ‘ 
“Butler to Weitzel, October 50, @EGCS. Orticinal Records, 
at eves XV 588. 
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The preblem grow rapidly mora ocubo. On November ie 
welteod) reported that he hal around his camp tales as a 
Negroes as he had soldiers within; if this wero true, the 


Nexroe3 numbered ahout 7,000. Others were coming in from 


Brashoar City where they had been left. behind wiren the Con- 
federates evacuated. What should he do with them? "L cannat 
feed them; a3 a consequence they must feed thamselves. The 


community ... is in szreat terror, fearing trouble with the 
: 5 1) rae 
negroes, They be;; me to allow them to retain thelr arms. 


lo this Butler replied: 


OF cqurse thers will be no more diffieult subjoct 
Pore vous to cent with than’ the OP OO ely ex sies NLS O 
wo have no richt to raturn them to their masters as 
Open alibeis cur duty to “take cars of them, and that 
eaneinelude employnent. Put thes an far as ros3ible 
upon pleontationna;s use every ene ay to have the sugar 
Gee mude.anlspreaserve | for the owners that are 
Joyal, and Lor tho United States where the owners 
BROROLSUOVE Ln Se 


Peo arg Lotilas rate the people}. every aiieldyn. 
person nat be disarnads and I do not mann by loyalty 
Pueservico.” Bostdes, wolmast Deaverforce eneuch! to 
ake care of any risine of the neceroes., 1 think you 
had better 309 the most intelliront of the nerroes 
dn person, andl aanire them that all ~eoe Lawn Sn their 
Favor wi) be carried out to thom with tho same 
evfeet AP thoy rematn on the plantations end work 
as if they came toto camp, and caution them that 
pera pmisat be no vlolenea to unarmed and quiet 
perros. (30 ] 
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Noituol to Gtrone, A. A. G. (Butler), November Boleoe, 
Saeko comig , aor i Lapaz, Aves L7OU 


eee A te CO Ear Prt g Weitzel, November 2, 1862, 


Piet VO UAV. LGD R63. 
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Jn othe gana lotter, Butlep informe) Wottzel that Loutaje 
‘Pi#OnL Of “tho Misstssippl would be constituted a mMiLL ta pry 
clatrich under Weitzeltg command, "to be called the District 

ofthe Teche", This news-in conjunction with his Negro 
troubles provoked an outburst from Weitzel] wat must have 
COMe Meaakr rupturins his cordial relations with Butler, Tho 
now VTistrtet should be called the District of Lufourche, not 
the District of the Teche, for "we have not yet secured a 
Foot of ground on the Teche". He must decline the new com- 
mand because.it would place him over Negro troops. What he 
had stated to Butler while on his staff 
1 ses now before my eyes. Since the arrival of the 
Monro prerinents symptoms of Servils insurrection are 
becoming apparent, J could not, without breaking my 
brigade all up, put a force in vorverirt, ol this adis= 
trict to keop down such an insurrection. I cannot 
assume the command of such a force, and thus be 
responsible for its conduct. I have no confidence in 
the ortanization, Its moral offect in Thivi's community, 
witeb {8 stripped of nearly all its able-hodied men 
and will be Stripped of a creat many of its arms, is 
torrible., Women and children, and even men, are in 
Lamon shirts heart-rending, and I cannot make myself 
POapome thie? fort of whem T beg you therefore to keep 
the necro brivradea directly under your own command or 
Place same one over both mine and it. 
Ietor the same day Weltzel reported "stLll further confirma- 
Poeotei a feard re ln tivo to servile insurrection", paviq 
Puch..4 his overseor, and another gentleman had been assaulted 
by the Nosroes on Push's plantation, (Above, PP. cOO-202, ) 


An outbreak had also decurred on William J. Minorts South- 


down Plantation near Houma, “and the entire commun). ty 
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therexbout are in hourly expectation and terror of a reneral 
rising wot 

Butler gave in to Weitzel in the matter of naming the 
new district. It became the District of Leafourchs, and with 
sone variations in boundaries remained so throughout the 
war,°8 But he was adamant about the Negro troops, entering 
upon a long arzsument intended for eyes more important than 
Weitzel's. ‘lhe presence of United States troops, and not 
the Negro regiments as such, evoked symptoms of insurrection. 
Was "prospective servile insurrection" more heart-rending 
than the fate that had befallen the seven men from the Eighth 
Vermont? . (Above, pp. 181-182.) Weitzel could not halt oper- 
ations in the field to save rebels or their families from 
terror. 

Consider this case: General Bragg is: at liberty to 

ravarce the bomes of our brethren of Kentucky because 

the Union army ... is protecting his wife and hts hane 

acainst his nerroes. Without that protection he 

would have to come back to tale care of... {them]. 


it is understood that Mrs. Bragg is one of those 
terrified women of whom you speak... [33] 





_———- 





Ih k tzal to Strong, A. A. G. (Butler), November D4 1062 
Pee Oereporve) 13 0., ser. Iv Vili AViotilete, ie. 

““Gonorel Orders No. 91, November 9, 1862, dead. cere 1, 
Vol. AV, 595, provided that. the District should comprise all 
occupled territory west of the River except that in the por- 
ishes of Jofferson and Plaquemine. 





Oe rong . A. A. G. (Dutlor), to Weitzel, November Gyeuee 
Abid., ser. I, vol. XV, 164-66. The above summary does not 


traverse the whole of Butler's argument. 
Brexton Rrage's Greenwood Plantation was on the right (east) 
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Tho preblam of civilian administration, including the 
to problem, was Paleo out of Weitzel's hands by a sweep- 
{ns general order issued November 0, 43 8Ga > The first.sec-- 
tion of the order provided that fall property within"the Dis- 


trict of La Fourche be ... sequestered, and all sales and 


rt 


C 


C4 


Crensfers thereof are forbidden and will be held invalid," 


CA 
QO 


three officers were designated a sequestration commission. 





en ee ne eee. 


bante of Beyou Lafourche ebout three miles above Thibodaux 
and in the vicinity of R, L. Pugh's Dixie, Purch & Dardents 
inary, and Dr. Joseph H. Fuch & Co.'s Waverly, 


ph , ‘ A 2 ys 
“General Orders to, eer, sor, 1 vol, 2Y, 502-04 - 


eee 


? 
extended by General Uirlers Ho. 101, November veh Luh Qa) Haid. ., 


GOL, co enbrnca all of Lovisiana east of the Mississiprd 
except the parishes of Plaquemine, St. Dennord,.andwOndieans., 
Porton explains the origin of General Orders HO, Ol ag 
follows; "By tha conquest of Lefourche, an inmense amount of 
Pe ty eiinble to confiscation fell into the hands of the 
conmandine general. Tho people who remained on the planta- 
tions, malo haste to endeavor to save their property by nial 
ine fictitious transfers. Some of the offScers of the Jnvad- 
ins force, findins larire quantities of sugar lyin: about 
loose, which the owners were guly too glad to sell at any 
Price, caught* the fever of speculation, and bourht surar to 
the extent of their means. General Butler visited the prin- 
Capaldi camp of occupation eabegi et Thibodaux], and soon learned 
what was noins on. Feelin= that the whole army was in daurer 
of demoralization 1f this speculation -in susar, and jn commod- 
ities more portuble, wus allowed to continuc, he determined 
bOvapply 2 swoapinke romely. He devised a scheme woich not 
only etopred this irrerular speculation, but poured the 
whole of the proceeis of the forfeited property into the 
purtic treasury." Goveral Butler in New Orleans, 581. 


Another section declured void sales made with"intent to 
daprive the Government of its rightsof confiscation" and all 
Sales made since Septomber 18, 1862, by persons who were not 
Joyal citizens ner foreign neutrals, 

eT Tnie Of them, «Captain. Ty « Ke Fuller, appears to have been 
Mes. dosepbine Nleholls Fugh's friend, the “provost marshall 
Of the whole Brigade", 
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The conmission was "to take possession of the proporty in 
sald district, to make an accurate inventory", oc to deliver 
over to the army all personal property required for military 
use. The commission should then "collect together oll the 
other personal property and bring the same to New Orleans 

and cause it to be sold at public auction to ene st 
bidders", The net proceeds of the sales were to be held sub- 
ject "to the just claims of loyal citizens and ... neutral 
foreigners", These directives promised to sween every vas- 
tise of moveable property out of the Lafourche Gd strict, But 
the next section of the order introduced a drastic modifica- 
tion. "Every loyal citizen or neutral foreigner who shall 
be found in actual possession and ownership of any property" 
not acquired since September 18, 1862, might retain his 
property "without sale eau establishing his condition to 
the Judgment of the commission."°! 

Butler was anxious to revive plantation operations as 
the only means of providir« for the throngs of unemployed 
fesroes and savins the unharvested crops. ‘the commissioners 
received sweeping powers Cesigned to achieve these endg. 

VL. The commission is authorized to employ in 
woriime: the plantation of any person who has remained 


quietly atghone, whether he be loyal or disloyal, the 
nerrvoes mhopeay mem oOUN@ eb esa CUlatri ceo. 


iss 
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STi he order eelually says that he “may have his property 
veturned or delivered to him", But it is plain that in most 
lnatences there was no actual physical removal and return of' 
such property. 
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VILL. The ceoumicsioners ara autherised to work for 
the oceount of Lhe United Stdes such plantations ca 
ave desorted by theitr-ownersg or are held by disloyal. 
OVNErsA, Asmay seam to them expedient ... for saving 
CRO COPS . 


dA. Any persons who have not been actually in 
Grms coagnet the United States since the occupation 
wf Haw YUrleuns ... end who shall remain reucesbly 
meen there plontatlons 105 and who shall: returm to 
thelr allesiance ... may be empowered by the commis 
e1eh to work their own plantations, to watco idee Wb 
Paecropeiand to retain possession. OF thelr own prop- 
erty. A~ And to all such persons the commission are 
authorized to furnish means’ of transportation for 
thelr crops and supplies at just and equitable prices, [38] 


The last section of the order showed plainly enough that threat 
of confiscation was intended to compel return to "loyolty" 


The commission was empewsred to determine all questions of 
and 
loyelty/of neutrality and to recommend annesty and pardon 


to the end that sll persons who are loyal may suffer 
Se ee Lilia as nooulble® and’ithatiall’ persons 

Who bave beon Rianne dite disloyal may have the oppor- 
fuyity now to prove their loya ity and Cotraazrneto 
tied: allegiance an’ suave their property from confis- 
cation, if cuch be the determination of the Government 
of the Unitied States. 


ee ee eee 


waauyar wordt; of these socticns left cartaim nice anbicus 
Uhm. A Us oval porson inigphtbo-allowod to) Worle His on 
Meta nc work “tel or dis oub accounts omifio}e the 
“account of Che United Stotest And wheat was the ‘status. cf per- 
cope who had been yerbern of Phe an Tere SY nea eGreviiie 
PeteGceuw mere uon or tlew Orleans, Deer Lae tao (could 

iin their property if they coula convince the commiscion 
Ceuta pores terror elf 15. Lie Unite States. Mitek fa cine 
ri litia service reenk bolre "octually infemstapadhiat thie 
Ue roto tog”) tacn William W. Pugh and franklin Pugh ‘end 
Boge) & Seo at bie  OCrar “planters ss natmeiise Cel clowere 
Bete those whom the comission had authority to empower 
to use thely property upon thelr own accounts. Such arbigu- 
itien, plus the commission's discretionary power: to determine 
loguidie. weant duye of decpest anxiety for avery owner of 
property 11) the Lafourche district. 


plonte Bion 
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The sequestration commission left bebind no satisfacory 
record of rag: work, or at least none that found sta a into 
pant. Ac andy to Baeien s apologist, James Parton, the 
commission labored in this fashion; 


for six weoks the commissioners wera amployed in 
mo yAnee Laie contiecation act to the proror ty aie 
Ee chy in esteblishing the loase necrooes upon the 
ane eee ie Weve We a 14 9 CA lanl Bg rentorine to Union mon their 
temporarily sequestered estates. 


The chief labor of the conmission dovolved upon 
[tieuterant] Colones (1. B,J Kinsman... When the 
poople cume crowding about him professins loyalty to 
the pen he reminded then that he bad had the plesas- 
uso of visitine: Lafourche in the month of May, when 
he had Leh informed that the inhabitents of Lafourche 
were united as one man against the United Strtes. [29] 
fie pave them te understand Gintte* tive” tine oft hevoath 
oL allepsianee, at tlhe last moment, by man who had given 
Meuiroucmin pProoim of their complicity with treason, was 
Poteanour nto securo their property from confincation. 
the strict observance of this rule added, in the course 
of time, about a million dollars to the revcnue of the 
United States, and deprived a lerre number of rebels 
of the means of doing harm. Colonel Kinsman had a most 
difficult duty to perform....° Some of the military 
Speculators in sugar grumbled at the rigor of decisions 
which deprived them of anticipated gain, [40] and all 
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“YT berten, pp. 061-65, ascribes to Kinsman’ the firgt forey 
aot the hae Powivond. if Kinsman's foray preceded 
Mciifllants trip to Brashear City (above, p. 137) it must have 
token pleee between May 1 and 5, 1862. Kinsman went as fer 
an the court-houso in the “city of Lafourche" (presumably 
Pores). 


cy 

in Bubler Correspondones, Se sd eee i396 letter of Doc- 
anveneo ~Loge, fromas a1 officer oh ink Siete City inform- 
ima, Butler thatehef are whe Heurgs,oL Ucnersl Orders Wo. Ol foe 
bouguhecob bales cf cotton Lom aman resicines outside the 
PevevaLleli nos ,wiaowuad. taken the oath’ of o1llertance. The off - 


:] 
cer dag written the aeguestration commission end has appecinted 
the Gennral's brother, Col. A. J. Butler, his egoents+ "I bought 
the cotton in gocd folth: end this is the first time.L have 
ever hed Gn epporvtuntty of meking anything outside of my pay, 
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the victims of the confiscation act abhorred the offi- 
cor who executed it. But the friends of the Union 
observed with admiration his tact and patience in 
fuvestisating, and the impartial justice of his 
awards s**. Pir ans ve = ee & 


Cia cnt aeO neers O70 TC LOLS. 8 Se 0S erete bel o %)6 'e ore 


Evory secessionist in Louisiana will tell you to-day, 
that this pure and faithful officer retired from Lafour- 
che a millionaire. They will also assure you that the 
rest of the proceeds of the confiscated property were 
divided between General Butler and his brother. They 
really believe that the General sent at least two mil- 
lions away for investment during the eisht nonths of 
his administration. [41] 

The commission was not as rigorous in judsin loyalty as 
the zealous Parton thought it was. The situation was too 
nurky to permit confident generalization about its policy, 
but there were strong hints that those who took the oath of 
allesiance even under the most obvious duress escaped confis- 
cation. How else could one account for the fact that W. H. 
Push & Co. did not suffer confiscation? It was true that 
Franklin Pugh, managing partner, took the oath of allegiance. 
But how great proof of loyalty was that when set against the 
fect that the other two partners were in the Confederate 


Army? The commission could find easy pickings on abandoned 


estetes and on the estates of those with special black marks 





ne a 


and Af “vou ean consistently let me have it I would be greatly. 
Obl REA "to wou eT re obligation would indeed have been con- 
siderable, for 265 bales of cotton were then worth in New 
Orleans about $60,000, Unfortunately, the action taken in 
thin case is not known. ; 


l : 

General Butler in New Orleans, 583-84. Farton's informe- 
tion was doubtless derived from Butler or from Kinsman or 
POM (OO tit. 







coh-o8 woy Ifed [ftw aneteluold ak seipote 
~1 motl bettie teskTto lait te¥ ro 

aid voy orvens ost Iftw ved? .ovtsao: 
viieqet 2329 reed: edt lo ebeosorq onf, 
“era 18 19398 Ianenet meonied te 
| aoe fo19neo orld judd evetiead 3 
edi wb JInomdeevol 102 yows eaoke 

({[)] .solfatistaiahe eid 7 


wt Brew fore i rinnon eit 


ines af? 


=2P i, <= 


ecainst their names. Most of the confiscations were probsbly 
in that easy field. ‘the total official confiscation of rec- 
ord in the New Orleans press amounted to 5,500 hogsheada of 
sugar, 2,600 barrels of molasses, 682 to 2,020 bales of cot- 


ton, 176 cattle, and 275 horses and mules, worth altorcether 


” 


at New Orleans market prices some $735,000 to $1,050,000. 

the commission obvjously save loving attention only to suzar, 
molasses, and gas eine The amount gleaned, while not tri- 
fling, might reasonably be called small, considering that the 
area subject to search included not only the parishes of 
Assumption, Lafourche and Terrebonne but also all the occu- 


pied portions Of five River parishes. ** How nuch more the 


ee ee ae + ee 


““vhese data are from the rerular "Commercial" reports and 
tie alvertisements for sales at auction by the Sequestration 
ea in Duily Ficayune, November 25-December 18, 1862, 
Pigs. saccoriinmeloaPerton, p. 584 “Every dollar's worth 
of Saher cated property was sold at New Orleans at public 
auction, of which previous notice was publicly given." ‘he 
quontity of cotton Is most uncertain because two advertise- 
ments for sales of 600 bales on November 28 msay cover the 
sane GOO bales, while another lot advertised to be sold Dec- 
ember 17 ig given in one place as 82 bales and in another as 
B20 Dales, it isvon es whole probable that the total amount 
offercd was ionly; GGehbalea. 


> ee 


Std. . e 2 
lwmerous advertisements of sales of houschold foods, live 
stock, etc., by order of the Provost Marshal General are in 
Picayune with the adlvortisements of sales by order of the com- 


riacion, it 1s reasonably certain, however, that the Provost 
Morshal General had hia own sources of supply in the City and 
the nsrishes outside the jurisdiction of the comritssion. 

44 


28 suvtar crop of the Lafourche district parishes alone 
had averaged 53,000 horsheads annually 1844-1861, and the 
Crop or LOST 62" some of which was still on hand. to be con- 
fiscated, had been 96,386 hogsheads. 
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commission plauned to take was beyond knowing, for its con- 
fiscatlons were cut nore in mid-career. butler — suc- 
cecded in command of the Department of the Gulf December 16, 
1862, by Major-General Nathaniel P. Banks, and Banks pranptly 
issued an order suspending all "sales of property on account 


45 
of the United States", The work of the Sequestration Com- 


6 
mission as a confiscatory body was at an ene 


The honesty of the Sequestration Commission, like the 


honesty of General Butler, became a subject upon which most 


“General Orders Hos. 109 and 111, December 16 and 7s. 1862, 
eee ol Records ,- sor, 1, vol. XV, 611: edly Picayune, "Dec- 
erene 16 oe.” TOs" 109 suspended all "public "sales"; fo, Lil 
suspended all "sales", These orders stopped the sale of 800 
hozsbeads of surar, 600 barrels of molasses, and 82 or 820 
paige Of cotton advertised for auction on Deember ie nothing 
has been found to show how much the commission ma iy have had 
collected but not yet advortised when the seles were stopped. 


rales 

Recnrcs S 8. Denison to 5S. P. Chase, Decenber 23, 1862: "The 
mnilitary_conmmission ... has ceased its operations—not to recom- 
mence them, 1 hope." Diary and Correspondence of S. P. Chase 
O41. 

Banks inatructed CO ee Ge Dock ich. March 31,, 1865) that 
the United States Provisional Court for the State of Louisiam 
was the proper tribunal to decide upon the proper disposition 
of real aud personal property in the hends of the commission. 
Pending decision by the court, claimants mirht be rranted the 
use olf vonl estnte and such personal property os was neces- 
Sory for workite the estate, bit personal property like sucar, 
Mo aoeneg nd colton mirint not be otis provislonally surren- 
Cererd vecaunse it misht be alienated by the claimant in spite 
(oe eu Gls Ot the United "States. DI gl 1 acor Ss... ser. 
ee Olas AM, wOOY OR. 

‘The Previsional Court 2 Be dealt with at some lencrth by 
Charles A. Fosbody, “linited States Provisional Court for the 
State of; Loulsiona.. 1262 -1865", “merican Historicnl Associa- 
tion, Annual Roepert, 1892 (\inahington, 1893), 197-210, and in 

American Annnal Cyclopaodia and Reristor of oc al Iivents 
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pia rag stron: convictions while the cautious could. only 
ae The most doarninne evidence asainst the commission 
come from deorre S$. Donison, who called it a "dishonest 
plundertne concern" that "did an immense amount of mischicf 
anes mavico ent ons word carried weirht. He was a 
Vortherna man and an unitpeachable Unionist Afueded Go lavor 
rondorineg treason odious. In general he warmly approved of 
Mutler. And as a United States Treasury arent he stood a 
very fair chance of knowine whereof he spoke. 

The sequestration Commission in its official operations 
hal not drained the Lafourche district on a lavish scale. 
sub tiiat did not mean that the regicn escaped with little 


° 


o-oo. 1or. the officia 1l operations of the comission did 


48 


not stend alone. It was possible, as many thousht, that 


much taken in the name of the United States was not taken 





—— 


4 7 Lick Lacs c 
pory 80c Correspondence of S. P. Ghase, 546, 549. 
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the quartermaster corps and cavalry officers ivprocced 
“hat they wanted, of course. It does not appear. however, 


tent tiere wis much impressment of supplies in Assumntion 
Padjheibis Wetts se had collected a large mimber of horses «and 
eg) loge ny Mesyre yp Le Lage. oft {cj al Recuyt cee Aer. AP: Weal 3 


a Fae Se 7} 


AV, 140.) Leter therourch and re peated seurehes were mate for 
eee. oo ihe enisiant annoyance. of pilsnriera, birt hie min 


Per Pe, torr ieoreho aoimiela seeunediwas small:,.,0%,60, horses 
Beet inte Che C¥iy in Jaunary or Pepruary, 1660, only © were 
feand serviegable, | A cavalry.officer cxplained that the 


mecuricd reslon "is unt a stock-raisine country. On the 
Peyvee plentatiors miles mre exclusively used for farmine, end 
ro chawt toe pertany of Vorre Bonne and’ others the poor non 
stoavenolifing poorbtation have only Texan and exican miustensr 
Persea we 1 oy rae Norvac ail thenhborses used by the 

‘so ond overseers for their personal convenience would 
ei giyabine gagnbecut Vie “only animals fit Cor military vur- 
Paes, Net most of this clans were driven off by the rebels... 
toi eee ne Va AN, TLOG+04-. 
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PP eormerourieel tro United Gtates... An} rich was taken 
AMD wee Sense, of official senction, Nesroos curried orf 
curls, nulesa, and sundry articles when they left the pl: nta- 
Prone, Unauthorized Pillesing by Negroes and soldters was 
widespreed and highly dertructive. A novelist who had been 
a Federal army of ficor in Louisiana in 1862 wrote in 1065 3 
opaca rails us to tell. of the Bachint of this land 


OF rich plantattons; how the inhabLtants, by flytne 
befeve the northern Vandals, inlveol the sual ation 


oF their own rronertys how the nerroes aerite’ and *phin- 
dered the forsaten houses, ond how the soldiers thereby 
jusbifiod OD aa du plundering the necroes; how the 
furnil ture, nlatle and Ilbraries of the Lafourche planters 
Meo Lise senttere3 upon the winds of destruction. [49] 


invasion was one o apericnce From which the little people 
stood to suffer less than their woll-to-do neifhbors.""Oniyta 
fraction of them lived on the Bayou banks from Denaldsonville 
to Thibodaux in the direct path of the Federal army. Non- 
Slavehnolders had no Nerroes. to lose, and small slaveholders 
in interior settlements or along bayous below the main invasion 
route had sone chanco to keep thoir Necroes or at laast to 
prevent the Uecroests sweeping away stock, carts, and other 
Property yy de smakl proprietor could alan exuect ralatively 
lontent treatment fror the conquerors, for it was an article 
PIPL Beone the Foderdy authorities Quinbibed fron longs 
year? Of Sbolitionisht proparanda’l that woealboy planters wero 


Sava 7o slaveirivers andl -inenrable rebela, while their amaller 


Vs) ’ > ? Y % 
Set Ore yt wT aK tavenal's Converrion from Seces Sion 
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nelieMbors, touched with the salt of the cart, wore note. 
tial unlonists who needed only freedom from plenter dorina- 
tion to walk in the ways of righteousness. Whatever their 
edventartes, liowever, the small folk could not hore to eseane 
surrering. Hirh water and conscription had already produced 
wittiespread privation. (Above, pp. 176-177.) The Dlanterts 
standard of livin-e was suffictently birch that he could suffer 
imaonse loss without havine to face the question of where 
His next meal was can oo arom, But for wany poorer people a 
blow peralyzins the economic System rendered the very means 
or iife precarious. Two examples found in a letter from the 
provost marshal at Yhihodaux to Butler illustrated how the 
pour Wore pinched: 
sencral: 1 an informed that m any of tiie poorer clas 

dn this dtatrict depend upon their shot«uns for sup; ont 

Turin: the wither season, bey S00 tb ai lil ducks, foase, 

ote. Lor market, Shall I disarm everybody)” of frant 

berg sston to cortaln persons to keen their arnst—~those 

Who take the Onih of allesiance? 

Shin-plesters current when we took possesston are 
Bom Teitscl’ to the @latress of the poorer classcos - 
Wont shall be dene, if anythine, in reference to this 


matter? Grocers refuse eve ry thine except specte and 
cuprent New Orlexns money—whole bills. [50] 


Pet. Cok, ale to DUtLer, Wovoubor, 12. 1959" Butlor 
Cre ET ass Dawa cLewy cy ew Eh pein. 
Rei eters elie fie <8 rom poor acriculturists one Federal 
O Vicor al hengsbh) onverploal din exchange “in order not to lewe 
Peter wa Slate persed cv im line tie 2617." Et Le ial KHeco vil se 
Cae asl iie:, N14 al Ca a es a 
eed: tiie wan an Important occupation in the lower 
id bee) thie Laat mulled: tocHew OUrlosnd 62% tie Noada 


4 j mate NETS ae rine Great Wostern uy nidpandt cc ae to 
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Fant Gaia: — lie 
sion struck ‘in an carly stage of what should 
lavps=% 
nen the ey aire senson of Ibe, “Heae) yea Lberrinedins 
Pomp “AE nig mitre) 

oe BAP TOM ennged forthwith.” “How far Lt was resured, and 
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bow pe. Gr tire crop was saved, were questions BOONES EEE e 
only from hazy ovidence not all pointing neatly in the 
Pome wlrect ian. : 

Butler warted the plantations worked elther by their 
Gwners or "for xecount of the United staves 2° Under a 
roemerancum of contract stipulated by him able-bodied male 
Pees ie should receive $10 per month, of which $3 mirht be 
"exponded for necessary clothing": women, and chiléren ared 
eleven to fifteen years, were to roceive lesser’ sums... Erplo;- 
ers were Lo provida food and medical cere, and support for 
the non-Jsborimny; dependents of their laborers. Any necessary 
punishnent—"preferably imprisonment in darknoss on bread and 
watep"should be inflicted only upon order of the provost 
ied. The money wace was mich more than planters could 
Sooeort he Pes for year Yround operations during wartime; 
POPP ina? peigy to, save “crops standing in the field. 

Rerumelien of work upon Butler's ‘or any other terms 


Pencrien Wiese tie Neeroes, ' AC tHe Tie lehteosfl the Nesro, exedus 


We mora why hago omled pho General Orders No. O91, November 9, 
Peewee cla iecorlia, ser. 1, vol. XV 594-05. 
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few if any larye Bayou plantations hed 4 wOriin= Loree. Phe 
tiste scon turned, but the backward flow of kOcroes was Diehaly 
erratic. On nergy and Waverly Nerroes were bac}: at worl 
within a wock after invesion (above, p. 200); whether thoy 
accomplished much after the Energy revolt mircht be doubtcd, 
ALT except eight of the Hercroes Delonnine to RR. C. Hartints 
Albemarle had returned by November 19; but work was no doubt 
Slieht, for Generel Martin himself Peel Wovens: Pend oid 
not come back until carly January, 1665.7 On New Hope the 


hesroes eurned pebo4 54: the Small sum pointed to small] worl 


e2 
: Xs a < at Raiden’ . : 
done. Wiliam W. Purch spoke of the season as one of "halt 


a 2 e 4 
work and no means of directing how it shall be cone.” According 


WOOK. OC. martin, of eRuchard .L. Pugh had reports that on 
his mothor's iadewood were "still two Hundred Nesroes ... who 


were at work." But about the Bayou rene relly Richerd heard 
, fest 
fea ce the nefroes are dying very(?7] HECISAK and thet many are 


returning hone for Something, to eat their owners are oblired 
5 mms 
to send then off as they have nothing."“ Aucustin, Whitmell, 


Miecetarbiae Jr... near Vicksburg to Re C. Mariin. Alexan- 
ee Vocopier 19, 1e62s. 7. 1s Puch, diary, Jlovember HOP LGGS - 
J 


Pe a Oa ee LOGS. 
ene : : a = ; 
Mee T ht’ Gf eomtiary ot COS, for $28. day tobe bales to) athe 
figevoes on the Hew Hope Vlantation. for labor performed by them 


— a 
ome Cain Sate tis! Ahadont Oe i oie may lave been 
eerned before Qetoneap he. a OOS. bint more probably Lt represents 


We Piya Vavdlap Pubtley! Larus . 


Pratt of a letter ‘to Gapt. ¢G, W. Rudyard. Provast marshal 
Of AsSUEPtion Loriah. Undated (about June-Aucust, TEGS }. 


Pee ere! Jr, near Vic Cksburcea to wife. January 18; 1863. 
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ry. cy ane stl Geatner had no appreciable labor forecs for 
fo ere etter the Invasion.  Thoir condition, rather than 
thet of lindewood, was probably typica1.” 

Hervocs wore, of course, only one eloment in the problem, 
Mules were Just as necessary as Nesroes. Few 4f any of the 
iuecu plantations had a workine complement of muleg and carts 
efter the Necro exouus, and more nules were talen by the Ied- 
ornl authorities in November and December. 

AS ossential as Nesroes and mules was willineness on the 
part of owners to try to do Sonethins with the mess that con- 
fronted them. such Willinctness was notably lackine while 
butler was at the helm. Butler wrote Lincoln, November 28, 
1062, that many Louisiana Planters "have agreed together not 
to make any provision this autumn [sic] for another crop of 
r 
eerar noxt season", ! He interpreted this as a conspiracy to 
throw so many Nersroes on Governrent support that the Govern- 


ment would have to come to terms with the Planters. As far 


S Lafourche planters were concerned Butler need not have 


> 


3) 


wlauced a theory of conspiracy. They did not see how they 


Ory oe eee Get Pomel al erfoniicta baty wRea to ) 
ee rer ern Lo rehiiri to tle plantatilons Ln larce HUmDers , 
ee Nr tier Chace sit refurned durine Hovember and Decomber, 
i oe as: Bh Aten Le con BeCoud sor wd -thie. writes so} Limeir 
eae ent Gf 44414 ery Manto 6 ea ol) sn AT PU ceria ly 
Ree LS CS at fer k tie retrieve HTecrocs before Jonuary, 165, 
mie re Merry! OPP IE Ty Pi fig ANG NS ic gi iia 24 0 Ua te co ia wottmoll, Miri 
Fea firl Boutner were soattered indies tod Lat tlio mi14 Lary 
OTR. Ler rh Va we Pon ies be Jty peturnines jerroen to their 
Meee vesetopn Livy An supplying labor to plantations being 
BOP Oy ay ery ow Rt acmoi G. 
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menticeh labauentens crop of 1ose PeLTes in wre 1 vats. . 
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ha atatn of mind of Bayou ©, Darin: In Hovenheor and Doc- 
maber, Leon, na reflactod in the Bary Oly ramcl in Fue. wad 
mye of numh dospatr over losses Diag RAE ta Rete ond beln- 
Pose Arend oF mare cs coma. The end of alavery had swenk 
Oyay halt of over; plenter's fortune—the Pacha atene lest, 
RAUL over Fy (999,000, Confise ration micht take the Pan. 
tlamEations Wwe pe paralysed. aie congue @ of Ha oen waa nat 
on the whole alarming, yet an occasional aminonga ineideant, 
nourished the pnawine feer of servile Snaurrection. To pat, 
the world back in worltine order, even if the Federnl author. 
itfes proved willing, seemed an utterly hopelensa taal, ore 
mae some effort to protect what he had left and to rpeenver 
what the Nemroes had talcen away. But the dominant toma. rns 
passive misery, November 20; "Tires are very ploomy, end 
Lye Maps proniaes ta ba worse", November 23: "Shey Jinve 
no aepysces now in the Protestant Ghurch at Napoleonville," 


"Wy 


Havenber ; Ay aL home now ali the*time, havin veri 


Poe or Nolin bo docbut to'think ‘over the past, “and 


“--- <0 eae ome ee ee ewes 


ai, "Mattera Jn the interior Daily Plernyune, Decambar 4, 
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sreculate on the future" Novenber eB: "y estoy at hone now 
SLL ule Lime, oxpectiney every day to have a visit fron Lhe 
Yankees—" December 6; "Went to Napoleonville this mornin: to 
attend a meeting, which sent a committee of relief to Gon Vute 


rE 
ler". Decewber 19: William W. Pugh "enlled today lie be-ins 
te realize his rosition, and ig very gloomy". Decenber £0; 
"at a misershle time we are having here ss this bayou 
Heistence is harcly tolerable". Christmas received no men- 
tion from Prantdin fugh. Young Welmen F. Puch wrote in his 
Ciarys "Chrigtinas. Clesr, I received no presents," 

One painful decision every man had been forced to make 
errlyvin this "wicsernhle time", Would he swallow pride and 
conviction and take the oath of allerclance to the United 
States? To take the oath was to be humiliated and forsworn. 
But the compulsions to take the oath wore OVerrhermint. it. C, 
Hartin, who did not take the oath, but was present whon others 
id, oxplained and defended their action to the Confederate 
readers of the Louissana Democrat (Alexandria). Weitzel 
ordered the people to deliver up"their arms, or to take the 
oath ... and this erder was shortly followed by one of But- 
der's that no provision or merchandize should be sent cut of 
tie city to tie country but by and in the names of those who 
hat takeo the eat) of alleriance," Provisions in the coun- 


try had been in™-reat messure exhausted bY Aro orces Ain 


bo cumiver and fall of 1862, and the littlo that remained 
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were taken by the onemy." No white person could travel about 


@) 


sé 


unless he had taken the oath and Procure a’ Federnl pass, 
Tegvoes, "demoralized by the Yankees," moved throush "the 
country committing outrages, unnecessary to name". Evewvy 


plantation Nerro was " 


a spy upon his master and fambLly." 
The choice confronting the people of lower Louistann 


wan nok a "doluston" as is imarined—1t wos a sad 


reaiity. It was not to save property that they wore 
Had Lol take ‘the oath, for the property as fer as 
could be done had been taken by tho enemy. Men-as 


trun to the South as to be found anywhere who had 

riven of their substance to our cause; who had geivan 

Lieiv sons to our armless whose every ica eaet I's 

Luo LG Our Chis , thus at the mersy of our enemy 

te beon compelled to humiltate themselves by tak-~ 
me this onth, thot they might retain thelr arms to 

i fand, and i procure the food and clothing neces- 
Sarpy tor their wives and children. 


roe eee Ee Ee. -8) C6 (616 (e618 614: 66 0 6 66 6 6 © 6 © ¢ 6 ¢ 


The people of New Orleans and surrounding coun-~ 
Ley oors 28 loyal to the South as anywhere, They 
are mortified and humiliated in takine the onth, 
and bear in thelr hearts unextinguishuble hatred 
toward thelr oppressors. [10] 


ee 


9 

“On Devomher A, le62, the Pravost Marshal General of Louts- 
jena, under JnetmiectLons from Butler, ordered thot “all per- 
dons sprivine In New Orleans, from any place whatsoever," bea 
required to take the onth, Daily WEES of December 19, 
Peak. 

The aystom of passes waa oatablishel within a few dnys 
after the Invasion ond maintetaed down to the and of the war, 
A inrce mimbor of passes to A. Franklin Push, baginnS yy with 
Pro Of ahoyomborm 6. Lak ore among his papars, The passes 
contatned an staundari parole clause. For the wording, see 
ieee, a Ty A 
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HTn containing a conmunication, signed "mM", 
[he Jenisiana Democrat, in W. W. Pugh 

bor was R. CG. Martin. ‘The cutting is 

probably fram tha nes of Decenbar 30,1563. 
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ihe poople of lower Lewisiana had Wot erieraliv Loeb thet'p 
AlY,oand the sequestrution order was a ton obvious and too 
Formitnble cliab not to wleld influence. ‘Martin was PL, 
however) about theo motives that moved Pe Leu ia ne ies 
perbicnlar frients, Williom W. Push and Frankdin PUR Oe OU 


Looks Lue oath of olleciance November GO, 1662, thie day berore 


s 


the issue of the sequestration order. Martin, who save his 
perole as ec prisoner. of war at the sane Tames “SHAG GOL AL L= 
liam W. Push told Weitsel that he took the oath "that he 


micht retain his arms to defend his femily."2! wy, qw. Fu:th, 


¢ 


le 
dre, refused to take the oath. But this action wua hichly 
excaptional. Word reached the Martin 0Gys WIN Vicksoure’ by 
vVovermber 16 that "almost every one" on Lafourche had talon 


—_—. 


te ee ee Sot Taxis bo iW, J. MeCulloh, Doc- 
Pete se Loo, pPinted in*’ the Send ile cly News. (Shreveport), 
December 8, 1062, and the Louisi: apna : Demverat (Alexand riz ), 
Deeeneer 2o, 1o6S-outtines in WV. Wee. Puen, mene scar Ui. Lonte 
POU LOW. YW. Pusch Mov ember ot) 1562 upon teking the oath; 
ee ee. Cary Noverber O° 1662. 

Pee ey ovenner 1s, 1e6e, for W. W. Puvh to retain hie 
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eee ieee) Papers. Like marnits Cor A. FF, Puri, 


Pea eoveamiaer 17 Tag “(to retasu pistol) .and. January <28, 
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Peo VES Mart ang to rotain. Ria Mun Wht 2 lbs. wolipowler sod 
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Pee reo Ciro? fe? N20 is ee that he hind OGL, 2 aniatal 
Pe tee a ni owl...” jhe shotcun he used daily. 


Go Whit Bertin ieard ; end fhe report is confirmed by the 
peoy wont Wow. Ik. . wan later considera! elicible for the 
COO Cerri ts hhartin, Canp near Vincicbupe s took» ¢, 
eaOw ty Seaver 1G)! LiGe. pm Wicholls, Shreveport, to 
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me not tale. the oath", 
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kent the sot Ad over Bayou anaes 


Ea Bernas Usa oath did not free men from the feoling that 
apiteir situation wes hopeless, It did. however, enable them 
eee efforts to stem the tide of ae the most strik- 
ine thins abont these efforts was the dominant role aes oy 
the womenfolk. Women came to the foie partly because many 
riantations were in thetr charge, partly becevse they could 
confront Potoral. officers with impunity, portly becauue thoy 
could plosed with less humiliation and more cherm than «cy 


cold, but chiefly hecause men reacted to the catastrophe 


with black apathy while women met it with hot persone] intic- 
netion. 

Pranklin Purh and his wife, Ellen M. Bontnar, went to 
Donaldsonville on November 10 to try to eet carts and mules 


belonging to the Boatner rlantation. They obtatned an order 
La ’ e 


CT et ee ee eee end 


ee 
Oe. Weer ere, Cee MenreVickspure, bad. GC. Nartin, Hov- 
Pee eter it 1,1. eiurtin., Jr... near Vieece Dir CoO 
er ee er ee ee. wee! . sei baeletoottroncslyAusAs G. 


Cueto S novemter 124 1age ogre Loe Ketone. woarand. ped. 


Ae a eo hehe: Lo Lincoln, November ©3, 1eeg, Butler 
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ee eee een ouebig ony he took tho oath (November 
eases ooh eta Pra EHS Vrigsetie Breve t,woargiad forbid- 
Siu any en he heel taic Loninborolia premjiaoge wlinout writen 
ra ty Peg WEY fe 7S eGo wm ts aprinied Worwrith. tie date, Fochts 

; ; oS iePer ol Dhotmyporagte ate kK, Ful lor, "pr 
CA A Bs eae Piwely ordona wanes probahly tlvon to all 


mere were “oa rigor , 
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Franklin 
Pee PPE phe OHS ek uatinke tos %deliver HUS/Pow? her Herpous, 


eae cae " sn fl 1, . . - ¥ oo | - ° : v4... LS 

yee we nMlOE oebitts could not find wiah they wore after. 

A woek Inter Fuch staid at home all day while his wife and a 

BeOse Vevy Oo lifs:lomnale relatives accempaniod Dr. Thomaa 

rt ; a] J . nm 3 ° 16s 

Gottman! awd Gon. Rood, Martin to Thibodauuvx, In Decenber 

Mae obi repeutedly visited Thibodaux (a round CLINSOTE LER 

wiles), sometimes with her husband and sometimes without, in 

an effort to recover stock romoved from Boatner and to obtsuin 

"e protection from den Weitzel-from future depredetions". on 
t 

one occasion Kra, Puch and her sister "cane near" losing 

their horses to the Yankees en route to mato a protest ehout 

selzuress but lrg, Purh cmerced from this strurele with an 

orcererdving her! "sheclal« permission to keop in her posses- 

sion, one carriage horse called 'Brulyst [sic] without moles- 


| 17 : 
tatden't. the defensive campaicn was Seirly successful, for 
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es nice of November 10, Pe Ce eee i ruc inary. snme dato . 
Pratklin wenk buck to Donaldsonville with the Boatner: over- 
Pe Se Oy eibe re 1 And 14 and December,29,. 1062. The Lars b 
two trips seccomplished nothing; on the third trip they "came 
im an ace of bein: successful, but failed just as" tho nules 
Were beine hitched to the carts. Diary, November 11-14, 


OY cool ae 


Do Coy ber eo, Iie. 


LG 
Ue BOvembor 17, 1462. The ladies obviously went to 


Pt that tre ha lary} subborities. Cottman was now busy 
eye Vath mid dh bios cand might besusofwlsas arfriend at 
“oud. Butler Corrospemlenee, wi 489: ad a. Davidson, New 


Peeoogs, to iva. A, ©. fee, Jvonuary 8. 1SGs. 


Oriier of Vacembep 3. be ayaa e oC. Maller “Captain, & 
PYOVGSL “MAP aha | Fs; AD ct ewok elead a $ Lefourche, 

PA Core tite rat. (GP YP 5 Purh and her SINS ECS Wesel! CaFaeoeman Sg 
Bowe Tare «J ine ‘oatner), in the preservation of Bontner 
Pronorty was nak Ono entirely to sunerlor fenale amrressive- 
MOSH. Meal of thew cayiad a third interest in the plantation, 


i, Pitrehy-wan OnLy manarer, 
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Peer ebintat Lon Lost betworn Novembor 8 an) Vecerbor iv), 
ls edhbres dicad af cattle and four mulos, ilo Hos Parcs 


Peele. horeavor. on the major fob of rounding up miles and 


, > - a 3 
Gots Mhilch the "errons bai taken away befors November 9, 


Willian W. lurhts Woodlawn PLlanidatd ons ber cho best, ays 


eee ey aitelbia. ean order by Weitzel binserr that Woodlnvwm 


"will not be. entered by any officer or soldier of the U. S% 
. HBS) 
Arny without written outhority from those headquarters", 


but even this orser could not stand in the way of the Seques- 
tration Commission. On December 14 Josenhine Nicholls Purth, 
mistress of Weodlsewn, wrote Weitzel: 


Pe Proee, of the sequestratin: committee wa have 
C218 day hal taken from us our last mules—no J mistake, 
one old one which the children had in a cart was left 
behind—-when will this oppression cerse-is there no 
Pou ress7 ot can only apply to you as my brother's 
friend— [Weitzel and Francis T. Nicholls were class= 
moves abyviest..Point.)] iI feel.well assured MARE you 
Will do whst you can—this last act leaves us without 
the means of haulins wood or bringing water-how are 
Werle Os. et. 

Toknow not if you can be of any assistanco— I trust 
1 can roly on your sense of Justice to redress our 
wrones— [20] 


Willflam W. Push visited ‘Thibodaux December 16 and agatn 
‘2 
Rea com erp ey. The results were not heartening, for on the 


Paatki tery, Hovember 8-Docember ae. 1562, espe- 
Cigtlly Novem: 29, vocomber Ce moe 16 = 15, 
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Yrlar Of Doeartap inate Baye 


OPP af-Lboiher—Dporoanber See tot heresis 210 evidence 
Cease aiiathioer tae lotteay wos actuedlyesent. Accordins to W. 
P. Purh, Clary, the seivoere oceurrod December 16, not December 14, 
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newt day his cousin Franklin found him beginning "to realize 
his position" and "very gloomy" ,7* 

The event that marked the beginnine of ascent from the 
depths was the supercession of Butler by Major-General Nathan- 


fel P. Banks on December 16, 1862. After Butler, Banks was 


« codsend. He lacked Butler's insufferable energy and clever- 


noss. Instead, he appeared honest, humane, and respectably 
talented. His record in the field was dubious, but Confeder- 
ates made loyal by coercion could not weep if he failed as a 
commpanter, In dealing with the affairs of New Orleans Banks 
promptly showed his intention of reversing Butler's harshness; 
Spifion in the City rose rapidly. The Lafourche district 
elso received immediate relief, The day he took commend 
"anks ordered suspension of sales of confiscated property. 
(Above, p. 222.) The work of Butler's Sequestration Commis- 


Sion came to a holt while a commission appointed by Banks 


24 


loolet Into the question of “sequestered property and estates", 


On Vecomber 20, 1862, Banks expressed a desire "to reéstablish 
tha privileses of intercourse and commerce within the lines 
uvon toe most Ifberal basis consistent with the interests of 


i) 


F 4 ; 
the Government."*° On December 23, with the "concurrence 


< (2% 

Diary, December 19, 1862. 
Hae , 
Brag, Loutsiane in the Confederacy, 136-38. 
““olficlal Records, ser. I, vol. XV, 643. 


He ep ayal Preerenno., Lioweibid:,/ser, 1, vol. XV; 615. 
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1oadvice" of Butler, he fread a 


= ies 


large number of persons 
Prexroaned Dy Butler. ~° On December 24 he published an 
address "To the People of Louisiana" explaining Lincoln's 
preliminary emancipation proglémation of September me, duos 
and ondsavorin:: to quiet excitement at the prospect of the 
finel vroclamation scheduled ‘to appear January l, 1863." 
ioe @idress afforded some hint of a policy toward Negro rofu- 
feos and Nesro labor. Banks called attention to the fact 
tiiat the arvy had no suthority to return fugitives from labor; 
officers were in fact forbidden to do so by act nies Cisteaaee 
(:crch 15, 1962). But no encouragement would "be given to 


laborers to desert their employers". “It is suggested to 


planters that some plan be adopted by which an equitable 


——— -—_— -- 


ete 
eee ere OrverssHoe ilo ibid., ser.:Il, vol. V,,119-20 
ot | 


Pee VOL VeNV Gs Olo-cis Delly Ficeyune; December 


os 


Eaeee Ces Pihereyisen broadside; copy inrAse si Puch: Papers, in 
Pies Grim Ol Weneral Orders No. 116, December 24, 1862, includ- 
innea re-pudblication” of Lincoln's proclamation of Sentember 
Poe ee CEU Vous lakecordsyversion of the address’ vuries 
from the breadetde version in nN punctuation, in pararranhin:., 
at in the omiseion of one rather material clause 

penne Cllon reasons tor belteving that the becunt ed pore 
tions of Loutciena might be exempted from the operation of 
{he finel proclamation (as they were), and emphasized Lin- 
Colno's recommendation of comrensation to loyal states and 
CVicsevo tor toss, of property inoslaves,. fe advised’ slavos 
"to remain upon their plantations until their privilerces 
rhe jas have been definitely established." Commanders were to 
rolde their troops in readiness to presetve the public nencc., 
volliers of Scutlerts Negro regiments ("Native Guards") should 
not for the present be ellowed "to visit the localities of 
their onlisteont", nor should they be employed in "making 


archos, seizures, or arrests." (Ww. Fe Pugh, diary, January 
6, 1265, montions seeing "two nige sol—", obviously his 
Ae ee Pi 
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oportiLon of the proceeds: ar the crops of the coming yoor, 


we oe eet apart and reserved 





tes ba pargos Ler determined i's 
Por the support and ‘cohponoatlonor Tabor. nobis surrestion 
rromisoed something more. oceptabte to planters thon Butler's 
lavish $10 e month and found’: 

Winen the conmission investigating "sequostered property 
and estates" made its report, Banks issued an elaborate pen- 
eral order containing three more points greatly reassuring 
to planters. (1) "No further seizures of property will be 
made..." (2) "All products of the country sent to the city 
-+- it good feith may be sold at market prices bythe’ pro- 
prietors or their factors ... without restriction or confis- 
cation." (&S) "Plantation supplies and other articles not 
contraband of war, necessary.to the working of estates or 
the support of loyal persons, may be purchased in ### open 
merket by planters or arents ... for consumption within the 


5 Q “ha np nos 
tines of the armys.+ 


FOr rl eral Heo Crag, SEF, SPORVOLOUKVs 645-45 26 0Thé yequos- 
fretten Gomntesion waa continued but with new personnel. 
Several Sechions “orethetoPdertyepeéidircetionaitontheeney com- 
miceVorers Lor sottling problems inherite: from Kinsman and 
hte pelloenenes, "Phe commisston will sell at public auction 
Cll praperty in its possession that has not been or mea TOL 
be olained or released). ." Any future confiscations should 
be Tupon prover representation and complaint, as provided by 
bbe lome be Hig De States Frovistionnl Court for the 


parece Ol Doris Tana, oe commission misht plece abandoned 
ates ii EHS andar! of overseers or other persons upon 
Sie Vee pm aye ealTe ‘Stfons as to profits and labor as may be 


Papo? jue eid ovjmiient..." By Goneral Orders No. 12, Jan- 
Gary eos TGs) esbieMeesere TitVoIt KVilecessoyitherduty of 
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cultivating ninpiened ertates by engerine unemployed Negroes 
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Bata Cound tho secro problem to be one of appalling 


Peer bea: An, January, 1663) there were, as,anks later wrote, 
from 70,000 to 100,000 negroes in that portion of. 
Loutsinna oececupted by the Federal: forces; whose 
status was tusettled, who were without permanent 
homes, .employmont,:6r means: of subsistence. The 
Lipression was universal among them that their 
freedom was secured, eae s pati 


Put the Emancipation Proclamation, by excentin« from its onera- 
tion the oceunied portion of Loulstena, rendered their condi- 
tion anomalous. "they were slaves dé jure; they were freemen 
co Encto." They massed in the military camps, "where they 
roceivoed subsistence from the Commissary, and found the 
security thoy covated asainst the claims of the master." 

Lt ts impossible to exascerate the pictures of squalor, 

misery, disease, pollution and death, which were pre- 

sented wherever they congregated. I have myself sean 

in one of the most favored and populous towns of the 

otate, 150 of these people of all ages, sexes, and con- 

erersons. inva Single room, a fire in the centre of 

floor, with no outlet for smoke except through the 

doors or windows, where they cooked their rations, and 


eat, andi drank, and Slept, and sickened, and died. .... 


hte Eee ceR es © 205010 [0 OF ere. 6166 16s 616.6 6.6) 0.6 68 


whe preservation of the negroes; considerations of 
bublic health; the welfare of the army; the constantly 


inerveusine demands for subsistence; the necessity of 
providing in some degree for the Suuport sof tiie 
peorvle by cultivation of the Soll; the maintenance 
OL lO. pulbdae peace; and the utter LaRosa dL oF 


DGliovine the sutiferings... by either public or pri- 


vate charities, rendered it necessary that some 
saneral and immediate moasures should befadontved.”.!. . [29] 


So OS Ce ae eee ai ee ee. ee 


Nis service under: the control of suitable arents or 
plouters” was turne? over to the quarternastor dopurtment., 


Sekt Benls, manuscript without title or date, filed 


OMe ret ohare OM Less. in Banks Papers. <A similar discussion 
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seem ovtlined ra chhaite 2 HN 9 which he proposed to take 
in an order dated January 29, 1863. Lincoln's Emancipation 
Proclamation was eel i shod’ sith the order. Banks pointed 
out that the Proclamation did not apply to the erounied 
persion of Lower Louisiana. Mere not well say outrifht 
that the exemption was a mere technicality. But the Nerroes 
bad alroady freed themselves by flight, as everyone knew. 
They would net acein become slaves'in fact unless the Federal 
euthorities consented to and assisted in their return to that 
atatua. To do thet would be to construe the Emancipation 
rroclamation as a mandate for reénslavement in Louistane. 
hanizs spoke of "slaves", but in the same breath laid down 
aie which meant that the Negro was no longer to be treated 
as a slave. ‘The local law which had secured rights of prop- 
erty in Nesroes would not be Fistcyinskeciee "The forcible sci- 
mire... {of “slaves"] by their owners ... cannot be permit- 
ted." “officers and soldiers will not encourage or assist 
slaves to leave Meo oraiasante but they cannot compel or 


? 


is in W. Ps Bunks. Washington, D. C., to William Lloyd Garri- 
sou, Boston, Mass., January 50, 1865, in Daily True Delta 
(iiew Orloanes'), Marcni19;,1065.. Banks's General Orders No. 


orriers] Necorts, ser. 1; vol. XV, 666-67, and ser. II, vol. 


iad neera to be thn implication of the following moaly- 
pouthod passaro: "the inevitable conditions of a state of war 
unavoidably denrive ell classes of citizens of much of that 
eosolube freedom of action and control of property which loml 
law eiv) the continued peace of the country guaranteed and 
RMteta TOL. ott them." 
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puthorise their return by force." These rujesn made it 

plain that unless a Negro desired to be a row ch WAS 

unlikely—no one could compel him to remain in or to return 
7 . 

to that status. 

Having disposed of the Negro's status in @ manner no wise 
comforting to those who hoped for a continuation of slavery, 
banks turned to the question of the Negro as Ave. Here 
the planter had his inning. | 


The public interest peremptorily demands that all 
persons without other means of support be required to 
maintain themselves by labor. Negroes are not exempt 
{rem this law. ‘those who leave their emplcyers will 
be conpoelled te support themselves and familics by 
labor upon the public works. Under no circumstances 
whatever can Liey be maintained in idleness, or 
allowed to wander through the parishes and cities 
of the State without employment. Vagrancy and crime 
will be suppressed by enforced and constant occupa- 
tion end employment. 


If Negroes were to be employed, their principal employment 


must be upon plantations. Banks directed the Sequestration 


Commission, 


unon conference with planters ard other parties, to 
proroge ani establish a yenrly system of negro lebor, 
woicresheas?) mrovide. forthe food .Sclothincvepraper 
Freaiver £, and just compensation for the nerroes, at 
Pixed rates or an equitable proportion of the yearly 
erop, as may he deemed advisable. ... When accepted. 
by the planter or other parties all the conditions of 
continuouda and feiltbful service, respectful denport- 
ment, correct discipline, and perfect subordination 
shatl be enforced on the part of the negroes by tho 
officers of the Government. ... 
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mor tho old discipline of master over slave was thus substi- 
tuted a new discipline by the Government based upon its 


police power and upon its powér to enforce the oblifation 


AO . 
Qe foe 
of contracts. 


The details of the labor System for 1863 were worked out 
upon the basis of this order. They were embodied in an 
"Arreoment between the Military Authorities end the Planters", 
Mobruary 5, 1663, and a "Circular" of the Sequestration Com- 


mission, February 6, 1863.°° Later in the month a meeting 


_ 


Z 

ae Orders lio, 12, January 29, 1863, Officiel Records, 
Pte 4) VOL. AV. 666-60" 

Banks wrote his wife January 50, 1865: "I send you an order 
published today, concerning the employment of slaves. It 
Will be accepted generally by the Planters, and will do rreat 
p00. It Js the best act. of my life, and within three months 
will solve sll the troubles here about SlevOry. oo em clad it 
fee PULL shed on my birth day . I always liked to do something 
thet day.” Volune labelled 'Family (Letters}] 1°64", Banks 
gee . 

_ The best renerol account of the labor system in occupied 
Loulsiens, Le6e-1865, 1s that by Bell Irvin Wiley in hig 
Southern Mesrogs, 1961-1865 (New Haven 1050) 186-90, 210- 
el, sce also Urare, Louisiana in the Confederacy, 210-14; 

be %. Plorce, The Irecdmon's Bureau (Iowa. City, Towa, 1904), 
IGR—o0, 21-25; ond Mrs.) Gertha Bass Basford, Federal Adminis- 
iretion of Absiienod Plantations and Negro Labor during the 
Civil War (M.A. thesis, University of Vexaos, LOD L)F, (5O~34., 
CL-GU. These accounts contain very little that is not retold 
Prom the sources in the course of the present study. 





eer ifiten ty’. Jes serene Bow as an addition to the entry of 
pon to, 1865, in his “Journal of the War", De Bow's Review, 
ey Wane ny | lacy)” TdUs0ts t Ae broad heat copy of the 
ee Cua ia inh Wee We Puzth Papers. 

The “Acreement" and the "Gircular" wero prefaced by an 
explenotion of thotr origin dated Kebrma ry 6.61065. . Thinty- 
one, "Loyal plenters, principally from the perishes of Lafour- 
che and Terre Boone," had. within the past week held three 
"private meatincs at the St. Charles". Banks had consulted 
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eo’ planters in New Orleans, attended by Franklin Pugh and 
dilliam W. Push, conferred with Banks , ae Banks issued a 
circular placing the final stamp of approval on the new 
lsbor system. | | 

the "Circular" of the Sequestration Commission authorized 
the provost marshal of each parish to receive the signatures 
of planters to the arreement defining the new system. The 
ecministration of the system was Placed in the hands of the 
Provont marshal. 


es 





—-—— -- 


with them. After "much discussion as to what the General 
required, and what the planters should demand," the “acrec- 
mont" was subriitted to the Planters for their accertance. The 
form attached for sirnatures provided that "the ecceptence of 
this contract does not imply the surrender of any right of 
Property in the sleve or other right of the owner." the 
plenters cecided that the "Agreement" should be circuleted 
&rone all nlunters in the district excepted from the opnera- 
tion of the Emancipation Proclemation,. Accordingly, the 
"Acreemont" wos sent to the provost marshals to be presented 
to the planters for their signatures. The "Circular" explein- 
ing the duties of the provost marshals under the new system 
was sent out at the same time, 

By this eccount it apreared that only the planters had been 
consulted in the framine of Banksts labor System. At s later 
Gate, when his system was under attack by Northern radicals, 
Banks insisted that in "arranging the conditions of labor, 
the nosrocs were consulted by men of their own color, and 
eine surcewestions iwplici tly followed.” The planters he had 
Goult wilh on a take-it-or-leave-1t basis. Banks to William 
Lloyd Gerrison, Januery 30, 1865, in Daily True Delta, March 
Mig 1665s. Bantcs., imancipated Labor in Louisiana, 7-8. 

Prenklin Puech wos in New Orleans at the time of the plant- 
ere)s meetings, and presumebly attended them, althoush he did 
nol soy so in his diery., William wW. Pugh was apparently at 
home. We. F. Purch, Jiary, January 29, February’ 165+ 1863). 











Saar Ty Dlonters mot in New Orleans February 18-19. A.F. Pugh, 
Ulury, February 10-19, 1863. Banks's "Girculap" ids in Offi- 
eee eos sor. 11; Vorewere79. It is datea rebruenry 16, 


but may not have been published until after the consultetion 
With the planters. 
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Ne wi1l, In mood faith, offer all fatr and lesal 
Laducemanta to the nerroos within his district, in 
woatever comiltion or service they may he found, to 
return to their families and the plantations where 
thoy belong. 


Whon any nero has sequissod in the terms proposed, 
Phe Provest Marshal will see that he fulfila his 
onencenonts Lor one year, in good faith. He shall be 
required to remnin upon the plantation to which he 
As bound, to work falthfully and ind@ustrlously, and 
maJrbadn a respectful and subordinate deportment 
toward his employor. 


The Provost Marshals are ordered to prohiblt the 
harvordug and employment of negroes laboring upon 
plantations under thls agreement, by other parties, 
Peewer cit] or militiry. 


All nesroes not acaquiescing in the proposed agrea- 
ment, not otherwise employed, shall immediatoly be 
puteto work wpon the public works, and all nerroes 
| found In the country, cities, villages, or about the 
mieiitary stations, without visible ocecunsation or 
moans oC subsistence, shall be arrested as varrants, 
rnd put to Tabor upon the public works or the Quar- 
farmester'sa plantations. [36] 





the Provest Marshala will also see that the arree- 
ment entered into by the Planters in resard to the 
negroes is faithfully and fairly carriocd out. 


It is not expected that an individual contract is 
to be made with the negroes who return to their plan- 
tations or remain upon them. Such arrangement would 
be impracticable. The fact that they return or ramain 
ia to be taken aa proof of their assent. The officers 
of the Government who advise and assist their returm 
will feel that they are responsible that the advantages 
promised shall be secured to them. 


a . oe ee ee ee 


Banka, "“Cfrenlar Fobruary 1G, G63, ahd not add mnch to 
Params pchrietticons.: Al) pseraons Maotine winder the authority 
f the United States", and espectally army chaplains, wore 
Mregnested to aasist os fer as practicable without violence 
In dininetne the return of negroes and their families to the 
plantations wheres thoy have been accustomed to labor." Labor 
oy public worka or QGuartermaster's plantations should be 
"without poy execant toeir food and clothing, medical attend- 

onnee@ and such instruction and care as may be furnished to 
them and thelr women and children,” 


" 
y 
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he Compengatton for Negroes: laboring upon plantations 
under the new system was to be what they had received as 
slaves—viz., food, lodging, Clothing, medical care, and sup- 
port for dependents—plus. either a twentieth share of the pro- 
ceeds of the. Crop distributed among’ the hands according to 
the value of their labor, or a wage of $3 per month for 
mechanics, surar-makers, and drivers, $2 per month for able- 
bodied field men, and $1 per month for able-bodied field 
women, house servants, and nurses,°° | 

Lons before Beale Lemnala cis had been ALE Bee publicly 
outlined, planters had reasonable assurance that their prop- 
erty would not be confiscated and that they would be allowed 
to resume plantation operations in some fashion if they had 
the heart and the means to attempt it. Such friends of the 
Pusghs as Dr. Thomas Cottman of PECoE ELON, William Réed Mills 
ano kik, Malhiot, of Assunption, ze Q. A. Fellows oe New 
Orleans, and Bradish Johnson of Plaquemines, were in Close 
contect with the Federal PU CELLS 8. Halhiot especially 
came to be highly esteemed by Banks’ and served as an inter- 


o7 
redilary between Banks and the Bayou planters. Franklin 





90 ie ware scale wos established in the "Acreement between 
Lhe er Authorities and the Planters". Danks se" Ciurcu - 


Lentil vrvary 16, 1863: “Ihe compensation may seem small 
Diet +n» pins of the pecuniary advances that must be made and 
Lie Oriidin bliat Sch eg industry in a period of war it is not 
NY Pensansly Le, or a lnter elaborate, and on the whole con- 
Vine ese gtr ARAN: Pn support of: (tidis: statoment, see Banks, 


ism an tee worl Labor in-Louisiana, 11 ff. 


Wi 


’*on vottman, see above, p. 119, text and n. 69; on Mills, 
Picasa (Ge oend. 61, n.<27: on Hialhiot, p. 76, n. 18. Mills was 
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Pugh had visited Malhiot's to talk with Fellows about "our 
troubles" a month before Banks succeeded Butler. °o On Jan- 
uary 2, 1863, Fellows wrote Pugh from New Orleans giving 
very substantial assurances that the situation had improved, 


On reflection, I have no hesitation in advising 
you as a friend & lawyer, to assume possession of all 
the property within your reach of which you have here- 
tofore had the management of [sic] & take some pains 


to recover such as may be out of your immediate reach~— 


Go on and manage everything as before, so near ag 
may be possible and act as you would if a physical tem- 
pest head swept over your section of ##H country, & 
strive to gather up the fragments that nothing be lost— 


I know it is disheartening for any one at all inter- 
ested to look around on the devastation everywhero vis- 
ible, but we should try for those depending upon us, to 
take courage & try to recover what may be left in the 
wreck, 


I feel sure that under present auspices you will not 
be disturbed in the course of conduct I have herein 
suggested. I have procured an order {dated December 3] 
and signed by the Acting Provost Marshal, Department of 
the Gulf] of which the following is a copy. 'No prop- 
erty taken from loyal citizens without giving receipts. 

No property taken except for actual use—people not to 
be distressed by’ taking all mes or horses except in 
6mergency.' .... This is addressed to Capt. (T. K.] 
Fuller [Provost Marshal, District of Lafourche], & is 
in possession of Mr. Malhiot at whose instance it was 
obtained, & where you can see it— I think its prwisions 





a friend of Malhiot and became the law partner of Fellows, 

On Malhiot's relations with Banks see Malhiot, New Orleans, 

to Banks, January 29, 1865, Banks Papers; and Banks to Willtam 
H. Seward, May 4, 1963, official DOCOUIS see Oel tie Ol tT 
189, Fellows was to be the "Conservative" candidate for FOV = 
ernor of occupied Louisiana in 1864. Malhiot, Cottman, and 
Johnson were to undertake in June, 1863, an ambitious politi- 


cal mission to Washington. 


ES epee November 15-16, 1862, | 
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wlll bo hereaftor enforced as far as practicable, & 

that it will bo safe for you & others to act [upon] 

such a supposition. [39] ™ 

Franklin Pugh was now ready to begin struggling with the 
moss that confronted him. The situation was still sickening 
enough, Neprhes! carts and mles remained scattered. Where 
the Negroes were and whether they would be willing to return 
were both uncertain. Whether they would work of thefr ow 
accord if they did return, or whether the Federal authorities 
could and would make them work, was yet more uncertain. Some 
of the carts and mules might be recovered by protracted 
search and assiduous application en the authorities; many of 
thom were lost for anal. To get the plantations going again 
would take money, of which Franklin had none on hand. Ship- 
ments of supplies would require permits from the authorities. 
Besides all this, W. H. Pugh & Co. had debts that now loomed 
mountainous, 

Three courses of action were open to Pugh. He could 
scrape together a certain amount of money to live on and 


Slat the estates to lie idle.*° He could try to lease them. 





re en 


Both is letter was brought from New Orleans by Mrs. Frances 
E. Spraruo (above, p. 116, n. 62), and was probably in answor 
to one from Pugh that she took to New Orleans. Franklin was 
In a paeulsiarly painful position because only a fraction of 
the preperty for which he was responsible belonged to him 
(ef. above, pp. 44-46). 


bons rather unreliable witness said in the spring of 1863 
that "more than 500 supar estates" would"not be worked at all" 
hocense planters had lost control of Negroes and mules, had no 
money to purchase supplies, and had "no faith in free negro or 
othor labor." Dr. Bonjamin F, Smith, "Circular. To Capital- 
ists", about March, 1865, broadsheet, A. F. Pugh Papers, 
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Or he could attempt to lay hands on enough Negroes, mules and 
supplies to resume operations as well as the Negroes, the 
military authorities, and the condition of the plantations 
would permit. As it turned out, Augustin and Whitmell wore 
to be leased, while Pugh operated Boatner and New Hope. 

The first job Franklin tackled Was raising money. He 
sold the Boatner sugar early in January, *? On January 9 he 
sold from Boatner 19 cattle and 5O sheep for $1,060.°° The; 
next day at New Hope he sold 76 cattle for $3,020 cash. *> 
The day after that he sold all the new sugar and molasses on 


New Hops for cash at $52.50 ber hogshead of sugar and $9.50 





oe 


“sees January 6, 1863; M. @. Hunt to A. F. Pugh, endorsod 
Jenuary 20, 1863, Hunt complained that many of the hogsheads 
were in bad condition and asked whether Pugh would not accept 
temporary payment in some bills other than State Bank of Lou- 
isiana bills, "the amount being large it takes time to collect 
that particular money." ee , 

Hunt was probably a speculator following in the wake of the 
ariny. E. E. Malhiot, Assumption, wrote A, F, Pugh, January 7, 
1A633 

"If you have been induce to sale [sic] your sugar from rep- 
resentation at the time, by the purchaser, that should you 
refuse to anle it might be confiscate, & that the party pure 
chasing was authorize to release your sugar by order of the 
government, I would refuse to comply with the sale & I am 


with this advice." 


42 
Receipt from Z. Dickerson, January 9, 1865. Thirty 
shosap brought $6 each; 6 calves, $12 each; 10 Texas beeves, 
55 each; 3 oxon, $100 each, 


43 
Diary, January 10, 1863. The principal item was 51 
"oxen" (presumably meaning beeves) at $50 per head, 
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per barrel of ts cand + A few days later Foley, Avery & © 
Company sent out men interested in buying the Augustin and 
Whitmell sugar; the proceeds of the sale when made wore 
probably $4,400. The cistern sugar and molasses from the 
four Pe entt us were sold at later dates, *° 

Having gotten together some money, Franklin Pugh went to 
New Orleans where he remained for five long weeks (January 
27-March 7, op sabae "Every thing like business here is dead 
or dying fast". Much of the time he accomplished nothing and 
Saw no prospect of getting anywhere. Nevertheless he eventually 


ae January 11, 1863. 


ol ey: Avery & Co. to A, FP, Pugh, letters of January 13 
and 17, 1863, end receipt of February 10, 1863, for $4,400. 
The money deposited obviously came from this Sale, but ma 
not have been the total proceeds, Foley, Avery & Co. thought 
the sugar worth on the plantation .6 3/4 to 7 cents. At this 
rate $4,400 represented about 60 hogsheads of sugar. 


46onat on Aurcustin and Whitmell was sold for $4,000 payable 
January 1, 1864, in conjunction with the lease of the planta- 
tions to Dr. Benjamin F. Smith, February 24, 1863. That on 
Boatner was sold to A. B. Sharp, formerly overseer on Augus- 
tin, for $20 per barrel of cistern sugar and $8.25 per bar- 
rel of molasses. A. F, Pugh, diary, March 12, 1863. New 
Hope molasses smounting to 52 barrels was shipped to New 
Orlaans and sold in June and July, 1863, for $669.41 net 
proceeds. Katlroad receipt, June 12, 1865, and Foley, Avery 
& Co, accounts of sale, June 23 and July 8, 1863. 

Diary, January 26-March 9, 1863, Franklin made a brief 
trip home February 11-14. He was back in New Orleans on a 
Dhirdastay. April 80-26. Diary, April 19-27, 1863. It is 
interesting to note that Ellen M. Pugh, Mrs. Frances E, 
oprague, and Mrs, William B. Ratliff all made trips to New 
Orlenns before January 9, 1865, while William W, Pugh and 
Franklin Pugh did not venture into the City until January 14 
and January 27 rospectively. : 
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Itquidated in some fashion or.other W. H. Pugh & Gor! # obits 
gations to Foley, Avery & Co. He procured supplies for. 
Boatner and for New Hopes He kept in touch with the unfold- 
ing of Banks's policy on confiscation and Negro labor. He 
made side trips looking for Negroes belonging to the planta- 
tions in his charge (below, pp. 252-262). And he managed to 
lease Augustin and Whitmell. 

The lease of Augustin and Whitmell was concluded February 
24, 1865. The lessee, Dr. Benjamin F. Smith, called himself 
a "Plantation Agent and General Commission Merchant". In 
plainer language, he was a speculator. The motives of the 
parties were evident on the face of the lease. Pugh was 
willing to lease at a nominal price in order to have the 
plantations put back in working condition. Smith aimed to 
make a killing. Smith was to have the use of the mles and 
implements then on the plantations. To supplement these he 
agreed to provide sixty mles and whatever additional imple- 
ments were necessary. At the expiration of the lease all of 
the implements (such as carts and plows) were to become the 
property of W. H. Pugh & Co. Smith agreed to plant 450 

and 550 arpents of corn 

arpents of solid corn/in the. stubble cane (rattoons), the 


whole to be gathered by Smith and left for the use of W. H. 





4B oley, Avery & Co. to A. F. Pugh, letter and invoice, 
February 26, 1865 (Boatner), and letter, March 12, 1863 (New 
Hope). The main items in both shipments were mess pork, 
about 60 bbls. to New Hope, and 30 bbls. to Boatner at . 
$14.50 per barrel. | 
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! Smith was to put down before October 20, 1863, 


Pugh & sb 
seed cane sufficient in quantity and quality, on the judg- 
ment of A. Franklin Pugh, to plant 500 arpents of cane in 

the year 1864. Or, at Pugh's option, the seed cane might be 
ground, one-fourth of the proceeds going to Pugh and three- 
fourths to Smith. Smith undertook "to save the usual amount 
of hay" to be left for W. H. Pugh & Co., and to leave suger 
and molesses sufficient "for the use of the owners and 
Negroes", °° Smith bound himself "to cause to return at his 
own expense all of the Negroes (or such number thereof as he 
can)" of W. H. Pugh & Co. "necessary to plant and save the 
crops of the ensuing year", and "to clothe feed and take dili- 
gent care of all of the negroes". The only unconditional 
money consideration of the lease was $2,000 to be paid by 
Smith in current funds January 1, 1864. Meanwhile Smith was 
to have "in the condition that 1t now is" all the molasses end 


cistern sugar on the two places he: 


If the crop of 1863 was 
200 hogsheads or more, then Smith agreed to pay January 1, 
1864, $4,000 for the cistern sugar and molasses, and to leave 
forty of the sixty mules provided by him on the plantations 


to become the property of W. H. Pugh & Co. If the crop fell 


ee a ee re ee 


9 
: Smith was to be entitled to any corn made in excess of 
10,000 barrels [sic; doubtless means in shuck]. 


. 
Barrens barrels of sugar and 30 barrels of molasses. 
51 ' 

A monorandum in A, F, Pugh Papers shows that on June 26, 


1865, 158 barrels of molasses and 63 barrels of cistern sugar 
hed beon filled on the two plantations. 
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balow 200 hogsheads, then W. H. Pugh & Co. were to have a 
"privileged claim to the amount of" $4,000 on the sixty 
miles. The lease terminated February 1, 1864,°° Highland 
Plantation, adjoining Augustin and belonging to the minor 
heirs of James T. Pugh, was also leased to Smith, °° 

Long before the lease to Smith, efforts had been gotten 
under way to recover the Negroes formerly belonging to Augus- 
tin, Whitmell, Highland, Boatner, and New Hope. Franklin had - 
very little stomach for the task, but he was urged on by his 
wife (Ellen M, Bontner), by his sister-in-law Susan Virginia 
(Mrs. Goorge W.) Pugh, and by Mrs. Frances E. Sprague, who 
was in charge of eng The ladies themselves took a very 
active part in the campaign. Ellen was in New Orleans late 


in December, 1862, apparently directing a search for Negroes. 


Dr. Thomas Cottman, who was more or less privy to the Federal 


authorities, had promised to lend his assistance, although 





[Oo 


Ihe lease contained clauses binding Smith to provide 
Mrs. Goorgo Purch at Bellevue with corn meal (one barrel each 
week), swent potatoes (50 barrels), and wood (40 cords), and 
to return "all of hor house servants or such number as he 
ent cause to return", 


“william Rood MLlis, oak Hill, to A, F. Pugh, June 13, 
1965, Tho contract waa made in February, 1863, but no copy 
has been found. The terms undoubtedly paralleled closely 
the terms of the lease from W. H, Pugh & Co., except that 
ointth probably paid $1,000 down. A. F., Pugh, diary, March 
de B6S . . 


~4there 1s little evidence relating to the New Hope 
Negroes. <Appnrently the bulk of them either did not leave 
the plantation or were easily recovered, 
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he did not make f00d the promise, °> On January 1o, 1863, 
Mrs. Frances &£. Sprague and Mrs. George Pugh announced their 
intention of "going down" with Mrs. Sprague's overseer to 
try to secure some of the Highland, Augustin, and Whitmell 
Negroes. Mrs. Sprague felt that "if we only get the 
negroes home and make a little Sugar and corn enough to do 
next year [that] will be doing better than letting them all 
be lost [this was before the leases to Smith] ,"°S Mrs. George 
Pugh wanted to know what brother Franklin thought of her going 
down. Dr. Fora”? advised her to ZO. 
He said he thought perhaps some of them might come 
bacl—but I think you could have more effect upon the 
Plantation Nergroos—or we might both go down & if we 
could get enough back to &0 to Work I think Gen 
Banks would let us have some carts & mules from 
Donaldsorfvllle_ag they have two hundred mules there 
that are not at work at all—% if (1. @., perhaps} 
we could get some in the Place of our own— {58] — 
Mrs. George Pugh soon went to New Orleans and returned 


with a letter of January 23 from Foley, Avery & Co. containing 





ze 
Sa M, Davidson, [New Orleans]. to Mrs. A, F, Pugh, Jane 
Bary 48411863: 
The agent Ellen omployed was a naturalized German carpenter 
named Augustin Roeder, It seems a fair guess that Roeder 
was deemed especially suitable for such work because Germans 
were genorally accepted as being ipso facto good Union men, 


eee 


A small group of Rocder'ts papers, including his naturaliza- 
tion papers, July 19, 1853, are in A, F, Pugh Papers. 

5 
To A. F, Pugh, January 11, 1863 (endorsed January 10). 


oR 
Tor Marnolita Plantation, the second Place above Highland. 


Bere A. F. Pugh, endorsed January 10, 1863. 


— 











alate ae - . ; ; : 
od 4 evo . iyetge Slee asigs = 
; ~~ P23 7 
LlomtioW bas ,nlsewgud .f snes ‘ent Yo on 
y or ee 7 ‘ i A a 
eit Joy yino ow II" Jandy Jiel ony << em 
dyyore moo base teage ef23tl = elem bra ene 


>. 


ies 
ado wetted gatob ed Iitw [Jadz} daey se 

senel eft e190 lsd e€aw elas] dnol ef 

odw worol o3 bednaw dau 

dee “i ,awob 


si 


-“254- 


definite news that a large part of the Pugh Negroes were 

mlong the River in the vicinity of Boutte Station on planta- 

tions under charge of ### A. B. Tripler. Foley, Avery & Co. 

were sure that the W. H, Pugh & Co. Negroes (Augustin and 

Whitmell) and perhaps some of Dr. Joseph H. Pugh & Co. (Wav- 

erly) were there. Tripler had received them from Butler 
had / 

to work on the plant2S he has/charge of on shares. 

M? T, desires to do all in his power to return the 

negroes to their owners... He says the Pugh negroes 

do not want to go home but he thinks that the matter 

can be so arranged that the ‘intelligent contrabaends' 

will not know where they are going until too late to 

prevent a ‘change of base', If you cannot come down 

write to M? Tripler... Send your letter by a reliable 

person only. [59] 

On February 2 Ellen M. Pugh learned from one of William W. 
Pugh's Negro men who had run away in the summer of 1862 that 
about thirteen of the Boatner Negroes who had been on a 
plantation below Donaldsonville were now at Camp Parapet, 
near Carrollton. The men were working not far from the camp 
and were "allowed to g0 to see the women every Saturday night." 
The women and children were "staying at the camp doing nothing.® 

I want you [her husband Franklin] to go to the camp 

and try and get the women & children if you cannot 

get the men if the women are at home the men wil] 

find their way back after a while, but try and get 

the mch] 1f you can make every effort for if you do 

not I must. ... I expect you to do your best. 

Ellen enclosed a scheme suggested by her brother-in-law, 


Judge John M,. Howell, now residing at Boatner, Franklin was 





59m A. F. Pugh, January 23, 1863. 
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directed to resort to Howell's plan if he mat, but to "try 
other ways first", Howell's scheme was not precisely 
scrupulous, 


If the negroes will not come with you could you not 
manage it in this way— Get some one to go and see 
them and make a contract with them for the year, the 
contract. noed not state where they are to labon. 
Banks says he will enforce the contract when it is 
entered into- After the contract is concluded let 
the contractor put them on a boat and they can be 
landed here whother they want to come or not, and 
when once here it would all be right—- At least they 
could not help themselves and they would soon go to 
work and be Ssatisfled—particularly as they would 
feel that they were working for wages— 


Howell thought that if the contract were entered into Banks 

would regard the Negroes not as Slaves, which the act of Con- 
gress forbade him to return, "but as ordinary laborers under 
contract, and [would] enforce their agreement as declared in 


60 
his late orden" At the ond of February Franklin made 





SereMion M. Pugh, Assumption, to A. F, Pugh, [New Orleans], 
February 2, 1863, with enclosure by J. M. Howell, 
It is difficult to say how much chicanery and compulsion 
were employed in handling the Negroes. Banks'ts published 
orders, notrbly General Orders No. 12, January 29, 1863 (above 
PD. £40-242), wore most specific in saying that force might no 
be used. But Banks had one eye toward Northern opinion, and 
even if he was entirely sincere he had no very close control 
over officers in charge of "contraband camps" and the provost 
marshala scattered. through the parishes. A year later he pub- 
licly recognised that provost marshals were open to "undue 
influence" (General Orders No. £5, Fobruary 3, 1864, bolow, 
p. 3<5). In a published letter to William Lloyd Garrison, 
January 50, 1665, Banks admitted that there had been cases 
of florring in 1565, but insisted that they were "inmediately 
and severely punished when discovered," Daily True Delta, 
March 19, 1865, | 

R. G. Martin, Jr., noar Vicksburg, to wife, Mansfield, 
January 18, 1863: "I learn through a letter from Port Hudson 
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several efforts to secure the Negroes at Camp Parapet— 
whether with eventual success he did not ney. 

The recovery of the large Groups of Negroes working on 
plantations in the vicinity of Boutte Station proved a long 
and difficult process. These groups comprised, as Foley, 
Avery & Co. had reported, numbers of Augustin and Whitmell 
Negroes; some Boatner Negroes and a good many of the Highland 
Negroes were in the same vicinity. About February 1 Mrs. Spra- 
gue "went with a soldier on the river" to see one group of 


Highland Negroes. She found "most all willing to come home", 





that Bourgeois(['s] son and Gauthreau['s] [son] had come out 
Said the Yankees were making the Negroes return to their 
owners and whipped some of them severely to make them work 
when they refused to obey their owners. Only those who 
joined the army were not forced back," 

In &, F. Pugh Papers 18 a copy in William W. Pugh's hand of 
an order signed 0. W. Lall, P{rovost] Judge of Lafourche, 
reading as follows; | 

: has permission to take his servants by force 
wherever he finds them except in the camp of the U. S. Army 
or in the service of the U. States or an officer thereof, and 
compel their ¢### return to their homes and their obedience to 
him and their quiet application to their business. ple 

“The master is enjoined to treat his servants Justly and 
Kindly as a Judicious man would treat his servants—" 

This order, dated January 21, 1865, was presumably invali- 

dated by Banks's Genoral Orders No. 12, dated eight days later. 


ern aty® February 21, 26, 27, 1863. A note by Pugh to Cap- 
tein [B. M.] Pratt, February 27, 1863, requested Pratt to 
"deliver to MY? Wild any of my negroes in his charge, willing 
to go home~" On back of the note is a list of 13 Negroes. 
With this note 1s an order of same date by Pratt, Captain and 
Suporintendent of Contrabands, Contraband Office, Camp Farapet, 
to a sergennt in chnrre of a contraband colony, directing him 
to allow Wild #2 arent of Pugh to "Record the names of any 
Gontrabrnds from bis Plentation that wish to Return to their 
formor homes" in accordance with Banks's circular of February 
16, 1863. Cf. also Ellen M. Pugh, [Assumption], to A. F. Pugh, 
[New Orleans], endorsed February 18, 1863. 
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but they were watting for their pay on the plentation where 
they ware ,°” A few days later Mrs. Sprague's overseer 
reported the location of "a great many" Negroes belonging to 


Highland and to W. H. Pugh & Co.; many were "anxious to come 


home" .°° 


The indomitable Ellen now determined to get action. She 
went to a plantation near Boutte Station in St. Charles Par- 
ish whence she reported February 15 to her husband (who was 


in New Orleans); . 
I found when I got here a great many of the negroes 
from the AfuJgustin plantation. I told them not to be 
Scoried [sic] for I did not come for them, that J only 
came for my {Boatnor] negroes, of those who wanted to 
come home for as to forcing them back that is what I 
never would do they might Stay forever but all those 
who would promise me they would come home and conduct 
themselves as they always had-done, I would pay their 
expenses home but on no other conditions would I bring 
them JI saw a food-many of your men and told them the 


ing to your business, for those I saw to go back and 
tell all the others what I said they told me they would 


home. .... When I arrived here I found [(B, F, Lewis ] 


men to work on a plantation he spoke to me about it 
I told him you wanted to get your négroes home he was 
to put the negroes to work to day, but will not do it 


Te Aaa escent 


Oe e110Nn M* PaghetoPa> er. Pugh, February 2, 1863. On Febru- 
Sry, 1865. A. F. Puch procured from the Provost Marshal Gen- 
eral of Louisiana a pass allowing him to visit the parishes of 
gee erson, Gt, Charles, St. John the Baptist, and St. James 
and return to Assumption "With Negroes", But his diary does 
not show such a Cri, 


Bitre® Frences E. Sprague to A. F. Pugh, endorsed February 
10, 1863. These Nerroes were on Lanfear's plantation (either 
Louisa or Ashton) in St. Charles Parish not far from Boutte 
Station. Mrs. Sprague thought that "Ml Rody" (Augustin 
Roeder] would be "a good person to send for them", 
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until he sec[s] you. I made a p{ro]Jposition to [him] 
abcut placing the negroes on the plantation and about 
sherine whatever thoy make that is all I snid I djd 
not say any thing about the amount or any thing. he 
seys the negroes will go with him any where & he agroed 
to my propposition {sic], I think you had better come 
here together with this gentleman you will be able to 
pet all the negroes home. Tell Col (William W.) Purh 

I brought and [sic] old men from his house nemed Gabriel 
to teke his femtly home with me I think ke will 
influonce the other negroes will go home with him. 

This Mr BF. Lewis will hand you this note he has the 
entire cherse of all the negroes, I mentioned about a 
compensation he says very little will satisfy him 
before you settle on the sume [sic] come here and see 
me He will have them all collected here today, he 
says you can talk freely with him about getting the 
negroes Carts & mules back on your places. 


(P. 8.] Mr Lewis says he is the only one me can 
assist you in this matter 


[Letter re-opened to add a P. P. S.] There are fifty 
of your negroes here now and will be kept here and all 
the others will be brought he will have four soldiers 
to (bJring them here on his o{w]n account 


Three days later Ellen, back at home, sent a messenger to 
her husband in New Orleans to announce that 


* Henry & Williem Hobson came home this morning, I think 
as feelers. They are very anxious to bring their fami- 
lies home They say most all of our nogroes are very 
anxious to come home William Hopson brought a pass 
written by the Provost Marsh(aJl of the parish of St. 
Charles [B. F. Lewis] for which he paid one dollar for 
it is in resular for{m], but Henry ran away and got 
here without a pass, 


She proposed to go to St. Charles in two Gays. Franklin 
should secure the small group of Negroes at Carrollton and 
bring them to Boutte Station, where she would meet him with 
all the Negroes she could gather in St. Charles and they 


would proceed home torether with their motley host in tow.°* 


ees 


649Wo letters of Ellen M. Pugh, Assumption, February 18, 
1863, to A. F. Fugh, New Orleans. 
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Ellen went to St. Charles as she proposed but noither 
hor husband nor the Negroes carried out their parts of her 
plan. On February 24 B, F, Lewis, in New Orleans, wrote A. 
Franklin Pugh, also in New Orleans, that Mrs. Pugh, who had 
left St. Charles February 22, "had asked him to see what he 
could do edaits getting your negroes together he and m= 
Woodward have succesied in getting over a Imndred head together 


who are willing to go home." Lewis wanted to "make some 


arrangement in regard to getting them to your plantation"©®° Pugh 


evidently did not reply, for Lewis wrote again two days later; 


I have looked in vain for your agent to see me and if 
something is not done soon I shall imploy your niggers 
on public works as that is the only method to persue 

I have been to a large expence beside trouble to do 
what your wife requested I should do I have done 

what I have done to benifit your by request of the 
Maddam. and your wife wished me to see youif posible ... 


Some arrangement was eventually made for getting the Negroes 


back to Augustin and Whitmell. Franklin preserved the fol- 


lowing interesting momento of the transaction; °° 


1500 pounds Pork § 120.00 
w moal _ 40,00 
Moving niggers 200.00 
Troubl#[e] 140.00 


$ 600.00 
Certifyde (sic] By me 
B. F. Lewis 
My 1/63 Provost Marchal [sic] 
St Charles 





65 
"Miss.L, A. Smith (writing for B. F. Lewis), New Orleans, 
to A. F. Pugh, February 24, 1863. 


OP rw cent internal revenue stamp affixed with cancellation 
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Whether such a bill coming from a provost marshal repre- 
sonted bribery, extortion, or the legitimate perquisites 
of office was a nice question, 

The other main groups of Pugh and Boatner Negroes were 
those on the plantations under the charge of A. B, Tripler. 
In January Tripler had professed himself as desiring their 
return to their formor homes (above, p. 254). But the genu- 
ineness of this profession began to be doubtful. On Feb ruary 
17 Franklin head an unsatisfactory interview with Tripler in 
New Grigans On February 25 Ellen, aggressive as ever, 
wrote Franklins 


If you cannot get Tripler to enter in any engare- 
mont, I want you to go with him on the plantation 
whore the negroes are and let Tripler tell the negroes 
they are your slaves That you can force them to come 
home but you will not do that but will give them their 
choise [sic) and opportunity of coming home those who 
wish to come and bohave themselves cann (sic] come but 
those who are not willing to do (so] can stay and be 
put to work on bre({a]st works I know there are some of 
our negroes who will come with you... I think it is 
a duty you owo to the negroes to let them understand 
their situation and give them their choise for they 
havo been decoived that will give them the same oppor- 
tunity of getting home as other negroes as it is ... 
they are afraid to leave that plantation until the 
yankees take them off for fear of going on brest works 
I destre you to go with Tripler and see our negroes 
for 1f you do not I must do [so] I would much rather 
you would go for I think ... a good many of ours & 
yours will come with you. I send you the order so 
you can get free transportation for all the negroes 
that are willing to come ecee [68] 


— 


"B F L My 11663", indorsement by A. F. Pugh: "B, F., Lewis, 
$500- May 11/1863, AP & H P [Augustin end Whitmell)." 





67 
Diary, February 17, 1863. 
68 
Ellen added that Nathan was very anxious for his wife and 
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In March Ellen went back to St. Charles in an effort to 
deal with Tripler. She wrote Franklin that she was 


anxious to go home but am afraid to do so Tripler is 
liko a hawk ready to pounce on his prey the minute I 
leave my being here prevents any move on his part and 
keeps him on the plantation where the Brulé [i. e., 
Whitmell] negroes are. ee e8ay nothing apainst Trip- 
ler to any one, he has all the ... [Highland] negroes 
on a plantation below here, I tell you I was a little 
fast for him and if you had only come up when I sent 
for you we would have wrenched them all out of his 
hands before he knew it but the time is past... [69] 


A day or two later, apparently, she wrote still further about 


the situation. 


I am waiting for Tom Gipson the (Negro) driver to 
return from the bayou... Tom has left his family 

on the Landfior [1.¢., Lanfear] plantation with the 
measels [sic] since he left his baby has died all the 
other children are over the measles and will be ready 
to return to the bayou as soon as he can get back 
there are several famileys [sic] there with his which 
he told me he thought he could get home by a little 
persuasion. Tempy & Pauline were there tut have left... 
Tom told me he thought he might get Tempy home but 
Miss Pauline vowes [sic] she never will go home. I 
could have hor arrested but I think it best not to do 
so untill [sic] I get all the negroes home I can, then 
I will come down on her’ She is trying to make her 
way to the City. Says a L{ie]utenant is coming for 
her, ee. She will not get away from here until I 
leave, I pretend as if I am indifferent whether she 
goes or stays, I am staying her{e] to keep Tripler 
from having anything to do with these family [sic] on 
the Lendfier place which Tom Gipson thinks he can get 
home. If you meet Tripler be very pleasant to him it 
is policy for he has great influence— I am certain 





child or at least the child to be brought and wanted another 
Negro told to come home. 


69 
Endorsed by A. F. Pugh March 10, 1863, but a slightly 
earller date would fit much better with his diary account 
of his movements, 
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1t is he and Cousins who have bribed William Russel{]] 
from the Rrulé(?] to remain, I told Tripler the other 
day I beard he had bribed William he denies it emfat- 
Aealy [stc] very mch nottled. for fenr of his doing 
you harme [ste] I will settle 1t between us before I 
lenve so if be sees you you mist pretend you think the 
negroes are so demoralized and did not want to com, 
you must wink at it all for you cannot help yourself: ... 
Y wish you would come up here on Sunday on the enrs [2] 
thero aro nono of your negroes hero so you will see no 
ono but me I sam so lonesome do come I am so anxious 
to see you. [70] 


The recovery of the Negroes in Tripler's clutches, if 
accomplished, was not recorded. Information about small num- 
bers of Pugh Negroes continued to filter in during April, 
1863, and Franklin made some efforts to round them up./7 In 
the course of time enough Negroes were secured to give most 
of the plantations directed by A. Franklin Pugh ample working 
forces of about the same size as the former slave forces. and 


composed to a large extent of the same Negroes. 


TO 
The letter is neither dated nor endorsed. 


Lema B, Stampley, Parish of St. Bernard, to Pugh, April 7 
and 26, 1865; John J. Salter, [Deputy Provost Marshal], Race- 
Jand, to Purh, April 17, 1863; W. R. Bell, New Orleans, per 
William Toylor, to John Lyall, April 20, 1863; Bradish John- 
son, New Orleans, to Captain Silvo, Provost Marshal, Pleque- 
mines, April 25, 1863; A. F. Pugh, diary, April 24, 1863. 


iio eee ware about 160 Negroes on New Hope in June, 1863. 
Diory, July @, 1865; B. A. Johnson, New Hope, to A. F. Pugh, 
dune “9, 1865. In Decomber, 1864, Augustin had about 250 and 
Woshmell about 100. Soma part of the hands on Aueustin and 
Waittmoll warg “stranze" Nevroes brought there OV eer, ala. 
Smith, Diary, duly 7, 1863; Susan V. Purch, [Bellevue], to 
A, FF, Pugh, endorsed February, 1864. Boatner, by contrast 


with New Hope, Ausnstin and Whitmell, was short of hands in 
the fall of 186%, Diary, November 2, 1863; Joseph Dalferes, 
Asanmption, to Mra. Ellen M. Pugh, October 10 and November 10, 


126%, This may have been partly owing to the fact that the 
Boatner slave force of about 90 had never been adequate to the 
size of the plentation,’ 
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Tho efforts to collect Negroes were paralleled by efforts 
to collect mules and carts. The process was slow and piece- 
meal, but by summer aie Hope and probably Boatner had enough 
for current needs, and Dr. B. F. Smith, the lessee, had made 
up the doficiencies on Augustin, Whitmell, and Hiphiana. > 

Willinm W. Puch's experience in "picking up the pieces" 
wo3 similar to that of his cousin Franklin. He had the 
rndvantage of sounder financial condition, and he received 
more attention from the Federal authorities because of his 
former prominence in state politics. William, like Frenklin, 


spent mich of the early part of 1863 in New Orleans. Between 


spr this subject see diary, January 23-25, March 18-24, 
April 17-18, May 6, 1863; Foley, Avery & Co. to A. F. Puch, 
Jemisry 9, 1863; Mrs. Frances E. Sprague to Acnt. Purch, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1863; Ellon M. Pugh to A. F. Puch, February 10 and 
18, 1863; P. A. Beclmel, St. Jean Baptiste Parish, to A. F. 
Pach, March 21, 18635; B. A. Johnson, New Hope, to A. Pog rurch, 
May 7, 1865. 

Pugh secured from Lt. H. F. Stuart, Provost Judge, Parish 
of Assumption, March 21, 1863, a permit "to recover his milos 
wherever found, provided not in the employ of the U. S. Gov- 
ernment—" 

There were 35 "old Plantation mles" on Augustin and 11 on 
Whitmell at the end of March, 1863. Sam Dwyre [1. e., Dwyer] 
by J. Winn, Aueustin Place, to Mrs. Pew (Mrs, George Puch], 
March 20, {1863]. The phrase "old Plantation mes" probably 
meant miles not furnished by Smith. It may also indicate 
that a cood many of prewar vintage were becoming superannu~ 
pted., The war hed curtailed or prevented normal replace- 
menta in’ 1861 and 1862. When taking mules the Negroes and 
tha Federal authorities had no doubt made off with the best, 
leaving culls behind, That Smith carried out his arreement 
to furniah miles 4s shown by the fact thst there were 40 or 
more on Whitme)1] tn July, 1863. Diary, July 7, 1865. 

A normal working complement of mules was 5 to 7 per 100 
neres of Improved land, In 1860 the complements had beens: 
Aueuatin, 80; Whitmoll, 34; Highland, 47 (up from 28 the pre- 
ceding year); Naw Hope, 49; and Boatner, 36. Eighth Census, 
1869, Schedule 4, Arriculture, M3 returns for Assumption and 
Lafourche Parishos, 
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Janneary 14 end April 4 he was there on five visits of about 


T4 
e week each. The first trip yielded a pass from Banks him- 


self for Pugh to travel between Woodlawn and New Orleans, !° 


and during the second trip Pugh was appointed by the Military 
Governor of Lonistana to be one of the police jurors for 

vy 
Assumption Parish. : In the course of February, March, end 


April groups of Woodlawn Negroes came home, mules were pro- 


7 


cured for the plentation, and supplies laid ies William W. 


he Vie F, Purh, diary, January 14, 21, 26, 29, February 15, 


24, March 28, April 4; A. F. Pugh, diary, February 16, March 
4, 1863. 

795 
Pras on Banksats official letterhead, signed by him, drted 
January 17, 1865. Persons without such a pass from the com- 
manding goneral-e. g., Franklin Pugh-had to procure from the 
parish provost marshal a pass for’each round trip. 


erate of Louisiana, ‘Executive Department, New Orlecnns, 
General Ordors No. 4, January 28, 1863, by Brig. Gon. G. F. 
Shepley, Military Governor. This broadside order is one of 
a set of Shenley's General Orders Nos. 1-39, January 21-Dec- 
ember 24, 1863, bound as a pamphlet in the Library of the 
Univorsaity of Texas. 


ee BP. tigi diary i (February pl! 22,)Merchel, 5,\ 9, Apnild 
tee locS. 

Tha numbers of Negroes on W. W. Pugh's plantations during 
the war can be told only approximately. The working force on 
Woodlawn was perhaps below the antebellum level. In 1860 the 
Woodlawn force of 161 tnceluded 46 mon and 37 women ared twonty 
to fifty years. In April-June, 1863, clothing was issued to 
somo 30 women and 12 mon; in the fall of 1863, the issue 
exteniel to some 26 mon and 32 women. Purh & Flowers's Texana 
Plantation hed itn 1260 a force of 60 Nerroes including 14 men 
and 19 women nced twonty to fifty. Clothing issues to about 
1? men and 9 woman jn April, Tc sceasandislo wan Baresi, ROME 
November-Decembor, 1863, indicated that the working force was 
apnroxyimataly the same size in 18635 as 1t had been in 1860. 
The clothing saves are show in"Memorandum Book No. 25 in 
We W, Puch Papers. 


Some few Nexro men returned to the plantations only to go 
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Puch was able to continue operating Woodlawn and his partner- 
ship plantations in 1963. 

hn Wren et through Atie’tpheavad or 1862219863 4n 
sunri singly 00d financial condition. Between February 10 

and June 4, 1865, he sold 92 hog sheads of suger and 527 bar- 
rels of molasses for about $15,500. From April to September 
he paid insurance on 182 hogsheads of sugar in warehouse. 
Whether the sugar was tied up by the Sequestration Commission, 
or whether, as was more likely, Pugh held for a rise, the out- 
come was most fortunate. Sugar went up, and the net proceeds 
of sale on October 13, 1863, were a whopping $19,275.32. Tho 
total credits to Pugh's Woodlawn account with P. H. Foley 
(formerly Foley, Avery & Co.) from February to October, 18635, 
were more than $38,000. This income enabled him to meet his 
obligations and still have a credit balance with P. H. Foley 
of $11,430.80 on November 9, 1863. .° 

The condition of W. H. Pugh & Co. was much sadder. Very 

little of the crop of 1862-1863 had been saved, and A. Frank- 
lin Pugh had only a few thousand dollars at his disposal for 


ee ee ee ee 


Grr apa e WP Pugh) diery April. 2,- 1865 9°A. F. Pugh, 
wary, May 19, 1863. : 


[isa We. Puch in account current with P. H. Foley, state- 
ment of Novembar 29, 3°6%, This is the Woodlawn account and 
doos not cover Prert's smaller partnership plantations. 

Pugh 3t111 owo) his cousin Mrs. Mary P. Ballard (a daughter 
of Mrs. Thomann Puch) $12,358.72 bearing interest at 10% from 


JYB6R for money ortrinally borrowed in 1857 or before. The 
obligation was paid in 1864. "Bills Payable—Bills Receiv- 
able", W. W. Puch Papers. 
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meatine the company's obligations. He managed in somo fash- 
Joan to wipe clean tho slate with the company's commission 
merchants, Foley, Avery & ee Accounts for operating expenses 
since the early part of 1862 were variously met by cash in 
full or promissory notes or part payments plus promissory 
notes for the balnnces. The notes discounted through Foley, 
Avory & Co. totalling $33,500 and due in May, 1862-March, 
1863, wont unpaid. Token payments ranging from $20 to $500 
wera made on the other notes—total principal about $87,500~ 
outstanding aratnst the aha The prospect for escape from 
this insolvency was black indeed, The lease to Dr. B. F. 
Smith would put the plantations back in working condition, 
but in money it would yield only $6,000, less than the inter- 
est accruing on W, H. Pugh & Co.'s obligations during the per- 
lod of the lease, The only hope for the long pull was that 
the plantations would return to something like their normal 
earning power in 1864 and the years following. 

Plantation operations got under way behind schedule in 
1863 and proceeded rather slowly. The recent violent disrup- 
tion made this inevitable. The chief question of the year 


wos how the Nozroes would work. Dr. B. F. Smith's manager 


eee 





79 
In tho stataments of account current for Augustin and 
for Whitmel]l, Aurust 351, 1862, W. H. Purch & Co. owed Foley, 
Avary & Co. about £190,000. The balances were not carried 

forward in the next statements of account. 

AN 
‘Notas, recoipts, Invosces, and statements of account in 
See ru ne repers. For the financial affairs of W. H. Pugh & 
Co. in 161 and 1862 see above, pp. 87-88, 114-115. 
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on Augustin, Sam Dwyer, wrote Franklin Pugh March 21, 18653: 


---.-wel the nigers are adoning as wol as the did 
under the oll Sistem oneley when it Com to jobe 
work you Cant Shuve them as fast as the mit Gow 
but tho dou Sow much Better then i Expec I mus 
 Confest that 1 am Satisfided I think that I will 
make sevon hundred hoghed of Shuger & sum Coten 
one hundred Bales. & for the youthor placos 
(Whitmell and Highland] i think that I will make 
six hundred sow nouthen moor at present time (81) 


B. A. Johnson, longtime overseer on New Hope, wrote May 7, 1865: 
"The hands are working tolerable well now— I am obliged to 
give them Saturday afternoon as it is the Custom of the 


neighborhood— William W. Pugh wrote of Woodlawn; 


So far the men on my plantation have done well con- 

sidering the demoralization which they have under- 

gone—but ... [I cannot] say the same thing for the 

women--they are idle, impudent, lose a great deal of 

time by feigning siclmess, and some refuse field 

work entirely— [85] 

Something of the methods and expectations of Dr. B. F. 
Smith, lessee of Augustin, Whitmell, and Highland, was set 
forth in two circulars, one addressed "To Capitalists" and 


one "To Cotton and Sugar Planters". To capitalists Smith 





ita Duyre [sic] by J. Z. Winn, Augustin Place, to A. F. 
Push, April 12, 1863: "Since you have been here I have lost 
1 child and one old woman with a wooden leg but otherwise we 
are gotting alone very well." 


8% 


> 
‘Yo A. F. Pugh. Cf. A. F. Pugh, diary, April 10, 1865. 


SoD part of a letter to Capt. C. W. Rudyard, undated (about 
June-August, 1863). The difference in behavior between men 
and women became a commonplace in 1864 and remained as a more 
or less permanent characteristic of free Negro plantation 
labor. 
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announced that the "present state of things in Louisiana 


presents an extraordinary opportunity for investment". 


Because so many sugar estates were idle, he hed been able 


to rent from the owners, three plantations {Augustin, 
Whitmell, Highland] for less than one per cent. of 
the value of the lands and machinery, which are now 
in successful operation, and fully stocked with 
negroes, mules, and supplies sufficient for the 
Browing crop. 


On these estates there will be cultivated fifteen 
Hundred acres in Cane, five hundred in Cotton, and 
five hundred in Gorn, In favorable seasons these 
lends produce from 2,000 to 3,000 pounds of Sugar 
per acro, and a bale of Cotton. [84] The cash expenses 
will not exceed fifteen thousand dollers, which will 
carry the crop to grinding. The balance of the 
expenses, amounting to about $40,000 00, are paid out 
of the crop. These figures show that one-eighth of 
a crop will pay expenses, and one-half a crop, at 
present prices, will pay ten dollars to one actually 
invested, or four to one on the entire expense. [85] 





ca bie Lafourche was ill-suited to to cotton, but prices of 
60 and 70 cents a pound led to its re-introduction. A. ES 
Pugh considered planting it in 1863. Foley, Avery & Co. 
wrote him January 20, 1863 that there were three varieties 
of seed for sale in New Orleans, "viz the Johnston raised 
in Arkensns, the Dixon raised in Georgia & the Honduras 
acclimated in Hinds County Miss., all of the Crop Ofeibol™ 
in 5 bushel bags & costing $10, $15, & $12.50 respectively 
per bag." There is no indication that cotton was actually 
planted on Boatner or New Hope in 1863, but Pugh tried it on 


all the plantations he directed in 1864. 


a 


oS a SO eclimates of returns were fantastically ten. 
The purpose of the circular was to secure loans of $500 and 
upward in order that he might extend his operations, "by rent- 
ins plantations end cultivating Cotton, which may be planted. 
until the Ist of May, or by furnishing mles and supplies to 
planters, who will cultivate the crop on shares", Smith pro- 
poned to divide the profits equally between himself and those 
making loans. "She probable expenses and results of working 
a Cotton plantation are as follows; 

PiiteoreCour mmndirod. acres, 65 00% ws. soe 6 $2,000 

Mere vetisee ont 150-00 each.....cscccscusc 4,500 


ol 





: cw mo _ a L 


“tid eunuAl oad tale dd e 
lo . anes teq. ono. nest seol { 201 bitnLt 
nod one sdotde .Vronttoan’ b _ebnal end 

Aditw | Noode vile? baa Hobs eqo" Luter 

f te stofiliva sellaqaque bre Bere mt 5 

-qom ; 











; aT? 
aot WO 







~~) ee 
= 


os 
Lw eters Siatjes onred?s no- by 
vi ind mf neroe bettie 
TIO) Tl borin ov it 

1? souhboaqee baad 

in ,O19R t0q 

form Ifte 


‘roo 





~269- 


The only doubt Smith saw in the golden prospect wA8 
"whether continuous labor can be secured." About this he was 


persuasively optimistic. 


All parties admit that half labor can be depended on. 
Should this be the case, even, it will require but one 
hundred and fifty dollars in labor to make five hogs- 
heads of Sugar or ten bales [of] Cotton. 


I differ in opinion with the rest of the world, how- 
ever, inasmuch as I have several hundred negroes work- 
ing @s well as they ever did, according to the judgment 
of overseers who have the reputation of being the hard- 
est workers in the State. [86] 


Further, the negroes voluntarily return to their 
homes and bind themselves to faithfully obey the rules 
of the plantatim for one year; andwe have the Commanding 
General's assurance that they shall work, either on my 
places on the terms proposed, or on Government forti- 
fications rithout pry. Besides, the negroes cannot 
travol a mile without a pass, and cannot hire themselves 
to others without my consent. And, lastly, they have 
no desire to undergo the hardships of the last few mmths, 
Liberty to starve in idleness, they have found to their 
sorrow, is less productive of happiness than liberty to 
work for a sure support for themselves and children. 
Hence, to expe] them from the place for laziness, insub- 
erdination, or any other cause, would, in my opinion, be 
the severest punishment that could be inflicted. 


The Negroes on Augustin, Whitmell, and Highland were 





working under an elaborate set of "Rules and Regulations" of 


Hire and supplies of 50 hands, $125 00 each.. 6,250 00 
SUNGTIAHEL 266A Wk ah enh bed be 62S 00%. 4,000 00 
$16,750 00 

"Of this amount but $8 000 00 in cash will be required, one- 
half of which will be invested in mules. A fair average crop 
will be one bale por acre, and at present prices, will return 
twenty dollars for ono invested, or ten to one on the actual 
expenses, leaving a lerge margin for short crops, low prices, 
and other contingencies." 


eT 1s a little curious that one of the blessings Federal 


occupation brought the Negro should be an employer who bragged 
about his overseers as Simon Legrees, 
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which Smith was obviously very proud. 


ist —We agree to work on this Plantation for one 
year, and to do such a day's work as was done 
in former years. 


2d. —We will obey the manager in all things, and 
assist him to enforce these Rules against all 
offenders, 


Sd. —Lost time will be deducted. Lazy work will 
“cause a deduction of wages. Tasks will be 
‘given when possible. 


4th.—We will go to work at day-light, and will work 
until dark, taking the usual number of hours 
for meals. For being too late at getting out, 
ten minutes after the last tap of the bell, a 
fine of ten cents. Habitual laziness, stealing, 
quarrelling, or breaking any other Rule, expul- 
sion from the place, with loss of all back wages 
to the hospital fund. All fines go to this fund. 


5th.—All hands will be in their cabins at the last 
tap of the bell, and to remain there till the 
first bell in the morning, under a fine of ten 
cents for each offence, 


6th.—The wages are one dollar per month for women 
and boys; two dollars for field hands, and three 
dollars for mechanics—or one-twentieth of the 
crop; with clothing and rations usually furnished. 


7th.—Each hand will be responsible for loss or damage 
to Stock, Tools, or other property. Striking a 
mule on the head, a fine of 25 cents. The hand 
who takes his mules through the season in the 
best order will be entitled to $25 00; the sec- 
ond best, $15 00; the third best, $10 00; and 
three prizes of $5 OO each. 


8th.—Each family will be allowed half an acre for a 
garden, 


9th —No Liquor will be sold or brought on the place 
’ by any one, under a fine of one dollar for the 
first offense. Liquor will be kept in the Hos- 
pital, and sold for the general fund. 


10th.—No one will leave the place without a written Pass. 
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lilth.—We will appear in clean clothes on every Sunday 
morning—fine, ten cents, | 


leth.—All disputes among ourselves will be brought 
before the manager, whose decisions we will 
abide by. , 


1$th.—During erinding we will make our usual watch, 
being entitled to ten cents each night, and 
fifty cents for each Sunday's work. 


14th -If over five hogsheads of Sugar are raised to 
each hand, the proprietor will divide five dol- 
lars for each horshead over that number, The 
hand who has the groatest number of credit 
marks and the fewest number of bad marks, will 
be entitled to the highest prize ($25 0O,) with 
five prizes of $15 00 each, twenty of $10 00. 
and the balance will be divided equally among 
the hands. 


To demonstrate that the powers that be were on his side, 
Smith printed a letter of March 9, 1865, from Lieut. George 
H. Hanks, General Superintendent of Negro Labor, 


Sir-By authority of the General Commanding, I will 
visit the Plantations under your charge as frequently 
as possible. I will take good care, so long as you 
observe your part of the contract, that the Negroes 
shall render faithful obedience and labor during the 
year, They will not be allowed to leave the place or 


hire to others. 


If they violate their agreement, I will place them 
on Government works, without pay, or subject them to 
some other sslutary punishment. I highly approve the 
above Rules, and being personally familiar with your 
practical success in working a large number of hands, 
I am lead to believe that you will certainly be able 
to msintain order and secure faithful labor, with but 
little interference of the Military authorities. 


Be assured however that justice to the blacks, as 
woll as to the employer, will lead me to use strong 
maasures to enforce labor, as also to protect the 
laborers. [88] 





eeonath ts two circulars are in A, F, Pugh Papers. They 
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The story of Albemerle Plantation in the months from 
October, 1862, to June, 1865, reflected the restless and 
individualistic bent of its owner. The plantation was aban- 
Goned at the time of the Federal invasion. Martin returned 
a few dnys later, remained two weeks, and then made his way 
outside the Federal lines to Alexandria. (Above, pp. 196, 
c27.) He succecded in getting payment of the selaries owing 
to him and to R. C., Jr.,:as militia officers. About Decem- 
ber G, 1862, he left Alexandria for Mansfield. He was in 
Mansfield by December 10 but was already planning to return 
to Alexandria, where he thought of engaging in rum manufac- 
ture, He was also talking about settling in Texas as William 


Littlejohn and other refugees were doing. He was back in 


obviously date March, 1863. That "To Capitalists" is a 4 page 
broadsheet, that "To Cotton and Sugar Planters", a broadside. 
The "Rules and Regulations" for labor and the letter from 
Hanks are printed in both circulars. 

The same "Rules and Regulations" were printed by J. D. B. 

De Bow from a newspaper cutting as an addition to the entry for 
April 23, 1863, in his "Journal of the War", De Bow's Review, 
XXXIV (February, 1867), 200-01. The rules clearly were not, as 
introductory remarks quoted by De Bow imply, officlally"promul- 
ented for the government of employers and employed". But the 
rujes may not have been original with Smith; framing rules was a 
favorite sport among those who dealt with Negro labor in 1863-65. 
rmith's messare to planters read as follows: : 

"T wish to rert, or work on joint account, one or two Plan- 
tattens; To ern rurply any defictency of labor, miles and sup- 
plies. TowiltT untertele at my own risk to secure order and 
such continwevng Jehor ag will ensure a cron. 

"T have partten eneneed in collecting noerroes, miles and 
enarts halancine toa the Plantations I am now workine (Anrustin, 
Whitmell, Wrehlend], who will be instructed to assist other 
Planters who furntsh a list of thetr lost property. 

do owh§1) also hire able-bodied negroes on Government terms, 
and wish to hire or purchase one hundred miles; also, to pure 
chase a Circular Saw Mill and wood sawing Machine." 
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Alexandria December 16. He secured on December 21 permission 
from General Richard Taylor's headquarters "to pass within 
the enemy's lines on private business connected with his 
property in that section and to return." Next day he set 

out for the idwos Teche with the intention of returning to 
Albemarle if he could hear of any change in Federal policy. 
His children were very much opposed to this venture because 
they thought 1t could do no good and feared that Martin might 
find himself compelled to take the oath of allegiance. They 
preferred losing all the family property to Martin's taking 
the oath. Martin had no intention of taking the oath, but 

he was no more disposed to take advice. Butler's superces- 
sion by Banks provided the change in Federal policy Martin 
was hoping for. He left the Teche about December 28, 1862, 


passed the lines, and dined with A. Franklin Pugh at Boatner 


on January 3, 1B63%°" 


oy. F, Pugh, diary, January 5, 1865. The above paragraph 
is based on the following letters in Martin Papers; R. C. Mar- 
tin, Jr., to wife, Mansfield, December 18, 1862; R. C. Martin, 
Jen, LOR. C. Martin, [Alexandria], December’19, 1862; E. Sur- 
pet, A. A. G. (Teylor), Headquarters, District of Western 
LouSsiana, te Brig. Gen. Mouton, Commanding Forces South of 
Red River, Docember 21, 1862 (order to grant pass), and, on 
nene sheot, pass dated Hendquarters Forces South of Red River, 
New Iberia, December 27, 1862, signed A. J. Watt, A. A. A. G. 
(Mouton); R. CC, Martin, Jr., to wife, December 20-21, 1862; 
RY Gy Martin, Jr., to R.°C. Martin, "fAlexandria], December 25, 
iG: Thowas P. Martin, Stete Seminary, [Alexandria], to R. C. 
Martin, Janunry 2, 1863; Rk. C. Martin, Jr., to wife, Janvary 
2-3, 1863; W. W. Martin to Maggie C. Martin (Mrs. R. C. Mar- 
tines. January oS, 1862°[(1865): WwW .4AW. Martin tocR? Co Mar- 
tin, January 7, 1862 (1863); R. C. Martin, Jr., to wife, Jan- 
uary 10, 1863; same to same, January 11, 1865; Magpie C. Martin, 
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Martin's status on Lafourche was that of a paroled pris- 
oner of war. Nevertheless, the Federal authorities allowod 
him to tala possession of his plantation and to attempt to 
operate it. The attempt was attended with Grave handicaps. 
As a diuleyal person Martin presumably could not travel 
away from the plantation, nor buy supplies in the open mare 
ket, nor secure the assistance of the authorities in gather- 
ing Negroes and mules, nor obtain protection against seiz- 
ures. Some of these handicaps he managed to overcome. 
Nearly Bacar the Albemarle Negroes were back on the planta- 


90 
tion by early March, 1863. Martin obtained supplies 


Mansfield, to R. GC. Martin, January 18, 1863; R. C. Martin, 
Pires vOmwinecmaJanuaryecOs LE6SsaRseCs Martinj.Jr:, torwR..C. 
Martin, Jsounrry cf, 1865; R. C. Martin, Jr., to wife, Jan- 
uary S31, Jece. The letters from R. C. Martin, Jr., and W. W. 
Martin were all written at or near Vicksburg. 


SAROI ey? Avery & Co. to R. C. Martin, Assumption, per W. 
W. Pugh, March 6, 1863; "We are pleased to learn {apparently 
from a letter of February 27] that your negroes are return- 
ing, & trust thot they will behave themselves properly." 

In 1860 the Albemarle slave force had numbered 91. A list 
of "Nagroes of Robt G Martin on his plantation on the 3X to 
31' March 1865" (in Martin's hand) shows 17 men and 16 women 
forming 16 families with 36 children, altogether 69 Negroes, 
Two of these won ren off March 7-8, and one whole family ran 
off April 1. Qne man not included in the above count retuned 
on the night of April 1 "and left at daylight on morning" 
April 2. A woman and child returned April 8, 1863. Two men 
not Jncluded in the above count are listed in such fashion 
that it is impoasible to tell whether thoy wore simply "Not 


at home on 3 March" or returned home between March 3 and 


Marel oO. 

Several of the Albemarle Negroes had gone with R. C. Martin, 
Jrs;) and his wife to Mansfield, La. Mosele CG. Martin, Mans- 
Ciel, thendie+G. Uortin, Januarye18, 2865., Alt except eight of 
the others had returned to the plantation before Martin made 
hia sacond dopartursa in November, 1862 (above, p. 227). There 
js nothing to Indicate how many had gone off again during 


Martin'a absenca, 


yam 
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through his brother-in-law and neighbor, William W. Baehe 


In one instance at least he got the use of mules from a man 


92 k 
whose own land was overflowed. He sold some sugar. 


Perhaps he misht have kant going had not the Federal author- 
{ties found ve too mich of an unrepentant rebel. His sins, 
na sat forth by tho provost marshal, were heinous at the 
time, but a later generation might think some of them funnier 
than most intentional comedy. 


T, C. W. Rudyard, Provost Marshal of Assumption Par- 
ish-as a part of my duty—doth [sic] charge that R. C. 
Martin, of the aforesaid Parish, who having signed the 


aA 


tin, January-.uno, 18635, In Martin Papers there i3 a state- 
mont "R, C. Martin to W. W. Pugh, DP" dating January-February, 
1963, that duplicetes part of the’ account in Pugh's Lodror 

No. 2 (W, W. Pugh Papers). 

~ Martin obtained at least one shipment of supplies (10 bbls. 
of choice mess pork and 1 tierce of hams) direct from Now 
Orleans. Invoice in the form of a "Memo for Genl Mertin", 
March 16, 1863, signed N. J. Pegram, and recaipted bill from 
Stoamer Southerner, March 20, 1863, The “Memo” seems designed 


to keap Martin's neme from appearing in the purchase, but the 
freight bill is made out to him. 


Weevrect « wLodgorano.sepep. l2eé, account with R.-G. Mar~ 


"pleasa deliver to bearer two of my mules. the [stc] water 
having receded from my land, I am obliged to go to plowing 
immediately." Gentile was one of the leading lawyers of the 


parish. 


oP 
Wolay, Avary & Co. to R. G. Martin, March 6, 1865, refers 


to "kha commtanton on (the sale of] your crop", On February 
24 Me. Tombory (or Tambourse) had deposited with Foley, Avery 


fee Baa 6 Sy of which #2,429.16 wan credited to R. C, Nar- 
hin andl #2.099 to W. W. Pugh. Foley, Avary & Co, to R. CG. 
Martin, Pebruary 23, 1263, with recetpt of samo date, Martin 
Paporas W, W. Pugh in account current with P, H. Foley, state- 
mont of Novembor 6, 1863, W, W. Pugh Papers. The payment by 


Tambourée was probably for sugar. 
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contract with the ntted States authorities, as 
Approved by Gen. Banks, for tho workine of hia 

norrocs, bath not, on his part, fulfilled hin port 

“Of “setd “contract, to wit: 1° He has naver takon or 
subscribed the Oath required by Gen. Orders No, ae 

22 snd further, sinee he signed said contrart. he has 
himself, and alro allowed his Overseer to Inhumenly 
treet his nerroos, by whipping them tn on inhimoen men- 
ner, 39 nlao ho 43 charged with being disloynl to the 
Government of the United States by not allowtne his 
nesroad ta woar eny clothing they recaived from ao) - 
ders of the Union Army—he has burnt a Cap which a hoy 
of his worse home, saying at the seme time that no noprro 
of his should wear any damned yankee Cap, since which 
time the anid boy has had no Cap to waar: 42 and fur- 
ther he will not allow one of his nerroes to po from 
his plantation at no time; 52 he has one nexro man who 
has a davehter, on the Bayou, about one mile from the 
negro quarter, on same plantation, and this nagro hns 
not been allawad to see his child for over two months. 
62 The Overseor has been armed with a revolver (pistol) 
and thraatened to shoot any negro thet micht be found 
out of his eebin after dark, 

7 Mr. Martin has also told his negroes if they did 
not obey his overseer's orders, that he would hnve 
them shot down like dogs. 

A? When Mr, Martin £s on the plantation he uses 
lansunes disloyal to the Government of tho United 
States, to wit; God damned the yankses they cnme here 
and stola you away, and now you come back when sick 
for me to support you. 

92 And further, there are negroes on said plantation 
which wns abducted away from the United States anthor- 
ities by the Overseer of said plantation. Wherefore 
R. G. Martin, & his Overseer is hereby required to 
appef[a]r and answer to the above charges at Napoleon- 
ville Court House on this the ae day of May 1863- 


Records of further proceedings in the case arainast Martin 
andj oversser ware not preserved by Martin, but the Lafourche 
became too hot for him. About June 7, 1863, he left for 
Alexandria. On June 16, 1862, Williem W. Pugh sent out of 


the Federal lines a suarded letter describing events since 


Martin's departure, The letter made it plain that Martin had 
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domelweld ‘to Peaeveewhan he did; and it contained hints that 
other objectionable Planters were being cleaned out of the 


parish, 


--- On Thursday last T presented a answer to. 

& rapoated y” mesanpo-after a little hesitation ha 
atated that he hna Shewn the papers durine his lest 
vwiatt to & thnt he had been Jirected to send you 
tOfme. unless you should take the Oath. A larce nom- 
ber of negroes ware put on y: Place the next day, [94] 
& Gros [probably the overseer] abdicated yesterdny 
mornin, R (dovhtlesa Rudyard, the provost marshal] 
showod mo nan lint of sundries removad by (1. e., from] 
the promises... He said he did not know if I should 
ba reanired to return the corn, but might be held 
respeonsihle for it. The contrabandsa [Negroes] intro- 
ducad tn the nolrhbourhood are dying very rapidly, as 
many ag five per diem at yf place & as many at the 
othor places, [95] MT haa returned from N, 0, {New 
Orleans), but I do not lmow what success he had—none 

I prosume es negroes have been sent to his place— ...,. 
My boarnlers have bacome nervous on the subject of the 
eccumiiation of contrabands in this vicinity and will 
leave for their old residence in a few SU ea 

Some people sre still nervous on the subject of eue[r]- 
rf{llas, and the nerroes profess to be mich afraid of 
thetr visitation aa they have heard some hard stories 
of their acts toward their brethern in the Attacapas, 
coos [96] 








het Martin Peners fs an order of G, R, Hanks, Lieutenant 
ant Gonearal Srpertntandont of Negro Labor, by H. Milne, Lieu- 
tenant and Asatatant Superintendent, Donaldsonville, Ln., 
Juno 16, 1263, to "Mr whites "yoy will take all the Negros 
(siel yon Can find gn Che City or Donaldsonville, and pro- 
ceed to the Gen] Martain [ate] Plantation ... and take pos- 
tasatvon of satd place, and all property thereon", 


1 F) 


whhs, Influx of "eontrabandis" probably cams from the Teche, 
Phenea some 6,000 Nerroas had been brought into Brashear City 
Moy 28. 18963. DO LOWS Del 

6 

| Unetienad lattar, tn Martin Papers, dated July 1659. 863% 
nIdreased "Heap Sirf, Tbe contents (much of which is not 
mooted hare) show conclustvely that the letter was from Pugh 
to Martin, and that the date was June 16, not July 16. 
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William W. Purch wrote with his customary equanimity, but 
he and his wife were even then suffering grave anxiety for 
their two young sons, Welman Francis (o. October 20, 1847) 
and Edward Nicholls (b. August 31, 1849), who had run off to 
join the Confederate Army. This event had been in the moking 
a long time. When the war first began the boys, then ared 
eleven and thirteen years, had amised themselves with playing 
soldier. In Septemier and October, 1862, they organized the 
boys of the Woodlawn neighborhood into a company, first con- 
coived as the Light-Poot Chargers (cavalry), but converted 
into the Lofton Guards (anraneryye The Lofton Guards expired 
with Federal invasion, but the boys soon began thinking about 
real soldiering. Welman made cryptic entries in his diary. 
January 15, 1863; "Went to see Frank Sims." January 16; "We 


have given over going for the present." But the others had 


ere ee eee ee ee we ew 


Se boys had seen two unclés and two cousins organize com- 
ponies, ent their mimicry was complete in all details—mster 
roll, mustering oath, accounts of equipment, "Rules for the 
rovernmant af this Comnany", camp, drill, written orders, and 
fine prasontation. Ned was captain, Welman first lieutenant, 
Atvsan Richéd, sacond lLeutenant, and Angus G. Littlejohn, 
Junior second lisutensnt. By the time a sergeant and a cor- 
poral bad been provided the supply of boys was running short; 
theres *ore only six or eight privates. "Journal of W. F. Push", 
Die -so eptember 15, 16, October 4, 7-9, 11, 13-14, 1862. 
The mister rall snd other documents are at DpP.a2l0, 212, 2)4- 
ds, 216, 218, 219, 224 of volume containing the diary of W. F. 
Mich, Qetober 26, 18628@-August 3, 1863. Othor relics of the 
company, endorsed Bh, N. Pugh, 1862, are brief but highflown 
addresses to "Ladten" and to "Fellow Soldiers" upon the accept- 
ance of a flag. Nal acknowledged that until their yerrs had 
JIncranard the boys would be unable to emulate the deeds of 
"our galinnt brothors, who but a few days since Christened a 
aim{lar pift on the battle field". 
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not given over goin: "F. Sims. A. Gauthreaux. I. Bourgeous 

ia'cl aged respectively 15- 15- 16. ran off to the war at 
298 

Vicksburg. On April 17 Welman "asked Mother to let me F,0 

off," A month later Welman and Ned ran off, leaving behind 

a letter heartrending in its natve efforts at consolation, 


Woodlawn May 1948 1863 


Dear Parents. 


You no doubt will be sup- 
rised at our ["my" crossed out] leaving but I have 
Just hesard some news which I have sworn to avence if 
9, At wlll be useless to come for us ["mo" crossed 
out] becnuse IT will be far away before this reaches 
you. J triet to persunda Ned not to mo but he would 
cama, my views are to join Uncle F. Nicholls, Denar 
Mother do not be uneasy about us, but pray to God to 
bring u3 back in safety if we are killed we will have 
the satisfaction of knowing that we did our duty, 
hoping that we will soon have peace and that we may all 
soon assemble again 


We remain your loving sons 
W. F & E. N. Pugh, 


Father I took some money out of the secretary about 
$20 ("$50" crossed out], hoping you will forive us. 
We will write the first chance, Woe ee rurh 
E. N. Pugh 
The boys went up to Fausse River, in Point Coupée Parish 
and opposite Port Hudson, which was then under Federal siege. 
Willinm W. Push learned where they were and sent efter them 


June 16, 1863. Two days later they started "for home rode 


ae eee 





OO ne es re ne erence = 


On 
~ Tha arrival of Ronrreots and Gauthresux in Port Hudson 


La montjoned in R, C, Martin, Jr., Near Vicksburg, to wife, 
Manaflold, January 18, 1963. It seems likely that Welman's 
dates are somowhat askew, 
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99 
80 miles in 16 hrs." They got back Just in time to enjoy 


a Confederate reconquest of the Lafourche Oatrict. 





W. F. Pugh, diary, June 18, 1863. The entries of May 
19-June 17 record the boys's adventures, but not in very 
intelligible fashion. 
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Chapter VI 


Confederate Interlude 


Poderel occnpnation of the Lafourche district was entirely 
secure for many months after Weitzel's conquest of October, 
$6Ge~6t tne Confederates held a fortified position at Bislond, 
on the Teche thirteen miles west of Berwick Bay, but were far 
too weak to attock, Banks was expected to eearete in con- 
junction with Grant to effect the reduction of Port Hudson 
end Vicksburg. To guard New Orleans against attack when his 
main force should be up river, Banks thought it necessary to 
disperse the poaeete rate forces on the Teche and west of the 
Atchafalaya. After much delay a Federal force of some 17,000 
FheHeRAA men moved out of Brashear City up the Teche in April, 
1865. General Richard Taylor's little force of 2,700 made a 
brief stand at Bisland and then retreated safely to Opelousas, 
whence the cavalry withdrew toward the Sabine and the infan- 
try to Natchitoches, Federal forces occupied Opelousas April 
29 and Alexnndria May 6. Banks thought the campaign very suc- 
eessful., In certain respects it was, but it failed through 
want of vigor and cavalry in the main strategic purpose of 
badly crippling Taylor's army. The Federnl army withdrew 
from Alexandria May 14, crossed the Mississippi May ©35, and 
invested Port Hudson, The siege of Port Hudson kept Ranks 


fully ocoupied until July 8. Army stores and much of the 


plunder of the Teche campaign had been left at Barré's Landing 
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on the Teche near Opelousas. This train, which included some 
5,000 contrabands, and stretched eight miles in PANT Wee with- 
drew under heavy escort down the Teche and crossed to Brashear 
City May 28. Confederate forces under Mouton and Brigodior 
General Thomas Green reoccupied the Teche. 
The vital Confederate need at this juncture was relicf 
for Vicksburg, invested by Grant. Taylor was promised for 
that purpose a division of 4,000 men under Major General J. a. 
Walker to bolster the 3,000 or 4,000 Taylor already had. Cer- 
tsin that Vicksburg could receive no benefit from Confederate 
operations directly across the River from the city, Taylor was 
confident, on the other hand, 
that, with Walker's force, Berwick's Bay could be 
captured, the Lafourche overrun, Banks's communication 
with New Orleans interrupted, and that city threatened. 
Its popnletion of two hundred thousand was bitterly 
hostile to Federal rule, and the appearence of a Con- 
federate force on the opposite bank of the river would 
raise such a storm as to bring General Banks from Port 
Hudson, the garrison of which could then unite with 
General Joseph Johnston in the rear of General Grant. [2] 
To seize the Lafourche, Taylor. conceived a daring plan. 
Col. James P. Major with perhaps a thousand men, largely ‘lexan 
| horse,” was ordered from Washington, La., across the Atchafa- 
Torrictel Records, ser. I, vol. XXVI, pt. I, 41. 
CLOT ielal Records, 


Re ee eT Se ee ae 


gy 
“NHaatrmetion ond Reconstruction, 138. 


eve ert el ell: 2140 8pt, 17, 110-11, 16-17. 


29s 
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a ee Dantreetion ond Reconstruction, 141-42, 145, implies 
that Major had only three small regiments of Texan horse num- 
boring 650, and says flatly that he head no artillery. But 


Major's roport, Coen lekecoras, ser, 1. vol, AXVI), pt. 1, 
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Inve. After aq demenstration Opposite Port Hudson, Major waar 
instructed by Taylor to march rapidly to Bayou Lafourche 
boJow Donaldsonville (by-passing the Federal farrison in the 
town), push down the Bayou to Thibodaux, and then Swine west 
along the railroad to bottle up the Federal &errisons at 
Bayou Boecuf and Brashear City. At the time appointed for 
Major's approach from the east, a Confederate force from 
Mouton's camp on the lower Teche would attack Brashear City. 
The scheme demanded speed and crisp execution. Major mst 
cover 176 miles through semi-hostile territory in four days 
to reach his position on schedule. The force from west of Ber- 
wick Bay must cross waters patrolled by a Federal gundoat and 
seize promptly a fortified town garrisoned by some 1,200 men. 
If either Confederate move faltered it would be Major and not 
his enemy who was trapped, 

This risky plan succeeded beautifully. Taylor, having 
gotten Major under way, hastened back across the Atchafalaya 
and down the Teche to Mouton's camp, where he arrived June 22. 
Meafor's matin force coming down from the north struck the 
uppevt Lafourche on June 20. An advance force under Col. Wal- 
ter Paye Lane captured Thibodaux on the same day. Next day 
Major undertook to feel out the Federal force at Lafourche 
Crossing Just below Thibodaux. The feeler developed into a 


OA LE OI = er Omer reonS eeewenem mean eneres 


PLT-WO, ahows that he started with some infantry which he 
mountad en route, and that he had more than one battery of 


artillery. 











Py eS 
: = al 


od =" — 
or? al , “TTF 
teow voelwe ned? brie . et gS 


7 
jo enoatitey [enehet edd gy 


cea 
so) betafoege oat? eff ZA «yet dsenegse © 


> 


; | 7 i” iin 
sto? etatsbelaed » ,teee odd moa? donosaqe Bia 


hot Mw Z 


2330 bisow edoet aewol edd ao qmes at noda ‘ 








tivoexe oelao bas beeqa bebnaned omontos ont 
id Oe 
ttsorelmoe davoids aelim BVI $e¥es 
no noliinogq atd donner oF 
a nBOtS jnom yah toate 
‘t a yliquotwq erics 
| 
yrebsetned tedgie Ti 
yrno rte eid 
: afriT 
: ev re tTIZOR 
inelT wa woh hus 
P ) s'vmli aM 
| ) 
: , ’ : joe 
7 
rf : < evr ee, ; 
fae? of vYootrohue talent 
set eit -anhodidT wofed taut adntesor? 
e vtinn ence délw betreta od and? awerin (O° -VIS 
restjad em ) etom bed ed jdedt Dre  .otvern ae Pa hitiens 


.vrelfiliaze 


-OD4- 


brisk but inconclusive engagement, Next evenine Mn jor 
feinted a nicht attack and set out for Bayou Boenf, where 
he arrived the afternoon of June 23. That morning an arseult 
Party of 325 men in skiffs from across Berwick Bay had reached 
the rear of Brashear City and captured the place from greatly 
superior forces almost without resistance.- The Federal 
troops at Bayou Boeuf, caught between Major and the main Con- 
federate force occupying Brashear City, surrendered June 24, 
The united Confederates compelled the Federal force at Lafour- 
che Crossing to withdraw to Raceleand June 24 and to New Orleens 
June 25, The whole of Lafourche except Donaldsonville at the 
heed of the Bnyou was in Confederate hands. 

The brief campaign yielded prizes out of all proportion 
to the ease of its accomplishment. About 2,000 prisoners 
were captured, and the booty from Brashear City alone included 
5,000 new rifles, a dozen heavy guns, and $2,000,000 worth of 
commissary and quartermaster stores. For the first time Tay- 
lor had supplies, "rand in such abundance as to serve for the 
Hed River campaign of 1864." The greater part of the Negroes 
end other plunder of Banks's Teche and Red River campaign of 


April-May parsed back into Confederate hands.° 


tee ee rr ee rete ee ee 


ae were 1.100 or 1,200 men in Breshenr City. Although 
many were sick or convelescent, the surrender was an admitted 
disprace to Fedoral nmns. A new conmander at the post had 
rarerted Jung 9, J865, that "T nave a mob, officered by 
figs 70 bebe Pee TL CcOrcs sar. le vol. AXVE opt. l .. 044. 
Q11-14, as 

i 

Bibid:, “ser. ©, vol. XXVI, pt, I, B10=liveeli-19, 214 9216-16. 
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The one serious tactical failure in the Confederate cam- 
petrn was an attack on Fort Butler at Donaldsonville. Tho 
attack, probnbly unnecessary, was badly executed and heroically 
resisted, The little Federal garrison of 180 men assisted by 
some 45 convalescents and three gunboats beat off 800 Confed- 
erates in a desperately fought contest lasting from 1 a. m. 
until daylight June 28. The garrison held the fort with only 
24 casualties; the Confederates withdrew after losing 40 
killed, 114 wounded, and 107 missing, or 261 casualties out 
of 800 men enraged. 

The attack on Donaldsonville, not ordered by Taylor, was 
Mee are to his main purpose of harrassing Banks's commuini- 
cation with New Orleans and threatening the City itself. Con- 
federate batteries were placed upon the Mississippi to fire 
on Federal boats, and an advance down the River from Boutte 
Station was SOPHIA. New Orleans, weakly defended, became 
greatly excited, though the River controlled by the Federal 
navy lay between the City and the Confederates. As late as 
duly 4 Taylor hoped that he might be able to launch an attack. 


"If eryopportunity, however slight, offers, I will throw 


i we ee ey ere 


Ppl OO) Tm14 pt, Il, 116; Taylor, Destruction and 
Reconstruction, 147-43. Major reported finding 1,000 Negroes 
fron St. Landry and Rapides at Bayou Govlna. He brovrht, off 
eniy the mon, He elao reported that there were 3,900 Nerroes 


nt, Bayou BRoonf, Traylor, referring probably to the same group, 
seid there were unwaml of 2 ,000. A good wenyof the 5,000 
Nerroas brovrht down tha Meche in May had undoubtedly “been 
put on various plantationrin the Lafourche district. Above, 


pper277, 282. 
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myaelf toto New Orlenns, and make every effort to hold it, 
Jeavine my cormunications to take care of thomselves."° But 
Welker's division, upon which Taylor had counted, did not 
Join Hin, end the time for action was too short in eny 
event. Vicksburg fell on July 4, and Port Hudson on July 8. 
Taylor's cempaign had been more than worthwhile for what he 
eaptured; but its mafor ot fat dtic purpose had failed. 

With the fall of Port Hudson, releasing Banks's army, 
Taylor recogni. zed phat his position in Lafourche became 
"extremely hazardous, and not to be justified on any military 
erounds His active force, exclusive of the garrison at 
Rerwick Bay, wes less than 4,000. Banks quickly poured two 
divisions, perhaps 10,000 men, into Donaldsonville. On July 
15 three Federal brigades advanced down Bayou Lafourche. A 
few miles below Donaldsonville they encountered Brig. Gen. 
Thomes Green's force of about 1,550 Confederates posted on 
either side of the Beyou. The main engacement took place on 
Kock's Plantation (Belle Alliance), and proved to be the most 
considerable aver fourht on Bayou Lafourche. Green had his 
revenre for the bloody repulse at Fort Butler. The Federal 


britrendes were driven back to Donaldsonville with a loss of 56 


Sorttetel Rercorda, ser .ul, pvolii TiVinepiiator ris: 


tt .-Gen., Ee Kirby Smith, who did not share Tnylor's enthu- 
sfnem for operattonsa in Lafourche, sent Walker back into the 
aran west of Vicksbure. 

"Thid., ser. I, vol. XXVI, pt. II, 11]. News of the fall of 
Port, Iindson was slow tn reaching the Confederates in Lafourche. 
Taylor probably did not know of it until July 13. 
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Peased, POF wounded, and 186 missing. Greon lost only some 
“! or 35 killed andj wounded. The victory did not mean fares 
Teylor could stay on Lafourche, but it gave him time to 
withdraw at leisure while the superior Federal force simply 
set in Donaldsonville waiting for him to G0. Taylor com- 
pleted the evacuntion of Brashear City July 21. The town 
wns reoccupied the next day by the Federal navy, and by the 
end of July the Lafourche district was again entirely in 
Federal hands.” 

A strange event coming about the end of July, 1863, was 
the return of most of the men who had left the Lafourche dis- 
trict to serve in the Confederate Army. More than half of 
the volunteer companies from the Lafourche district, and pro- 


bably all of the conscripts, were captured at Vicksburg, 


—_ <- ———ee 





orn most of the district there was an appreciable interval, 
perhaps two weeks, betwoen Confederate evacuation and Federal 
reoccupation, Cf. Hall, Twenty-Sixth Lovisiann Infantry, 100. 

The Lafourche cempaien of June 2O-duly 22, 1863, was in 
several respects exceptionally interesting, and the sources 
thereon are exceptionally good. The reports are in Official 
ROCOVAS HasOP inl govoOLSrXXVI pipts I, 46-62, 186-252, 582-84, 
91-14, and pt. TI, 110-11, 116-17; the Union correspondence 
ie in pt. IT, 567-6535, passim. Excellent surveys of military 


ee 


operations in Loutsinana January-July, 1863, by highly compe- 


~) 





tence att irors on tho opposing sides will be found in Taylor, 
Deakructlon ond Reconstruction, 118-47, and John C. Palfrey, 
Hort Ibuison™, In Tho Mississippi Valley, Tennosaen, doorgia, 
Alabama, 1261-1364 (Papors of the Military Historical Soclaty 
of Masanchisetis, vol. Vill, Boston, 1910), 21-53. Taylor's 


neemunt ta ‘Inrrely Cilratehand, Palfrey was na captain, United 
Stator Engineers, and served as chief engineer during the 
Jatter part of the seige of Port Hudson. His eccount of the 
Lafourche campaign 18 second-hand, 
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July 4, 1863. The officors and men were parolad and most of 
them chose to returm to their homes instend of entering 
parole camps to await exchange .+° The Federal authorities 
were gliad to encourage such disbanding and to allow the man 
to coma within the Federal lines. The hope was that the Con- 
federate comnands would have to be entirely reorganized after 
exchange, and that many of the men would never leave the Fed- 
eral lines to rejoin their commands. This proved to be the 
case. A "Paroled Camp" or "Camp of Reorganization" for the 
brigade that contained the bulk of the Lafourche district 
volunteers was established at Alexandria by November, 1863. 
But if did little good. James B, Martin, who was adjutant to 
the commander of the camp, wrote his father Novembor 18, 1863; 

As yet wo have done but little towards reorganizing, 

few having reported, The men & officors with few 

exceptions, have acted very badly, since being cap- 

: tured at Vicksburg, & it is probably owing to the 

Influence of the examples of the company officers 

that the men have or did go off without leave. 

Those who were furloushed, have as [a] general thing 

not raported, The companies in the Bricade from 

Lafourche & Lower La, will not I am afraid be 

reorren|zed before six months if ever. Our company, 

Y think will never be reorganized. Should we ever 


tala passeasaion of the country, we will get a good 
many consertpts out of there. [11] 


1) 
TUR ae C. Mortincand KR. C. Martin, Jr.; Demopolis, Ala., 
to R. CC. Mertin, (Alto, Cherokee County, Tex.J, September 18, 

R65; "brother James & myself are the only ones of my com- 


penwoon this atdea of the river all the others ara at home," 
CM. Hall, Iwenty-ixth Lonisiana Infantry, 99-101, 120. 


mata to same, Novembor 3, 1863, said that there was 
"tittle betnre dene here & but comparatively few of the paroled 
troops have reported." Same to same, November 12, 1863, said 
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Meat of the men were not exchanged until a year after their 
capture, and tt wos asking much that they should in the mean- 
time leave their Dears to spend months in a parole camp. 

After exchanso there was little excuse in honor but A preset 
denl in substance for not reporting. The Federal authorities 
noturally withheld permission to pass the lines, Sneakin 

out and making one's way to Red River was a risky and middy 
business, By the summer of 1864 the hope of “ies Confederacy 
was waning. The Federal hold on Lafourche was firm enough 
that a Confederate soldier who remained there was in little 
danrer of bein seized by the Confederate authorities. A poor 
man with depentents would have to be heroic indeed to return 
to the war leavine his family in dire straits and out of favor 
with the Federal authorities. In spite of these discourage - 
ments numbers of men made their way outside the Federal ies 
and reported for duty. But a great many—perhaps the great 
majority—who returned after the capture of Vicksburg remained 
on Lafourche for the duration of the war. 


ne = ee ee wre 


that "not the first preliminary for our exchange has been 


mada." All officers and men of the brigade had been furlorhed. 


Ea 
: iieereacoria of soldiers from the Lafourche district in 
Booth, foutirttounn Confedarate Soldiers, usually stop with July, 
1863. This means Jittle in the case of any given individual, 
for the mister rolls and other records of Confederate com- 
mands in the Trana-Mississippi, 1863-1865, are exceedingly 
defective. It 13, however, plain that a large proportion of 
those paroled at Vicksburg. saw no further service. 

Hall, Twenty-Gixth Louisiana Infantry, 101-27, passim, quite 


understandably emphasizes the zeal of tho men of that regiment, 
all volunteers in the first place, to return to duty, but on 
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R. C. Martin's sons were among those who stuck with duty. 
All four of them had been with the 26th Louisiana at Vicks- 
burg. Major W. W. Martin was killed by a sharpshooter June 
ea, 160. R. C. Martin, Jr., and James B. Martin were res- 
pectively first and second lieutenants of Company C. Thomas 
P, Martin, just turned seventeen, insisted on leaving the 
State Seminary at Alexandria and joining his brothers in 
April, 1863. After the surrender Thomas went to the Lafourche 
in search of his father, missing him by two days. Robert and 
James and Robert's wife, Maggie, who had been at Mobile, Ala., 
remained for a time east of the Mississippi. After Visiting 
relatives in North Carolina, they returned to Alabama and 
manased with much difficulty to cross the Mississippi to west- 
ern Louisiana in October, 1863. James became adjutant of the 
parole camp for his brigade at Alexandria. Robert was on fur- 
lough for a number of months. Thomas arrived in Alexandria 
Pon Lafourche in November, 1863. James and Robert spent part 
of 1864 in parole camp. In the fall of 1864 James remained 
with the regiment while Robert and Thomas qualified as lieu- 


tenants of ordnance. Robert was on duty in Jefferson, Texas, 


nn eee 


the whole his data do not bear out his tone. Hall himself was 
on Lafourche July, 1863-January, 1864, and east of the Misslis- 
sJppl February, 1964-April, 1865. He apparently had no know- 
ledee of the brisade perole camp at Alexandria in the fall of 
1068, Varlous company parole camps wero established in tho 
spring, of 1864, but none of the companies explicitly mentioned 
was from the Lafourche district. The reorganization of the 
e6th Loulstena was not completed until January, 1865, and it 
was then certainly a very different regiment from the 26th of 
July 4, 1863. 





La —- 
: =; a. 
-co1 orew nigaaM .o somal au yt 


como’? 9 Yneqwed Yo adnehedyell Baoses bre 










i 


Diatienint 


tiveel oe bejetent ,neoettever Boned gag 


1d ried gniniol bas aiubdoxefA Sa panaimed 


J ow eomodT teboetive ofd AeSTA “SOGR tee 
















7 
an 


aici gniteain ,tefivel eid Io Heisen ae 
elnisM ,ollw ae'inedoH Die semmt 
ect Yo Jnas omls & Yol Bontanses 


TAD dito al vevisdnlag 


furs 'rh soum dilw besrarmg 
at armsteine)] ave : 
7 efa tol qmas elorad ‘ 
Omunmt 8 to1 dspot | 
ime al orfotyo tad mod 
+ pawl Yo | 
er triew ineminonr art? rij iw 
nw TY Sesimnbyo 73 Jrennod 
ko rom ob righ nisl olotw aig 
» 4 : > + rink ~¥iul eno told te 
f fiw). hit ~via s hatin 
ij pi l ( Se cma ala i oben tiad ory oO es ive | 
oe o1ow someo BLoing YrAqriod enolseY LEO! 
> bol woo end ‘lo ononu Jud ,8b8L lo anaes 
jroo1r eT .Iolndcib oriotwoljed odd mot? see 


Cool .yinurel § ber beJjefaumen Jou row aantn lil WIss 
iF mot, Jrominer Jno1eTILS yaev a Yiniasioos newts eae 
-SOBL .> yful 





-291- 


FRSES on duty in Tyler, Texas, and James on duty with his 
roriment (which disbanded at Mansfield), when the war ended 
in May, feege 

_ The Confederate interlude in Lafourche provided Re c. 
Martin, just evicted by Federal authority, an opportunity 
Enat he did not fail to grasp. He was in Alexandria wonder- 
ing what to do next when he heard that the Yankees had been 
driven from Lafourche; he hastened back to the Bayou deter- 
mined to "run his negroes off to Texas, and 'sell them ayrni4 
The talk of selling was only one of the irascible General's 
outbursts, but he did gather up part of his Negroes and start 
pore Texas. The journey took five weeks. He marched on foot 
150 of the last 150 miles into Alexandria. Between Alexan- 
dria and Mansfield he was very i11 with chills and fever. 
Many of the Negroes also were sick on the journey. Martin 
had to purchase three wagons and a yoke of oxen. At Mans- 
field he found his carriage (brought up in November, 1862) 
and took it "to haul the little negroes and myself. Expenses 
of marching are excessively high and the value of negroes may 
be consumed in this way." He reached Alto, Cherokee County, 


Texas, August 23, 1865, and camped near some other Lafourche 





——- 


Lor emily correspondence, April, 1863-May, 1865, in Mart 


Panarg, 








VAs aiid C. Martin, Moblle, to husband, Vicksburg, July 5, 
1863. Maretle protested that there ware some Gen. Martin 
ought not sell. "There is Bob, Turner, Dick & Cely's family, 
and J havo taken so much pains with Alice [in training her as 
aA personal servant], that I think he should keep her. 
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refureos, Cherokee County was not tho promised land, 
Fvery bad hare fa dissatisfied, All would ft they 


could invest elsewhere. Toxas igs 4 “poor country in 
All thincs except beef. The low value of our money 


ee 


makes even this aie ee. RI 1Paps anxious for pence 

and to return to our own land The ladies will have 

mich to tell of their adventures. [15] 

The Confederate seizure of Lafourche had suited Martin's 
needs very well indeed; but for those who intended to remain 
permanently on Lafourche the approach of Confederate forces, 
however Rratifying to their Southern patriotism, seemed a 
dibtous blessing. The Negroes would be mightily perturbed. 
Confederntes as well as Yankees knew how to take property, 
and had little compunction about taking anything tainted with 
a previous Federal touch. Confederate occupation could hardly 
last, and when the Yankees came back they would take anything 
the Rebels had touched, and perhaps punish men who had too 
freely consorted with them. One's Negroes and a few of onets 
nelehbors wore willing informers, Hence the news of Major's 
crate was received with noticeable misgivings, 


A. Franklin Pugh on hearing the news went from Boatner up 


— 
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15p, C, Martin, Alto, Cherokee County, Texas, to Col. W. W, 
PU Dee Ve i oe Ow Nelson, Esq., New Iberia, La., September e, 
1°64, Martin Panera, Martin reported that cleared land in the 
vicinity wea In cmnll tracts of 20 to 60 to 100 acras., Rents 
were hich-t3 to tS por acre “op 1/3 of corn & 1/4 of cotton 
mada! | Carn wag Qeap at Ley, [twelve bits or $1.50] to £3.09 
per bushel sand evon #5 "{n some localities." Beef waa about 
& conts a pound, nork unobtainable. "The county 1s safe from 
Invanrtow-tt ia 289 milas from naviration—a poor pine & scrub 
onk mrowth-but Jittla water at this season; and in everything 
{oo poor to feed an army. I hardly know what to do. I may 
hire my nerroas to soma one who is making salt. There is no 
genearrl damand for negro labor," 
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to Augustin, Whitmell, and Highland where ho Staid throo days 
and nights. . The Confederates passed down June 20, They 
called at Augustin "but took nothing. Took 1 mule, 2 horses, 
& several saddles from Whitmell in the night "16 Franklin 
returned to Boatner June 22 but was called back to the upper 
plantations next morning by an alarm from his sister-in-law 
Susan V. Pugh, who had considerable talent as an alarmist. 
She had a "reliable" report that 7,000 Confederates had 
crossed Bayou Plaquemine and would come down Bayou Lafourche. 
"You had best come right back up here—these reports may 
frighten the nogroes & make them run to Donaldson [even] if 
they [the Confederates] do not come this way—" It would not 
do for Franklin "to be away from the Place now, from all I 
can learn—" Franklin answered the summons and remained on 
the plantations five days without incident.’ Unfortunate dy 
he could not be everywhere at once, Forty miles down the 
Bayou at New Hope the Negroes "took a stampede" as the Federal 
forces evacuated Raceland Station, which was near New Hope, 
About 66 Negroes left for the City. B.A. Johnson, overseer 
on New Hope, described the "stampede" in some details 

On thursday morning last ... [June 25] all the hands 

wore at worle-when the bell rang ... they all came in 

as usual to breakfast. I did not observe anything 

unusual I was with the hands from the time they 


went out until we came in to breakfast— I eat—and 
walked out on the gallery—and seen Wilson & Jeff with 


a ee ee 
16 
Diary, June 19-21, 1863. 


17 
Diary, June 23-27, 1863. 
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threo mules—hoard thom call to some of the hands & 
tell them that Miller said they were all to get away 
from here as quick as they could. Tf then seen a num- 
ber of the Mathows negroes passing and ours joining 
them. I succeeded in turning some of them back only 
to take another direction—oexcept Bern. M75. MloTie 
negroes all went to the Rail Road station & from Lit- 
tle Joe who returned home I learn that they all got 
on the Cars and went down the road—taking with them 
the Fan mle 1S )inF- 


On July 6 came another alarm from Susan V, Pugh at Augus- 
tin Plantation: 


The Confederates have talzen every strange mile & nigroe 
(sic] off of the Bruslee (Whitmell) & are coming to 
tako them off of this Place come up immediatsly. Ask 
Ellen to come & stay here for a day or two with her 
baby while I go down & try to get our own negroes, 
The Sargt tells ma if you go to Thiboda({u]}x you may 
get back some of the mules.., - They are putting the 
negroes [on] the Governnent works (fortifications] at 
Berwick [Bay] & we will have to go & look for them. 
Come up right off if you wish to protect anything[.] 


The situation was not quite as bad as Susan thought, but the 
strange Negroes and 40 mmles had indeed been taken from Whit- 
mell. Franklin showed no concern about the strange Negroes, 
but he and Smith's moneys hurried to Thibodaux to pay their 


respects to Col. W. G. Vincent "who had the miles swiped", 


19 
Eleven of the mles were recovered. 


For the romainder of the Confederate occupation Franklin 


eahah Stuck close to home at Boatner. On July 12 there 


—— 


3 
Sorat to A. F. Pugh, June 29, 1863. See also diary, 
July 2, 1863. Johnson listed the Negroes still on the place 
after the "stampede", There were 12 men and boys, 22 women, 


and 56 children, in all 93, 


iterye July 6-9, 1863; Sam Dwyer, per Winn, certificate, 
Augustin Plantation, August 8, 1863. 
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eame a Confederate order "for negroes to work on fortifica- 
tions none would Bee care 15 Franklin listened to the can- 
nonading at Kock's Plantation, thirteen miles up the Bayou. 
Next day he heard of the fall of Vicksburg and of Port Hudson, 
July 19; "The last Confederates passed by Bl{oatner] about 2 oclock 
P. M. I believe never to return."@9 

For William W. Pugh and his family the Confederate occupa- 
oh produced excitement culminating in tragedy. The boys 
were in seventh heaven, as Welman's diary showed. June 19; 
"[Capt. C. W.] Rudyerd [the Federal provost marshal] skidad- 
dled", June 20; "Con{federates] came Yan[{kees] ran to Japelied ee 
daux]J—"| June 21; "Went to Thib[odaux] had a Siteit skirmish 
stayed all night". June 22; "Came home to fix, Mother gave me 
a navy revolver." June 27: "Joined Col [B. W.] Stone again. 
Attacked Don[aldsonville] were repulsed, shelled us." June 29; 
"The Yan[kees] shelled and we moved our camp to Tournillon[{']s". 
June 503 "Got leave of absence came home. Had my horse shod". 
July 2: "Left Stone's regt 282 Partizan Rangers." July 73 
"Joined Col Chisholm (Lt. Col. Isham Chisum] on the Mississippi." 


July 8; "2 gunboats and 1 transport passed shelled us like the 


—— —— 


“Oniary, July 11-19, 1863. This last remark should not be 
constrned as enti-Confederate. Franklin's thoughts abovt the 
war are herd to get at. His diary is carefully veiled, prob- 
ably out of prudence, and few letters from him have survived. 
It must be remembered that he had two brothers and various 
other reletives and friends in the Confederate Army. William 
W. Pugh wes usuelly as non-committal as Franklin; but the 
Ginries and behavior of his boys show that the family was 


erdently Confederate, 
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ite | | 
Dfevi.j", July 10; "Dined with Gen Thomas Greent. July 
12; "Went to Thibcduux ... saw the Gen (1. ©., Richard Tey- 
Jor]". July 13; "Got introduced to Col Spate (J. W. Speight] 
{ Lt.) Col [t. F.] Harrison & Col Robertson— Rode over the 
fortifications with them. The Yan(kees] whipped at Don[ald- 
sonville]". Confederate officers were often at Woodlarn. On 
July 15, as the Confederates began to withdraw, Welman went 
with them, or, as he said, "Left home for the war". It was 
doubtless on this occasion that Josephine Nicholls Pugh wrote 


the following letter: 


My truant boys have told me of the great kindness 
you extended them-receive my grateful thanks, & con- 
tinue it I Smplore you, to the elder, whom I now place 
under your protection, until he can join his brother 
{presumably Robert Lawrence PughJ— Do with him what 
you think best; he has been delicately nurtured & is 
but fifteen—were he larger & stronger in constitution, 
I should feel less fear for him; but determined as he 
is I can no lenger oppose him, in what he regerds as 
a secred duty~ To our God I commit him; to him shall 
ity prayers arise to crown with blessings, & success 
cur holy cause~ One of my brothers [Lawrence D. Nich- 

Ollsj] has fallen on the battle field, another [Frencis 
T. Nicholls, who lost his left arm May 25, 1862, and 
his left leg May 2, 1863] maimed for life of his exist- 
ence I am not even assured, & now my boy thoughtless 
of life, filled with the frolic spirit of youth; imbued 
with the highest patriotism; offers his younr life to 
his country—how soon it may be taken! I look for it~ 
but a Mothor asks of you in the midst of your mltitu- 
djJnous duttes to remember her boy— Place him in the 
charge of some good man & should he fall by the way 
side, lenve bim not to die alone tend his last moments 
& the blessings & prayers of his Mother will follow 


you while life endures.— [22] 


a me re ee 





ern = es 


°Nol. OffSe4n1 Rocords, ser. I, vol. XXVI, pt. I, 220-22. 


pares Pha draft of letter to "Dear Sir" in W. W. Pugh Papers. 


















* 4 


LL) ot¢naa fc 
5. in 


ddytog2 . 
; »~ “= - ] 4% ; iy i 


* a 74 Le i) 
ef} tevo obo -noe oe foo ga 


ia ws 
-bin jood 2a Hod friw (seod Jna¥ edt ae ae oe “it 
ae iat 
mTralhbooW Ja nod'lo etew arse Ftto etatobe 1109 | ts tt 
i = ee ‘ 


i[oW .waxbdtiw o3 naged aetarsbetnod e 6a aa | 


a 


BS 
ot omod dial" , bites ef aa ‘to mead aaa 
j@eol Jad? molasooo aid? ao szeltduob 
:1e3j3eL ankwolfo} orit 

vert syod Jani YM 


1—monts Hbobnetze Hoy 
ches crm a ] 3? eunl? 


. s 9 ‘ wwe ~~ “an ’ 
“a : ‘ | toy  tehaw 
iodo yLdammorg) 
4 - ’ 4 
* <5 "rT iJ ov 
a . Jud 
f fe f 
- : r 
5 . > 
‘& 5 
¢ : " yw 
" : ee 
Lo 
nr 
a 
4 ‘oe 
Be . 
‘ : riojiw 
y yf id 
' , if : 
: - r if 


: f af ‘ is 
=). - a thes a 2 a . baw > { 
y ’ y ; : or? ; 
m4 ' . 4 
& -. Borns 1” [ii olian uO Yy 


a Oe ‘4 ——- —_ wae 


~297- 


Welman Pugh was destined soon to die, but neither on the 
battle field nor on the march. His brother Ned, who took 
over Welman's role as diarist, recorded Welman's last days 
“on earth with poignant terseness. August 2: "Wellie arrived 
hone from the war. he had been sick but looked very well". 
August 5: "Capt Williamson (Federal] arrested Wellie took 
him to. Thibodeaux with four men". Saturday, August 8; "Wellie 
came home Quite sick with chill & fever". August 9; "Wellie 
hed a congestive chill. He is very sick." August 10; "Wellie 
died at 1/4 past 12 o'clock. I went to see hin but he did 
not me", August 11; "Wellie was buried. The funeral service 


was read by Rev MA Phillips [Episcopal minister of Donaldson- 


23 
ville)". 


Welman's parents composed for their son the kind of com- 
merative obituary then customary among educated people. 
On the death of Francis Welman Pugh 
Died on the 1oth of august 1863. 


Francis Welman Pugh, son of W. W. Pugh & Josephine 
Nicholls Pugh, of congestive chill contracted whilst 
an federol prisoner near Thibodaux, having attached 
himself to the 2% Ia Cavalry he had returned home 
sick, from Opelousas, was made prisoner and taken to 
the Federal camp, where with fever upon him he was 
suffered to lie on a wet brick floor for twenty four 


a a ee ee ee 


““tprivate Journal of EE. NivPugh'stAuguate 2-12) 1066s. 
Also in W. W. Purch Pepers 48 a copy of the funeral notice 
(broadside). Such printed notices or invitations were always 
Tssued for funerals ijn plantor families along the Bayou. 
There are many spec!mens in W, W. Pugh Papers, A. F. Pugh 
Papers, and Martin Papers, 
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hours before ho was sent to the Hospital thence he 
was brought hone throfugh] the intercession of his 
mother on Saturday, and died on the following Monday 
--- aged 15 years and ten months. 


Another young life is extinguished, in the fluch 
of early promise he brought and laid at his country's 
feet, his bright anticipations, his happy hopes, his — 
sunny fancies—all youth{'t]s store of untasted joys he 
poured out at once—these were his offerings. Many 
such have beon given, unsparingly have they ... been 
proffered without stint or measuro. . . 

and garlanded 

Our altar has been decked/with our best and choic- 
est gifts, scattered in generous profusion the land 
is rich with these tender germs and from them shall 
yet spring up the tree of our nation({'Js life, watered 
with our tears, its roots have struck too deep ever 
to be uptorn. 


A Confederate 
He gave his life to his Country 24 
"A flower when offer'd in the bud, is no vain sacrifice." 





ir volume containing W. F. Pugh's diary, October 26, 1862- 
Ausust 3, 1863. Also in W. W, Pugh Papers is a copy in Jos- 
ephine Nicholls Pugh's hand of the last two paregraphs and 
the epitaph, 
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Chapter VII 


Plantation Affairs and Politics, 
August, 1865-February, 1864 


Federal rooccupation brought some weeks of readjustment. 
Men waited with apprehension to see what the Federal author- 
ities would do. wW. Ww. Pugh's position was dangerous perenne 
of the case of Welman, because of his connection with R. C, 
Martin, and Probably because he had consorted with Confeder- 
ate leaders, But he was "not molested personally,"+ Frenklin 
Pugh staid at home at Boatner all day every day for nearly a 
month waiting to see what would happen.” Nothing very serious 
did happen, though on August 8 an officer called to claim 
ten mules "that one of Mrs Thos Pugh{'Js negroes told him I 
had got from the confederates—"” Foley, Avery & Co. assisted 


a 

Tnyn R. C. Martin], Alexandria, to W. W. Pugh, December 31, 
1863. I am much pleased to learn that you are not molested 
personally, I had feared you had been." Despite the rather 
late date of his letter, Martin probably had in mind the per- 
tod imnodiately after the Federal reoccupation, although he 
may possibly have roferred to Pugh's political difficulties 
of November, 1863 (below, pp. 303 ff.). 


2 
Diary, July 26-August 20, 1863. 


ary August 8, 1863; above, p. 294, with references in 
n. 19. <A cortain amount of annoyance, official and unoffi- 
ciel, was fairly constant. Diary, August 3: "A negro stold 
the gray mare this morning. Found her about 5 miles below. 
On Avueust 12 the authorities tool some timber from Boatner. 
On Ausuat 14 "Poderals passed today, with negroes they had 
takon to put in the army— The(y] did not come in at Boatner." 
On September 1 an officer enrolling Negroes for the army 
called at Boatner. On September 4 the authorities "commenced 
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in securing the return of the New Hope Negroes who had Stam- 
peded June £5, and most of them were back on the plantation 
4 | 
by August 6. The saddest tale of plantation matters came 
from Franklin's brother, Dr, Joseph H. Pugh of Waverly: 
My nerroes are doing nothing—~ I have concluded 

to rent my place [belonging one-half to Dr. Joe and 

one-half to the estate of his mother] for what I can 

Bet— I shall close the bargain early next week L 

have been so troubled since october [sic] last I 

hardly know what to dou Whitezels (Weitzel's] Bri- 

gade is on my frounds, you can imagine my troubles 

P., S. Come and see me as soon as you can or write 

mo— I have had trouble enough (5) 

In the summer or autumn of 1863 the provost marshal of 
Assumption Parish asked William W. Pugh for an answer to the 
question, 'What is the general sense of the planters in regard 
to the present condition of negro labor'? Pugh drafted in 


reply a considerable essay in which he endeavored (rather 


6 
unsuccessfully, perhaps) "to cast aside all prejudice". He 





See 


pressing horses again", but when soldiers called at Boatner 
September 7 they got none. On September 11 Franklin's single 
burrey, which had been stolen, was found without its top at 
Lafourche Crossing. An order by provost marshal, Thibodaux, 
Septomber 11, 1863, granted Pugh permission "to take his 
Bugsy wherever he can find it", 


Pt, wc BOL vce COs aLOLA fe Pugo, per Cols wees Wynn, 
PULy eo, 1065, "ands. A. Johnson, New Hope, to A. F. Pugh, 
Aurnst 6, 1863. Johnson said that all except 15 men, one 
woman, and 3 children were back. Those who returned 
reported that 7 of the men had joined the army. 

ry 
-J,.H. Pugh, Thibodaux, to A..F. Pugh, August 5, 1863. Dr. 
Joe apparently cithor changed his mind or could not strike a 
Dborgain, (He was stil) operating Waverly in 1864. 


ee teh dratt of a letter to Capt. C. W. Rudyard, The let- 
ber was certainly written in 1863, but the month is uncertain; 
June or Ausust ja the best bet. The precise date is not a 


mitter ef much moment. 
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undertook first to explain what kind of labor a sugar planta- 
tion needed, The "mere cultivation" of cane did not"differ 
materifally from that of other crops", but, as in wheat produc- 
tion, the pertods of planting and of harvest involved "great 
end continuous labor". The success of the whole year's work 
depended upon saving the crop in the fall months, and to save 
his crop the planter must have "thorough control of ample and 
continuous labor." How far did the existing system meet that 
need? 
Setting aside the paradox of a planter[']s paying 

for the labor of those to whose services he has 

acquired and still holds a legal title, it would 

appear ... [from the rules of labor laid down by the 

Sequestration Commission] that the system should work 

smoothly, and not vary materially in the results from 

their former condition. eines 
The Negro men were currently working well enough, but when the 
press of work came on in the fall of 1863 the existing labor 
system would break down because it did not afford any practi- 


cal direct means for enforcing hard and continuous work. 


Instead it was assumed that 


the isnorant and vicious can be elevated by proclama- 
tion from ignorance and vice, to a state of religion. 
and morals sufficient to guarantee the performance of 
the new duties and responsibilities suddenly thrust 

on them, They are expected to perform their new obli- 
gations without coercion, & without that fear of pun- 
ishment which is essential to stimulate the idle and 
correct the vicious. 


Pugh thought the Negro inclined "to lead a life of idleness", 


and that many would not work at all if they could manage to 


exist without doing so. 
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The nesyroes understand all that is done in their 
bohalf, and imarine many things which never take 
place in rerard to the exercise of authority on the part 
of their employers, Admitting that their owners are 
authorized to punish them, they know full well that 
they can leave the plantation ... and that there is 
no means of securing their return. 


So that 1f the right to punish (however moder- 
ately) is not coupled with the right to retain them 
in accordance with the contract entered into with 
the military authorities, all control over their 
labor and movoments necessarily resolves itself 
into one of good will on their BO bose cus 


The Negro, "a creature of strong passions ... whose previous 
life has been one mostly of animal gratifications", could not 
be restrained from his "evil ways & beinduced to work by per- 
suesion", Discipline was as necessary with blacks as with 


soldiers. It might be true that the master would abuse his 


power of discipline 


in certain cases for men are passionate and sometimes 
Fo to extremes, but there is one check on the master[{']s 
cruelty, which rarely fails to produce an effect when 
humanity falls short. The slave is the representative 
of a large sum ... whose loss would be productive of 


serious inconvenience— 
Mere imprisonment was no punishment for the Negro. With a 
little sunshine, "a sufficiency to satisfy the wants of nat- 
ure, and a life of idleness, you have before you the embodi- 
ment of a negrots paradise", Pugh believed that there was 


imminent danger of an insurrection ... likely to fol- 
Jow the sudden removal of the hand of authority & 
vigiloncs heretofore [prior to October, 1862] employed 
in the savernment of the black race. The neglect. of 
the enforcencnt of strict police regulations, the 
large assemblies of negroes for the ostensible purpose 
of religious exercises, the unrestricted conferences, 
the demoralized state of their minds & their contempt 
for the authority of those assuming to control them, 
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clearly point out to those conversant with neprro 

nature, what 1s in store for the denizens of lower La. 

It is therefor my opinion, that unless a radical 
chanse is made for their control and government at an 
early day a large portion of the Srowing crop will be 
left standing in the fields, after the present year 

Sugar will not be made for sale except on a very lim- 

ited scale, & that the inhabitants will incur the 

constant risk of ... insurrection.... 
This nec-proslavery argument showed that W. W. Pugh at least 
had not adendoned hope for the survival of Slavery. His 
views undoubtedly reflected with considerable accuracy those 
of other planters. 

In the fall of 1863 Ww. w. Pugh found himself in a highly 
embarrassing political position. ’ The origins of the diffi- 
culty ran back some distance. By the early part of 1863 Dr. 
Thomas Cottman, EB. EK. Malhiot, J. Q. A. Fellows and various 
others—all of them purporting to represent the "planting 
interest"-were busying themselves with the political problems 
of occupied Louisiana. A meeting of planters in New Orleans 


jate in April, 1865, selected a delegation to go to Washing- 


8 
ton to lay their case before the administration. W. W. Pugh 
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vy 


‘On politien] developments in Louisiana, February-November, 
1865, seo John Rose Ficklen, History of Reconstruction in 


fovistonn (Through 1868) (Jehns Hopkins Juiversity Studies in 
HWinharteat sad Political Sclence, vol, XXVIJT, No. 1, Balti- 


Mee 12), 45-50. nod Willie. Malvin Caskey, Secession and 


ee we 


Reateration in Loutalana (Lanistana State University Studies, 





— a 


No, 26, University, La., 1955) 7 o-0e. 


Sanarne S, Dentsen, Nev Orleans, to S. P, Chaae, Washington, 
April 30, May 9, and June 13, 1865, Diary and Correspondence 
of S._P, Chase, 382-83, 585-86, 389-91, 
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wan in touch with Malhiot, and undoubtedly knew what was 


9 
Recie on find te apparently did not attend the meeting 2? 


Cottman, Malhiot and Johnson, as “a committee appointed by 
the planters", submitted to Lincoln a letter dated Juno 11 
holding that the ordinance of secession was void, stating 
that Louisiana wished to return to its allegiance under the 
state constitution of 1852, and requesting Lincoln to assist 
toward this end by directing the military governor to order 

a regular election for all state and federal officers in Lou- 
“iia on the day appointed by law (wovonber 2, L060). line 
coln replied June 19. After quoting the full text of the 


committee's letter to Hin he pointed out that "ag respect- 


re ee 


"HE A, Malhiot to Mrs. W. W. Pugh, Wood Lawn, April 25, 
18633 "I was not at home when your note came ... but hope I 
have not prevented your sending the said paper to the City, 
If you intended to do so, but don{']Jt fail to have it repub- 
Itehed~ Those other pieces, I will return when I have cop- 
fol them I know you would like, 'Wood's address, those 
that do not endorse his views, at the North are wilfully & 
woofully blind to carry out their selfish schames, want the 
war to zo on & will resort to any means—to defeat—& crush 
this Peace party at the North, so to keep their own in power, 
God grant they may be defeated in some of their evil machina- 
tious,in this State if not, we are all ruined— J called to 
Beem ale 1 Cox last eve. shoe says, 'She is a state 





prisoner & does not dare to leave her premises [Oaklawn Plan- 
tation]. see. [Postscript:] I hope MP pPurh has not failed 
to go to the City, to attend the meeting offPlanters this 
eve— MU Malhiot left this morn" 

1G 


= 


W. FP. Purch, whose diary was fairly reliable on his father's 
trips to New Orlenns, 43d not record his having gone. Frank- 
lin, who sometimes mentioned W. W.'s arrivals in New Orleans, 
was Ifkewise silent on this occasion. Franklin himself was in 
the City end prenumably attended the meeting. 


Linere 1s a cony in Cottmants hand, siened only by Cottman, 
in W. W. Pugh Papers. 
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hte portion of the Loutstana people {1.6., the "Free Stntea 
Perty' | aASt pe to amend their State constitution, and contem- 
Plate holding a State convention for that object." He refused 
to give "the committal you seek to the existing State consti - 
tution.” "As to an election to be held ## next November, 
there is abundant time without any order or proclamation from 
me just mayne? This reply, though couched in Lincoln's 
usual guarded terms, plainly showed that he preferred the 
"Free State Party", which favored a state convention and the 
abolition of slavery. The Cottman-Johnson-Malhiot Lact Tone 
or "Proslavery Unton Party", which undoubtedly had the ithe 
thy of most planters who were willing to support any Union 
party at all, did not give up in spite of Lincoln's coldness. 
They still hoped to bring back the old institutions, includ. 
ing the continuance of slavery, by the Simple means of an 
election in November. Cottman buzzed about with even mora 
than his usual quota of echemeaae W. W. Push knew more or 


less of what was going on, but his attitude toward the move- 
14 


ment was probably noncomnittal. He was in for a bad shock, 
12 enn G. Nicolsy and John Hay, eds., pee incon, Com- 
plete Works (2 vols., New York, 1894), 356. The letter is 


alao printed, with the names somewhat vierttaiodh in Appletons! 
Annual Cyelopredta, od oe ert. 


page, far to Chane, November 5 and 6, 1863, Dinry and i Cor- 
resnantence of S$. PL” Chase, 413-14, 417-18. 
Bae rp {s some discussion of politics in [W. W. Purh] to 
[R. ©. Martin], July [June] 16, 1863, Martin. Papers, which 


‘te 


shows that Purch thouysht the state an aids ban of 1852 still 


Se v- 








= 7 _ 


i wf PI , 


tonvter oh ". 20ehdo : 


mn ~ > 






















a 
€ 


’ ; oo ’ 
-licaco ofos8 patie xe off of y 


in a 
iy 4 4 


he 
,Todmevow Jdxnow Bh hied ed of noktoslis 
ior? coliemeloorg 20 aebte yas duondin emia ganbaud 


— a. 


‘tI alt hedorooe rinnond? vider elit 8 wort | ry 
7 Pe 
ae 


‘ Jdadd bewode ylintelq  »eqtes be brain! | ’ 
‘ioevnes atete a betova? dotde ,"ydeed edeee cert 
nemitoD ef? .yteveale Io noleiioge | 
‘Yi1el noted yrevelears® ae | 
iw cietigaiq ?rom te. wae 
1 Vin vom Dib fin Ja yiuag 


noinzd o3 beqond ([Ltve yoru? 


riigao> en27 sank 


neve alt naoljostfe 
loup Jlaveuw atd warts 
o ane ) rr we f 
¢ . - és 
: : I A mor 
7 
s 
, a) s { 
Prin + nr i . i raat, 
i ~2inry >) rea oW Sint 
me ‘ , ' i : » 
F m wi (i ai .7ry onta 
aj * haar Pay : ,| Aveda 
- as « a ad — 7 
t) re ¢ Carr weet fren ro i mor PevenfT y 
t.% ts 77. | Ff eo sore londens 
‘ » a = ‘. eal 7 ° . 2 


fi ing to nobheret elh amen et oseariT 
; fJunM . £86! Of lLeneut 1 view, , liam Tt oN} 
HolLiusiseaos etate end ditntind?d rine gerd eworta 





-306 = 


Prom a meotinge in Now Orloens late in October, 1963, fihie nei 
emanated certatn documents purporting to be by authority of 
the Executive Central Committee of Louisiana (official label 
of the "Proslavery Union Party") and to be Signed by W. W. 
Pugh, president, E, Ames, vice-president, Onde sui cach sabia) = 
lows, secretary. Ono of the documents was "An Address to 

the Citizens of Louisiana" exhorting them to go to the polls 
November 2 and cast their votes as usual for state and federal 


officers. Another was an invitation to the "Free State Party" 


5 
toa join in the election.+ The "Free State Party", which hela 


the constitution of 1852 void, and wanted a state constitu- 
tional convention, naturally scorned the invitation. But the 
fat was in the fire as far as W. W. Pugh was concerned. Banks 
regarded the proposal to which Pugh's name was attached as 
being "undestrable, Jllegal and unauthorized", Sang the mili- 


tary governor of Loutsiana took steps to quash the movement. 


ae ee ve 
valid. Ho waa of course proslavery. In these two respects he 
asreed wlth the conservative "Proslavery Union Party". But he 
presumably could not stomach their Unionism, else how could he 
say jof the Confederacy that "its roots have stmick too deep 
ever to be untorn! (above, p. 298). He predicted to Martin 
thet if there was to be an election 1t would go as the mili- 
tary authorities destred because they set the suffrage 
reaguilramentea, 


Td 
m ihe "Addenssa") dated October 26, and the letters to and 


from the Free State General Committee, dated October 27 and 
2B, 1865, ara in Diary and Corres ondence of S. P. Chase, 


en a ee mh ee ee ee ene ee 


418~19, 420-25. All of them were published in the New 
Orleans preas at tho time, 

Ler enk Aor to Chose, November GF LuGe, uu... 420; 

174 amnall votes was nevertheless cast in the country Rave 
ishea, and Dr. Thomaa Cottman and one other this "elected 
ware artunlly eimittad to temporary seats in Conyress, 
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Ons such step was a lntter of inquiry to W. w, Pugh to which 
Porch returned a carefully worded anawor neither admitting nor 
denying that he had a part in the project. With this the 
Foderal authorities were apparently content. But Puchts 
troubles were not over. The “Address" wag obnoxtous not only 
in purpose but also in phrasing to all loyal Confederates. + 
Before mid-November a bitter article arainst Purh was pub- 
lished in Alexendria’© Thomas P, Martin, who arrived in Alex- 
andria fresh from Lafourche November 20, 1863, was gBrently 
distressed at the reaction. to the "Address". "This has brought 
down a storm of censure on Uncle William, and remarks are being 


made about him everywhere, painful in the extreme to the 


RO Sat eI) OE wontcnemeeis 


nate (etweh to Hon, G. or. Shepley, Military Governor of 
Loutstona, November 4, 1965, We W, Pich Panera 

"Your favor of the path Oct, addressed to me aa "President 
of the Exreentive Central Committees of Louistanat wag duly 
reentvead, and I wrote to the Secretary of sald committee to 
forward to me the information necessary to answer your qierins, 
In reply ha stated that an answer had been made by a sub-com- 
mittes to your comminteation, which I presume renders any 
farther responaa on my part, unnecessary, save to acknowledre 
the receipt of vour communication," 
arias followiIne pnrarraph was perhaps the least necessary 
and thea most obfectionable in the "Addreas". 

"Lontatann haa Always basn at heart loyal to the United 
Gbateal Sha never gacaded by @ majority vote. The true 
intorests of har eltizeng comported only with her remasning loyally 
fn the Unlen. She was Jugeled and forced into the position 
of seeming rebellion... Now that it jis practicable—thnanks to 
the rallant Army and Navy of the United States—her citizens 
de-tre to asaumg forthwith their old status, and to replace 
HGS ERYEYRH the stor of their State, with lustre bright as ever, 
on the plorious flere of our common country.” 

Or) 


C. 


Avnarently in tha Loulsiena Democrat, November i? oleae 
Jamos Be Martin, Alexandria, 





to R. C, Martin, [Cherokee 
Connty, Tex.J, November 12, 1863. 
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feelings of those connected with him." Thomas informed 
his fathor that Uncle William "did not sipn the call that 
appeared in the papers with hig name attached." Thomas was 
staying at Woodlawn at the time. 

Uncle Wm. told mo himself that he did not go to town, 


although he had business to transact, because he 

held. He says that ‘twas the work of Messrs. Fellows 

and Durant. It was. forgery of the highest degroe, for 

1t has injured Uncle Wm, I fear almost irreparably. 
Thomas had been to see the editor of the Louisiana Democrat 
(Alexandria) who had advised him to write his father to deter- 
mine how Pugh's "agency in this matter" should be denied, 2 
R, C. Martin promptly took up the task himself. On December 
4 he wrote a friend in Shreveport quoting part of Thomas's 
letter, and branding the "Addresa" as far as Pugh was con- 
cerned "a base forgery of his name", Martin requested that 
his letter be published lest the "Address", left "unnoticed 
by the friends of Col. Pugh ... greatly damage him in the 
Seni on or his many friends and acquaintances", He hoped 
that those who had under misapprehension bestowed epithets 


upon Pugh would promptly recall them. Martin's communicatim 


was duly published in the Shreveport Semi-Weekly News and the 


22 
Louisiana Democrat, 


<i) ae es 
T. P. Martin, Alsxandria, to R. C. Martin, November el, 
1863, 


2) 

ae C. Martin, Marshall, Texas, to W.J.McCulloh, (Shreve- 
port, La.J, Decembor 4, 1865, in the form of newspaper cuttings 
from the Semi-Weskly Nows, December 8, 1863, and the Louisiana 
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Plantation offairs dragged along rather uneventfully in 
Bar eat ame winter’ of ikes!” f° Franklin Pugh got in tho 
usual supplies for grinding on Boatner_whnle O11, lime, sul- 
phur-snd tobneco to pacify the Negroes.~” P. H. Foley warned 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Poet, Pecombor’ es. 1863, W. W., Pugh Pepers. McCulloh 








wreto Martin, Docember 8, 1863 (ibid.) that he had had Mor- 
tin's letter insarted in the News, and added; 

"I have also, mailed copies of the paper to several of our 
mutual friends, to whom I had sent the issue containing the 
fAddress,'! which purported to be Signed by Col. Purh— It is 
far from my purpose to be unjust, or improperly censorious— 
particularly of one, whom I so long & highly esteemed, 

"Extracts from the ‘Address! were first published in’ the 
Alexendria Democrat, with severer strictures, then in the 'News!, 
& I would sucreest you have (e] similar statement, inserted in 
that paper, denying Mv Pugh's connection with tha infamous 
article. It would have to be addressed distinctly to the poper, 
Pa oeliiteve eit does not quote from any of our country sheets," 

Martin's ceomminication was published in the Democrat under 
the hending "W. W. Pugh", and introduced by the following 
remarks ; 

"Wo give publication to the following letter of Gen. R. C. 
Martin with the prestest pleasure, knowing him all our ti 16. 
we can, with truth and confidence, vouch for any statement he 
may make. Further, the testimony of his son 1s enourh with 
us to establish the base means of the Yankees to blast the 
reputotion of Col. Pugh with his friends. We invite all 
pepers who have civen publicity to the addresa that appeared 
in the New Orleans True Delta with Col. Pugh's name attached 
to it, to publish thia letter. ..." 

Francis T, Nicholis, (Lynchburg, Va.], to "My dear sisterna" 
(Mattie NicholJs snd Josephine Nicholls Puph)) March*29) 2864% 


717% 


“"P, H. Foley to A. FP, Purh (ondorsed Boatner), letter of 
Dreember 2 end dnvoiteras of October 20 ond December 2 tlsese 

The principel {tems in the two invoices were BO meals. of whale 
oJ] at $1.20 and 41.25 per pallon, 20 bbls. of lime at $5.00 
end $5.50 per barrol, 300 lbs. of sulphur at 10 and 12 1/2 cts. 
per pound, and 88% Ibn. of tobacco at 75 cts. per pound. The 
price of JAime Jnerersod 10%, the price of sulphur 26%, between 
October FO and Dacember 2, 
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that the insurance on the Boatner sugar house (insured for 
$8,000) and on the Augustin sugar house (insured for #18 ,000) 
would expire soon, and that renewals would cost $320 for 
Boatner and $900 for Augustin. "The premium[{s] for such 
Insurance are nee double the former rates "4 Eiten"M. Pugh 
wes seeking honds for Boatner; they were reported scarce and 
not willing to come for less than $10 per month for a man and 
$7 for a Monn es Franklin Pugh spent most of his time at 
Augustin and Whitmell in early October. He wished to be sure 
that the seed cane was put down according to the terms of the 
le aeonee On William W. Pugh's Woodlawn "the people’ were put 
to cutting cane for the mill October 19 and grinding began 


October aa 1th On Boatner grinding began ten days later. The 





eee 


a= Meer oley. UY "lL, H. Joseph, to A. F, Pugh, per W. W. 
Purh., November 10, 1863. 


epee ch Dalferes, Assumption, to Mrs. Ellen M. Pugh, Octo- 
ber 10 and November 10, 1863. 

That the status of the Negro had changed was illustreted 
also by the case of Nod Puch and a dog named "Major", "Major" 
belonged to a former Woodlawn overseer (who was now overseer 
on Dr. E. E, Kittredgets Elm Hall), but was actually in posses- 
Sion of some Negro in the Boatner quarters. Ned, who obviously 
coveted "Major", made an overnight trip to Elm Hall to get an 
order for the doy. But he did not attempt the recovery him- 
selr.  Instend he wrote from Woodlawn to cousin Franklin on 
Boatner (which sdjfotlned Woodlawn) asking him to get "Major". 

"J wonld do se, but am afraid of involving myself in some diffi- 
culty with the negroes, but you being their master they will of 
course cive him up." Next day the dog was brovrht to Ned, "but 
not without some trouble. they [sic] the people say that thefy] 
WiIL steafl him(?)(torn)]." "Private Journal of E. N. Pugh", 
October fe, 26-028, 1863; E. N. Pugh, Woodlawn, to A. F, Pugh, 
PoteeOyehtired,, October 27, 1e63, enclosing order of October 
Cee a sUGS., Pees ai Papers, 


“Onrary, October 1-14, 1863. 
2Thrivate Journal of Bene wruph' October 19. (22. 1963. 
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Plantation was short handed, and there was much sickness; 
rolling on the small crop Pontinied intermittently through 
December loses B. A. ipbnson reported November 22 concern- 
ing progress on New Hope, 


We, did not succeed to get the mill started until the 
1045 inst—have made two short runs—making thirtytwo 
Hhds sugar-will start the mill to-morrow morning & 
finish grinding this week if nothing prevents—making 
about fifty Hhds perhaps a little over— The cane 
yields very little juice-and has been seriously 
affected by worms. We have lost three children 
Since you left here (October 22]. Handy & Ephriem 
have been conscripted. Nelson came home on the night 
aftex you left here, and has been working tolerable 
well since. The health of the negroes has improved 
though there are several quite sick yet with a 
cough I received three carts—without any dumping 
irons attached to them 


A "Sick list of Hired hands" on one of Franklin Pugh's plan- 
tations, November 20-December 25, 1863, showed about twenty- 
five Negroes receiving medicines, some of them repeatedly. 
The medicines administered were ipecac, salts, oil, quinine, 
calomel, opium, cholera mixture and Dow's Powders.~° The 
usual annoyances and impressments attendant upon the Bresenite. 
of an arny pontinede On December 25 Franklin remarked that 
it wes a "dull day but not so gloomy as last Christmas—" 
The crops made were small by comparison with former years. 

Ee F, Pugh, diary, November 2-December 19, 1863. 

One list is on four leaves torn from a diary or memorandum 
book. A. F. Pugh, diary, October 22, 1865, at New Hope, men- 
tioned that Tempy died that morning, supposedly of cholera. 


50 or. "Private Journal of E. N. Pugh", September 23, Octo- 
ber 1, 1863; A. F. Pugh, diary, December 25-24, 1865. 
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Boatner made three bales of cotton (together only 868 Lbs.) 
and 60 hogsheads of Sugar. New Hope made 54 horshenads of 
sugar. The Boatner cotton (sold in April, 1864) brought 60 
and 67 cents per pound. ‘The Boatner surar (sold in Januory, 
1864) netted $6,493.11. The New Hope sugar (also sold in 
January) brought 11 7/8 cents per pound, gross proceeds 


$8,442.65. From this &ross very heavy charges were deducted; 


Freight and cooperage per railroad ¢ 283.50 
Hospital tax [$1 per hogshead] 54.00 
Weirhing 0.40 
Coope rare 8.50 
Watching 6.00 
Internal Revenue Tax on $5,400 at 5% 270.00 
herve i) 
Internal Revenue Tax 2 cts. per lb. ipace 02 
Branding cat 8) 
River insurance on $6,480 at 1/2% 32640 
Commission at 2 1/2% 21as07 
Total charges $ 2,295.74 [31] 


William W. Pugh fared much better both as to crops and as to 
sales, The Woodlawn crop was 155 hogsheads of sugar and 323 
barrels of molasses. Eighty-one hogsheads were shipped in 
lots of 5 to 16 -hogsheads January 25-March 5, 1864, and brought 


12 5/4 to 13 5/8 cents per pound, Eight hogsheads shipped 





ew 


Ti H. Foley to A. F, Pugh, January 1, 29, April oF SLB 
1864 (Boatner), snd March 9, 1864 (New Hope); account of sale 
for Kew Hope, January 21, 1864, and for Boatnor, Aprill1s, 1864. 

The quantities of molasses and cistern sugar made are only 
partly recorded. Seventy-eight barrels of New Hope molasses 
sold January 21, 1864, at 56 cts. per gallon, net proceeds 
1,802.14. P. H. Foley, account of sale, January 22, 1864. 
The usual late molnsses and the cistern sugar are not accounted 
for. The Boatner cistern sugar and molasses (quantities not 
montjoned) were shipped April 28, 1864. P. H. Foley to A. 

FP. Pugh, May 3, 1864. 
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Aprd 8 brourht 17 cents a pound, Sugar then shot up in 
Price, and the Perel ide & of the econ brought about 25 cents 
€ pound, or double the price prevailing in January. Molasses 
salos paralleled those of sugar. Fifty barrels shipped Dec- 
ember 13, 1863, went for 54 cents a gallon; 45 barrels 
Bra iietl March 12, 1864, brought 67 cents; and 126 barrels 
shipped April 8 and later commanded the enormous pricestof 61 
to 90 cents a Bro Sreeea The Texana crop was 90 horsheads of 
sugar and 6,578 gallons (about 155 barrels) of molasses. 
Twenty-six hogsheads, shipped in February and March, 1864, 
went at 12 1/4 and 13 1/4 cents. Forty-eight hogsheads 
shipped July 30 after sugar was at 25 cents netted a fat 
$10,603.59." The combined Woodlawn and Texana sugar and 
molasses crops brought altogether $54,500, no mean sum even 
in antebellum terms. 

Williem Littlejohn's Melrose was heard from in December, 
1863, and January, 1864, from two very different sources, 
viz., the correspondence of the mortgage holders with the 


commanding general of the Department, and a letter from a 





Tay 


?* buh sold some Woodlawn molasses locally at about 40 cts. 
a gallon. VThe whole Texana molasses crop was sold in cistern 
at Go cts. a gallon before the sharp price rise. 


Pa NeU Loi horshesads shipped in June were "burnt up on the 
Fawn at N. Orlesns", The sugar was undoubtedly insured. 


oA nin Woodlavn and Texana crop and sales figures are from 
WeOWyeruphtselodzor No. 2.) Thevexact proceeds of the,Wood- 
lewn crop cannot. be told because Purh recorded no proceeds 
for part of the crop. A credit of $15,000 cash April ll, 
1864, in’ P. H. Foley in account current with W. W. Pugh, 
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Lovelorn Methodist minister who had come all the way from 
Georgia to make a fruitless sneak visit to Lefourche. 

The mortgago holders, Bellocq, Noblom & Co., wrote Banks 
December 12, 1863; - 


fittlejohn has left the place, taking with him most 
of the working hands, the wagons and miles leaving a 
lerfpe number of old negroes, women & children. All 
the corn hay & other provisions were taken by the 
Union force while on Bayou Lafourche. A long por- 
tion of the fence and several buildings have also 
been destroyed, 


The government having Claim[{ed] the plantation as 
an abendoned place A. Noblom a member of our firm, 
took the place to protect our interests. 


The value of the place is much under the rend 
value of our claim {%100,000], the government cannot 
make any profit in keeping the place & will serve to 
injure our interest, as often the knowledge that a 
Place is an abandoned or a government place is suffi- 
cient excuse for committing depredation. 


Wherefore we pray to be allowed to take possession 
Creune lace... 


Banks referred this letter to Benjamin F. Flanders, Supen 
were Special Asent Treasury Department, Fifth Arsency. Flan- 
ders replied that Melrose was in his possession, and that he 
had encountered many instances of claims Similar to that of 
Bellocq, Noblom & Co. against Melrose. Ho enclosed a letter 
fromhimself to the president of the Gitizens! Bank of Tousss- 


ane saying that without instructions from the Secretary of 


probably came from surar sold, and is included in the $54,500 
above. W. W. Purh was either very lucky or very shrewd in 
marketing both his 1862 crop (above, p. £65) and his 16863 
crop. He was able to be so because he was less hard pressed 
for eash then was his cousin Franklin. Frenklin'ts need to 
sell as quickly as possible was probably typical of most 
planters, 
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the Troasury he was unwilling to relinquish to mortrare 
claimants any captured or abandoned property. Pending 
instructions he would keep separate account of the "net 


evails" of each plantation to which loyal mortgage holders 


laid “shee The Secretary of the Treasury was evidently 
in favor of the mortgage holders, for in January, 1864, Mel- 
rose was under the superintendence of E. E. Malhiot on 
behalf of Bellocq, Noblom & Co.°© 

The Methodist minister who had been to Lafourche and 
found his lady cold wrote Maggie C. Martin describing Melrose 
and conditions on Lafourche: 


I passed [Melrose] twice on the opposite side of the | 
River [Bayou.] The doors were open, the yard & 

farden erewn up in weeds, the fowl yard taken away, 
the weather boarding from the stable and all the out 
houses had been torn off and taken away, much of the 
fensing [sic] was gone, and the place which once was 
(tc so many) the center of attraction, now wears the 
aspect of disordor and desolaticn. eooe When I left 
eee [about Januery 16, 1864] very few of the pDlentors 
had enployed their laborers for the yearsore norroas 
wore travelling about the country in search of enploy- 
ers—while many were lounching [sic] about onthe Levees 
15 we used to see them on Sundays or hollydays [sitc]— 
The people are dispirited and downcast and very bitter 
in their feelings against the Federals; especially the 
ladies. [37%] 


an ee ces 
€ 


as x « 
‘The three Jotters-Bellocq, Noblom & Co. to Banks, Flan- 

ders to Banks, December 18, 1863, and Flanders to James D. 

Denegre, president, Citizens! Bank of Louisiana, December 18, 


1865 (copy)~are in Banka Papers. 


PEs, ee, J. Harp, Washington, La., to Mareile C. Martin, 
(Mansfleldj, February 1, 1864. Malhiot was still in charge 
on behalf of the same firm in the autumn of 1865. 


oT 
Harp to Maggie CG. Martin, as in preceding note. Harp had 
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Franklin Pugh's chief concerns in the early weeks of 
L864 were collection of #6,000 from Dr. B, F. Smith as lessee 
of Augustin and Whitmell, and the recovery of the plantations 
im g001d working order at the termination of the leaso (Febru- 
ary 1). Neither task was accomplished without a good deal of 
trouble and anxiety. Susan V. Pugh heard that Smith sent 
away January 2 nine hogsheads of corn. The Pugh Negroes 
"refused to put it up & the strange hands were ordered to do 
it—" Susan suggested putting a guard on the places, "for 
unless thers are some steps taken to prevent these rascally 
proceedings you will have nothing left on the Plantations—" 
In a postscript she added that Small pox was increasing on 
Highland, One Negro man had died there the day before, 
Franklin mist if possible procure vaccine for the Aupustin 
and Whitmell Negroes else many of them mirht be lost, °° 

Franklin was in New Orleans Jenuary 12-20, 1864, trying 
to get a settlement from Smith. His impressions of the City 
and of his own prospects were most unhappy. 

January ... Went down town and staid all day. Every 


die. thing corresponded with the gloom of the 
wanther- Nothing doing and no prospect of an 


spent two days and nights at Franklin Pugh's home on Boatner, 
He raported that Mra. Pugh had purchased at the sale of the 
Lit.tlejohns! furniture "some of the household articles which 
she knew your mother [Mra. Littlejohn] highly prized." Harp 
had no particsulnr difficulty in getting in and out of the 
linos, His movemoants while on Lafourche were necessarily 
cautious, but he was not molested. 


Sen A. F, Pugh, January 3, 1864. 
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improvement No news It seems that we 
are soon to have a State government eee 
Which will likely 8trip us of tho little 
the Federal army has left us— We are to 
lose evory thing & commence anew 


January ... Made a business call on pr Smith, today, 

13. and found him polite, but unprepared for a 
Settlement. He said he would be ready on 

Saturday, but I distrust him... Gloomy day, 

gloomy weathor— Every thing has a sad look~ 


January ... Nothing doing and consequently every 
14, thing is very dull— I am almost dishearte- 
ened at the Sloomy prospect before us— 


tem of wages of labor, but they have very 


January ... Called on pr Smith ... for a settle- 
16. ment, which he was not prepared to do, or 
MoUuldenotedo. 9)... tT fear I shall get noth- 
ing satisfactory from him. If he had the 
money, 1 believe he would pay me, but he 
has his means invested in speculations... 


Jantaryvain >. SL heartily wish I never had to visit 
ais the city, until it resumed Something like 
Sunday. its former prosperity, which I fear may not 
be in my day~ All are strangers, the old 

population has disappeared 


January .... Walked all around the usual haunts of 
18, familiar friends to day, & saw but one man 
that I knew Mr (Wilhelmus] Bogart is slmost 
the only acquaintance I meet in the streets— 
The St Charles Rotunda is thronged with Fed- 
eral officers and Northern men. 


January .... The same chill monotony prevails every 
19. where, Nothing is doing, and the people are 
evidently keeping their means in -bading ar Et 

is a mistery [sic] how they can live, but 
they do some how— The task must be difficult 


PROUT Vere, . cs iy Trip has been fruitless. I have not 
20. Bot any thing from Smith but his consent to 
have a guard put on the places eoee [59] 


ee ee ee 
“8 one quality of Franklin's diary varies much with the space 
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On his way home from New Orleans Franklin stopned over 
at New Hope, as he often did whon G0ingz to or coming from 
the City. "Found Mr. Johnson (the overseer] Planting cane, 
about one half of the field force at work-" Next day he paid 
off the Negroes on New Hope, and thought "they were pretty 
well plcased with what they got" 7° 

When Franklin reached home at Boatner he was met by one 
of Susan V. Pughts always alarmist letters from Bellevue. Dr. 
Smith had sent an order to ship all of the syrup from Aurus- 
tin and Whitmell as fast as it was made. She feared (cor- 
rectly) that Franklin had not effected a settlement with 
Smith. The overseers of Augustin, Whitmell, and Highland 
were also distrustful of Smith (obviously because they had 
not been paid). They and Susan had presented the matter to 
the provost marshal, pointed out that the Negroes had not 
been paid, and secured a promise from the provost "to hold 


what remains on the places—" 


A — —  e 


at his disposal. He always used a forn pocket diary, but 
some years he bourht a volume set up two days or three days 
to the pase and other years a volume set up one dayevo this 
pare. With him, as with other Planters, the weather ecnma 
first. On most days he mentioned where he had been. Very 
often in a throe-days-to-the-page volume his entry of the 
wonthner and of his movements left little room for what he 
did, saw, or felt. The 1862 and 1863 volumes are of this 
type. The 1861, 1864, and 1865 volumes are one -day-per-pare 
volumes, and ara generally much superior to the 1862 and 1863 
volumes. The 1864 volume is on the whole the UEsteoL = una Lot. 





Dbtary January 21-22, 1864. 


ane 1 ROS gah ae January 21, 1864. Susan thought that Frank- 
Jin was still in New Orleans. She suggested that if he was 
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Franitlin himself was at Bellevue most of tha time Jony- 
ary 6-29, 1964. His visit was punctuated by considarnhlea 
excitement having nothing to do with the devious Dr... Smith. 
On the niszht of Janunry 26 Susan V. Pugh's house "wos 
searched by soldiersfor General Martin while tho search 


was poing on some of the soldiers were robbing the hen 


A2 


roost! , Next day Franklin learned that his cousin Walter 


Purh "had been badly stabbed by a soldier this afternoon". 
Walter's life was in doubt for two days, but he was soon on 
the mend from his second stab within throe years. 

Dr. B. F. Smith arrived on the Bayou at the end of Janu- 
ary prepared to make a partial settlement. He paid $2,000, 
and proposed shipping the molasses crop of Augustin and White 
mell, some 600 or 700 barrels, at once. 


J will accompany it with drafts in favour of all par- 
tias hera --» My other means is so locked up on the 
Heche that this is the only means of paying off all 
parties at once -e- An officer from Genl Banks 

will come here to settle with the negroes [44] 


having trouble with Smith, and if the provost failed to hold 
the shipment, Franklin ml¢eht seize it in New Orleans, or he 
mtcht "perhaps seize what is left on the places", 


ae ee Fantary 27, 1864. If the hue and cry waa for Gon- 
Ara lmiene, Martin, it was very far antray, for he was in Manas 
field. Robert J. Harp while on the Bayou (nbove, p. 315) had 
seen Susan VV. Pugh? anel the search may have been an aftermath 


of bis visit, though he had been gone ten days. 

ODT gy January 27, 28, 30, 1864. On July 17, 1861, Walter 
and bia brother Pevtd had rotten into "an nalterention" in 
which Weltar waa “badly atabbed", A. F. Poo eed ney on thy 
Lt. WG raee salah JWly 416-20! Aa ACR 

4A Rantomin P. Smith, Augustine [sic] Plantation, to A. F, 
Puch, endorsed February 28, 1864, should be Janusry 28, 1864; 
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This reneral scheme was followed, thouch not wtthout miagive 
ines on the part of Susan V. Pugh. *” Smith patd the balance 
of the lease money, $4,000, with reasonable pEonnenes aa An 
Inventory of the carts, wagons and miles on the plantations 
hed been mede January 29, and Pugh secured full and unimpeded 
pUs8ession of the plantations about February 15, 1864." He 
was now ready to try the experiment of working with hired 


Negro labor on a large scale.‘ 





diary, January 29, 1864. There are credits of $1,500 to Augus- 
tin and $500 to Whitmell, February 1, 1864, in P, H. Foley 
accounts current with W, H, Push & Co. (Aneustin and Whitmell). 
iN | , 
“auaan V. Purh, [Bellevue], to A, F. Puch, [New Orleans], 
February [10], 1864; bills of lading for 372 barrels of molas- 
sea and 8 bags of cotton on Steamboat Time and Tide February 7, 
1°64, and 172 barrels of "Syrup" on Steamboat Independonce, 
February 11, 1864. These shipments were from Augustin. Susan 
still feared that Smith would not pay. She intended to "pre- 
sent a bold face as if we are not afraid of Smith and by that 
means may make him pay all he owedwithout further trouble—" 
As one means of protection she had the "Syrup" aboard the 
Independence consigned to Smith's commission merchant (Jacob 
Barker) but “on account of F. Pugh." She proposed that if 
Smith did not pay for "the corn &c- that 1s missing" the "Syrup" 
on Whitmell, not yet shipped, be attached. 





“Sp. H, Foley to A. F. Pugh, February 19, 1864; P. H. Foley 
account current with W. H. Pugh & Co. (Augustin), credit of 
Febrnary 19, 1864. Smith's payment of the lease money did not 
complete the settlemont. P. H. Foley to A. F. Pugh, February 
19 and Morch 23, 1864. Pugh may have gotten some further 
money from Smith, Cf. credits of May 25 and October 27, 1864, 
the first pair totaling $410 and the second $710, in P, H. Foley 
acconts current with W. H. Pugh & Co. (Augustin and Whitmell). 


Tinry, Tanunry 26, 28-29, 1864. 


43a had of course been working Boatner and New Hope with 
sich labor in 1863, but the arranremsnts of 1863 were rather 
mokeshift. It is clear from the tone of his diary that it was 
not until his resumption of control over Augustin and Whitmell 
that he came fully face to face with the problems of the new 


order. 
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Chapter VIII 
Plantation Affairs, 
February—December, 1864 

On the first day of February, 1664, A. Franklin Pugh, in 
Now Orleans, lamented; "No order from Gen Banks yet about 
Negro Labon. Planters [are] completely in the dark." The 
need was vary soon met by General Orders No. 25, February 3, 
1864, setting forth an elaborate code of "Resulations for 
the rovernment of Negroes and Plantations,” The code con- 
tinued in essentials the System begun in 1863, and its enforce- 
ment was left in the hands of the parish provost marshals, 

XTT. Eaborers shall render to their employer, 


betwaen daylight and dark, ten hours in summer, and 
nine hours in winter, of respectful, honest, faith- 


ful labor, and receive therefor, in addition to just 
treatment, healthy rations, comfortable clothing, 


quarters, fuel, medical attendance, and instruction 





eee 


re (ea rebruary 1, 1864. General Orders No. 4, January 19, 
1864, web cielo Rocords, ser. Tt, vol. TOOMEN Gaps thle had 
promised such an order February 1. "Al perties interested 
therein will have an opportunity to present their views upon 
this suhject to the commission of enrollment, the object 
beine to secre a relinble, economical, and just system of 
compensated Inbor." The Commission of Enrollment, compose. 
of three of Banks's most trusted officers, had been created 
"to ramlate the enrollment recruiting, employment, and edu- 
ention of persons of color,“ Colonel (lately Lieutenant) 
Georre H, Hanks, Superintendent of Negro Labor, was a member 
of the commission, General Orders No. 64 PAugM st! 2951865, 


BUA eee ey OU. XXVie. pte: Ion 704i, 


Sih Cole ee OWE AXXTV E.pts) hereer7salt, A copy of the 
order in the form of a printed leaflet or tract (5 pages) 
's In A, F, Push Papers. Quotations herein are from the 


lesflat version. 
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TOrechiddran [wnses of $3 to #8 per month].~ Shei 
sero Achedule of wares may be commited, by consent 

of both portiaa, nt the rate of one foirteonth Bent 
of the net proceeds of the crop, to be determined nnd 
paid at the end of the year. Wages will be deducted 
in case of sickness, and rations, also, when sickness 
is feitrned, Indolence, insolence, disobedience of 
orders, and crime, will be Suppressed by forfeiture 
of pay, and such punishments as are provided for sim- 
Jlar offences by Army Rerulations. Sunday work will 
be svoided when practicable, but when necessary, will 
be considered os extra labor, and paid at the rates 
specified herein, 


XIT{L. Laborers will be permitted to choose their 
emplevrorg, but when the azreement is made, they will 
be held to their engagement for the year, under the 
protection of the Government. In cases of attempted 
Imposition, by feigning Sickness, or stubborn refusal 
of duty, they will be turned over to the Provost Mar- 
shal of the Parish, for labor upon the public works, 
without pay. [4] 


Laborers must be allotted land in quantities ranging from 
one quarter acre to one acré each to be cultivated upon their 
Own account. For good conduct the quantity might. be increased 
"until faithful hands can be allowed to cultivate extensive 
tracts, returning to the owner an equivalent of product for 


the rent of the soil."? The employer was forbidden to commute 


ee +e 


Rae were divided into four classes, first class hands to 
receive £8, second class #6, third class #5, and fourth closs 
43,  Foetneers ond foreman (1. e., drivers) wore to receive 
dn far month extra. Payment of at least one-half of wares 
shonld be “reserved until the end of the year." 


fhe seventh section of the order prohibited flogring. 
“Laborers hed been allowed to cultivate plots of land on 
Their own account in 1863, but on Whitmell and probably else- 
where had made no rreat use of the opportunity. D. Shannon, 
overseer on WhitmeJl May, 1865-February, 1864, certified Feb- 
ruary 19, 1864, that the Whitmell Negroes made not more than 
100 barrels of corn "for themselves, and that amount I am 
sure they have sold", 
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fhe Taborerts supplies, oXcepe clothing, in money. He was 
sav tsed "to discournre monthly payments so far as it can be 
tone without discontent, and to reserve till the full harvest 
the yearly weres." | 


XTX. The last year's experience shows that the Planter 
and the Nersro comprehend the Revolution. The overscer, 
having little interest in capital, and less sympathy with 
labor, dislikes the trouble of thinking, and discredits 
the notion that anything new has occurred. He is a relic 
of the past, and adheres to its customs. His stubborn 
refusal to comprehend the condition of things, occasioned 
most of the embarrassments of the past year. Where such 
incomprehension is chronic, reduced wafes, diminished 
rations, and the mild punishments imposed by the Army 
and Navy, will do good. 


COSTS (CY O56 68 Or 0" OO Ore CLO TESO €* OFS ebletevs Gleyeke otelels 


XXI. Enpleyers, and especially overseers, are noti- 
filed, that undue influence used to move the Marshal 
from his just balance between the parties representing 
inbor and capital, will result in immediate change of 
officers, and thus defeat that regular and stable sys- 
tem upon which the interests of all parties depend. [6] 


A en 


ae touched upon a number of points of some importance 
not noticed above. Toward the end he wandered off into 
rheterjic and politicn. But on the whole the order was sanely 
conceived end clearly stated. Even George S. Denison, who 
hed little admiration for Banks, thourht highly of it, Diary 
eet eeponornce of SS. F. Chase, 430. 
on the operntions of the Labor system in 1864 see Thomas W. 
Conway, Ronort [September 9, 1864] on the Condition of the 


A! ¢ 
ae eS eee Se ee ees 


Vreedmen, of the Department of the Gulf... (New Orleans, 1864, 


ee ne ae ee ee i ne ee 


HY ona): Annual Report: [Pebrnary 1, 1865)... (New Orleans, 
ieee las 16 aoe and The Freedmen of Louisiana, Final Report 
(1111 os gs EY 1 Sy eta the Puresu of Froe Labor, ~. (New Orleans, 
165,37, (i) p.J. The last of these reports deals chinfly 
wtth the period November, 1664-July, 1865. The report of Feb- 
mary 2. Pen ts eacily accessible in Official Records, ser, 


PF. vol. XIVITI, pt. 1, 703-10. Conwey was 9 chaplain who 
Wowiingeawitm Col. GC. HH. Hanks.” Tn Aurust, 1864, he succeeded 
Pomirs as Superintend-nt, Bureau of Free Inbor, Department of 
fen Onif. At the tires of Conway's final report the Bureau of 
Potycaag, Fracdmen and Abandoned Lands had taken charre of 
frecdmen., Conway es Agststent Commissioner continued to 
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Franklin Pugh was in New Orleans when Banks's order 
appeared and did not get back to the Bayou until ten days 
later. In the interval Susan vy, Pugh remained in her usual 
state of unease, this time over the hiring of Negroes away 
from the plantations. The Overseers who had been on Whit- 
méll and Highland in 1863 were Oengaged elsewhere for 1864, 
and were busy getting all the hands they could off the Pugh 
Plantations. Susan told them "they must not interfere with 
our negroes—" one Negro man who had been hired away at $10 
per month Susan was willing to let go because "he will be a 
nuisance on the place besides[?]) he has not worked any of can- 
Sequence this yearn." His wife, who wished to stay behind, 
Said that "she can shell corm on the place & it would take a 
food hand to do itu" pp. Joho Smith put in an appearance 
looking for hands. Susan thought that 

he intends taking only the Strange ones but from 

what I hear of the inducements he ig offering some 


of ours might go- They are getting very uneasy 
about your not coming up to agree with them and are 


. ea tae 1s ei 

iy V. Pugh to A, F, Pugh, two letters, each endorsed Feb- 
ruary, 1864. One of the letters may have been written after 
the contracts with the Negroes were Signed, but it is more 
likoly that both date in the first half of February. 

Two mules were missing from Whitmell. "And I hoar that 
Harry has sold two. So I think I shall go down and see the 
Provost this morning and get him to arrest Harry until he 
cin give an accurate acc{oun]t of where he got the mles_" 
Perhaps related to these two miles is an authorization Feb- 
ruary 22, 1864, by Joe P. Wiggins, lieutenant and provost 
marshal of Assumption Parish, for A, F. Pugh "to take his 
mules wherever found, upon proving property, through His 
Over seer Augustin Ro[e]der," 
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Franklin Pugh returned from New Orleans February 13. He 
fannd that "no arranzement had been made with the Negroes" 
at Poatner, and that Smith's "gang had not yet cleared out" 
from the upper plantations. The contract with the Boatner 
Nerroes was closed February 16 in the presence of the provost 
marshal, Pugh then went up to Augustin "and TUES talk with 


the nerroes", 


February ... The Augustin Hands selected twelve men 
L7H to represent them before the Provfosa]Jt Mar- 
Shall tomorrow to make the contrect~ The 
Bruly [Whitmell] negroes I was unable to 
make any arrangement with .... 


February ... Got the contract with ### Avrustin 
18, hands completed today. Went to Whitmell but 
could do nothing with the negroes, as they 
have not been paid by Smith. His men Say 
they will pay them tomorrow morning and then 
I will try them again 


February ... Made an arrangement with Whitmell Hands 
ie) e today to be consummated tomorrow at Napoleon- 
ville before the Provost Marshal~ ... 


February ..+. Completed my bargain with the Whitmell 

eee. negroes... The Provost({']s office was 
thronged with negroes closing their payment 
with their masters— I am evidently ahead 
of a preat many— 


A few days later Franklin found at Napoleonville "still a 
rreet throng of negroes making contracts with their mastors", 
He himself had still to close the New Hope contract. This he 


did after consultation with planters in the New Hope neighbor- 


hood about the terms for hiring Negroes. 


——~ ae ee er ee ee 


Bbrary, February 15-20, 24, 28-29, 1864. In these quotaticns, 
ary tn others from the diary, plantation names, for which Frank- 
Jin usually employed abbreviations or symbols, have been writ- 


ten out’. 
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The terms of the agreements with the laborers were the 
creme on all four of the plantations under Franklin Pugh's 
confrol. Purh and the laborers bound themselves to comply 
with the provisions of General Orders No. 23 (above, pp. 32l- 
a5), The laborers were to receive as compensation, pnyrble 
nt the end of the yenr, one-fourteenth of the net proceeds 
of the commercial crop, the amount "to be paid to each to be 
ascertained and determined in proportion to the amount and 
value of the work performed by each—-" Certain plantation 
rules were probably laid down by Pugh at the time of con- 
tracting, but thoy did not make part of the written apree- 
Pon une 

Pugh's preference for paying one-fourteenth of the crop 
instead of fixed monthly wages was readily understandable. 
On New Hope seventy-five hands "signed" the contract. If 
this number had been engaged at an average wage of $5 per 
month for twelve months, their wages would have amounted to 
$4,500, and that amount would have been owing no matter how 


smell] the proceeds of the year's operations. On a basis of 


A a er ere 


PiesGOontrects of A. BR, .Pugh,and susan V. Pugh with the 
fagustin and Whifinel] laborers, February 18 and 20, 1864, and 
the contract of A, F, Purch with the New Hope laborers, Febru- 
poy oed led. ave tn A a.bugh Benerss yihe jtanms' of pthe 
Rontner contract ere mentioned in diary, February 16, 1864. 

Aronme the peners found accompanying Franklin's diary for 
14 is 2 acran containing jottings that are obviously rules 
he heped to enforce in 1864. ‘The most interesting were; 

"one conk for all 

"“tek to po to the hospital & be nursed 

"No hogs—no horse—to be owned by negroes—" 
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ona-fourtoeonth for the Negroes, the crop would have to nnag 


ed 
Mie 


COO, n fentestteally high figure, before the ware bill 


exceoded $4,500. Thus the one-fourteenth arrangement was 


certain to be cheaper than fixed wares, and it was very much 


safer, for if the crop were paltry the ware bill would he 


paltry. 


for 


William W. Purch's views concerning employment of labor- 
wero made clear in a set of resolutione drafted apparently 
presentation at a local meeting of planters. 


Wherens, Imvaccordance with ... (General) Orders No. 23) 
1t hes become necessary for planters to adopt some 
system which will secure uniformity of action in the 
employment of laborers, and at the same time be fair 
and just to both parties, and 


Whereas experience has proved the advantares accming 
to employer & employee who have a joint interest in 
the crop to be produced and 


Whereas, the Cortainty of a partial or entire overflow 
of the plinntnations on the West Side of the Unafourche 
from the unclosed crevasses on the Mississippi river, 
mondor it unsafe & inexpedient for the planters cnulti- 
vatiry farms snubfect to this interruption to make any 
contract for labor involving the payment of a specific 


sum Jn money, therefore 


Pe it resolved. 

That we hereby agree to give our labor- 
Pre!) weit resfor thescoming yoarn,.one fourteenth part 
oimihe neteprocecds; of Whe crop,to.be,dotermined & 
reiilyntethepend of, the) y.ean..«:. 
hosel vedrice Wheat wo wilidacontinuc, ta.allow our, lnabor- 
ears theshelfyof eachy Saturday until 15 July for the 
cultivation of their Crops, the said time to be debited 
to their rpeceunta, as a set off for the snme number of 
exiva hours which they may work during the year. 


Resolved xc That this arrangement or contract will 
eontaimn ey Von .onek ey Cer t - 


omy-oLume 
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Reqaoelved Se That the action of this meeting fs not 
deelenod to interfere with any contract made by 
em tevers with their laborers. 


Resolved &c Thet we hereby efree not to employ the 
leborers of ovr neighbors, without,written permission 
of said neighbor. [10] Cthe 


The eclreumstances of 1864 led Franklin Puch to record 
with considerable care figures on the land, stock and labor 
force with which he worked Augustin and Whitmel]l. Whitmell 
had 600 acres in cultivation, Augustin, 1,200. Of the com- 
bined 1,800 acres, 600 was in cotton, 400 in cane, and- 800 
ia corn. “on Augustin there were 70 miles, 1 horse, and 15 
cows; on Whitmell, 37 mules, 5 horses, 5 cows, 12 sheep, 
and 15 or The total number of Negroes on Augustin was 
ebovt 250 of whom 135 to '160 were hands; on Whitmell there 


| ; 12 
were about 100 Negroes, 60 or 70 of them hands. The labor 


er a ee ae ee. es ee. 


10 
In W. W. Purh's handwriting, signed "W., W. Pugh, 


Chatrmon", 


Peas ficeures are from an undated tabulation in A. F, 
Pocbts hand found sccomnanying his diary for 1864. The 
tabuletion may be a copy of or a summary from the inventory 
mmc rt tha-end- of 8. F. Smith's lease (diary, January 26, 
eh, PS, 1864). The firures for cattle, sheep and hogs are 
penetiled addittona., Swamp land belonging to Auruatin and 
to Whitmel], ftrat set at 2,000 acres and 1,000 acres, was 
reduced by tentative pencilled emendations to 800 and 500 
meres, respectively. Even the higher total of 3,000 acres 
wos aetually far helow W. H. Pugh & Co.'s gross swamp land 


boldinegs (see ovove, p. 65)": 
Laie a2 T§Irureaa are from three sources: (1) lists of labor- 
erg partly to the Aucuatin and Whitmel] lnbor contracts, Feb- 
Vege Pond Ol eods | | tats eof Nerroes "Eaboring on or 
Atterhad to" Ausatin and Whitmel], compiled probnbly later 
Ty E864: and stetemonta by A. F. Purph in returns of conscripts 


from Aueustin and from Whitmell, December 23 and 26, 1864. 
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forces were organized in antebellum fashion. The bulk of 
the ahle-badied bands fell into three larre Fenes for field 
work, "Sucklers", 4, ®-, women with nursing Children, formed 
& fourth gang available for limited field service, Hnandia 
incapable of field work, or possessed of valuable skills, 
were assigned to a dozen or more specialized tasks. The 


roster ran as follows; ?° 


AUGUSTIN WHITMELL 
Male Female Male Female 

Plowmen 36 14 
Shavelaers 1 
Hoe Henda, Men and Boys 52 10 
Hoe Henda, Women and Girls 42 27 
Suckleps 15 3 
Riacksmtths 2 ey 
Cosners 2 
Carpenters l 1 
Gnvdeners 2 2 1 
Crib Hands 2 2 
MIT] Hands 2 2 A 
Water Carrfterar 5 1 2 2 
Nurses 4 1 
Mule and Stock Minders 4 1 18 
Ynrd Servants 2 1 1 2 
Collar Malrar 1 
Basket Maker ead 

Totals 92 68 54 re df 


ii | 


agree ls 9 recanitulation of an undated annlytienl list in 
BaP, Pech Papers my thes 1 pat exists in two copies, one $n ink, 
One in pencidn beth touch. The date 1s probably 1864; at any 
Pa~e It ia nour enouch 1R64 to be reasonably accurate for that 
JEM ha divissSon between the sexes in the above table 
depends both unon a correct reading and a correct assJenment 
Of names, netthar ot ~hich can always be done with certainty. 

Vhe Jist showa the individuel water carrier assirned to each 
Rohe. One Whitneld "Water Hauleronas been countod as aq 
MWater Carrtor" in the tnble above, though 1t 1a possible 
that water handing and witer carrying were different functions. 
Two of the Anruatin plowmen are labelled in the pencilled 
versjson as ditchers, plowmen, and watchmen, According to the 
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Franklin Pugh bessan the crop year 1864 with moderate 
hope. Weather, war, ond Negroes willing, fairly good crops 
might be made, and xt currant prices even modest crops wonld 
yield ample returns. As montha passed this hope wea dashed, 
Crops alroady suffering from a late start on? too ltttie rork 
ware viatted by diabolically bad weathor. The story of this 
miserable year I'rnnklin entered with some fullness in his 
dlary. That pocket volume became a source whence the curious 
might derive a substantial picture of plantation affairs plus 
some hints of public events touching the Bayou. 


March Advanced $153 to negroes on New Hope this 
sel eg TRO DZ es ors a 


March ... Called at W. W. Pugh[{'Js with Judge 
13. H{owell] to see if he would not agrees to pay 
his negroes regularly, and uniformly, so that 
wo could all in this neighborhood act together 
It seems he had already determined on a con- 
trary policy 


March ... Went to Augustin & Whitmell and found 
15. thom planting cane on the former & corn on 
the latter place— cee 


March .... Went to Napoleonville today and got a 
2 Vale permit to keap a gun & revolver [14] 


March ... Wont up to Augustin & Whitmell. Found 
hs there had been no deaths from small pox there 
Sinco my last visit [March 15]. Planting cane 
on both places— [15] 


same version the stock minders on Augustin divided three for 
miles and two for cows, The two Whitmell crib hands appear 
ee eae. oo one. mill hands. «Theslist dinapencll 

shows two nursas instead of one for Whitmell. 


LW Tannin tA Lof ne Drovont marshal March 17, 1864, 
{for perntantvon toa leap revolver, "with the ammunition 
RLlowel by Jaw, for the purpose of hunting, and protecting 
my premises from thteves—" Cf. above, p. 252, n. ll. 


1ophapea waa smn ll pox on Highland January 3 (above, p. 316), 
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e+ This was election day, for Gelogates to. 


a convention to change the conatitution of the 
State ordered by Gen Banks— Jos Dupnty, 
Endalda Pintado, (blank] Ennis were the 
only cendidates., Ten votes only were received 
at Nepeleonville see’ (a6) 

March 
ol. 


Wont up to Augustin & Whitmel] to[deay] ... 
Found them planting cane on both places, and 

breaking up ground They will not be able to 
plant mich over £00 afr]pfents] on both places, 

The soed is not very good, because it was not 
woll covered— The small pox is raging on both 
places. Abnor diod last week— 


April .... [The Hichlana overscer] informed me that 
ae Fndaldo Pintado{']s house in Paincourt{ville] 
was set on fire last night & that Gillet[']s 

House was burnt with 1t. Old Madam Gillet 

dead from fear and excitement this morning— 


April .... Conmencod planting cotton at Boatner today, 
a. end planted fifty eight arpents I think we 
->e Shall plant a little over 200 arpents— 
Went into the Boatner field twice today— 


April .... Went up to Augustin & Whitmell. 
oe are planting cane still on both places, 


They 


eee 


April .... Went up to W. W. Pugh's this morning & 
8. rented about fifty arp{ents] of land from him 
for Boatner. Negro Janick & family left 





end on Augustin February 25, 1864 (diary). The prevalence 
of srall pox led Banks to forbid "all unnecessary conmmunica- 
tlon op travel by plantation laborers" between parishes or 
plantations. General Orders No. 4, January 19, 1864, orfrie- 
etn perorda, ser, I, vol. XXXIV, pt. Ii, lll: Banks to Gar- 
rison, January 30, 1665, Daily True Delta, March 19, 1865, 
The order wags intended as a public health measure, but may 
Incidentally have essisted planters in keeping their labor- 
era from secking other employers. 


ca; election for stnte officers had been held Pabruary 22. 
Cn that oceaston Preanilin spent the day and a conviviel 
evening Jn Napoleonville (diary). He had also witnessed the 
Inausuration of Michael Nehn as governor in New Orleans March 
4. he inauguration brought an "4mmense throng of people 
out in Lafsyette Square" (diary). 
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Bontner today by order of the Prov[oslt Wor- 
Mig ad 17d 


--- Measured off the nogro[e]s['s] mround at 
Boatner and finished planting cotton cee 
--+ Planting corn at Boatner. Hopo they will 
finish today—for some days— We still hve fifty 
arp. of land rented from W. W. Puch to break up 
for corn-& about sixty arp of our own for the 
nesrocs— 


--- Went up to Augustin & Whitmell to day... 
They have finished planting cane on both 
places... They have not planted 200 ar[pents] 
on DOtLnN placas—  ..e. 


--- They are planting com on Augustin & cotton 
OFMe a IsLMO.L 1. as eisie 


«+--+. Hoard that the government had seized all 
the Stenm Blon]ts running in the Bayou— The 
Bello Creole did not come in but the Lafourche 
got to Paincourt about sundown— 


--- otarted for the city this morning with Frank 
{his son, b. January 21, 1853] to put him to 
school. Ellen [wife] & Jennie [daughter] went 
with us as far as the [Lafourche] crossing. .... 


--- [In New Orleans.] Money market very excited 
and every thing except paper money going up— 


eee Fut Frank to school this afternoon—- Poor 
fellow he had not before realized that he was to 
leave home. I am going to see him Saturday— [18] 


-+- Went up to Augustin... Found them planting 
corn and cotton and some of the cotton coming up. 


niioined W. W. Pueh's Woodlawn’ There laa ‘debit 
revi sOL sand aca inston. a. Bpoacner & Co. In iW, WwW. 
Beene ge yee) LOO. 


ad pveviously been taurcht by a noirhborhood 

sn Loutsa M. Duval, who also taurcht Frank's sis- 
and May. Tha tuition rate for Jenny and May in 
69 anel per month. Raceipted bills, balances 
ye LEA4, and May 18, 1864, for teaching Frank in 


126A and 1A64, and Jonny and May in 1862 and 1864. 
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Soma of the cane 1s coming up but not mich No “ 
weols whetover has been done in tt— 


Apr31 Stntd all night at Bellevue and rode over Aurna- 
ao. tin & Whitmell today They will finish planting 

eolton & corn on both places naxt week, and mny 
pet to worl in the cane~ I think 1t will be the 
middle of May before the stubble is dug & the 
ploant cnne scraped The small pox is very bad 
at Whitmell. Only twenty one hands at work at 
Aucustin [where the field handa numbored over 
one hundred jJ—it is very discouraring— 


May eee Went up to Napoleonville to ret Jim Belson, 
3. who had been sent to jail for insolence eres (10) 
May e+ [At Bollevue.J] As I was et brenicCast this 
is morning I waa suprised to hear’ that the Rebels 


Hed passed in the rear of paincourtville this 
momine. I wont out & found the Foderal pickets 
At Patnecourt—ond learned from them that the Reb- 
ela bhvt posserston of Napoleonville last nirht. 
Tt seoma there were but thirty, and they, evacu- 
ated the place early this morning~ {[20] ‘that 


May -»- Fvery thing is quiet today, the peneral 

{fe impression being that there were only about 
thirty Rebels on the Bnyou yesterday who left 
as fast as they could get away—~ There are no 
Federals at Paincourtville— © .., 


May --. This morning the Lafourche put us off some 
Be pork, but did not go far down the Bayou before 
it returnod It appears that there rot in circu- 
Inttion a story that there were five hundred Reb- 
ols at Lrabadie All the Steam B[oa]ts went up to 
Deneldson, but ... returned before dark. The 
whole satory was a fabrication coe 


Moy eee Went ort to Whitmell this morning, & fin- 
she Jshod distributing shoes to the nermroes— I gave 
ont V7 peirs-45 pairs left— In the evening 


ee ape me 


Oth A, hee Og VoparssiseaA receipt dated Office of the 
Provoat Marabeld. opoteonville, May 3, 1864, for $8.00 "for 
’ 


fingo & Bonrd of Boy Jim Belson 


ie) 
“Con thta refit see Leo OL neous. Jor ees woe XXXLV, pt. 


T, M1, and pt. T£T, 478, 498, 508-09, The raiding party hed 
come by skiffs through the lakes and bayous from the Teche. 
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wont out to Auguatin-, found thom Planting 
cotton & breaking up corn ground Bayou ris- 
ing but still six f{edt from the leveos 


eee Distributed shoes to Augustin negroes, 
giving out 160 pairs—20 pairs I brought back 
to Mrs G. Pugh's Mr Dwyer [overseor on Augus- 


tin] discharged Nick Carrol(?] today The 


negroos at Whitmell did not labor very well 
today but finally got regularly to work They are 
planting corn & working corn there—~ .,, 


e+e Spont the day with ladies (his wife and 
Sugan V. Pugh] in preparing the clothing for 
Augustin & Whitmel]~ 


eee Assorted the men[']s clothing of Augustin 
& Whitmell this morning and bound up every thing 
to be distributed tomorrow and next day—~ ..., 
L{ijout Wiggins, Prov(os]t Martial, called to 
seo Mra G@. Plugh]) this morning about her [Negro] 
boy Sawney. ... 


eee Distributed clothes to Negroes on Augustin- 
They secnod pleased with them- It 1s too dry, 
and if we do not get some rain soon, we shall 

have a vory poor stand of every thing, partic- 
ularly of cotton. ...26 


-e- Distributed to Whitmell Negroes their 
clothing today coors 


A warm and very dusty day. Rode over Boatner 
crop, found but little stubble up, and I do not 
believe much more will come up— Went to Assump- 
tion church at 6 o'clock P M to see Miss {[ Louise 
{.] Duval & Mr Berthout married Returned home 
where we all had a right merry time of [it] 
until after twelve o'clock 


e+» Staid at home all day, feeling drowsy—and 
generally bad~ The Brandy was a little too strong 
for me, and rather worsted me last night- .., 


eee. [At Now Hope.) Found the stand pretty 
good, but awfully dry. ... 


eee Mado tho regular advance {of money] in 
the morning to the Negroes on the New Hope 
place, with a few exceptions, who had not 
worked as well as they ought ss eie.s", 
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May (In New Orleans.] I have been very busy all 
o4., day, buying what may be wanted by the Negroes, 


that is(,] what I am bound to give them, for I 
buy nothing for them on account except Tobacco~ 


May ---- [In New Orleans, ] Every thing is very 
fies dull here— Thef{re] is a complete stagnation 


in all lines of business— 

This trip to New Orleans completed Franklin Pugh's pur- 
chase of supplies for the remainder of the year. He had 
kept his purchases to a minimum, yet the needs of the four 
plantations (Ausustin, Whitmell, Boatner, New Hope), with 
their Negro population of about six hundred, had necossarily 
been, larac...Tho.cost. of supplies purchased between January 
eo and July 30, 1864, was at least $17,500. The bulk of 
this sum went for scores of barrels of mess pork at about 
¥oO.75 per barrel and mackerel at $11 to $12 per barrel. “* 
The emphesis on mackerel was an innovation—probably distaste- 
ful to the Negroes—dictated by the extremely high price of 
mess pork, Pugh's purchases in April were too rapid to suit 


A er ee ree 


hime purchases were distributed roughly $3,000 for New 
liope, $3,000 for Bontner, $7,500 for Ausustin, and $4,000 
Pere Vigtine lly, 4iP.isH, Foleyto A. & Pugh, January 23, 27, 
PUGET EL, dex livin 25.) hpri ls S olSBia2o: 50,4. May, 5 LL, LG gi ky 
Uomo! 24 eduvlys 3O,) end. PH. Foley to Susan V. Pugh, May 11, 
July 30, 1864, The ivevoices referred to in these letters 
have not been preserved, but in every instance except two 
the letters mention the cost of the Shipments. ...In these two 


Jnietences the cost can be estimated with fair accuracy. For 
ghoul half the shipments the principal articles shipped are 
mentioned tm the leiters, 


Goeme luxuries wore still purchased for family consumption. 
A small slitpmant vo Susan Vv, Pugh included one case of old 
Virrinia whisky, one case of sherry, and one basket of 


champarne, 
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the Federal authorities. P. H. Foley wrote that it would be 
“ore time before more supplies could be shipped; the Deputy 
Collector said that Pugh had "already received upwards of 

i 10,000 of supplies in the last montitn se By mid-June the 
purchases were straining Pugh's credit. Pp, H. Foley wrote 
that he hoped Pugh would not have occasion to order more 
foods for Augustin and Whitmell "very soon". Foley's cash 
was "potting low", and he was already "in advance" $4,100 for 


Ae) 
Aufustin and $4,270 for Whitmell. New Hope finances were 





ol) 

beeen roley to A, F. Pugh, May 5, 1864. Foley added: 
Hyou may rest assured however so soon as I can get the bal- 
aneo throurh they shall be shipped." further substantisl 
Shibwerts were allowed in less then a week. United States 
Treesury authorities and the military authorities controlled 
Shiprents by a permit system intended to limit quantities to 
the demonstrable needs of the purchaser in order to prevent 
trade throurh the lines. The system, while not very costly 
to planters, was sometimes vexatious, more especially since 
it underwent various changes. For sample instances see P. ne 
Foley to A. F. Purh, October 7, 1863, June 7, December iy 2c, 
ol, 1864; diary, March 2, December 11, 15, 1863, and Decem- 
ber 16, 1864. On tho general subject of trade regulation 
informetion may be had conveniently in the letters of Denison 
to Chase, Disry and Correspondence of S. P. Chase, 297-458, 
passim, All of the regulntions of the Treasury Department 
nre Included In a compendium entitled Acta of Congress and 


pahes endererulations prescribed by the Secretary. of the T'reas- 


we 


UNy a: 2% connerning commercial »intercourse with and in states 
uy Barts oh aAtnhadg caer] area in insu rrec t4 Oe the_ col] ec tJ on, 


ys a ia 14 saa TRL RaMeot captured, abandoned, and cenfis- 





wees bens mts : thescarea of freedmen, and the purchase of 


veducts of Inaurrcetionary districts on fovernment account 


. 
sae = eS he ae _—— 
(reprint, Washinton, Government Printing Office, 1872, 154 p.). 
This compendium contains complete reprints of two earlier sets 
of pesulations published under dates of September ll, 1863, 

ond July 29, 1864. tor the numerous local rules and repula- 
tlons Lssued by the Treasury officials and military author- 
itjes in New Orlenns recourse must be had to the Official Rec- 
or's and to the columns of official notices in the New Orleans 


press. 


Bo H. Foley to A. F. Pugh, June 14, 1864. Pugh made no 
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in better shape owing to a surplus of corn which sold in 
way, L004, Tor the tidy sum of $2,500 cash. “4 

The virtual loss of property right in slaves and the 
crumbling of plantation values called for an adjustment of 
tnx assessments. On May e7 Franklin Pugh stopped in Thibo- 
Caux "to see about assessment of property in Lafourche". 
New Hope had been assessed in 1862 at $168,000 (lend and 
Improvements, #90,000; lee Slaves, $78,000). The assessment 
for 1865 and 1864 was reduced to $70,000. State taxes in 


1862 were $490. The reduced assessment brought them down to 


26 
$204.17 per year for 1863 and 1864. None of the state taxes 





—_——— 


nore purchases of sny consequence until late December, 1864. 


et Heroes) to (A. FF. Pugh], endorsed May TO, L864; 
Moere tO 5D. A. Johnson, overseer on New Hope, for delivery 
or corn by L. C. Aubert (the purchaser), April €2, May 4, 10, 
Po eune 2 Toed 2 by GC. de Bretton, May 10, 1864, and by 
Coolbaugh Grahnm & Co., May 15, 1864; B. A. Johnson, state- 
ment, Cctober 28, 1664; Anna L. (Mrs. L,. C.) Aubert to A. F, 
Pugh, September 3, October 2d, 1864. According to Mrs. Aubert 
her husband bourht the corn as a speculation and lost money 
See Decarcer Purch failed to ship it all at the appointed 
time. She wanted part of the money back. There is no evi- 
dence that sche rot it. Johnson stated that from April 11 to 
July 27, 1664, 1,913 barrels of corn were delivered to Aubert 
oe ee ecuddays TE Ys possible that Furh sold corn to 
bersons other then Aubert, but more probable that all of the 
Joliverices were on Avbert's order, . 

New Hope had also had a surplus of corn in the spring of 
ISGOS RT that thie Puith had disposed of it by an exchange 
with a neighbor for oxen and cows. James Selby, Raceland, to 
hoo buh, Merch 23, 1863 - diary, April 10, 1863. 

OK 


£6 ; ; 
“Diary, Maye (1 eG4s 


oe 


“ The New Hope tnx statements for 1862, 1863, and 1864, all 
dated May 11, 1865, are in A, F, Pugh Papers. 
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cwirg for these three years was paid before Fea pee 

The months down to June of the calendar year were nor- 
mally active months for planters. The last season's crop had 
to be marketed, the new crop started, the yearts supplies 
obtained, the April finoncial settlement made. The war added 
the further task of renewing labor arrangements each February. 
A. Franklin Pugh's activity was accentuated by the scattered 
situation of the plantations under his control. And in 1864 
the settlement with Smith had added to his chores. But with 
the beginning of June he was ready to give most of his 
attention to the day to day operation of the plantations. 


Juno .... We planted corn today [at Boatner] and will 

1. not finish in the stubfle tomorrow I am efraid 
it will not do very well, but the season has been 
so backward and dry that we could not get it up 
before 


June ... They have not finished planting corn in the 
(ee stulfijie yet at Boatnerm They are doing so many 
things at a time, that but few are at work at 


any one thing— ... 


June here was more rain today, more than any day 
5. yet, with a prospect of more still— The ground 
is now wet enough for all purposes If we had 
a food cune crop it would not be so bad, but we 
have to rely principally on cotton, which this 
weather does not suit [at] all, particularly in 
coco ground [1. e., ground infested with coco 


Brass]. 


Tune o.-e. Rode over Augustin today and paid out some 
2 Semone y CL Owthe me proesyt. ade 


~~ 


—— Se 





alas 5 fact is obvious from the date of the statements (May 
1, 1865). The apneesn allotted on the statements for parish 
tnze3 wore loft blank, which may perhaps indicate that. parish 
texea had been pajd an they fell due. All of the statcments 
esJ] for payment within twenty days at the office of the 
sheriff and collector in Thibodaux, 
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-+-- [Continued rain.] Rode over the Whitmel) 
crop this morning and found it worse overrun 
than the Aurustin crop with Brass. There is 
considerable coco on that place 


There was some rain today, & a great deal last 
night. I understand Augustin & Whitmell are as 
much under water as they were a week ago. All 
hopes of making more than expenses are now 
gone. I om afraid we shall not make corn 
enough for a supply, and that we shall not 
have money to buy any coe 


tise Cab ayou 1's falling very rapidly & in a 
short time will probably be too low excevt for 
the smallest boats. I believe I have every 
thing for the year— 


There was some rain today. Rode on Aurustin & 
Whitmell found every thing in a miserable con- 
dition, but they are hoeing the grass out of the 
cone. ... About 1,500 cavalry, and several 
pieces of artillery passed down the left bank of 
the Bayou today and encamped ... above Napoleon- 
ville. The authorities are getting very rigid— 


eee [More rain.] I have not had the heart to 
G0 in the field at Boatner. If we make more 
than expenses, we shall do well, better than 
present appearances justify. Every thing seems 
to be against the planting interest this year 


eee Staid at home all day. I expect to do a 
great deal of that this Summer, as I have noth- 
ing to do, that I can do profitably siete 


-eee They commenced work in the field at Boat- 
ner today for the first time in two weeks— ... 


-e-- There are about 1.000 Federal soldiers ... 
{at Napoleonville], and they are very stringent 
on citizens. A man has no chance at all without 


a pass. 


The change in tone of Federal administration noted by 


Franklin Push was 9 result of the termination of the Red River 


comprdgn in May, 1864. After the failure on Red River Federal 


forces in the Department of the Gulf devoted themselves chiefly 


ee th 
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to the tesks of occupation. At this time Brig. Gen. Thomas 
W. Sherman assumed command of the Defenses of New Orleans 
and Brig. Gen. Robert A. Cameron took charge of the subordi- 
nate District of Lafourche. Prior to Cameron's assumption of 
command in June, 1864, the primary concern had been holding 
the District. Thorough policing had not. been emphasized, nor 
had there been much interest in or knowledge of the intricate 
and troublesome swamp-bayou-lake area west of Lake Verret and 
Grand Bayou. Sherman and Cameron were competent officers 
with a taste for administration. Ample time and abundant 
troops lay at their disposal. They soon achieved a height- 
ened attention to civil affairs, and they made a sustained 
effort, by scouts and skirmishes, often amphibious, to stop 
illicit trade and the incursions of Confederate raiding partics 
coming in from the watery western fringes of the Lafourche 
Aiatnsioins | 

In the early summer of 1864 A. Franklin Pugh made an 


important change in living arrangements. Upon his marriage 


ekg 

For sketehes of the careers of Cameron and Sherman sea 
Dy} etlors op a oa f mea py een Biopraphy, 1G! ’ 436-357, and XVII ° ies 
Qn, Poth of fieers ifked to wield the pen. Before their time 


Poutine documents from posts in the Lafourche district had 
been comparatively Infrequent and brief. With Sherman and 
Cemeron in charree documents poured in and out of the District 
Hfaebatourchesn SealOlfrici alwRocords ,@ser. I, vol. XXXIV, pts. 
[-1V (Janunry-Sune, J64), vol. XLI, pts. I-IV (July-Decem- 


ber, 1864), and vol. XLVIII, pts. I-III (January-June, 1865). 
ieariyveal) ol the material on affairs in «the Digtrict after 
June, 1664, may be found by consulting the volume index 
entries under Cameron. 
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to Ellen M. Boatner, November 27, 1851, he had gone to live 
at Rosedale (which he always called Boatner or een Boat- 
ner), the Boatner family plantation which lay between Mra. 
Thomas Pugh's Madewood and W. W. Pugh'ts Woodlawn. This 
arrangement was reasonable at the time. eran wine parents, 
Augustin and Cynthia Pugh, still occupied Bellevue, their 
family home near Augustin Plantation. Franklin was then man- 
aging only two plantations, Redened and New Hope. New Hope, 
far down the Bayou, was outside the Pugh social orbit; no 
Pugh had lived there since the death of Dr. W. H. Pugh nearly 
twenty years before. Boatner was thus the logical base for 
Franklin. Transfer of Augustin Pugh's property in Assumption 
to his sons in 1853 did not materially affect Frenklin's 
routine, for operation of Augustin and Whitmell was entrusted 
to W. H. Pugh. The death of W. H. Pugh in 1857 shifted gen- 
eral responsibility for Augustin and Whitmell to Franklin, 
but one of his brothers was available for spot supervision. 
In the spring of 1862 the brother went off to war. Thence- 
forward the situation was very awkward. Franklin, living on 
| Boatner, had to direct the operation of New Hope, thirty-two 
miles down the Bayou, and of Augustin and Whitmell, eight 
wilea up the Bayou. New Hope, under an able and trustworthy 
overseer, got on well enough with the attention Franklin 

rave it on trips to and from New Orleans. But Augustin and 
Whitmell badly needed a resident male Pugh to meet emergen- 


cles, frequent under war conditions, and to keep the Negro 
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laborers in hand, In the early months of 1864 Franklin made 
frequent and sometimes protracted visits to the plantations, 
Such visits, piled on top of the usual trips to New Hope and 
the City, meant that he was constantly on the move and had 
little time at home. The presence on Boatner of J. M. How- 
ell, Ellen M. Pugh's brother-in-law, made it unnecessary for 
Franklin longer to carry responsibility for that plantation. 
Franklin's parents were both dead, and his family home, Belle- 
vue, was available. Under the circumstances, he turned over 
active management of Boatner to Howell, and moved his family 
and chattels to Bellevue. Thenceforward his attention to 
Roatner, almost constant since 1852, became perfunctory. New 
Hope he continued to manage as in the past. Augustin and 
Whitmell were now daily under his eye. With them he was to 
struggle through long, and often unhappy, years, °° 
June... Rode over Augustin and found them working, 
25. they have cleared off a great deal of the cot- 
ton, and ere plowing the cane. But every thing 
looks very unpromising If I make enough to 
etert bisiness another year I shell ba satis- 


fiet., I am afraid I shall have a very unpleas- 
ant time of it with these plantations 


a ne eee 


im Cha move “rom Boatner to Bellevue see diary, June 7, 
et eee eee ina len M. Pueh® [perrevuel tora. F. Pugh, 


[Boatner], enlorsed May 28, 1864. The mova soems to have 


been 8B very protracted and laborious affair, Nor was it 
vomolete in all detaila, for many of Franklin's papers were 
abit) in tng Boater house when it burned in June, 1874, 
eee oe to RG. Martin, July 12, 1876, Martin Papars. 
oye djstelbution of the A, FF, Push Papers, which are scat- 
Lemjase before es and full from 1863 onward, shows that 


Praniclin took with bim ta Bellevue poners chiefly of current 
Interest, Most of his older papers undoubtedly want up in 
amoka with the Bontner house, 





> 






a > as 


-wot .M ,t Yo dendeol he eae 4 


: ray 


Trescesenns Jt stan ,wal-cl-erdord - fs 19 


bert brie 


“Gq Jant tol yilidiancqsed YTIN9 oF: ~ 


+ 


Sid Or 


8 ,baeb diod erew esnorsq Bath 
i, ‘aJemvorls edd teball ,6fidellevse eas ,oov 
le iNOMmeatanam evisoan 


2®lovJjarls bra 


.18Setjanl 












-3435- 


Mine ...a Haunted off Harry Starnor *& family from the 
27. Whitmell plantation today, & went to Nanoleon- 
Villo ahout the matter. I wish to pat him 
sent out of the pariah to the city if possible 
ee. Jonnts & May [Push's daughters] commenced 

School with Madame Toureayu 


June ... Want to Napoleonville this morning paid 
29, off Harry Starnor & family and returned to Whit- 
mel} with a se[rjgeant to see all of Harry[']Js 
things restored to him He took of (f] two large 
Hogs three pigs—some chickens & a mare and 
aE & epee ees 


June ... Rode over Augustin today. They are getting 
SO. along pretty well with the work considerinz the 
times but there is considerable gzrass in both 
cotton and cane, But it is all ¢rowing and if 
we can have food weather long enough to enable 
us to clean it soon I hope it will do tolerably 
well 


July .... Some of the negroes were unruly today on 
its Whitmell and the overseer gave one of them a 
good punishing 


July ... Yha Army commenced pressing horses azain 

Ore today at Paincourt— They took two from Mrs. 8S. 
V. Push, and about half a dozen in Paincourt~ 
They must contemplate making a move of some kind, 
in soma direction—~ Some say to reinforce Grant, 
but nothing 1s known. The officers keep their 
Own secrets, 


July ... The nerroes on Augustin did not work after 

wee brankfast, & at Whitmell after 11 o'clock A. M. 
It wos pretty gonerally a rest day with them in 
tho noaishborhood Mrs Ss. V. P. & Mrs F. P. went 
down to Napoleonville today to see about the 
horsoa taken yesterday. They succeeded in pet 
ting, back one of them. The other they [1. 6., 
the Army] determined to keep. [30] 


er nr te re ee ee ee ee im 
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20 + a6 P. Wireings, Provost Marshal of Assumption Parish, 
Nenolsonville, to Mra. A. F.. Pugh, Anreust 8, 18564, enclosed 
aoreestot which would enable her to secure in New Orlaans 
thie money Cor her herve, 

J, M, Howell, Napoloouville, to A. F. Pugh, [Bellevue], 
Joly 15, 1864, advised Franklin to come down "to pet a pro- 
teetion for your horanrs" on Boatner, "I have obtained a 
protection for mine thia Or Unie 
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-.. Wont over the Plantations. Tha cerong are 
very prasay, particularly the Whttmel] Ona. 
If the fall is not very favornbla, the nlace 
wil} not make expenses, and Ancustin will not 
do mich better, There is more cane thera fon 
Aveustin] and the crops have been better 
woPired., Prt: 


see Mr Dwyer [overseer on Aucuntin] encacad 

" new clerk today and I am goinz to try to start 
him risht. The book keeping haz been very badly 
done on both places up to this time. TI hope to 
ret alonz samo[o]ther after this and more corractly 


T spent the doy on Ausustin & Whitmall endeayvenr 
ine to met the business well started there, JI 
find the overseer on Whitmell [C. L. Minou] is 
very careless or does not know what to do. I 
will make something of him if he has the proper 
stuff in him, which I am afraid he haa not— iy 
saw more of [the] Whitmell crop today than I have 


-befors sean and tt 13 worse than I thought, .t 


wis. The cane 1s very grassy and very small 


«+. Made the rounds today on Whitmell to see 
the sick, and mark down the dodrars. ... 
{Found no dodgers, but there were nine sick, 
all excant one women with sick children or 
themselves sick.] One of them I ordered to go 
out after dinner leaving her child with the 
minse, I did not have time to go over Auveustin. 
The Whitmell women are awfully demoralized— 


Saturday.) oo... %I found some of the women in 
their houses, washing in the morning at Whit- 
moll. They seem to think they can leave work 
when they please. TI will endenvor to teach 
them better If they will leave work when they 
plesaca, IT will pay,when I please 

C money : 

see. LT bertin to like the neirhf[bor]Jhood [here 
at Bellevue] and prefer it to the Boatner 
[netehborhood)]. It is like old times— Though 
Jt hat been twelve years since I left here and 
thrae years of the time this terrihle war has 
bean colnet on, T have still a larce number of 
ald anqueintanens— 


eee THIS [rainy] weather 1s ruinous and those 
who dapend only on cotton, will hardly be able 
to mske both enis meet~ Rode over both places 


x 
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thia morninse snd found that the systom IT have 
edonted works well I can now tell to a hand 
every hend that Is working, and whore he should 
work & If one shirks I can tell whom he 1a— 


July .... J made the usual round among the sick 
12. today, which took me until 11 otclock &. M[{.] 
on Whitmell--  Dined on Aurustin and made the 
rounds on thore after dinner There are over 
SO stek on Aurnatin & 15 on Whitmell. 


OMY, .40% Ulehoawrd todny the reriment at Nepoleon- 
13. ville would probably be brought un to Paincourt- 
ville on scconnt of the mud. If they shonld 
come we shall be ruined and shall lose all of 
our small things. The number of sick dimin- 


ished some today— 


July .... I heard yesterday that the caterpillar has 
14. mnde ifs apnesrance near Donaldsonville & 19 ruin-~ 
ine the cotton If the[y] become general the 
cotton crop is sone [31] 
today 
July ... Visited the plantations/to see the sick, 
15. and found about the usual number complaininr, 
thouch not many really sick. ... The Bayon is 
pottine quite low, the largest boats in the 
trade have had to leave the trade [for the 
season], on account of low water 


July [(Snturday.] ... As the ladies went to Nanoleon- 
16. ville on Business today, I staid at home—the rule 
being that some grown white person should always 
be in the House, sate 


July ... Went to Bontner & spent the day— .... 
7. Judee J. M. [Howell] gives a very gloomy account 
of thines at Boatner 


July ... Rode over Aucustin in the afternoon—found 
18, them hoeing the cotton, and plowing cotton & 


CBN ecee 


July «. Sosekode, over: thewplantatilona?. Si) Fournd! the 
19. nerroes working as usual and fast clearing up 


“lone pavarna of the emny worm, first mentioned by Purh in 
this entry, ware soneral in the lower Mississippi Valley in 
the antourn of 1864. RB. 1, Wiley, "“Victssttudesn of Early Recon- 
atirruet ton Farming tH the Lowar Misstssinopt Valley", Journal of 
Sonthern Hiatory, 1TE (November, 1937), 446, 447. 
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tha crops. Tho scorn seems to ba Improving but 
Ltawesty bo ofinn, short ofp na, fulls cron.) oso 


July .... Started for the city by way of New Honea 
20. afttenidinnern. a. 


July .... The cotton crop on New Hope is better than 
ee. on Avueniatin & Whitmell, and may do well if the 
. worms do not Injure it. The cane is very small 


duly ... Found the cotton crops on the Rail Road bat- 
23, ter than any I have seen on Lafourche. There is 
vory little cane on the rood, and that 1s small 
--es Times seem to be dull in the city but 
prices ara very high- 


July .... Did not mect an acquaintance today in the 
24, clgoy bets 


July Went out tolay to fill some commissions, and 
eo. LOMO epricqsenbout SO pr ct higher than two 
montha azo-,and still poing up. I hear the mer- 
chants do not care to sell at all, as they seem 
to thick Green Backs will go down—and their 
goods, will rise proportionally— ...«... 


July Left the city this morning by the Opelousas cars 
27. for New Hone.... I think we shall make corn 
enough thers but none to spare. 


July Lonned the nazroes at New Hone today some money. 

28. Some I would not lend as mech as I did before, 
for some minconduct. The{y] grumbled consider- 
ebly, and seemed to think grent injustice had 
been done them: They are fools and I fear will 
never lsarn sense—~ Nothing but fear of punish- 
ment will get them to behave well eee 


July ... Stopped in Thibodaux a while [yesterday] & 
99, pald my Income tax & manufacturer[']s tax-— .... 


a Lyle wep altevuds)ierad. Balkddid motigo jon ithe planta- 
30. tions today, as I wished to avoid a scane They 
have not been behaving well on the Augustin plece 
atnen my pheance— I think it best to let them 
cool Gow, before I see them ‘T'hore are three 
compentas of cavalry encamped on the Aurustin 
place and they are very good men 


qaiy (Sunday.] ~:.°2° Staid°athome all day—reading 
31, and brineins up my books. I have a great deal 
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to do in that way, which will req:ijre one 
monthf{'] attention. Plantstion business 
involves a great deal of writin-, bresidas 
tho rrenat trouble of monaring necroes It 
is the last business ## #A #YEVA I would 
engase in, Jf I were not compelled to do it. 
iI hnve IJnsnd end have nothing else to do 


August ... I did not find that the crops had 
‘= AImproved mich [on Augustin]. They are cleaner 
than they were, but are not larger- ... The 
prospect is gloomy— 


August Went ovor [the] plantations this morming. ... 
ae It. requiros half of the day to see the sick 

on tho two places, and the afternoons I stay 
at home, I can [not] give my better attention 
to plenteation business, undor this arrangement, 
and I mint adopt another one, which will 
ensble me to give some attention to the plan- 
totion matters—- ... 


Aucust As nuannl, visited the plantations today, and 
Msi Brocer oe. Torotbo sick. «1 never callva 
physicinn unless the case is serious— This 
mornine one of the men on the Aurustin place 
rot into a difficulty with the overseer and 
ran off—- I do not care where he goes, but 
Nope he WL.l never ©recCUrn. ‘e's 


August .... There are quite a number of sick or com- 

4. plainins on Ausustin—Whitmell is more moderate— 
David Bolen{']}s son Morris came very near being 
killed today in the corn mill— His collar bone... 
is broken & his Jaw ... considerably hurt. I 
think he will recover— [32] 


Aumusu. {Saturday.] ....., I did not, go on the planta- 
oo: tiona today, as I was detained in the House 
sending out rations to the negroes— ... 


By orter of Major General Banks, weekly rations of plan- 


tation laborers were to "consist of not less than the following 


ee 


te pe PE nentdents to Nerroes were not uncommon. One of 
tha Boatner Narroaa, Joe Douglas, had been severely if not 
fatally wounded earlier in the year. A. F. Pugh, dilary, 


February 22-23, 1964. 
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emaunt and variety"; 


Ibs. of pork or bacon or 8 lbs. of beef 
Jes. of corn meal 

lbs. of "flour or soft bread" 

Ib. of benns or peas 

los, of "potrtoes or other suitable vegetables’ 
O25. Of "sirear 

Plld. of vinesar 

Bill of molacses 

OF Ge OF onp 

OFS Or stim a0 t 

oz. of candles 


NAN ee EOC 8 enn 


= 
— 


A 


Children under twelve were to receive half rations.” The 
standard set in this order approximated very closely the 
antobellum standard of feeding (above, p. 58); hence the 
order had little or no effect upon the practice of such "old 
planters" #3 the Fuchs. Franklin Pugh kept his principal 
items of Issue, mess pork and mackerel, in carefully guarded 
central storage, making fortnightly distribution to the plan- 
tations. The three hundred and fifty Negroes on Augustin 

end Whitmell] consumed fortnightly about eight barrels of 
mess pork and six barrels of mackerel worth at time of pur- 
chase about $2300. Total outlay on rations for the year 
probably fell below £15,000." Comparison of this outlay 
with’ Denks's estimates of what proper rations wero worth made 


25 
1t appear that Franklin was underfeedinr. In reality the 


ee te ae re ree er ee ree 


“Department of the Gulf, General Orders No. 92, July 9, 
164, An Banke, Wmonetpeted Labor, 42-43. 

nA 
Toth] expense of the two plantations in 1864 was about 
KOO HOO, Ratsons necounted for the greater part of expense, 
but by no means 8l] of Lt. 
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On the banis of cont figures from his chief commissary 
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discrepancy betwoon Purchts outlay and Banks's estimates of 
market costs might be larzely explained by two facts: (1) 
provisions were much cheaper when Franklin bought early in 
1864 than they were when Banks's estimates wore made, and. 
(2) surar, molasses, corn meal, beans, pons, potatoes and 
vereatrbles wore Jarraly or entirely plantation Products that 
did. not fisure in outlay .”° 
At. the beginning of August, 1864, orders issued for the 
7. 
conscription of Negroes into the United States Army.” Plant- 
Ors wero froatly alarmed at the prospect, and they were to 
be much harrassed and somewhat injured by the execution. 
Aurust ... In the afternoon went to Napoleonville 
8. to attend a plenter[(']s meeting, held for the 
purpose of sending a committee to see the 
authorities relative to conscripting our 
negroes. We hope to gain time, which may 


enable us to save our crop If they execute 
the orders [now] out, we shall be ruined 





officer, September 21, 1864 (ibid., 43), Banks stated Cibo Gar 
15) that wholesale cost of the prescribed rations, not includ- 
ing transportation, was twenty-one cants per Gay per person: 


if "trensportration and profits of retail tradera" were included, 


"the cost of the lnborer's daily ration would not be Jess than 
forty to fifty cents a day", The cost of supporting the 
“Negroes on Ausustin and Whitmell in 1864 at twenty-one cents 
per day for 195. hands and ten and one-half cents per day for 
155 non-handa would hava been about $21,000; at forty cents 
and twenty cents, about $40,000 


AGB 


pOrneratioug soc sbove. op. 855; diary, September 17 and 

Be eOrorne. Leas. aad C. *],. Minou, [overseer], Whitmell Plan- 
Poriinee to hw. i, biriye Aurast oO, ceptemenr o. 17° October oe 
ee, Novembored, 1664... Whiitmellh apparently received two or 
three barrels of pork and two barrels of mackerel] each 
Cfortntent. 


ed 


ST parnartment of tha culf, General Orders No. 106, Aurvst 2, 
Pee eid icieal Kecords, ser. I, vol. Rieke, De Lin alten LO 
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«++ Rode over the plantations today, and 
visited the sick. There is a child on White- 
moll quite sick with fever. I forgot to see 
her yestorday, The grasthas commenced grow- 
ing again, and I think we may have a pretty 
&00d hay crop if nothing else to save. We 
have not cut a stick of wood on either place 
and will not cut any before September 


-e+- Called on the Brulé [Whitmell] to see 
the sick and found the child that was sick 
yesterday no better. Many directions had not 
beon followed Gave it oil, and I think it 
will be better.... 


It rained today again. It 48 now too wet to 
plow and the grass is making great progress in 
overcoming the cotton The green{?]) catterpil- 
lar [sic] too has set to work on it They seem 
to be in overy neighborhood but not on every 
placa We have a great many sick on the plan- 
tations two or three very sick. ... 
Mrs Tom Sprague[{']s Baby was buried this morn- 
ing at 9 o'clock- They endeavored to get the 
Rev. Mr Phillips [Episcopal] from Donaldson- 
ville to read the Service but, they would not 
give him a pass to come down, and they talk of 
sending him out of the lines. I read the Ser- 
vice 


eeee They have commenced conscripting negroes 
in the parish, and are taking them by the 
dozens. 


eeee They are conscripting nefroes in this 
noighborhood today. I fear thoy will take off 
all our able bodied men from us, and that we 
shall not save the little we have made 


Thero was rain again. The roads are worse 
than I have before seen them this year or 
for many years All work has coased on plan- 
tations, There [are] a few chopping woeds & 
They are conscripting 
nesroas, very thoraghly about Mincourt, and 
Are taking nearly all the good men 


Went to Napoleonville this morning to see about 
tho conseription of our negroes on Augustin & 
Whitmell. Brown was fool enough to volunteer 
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Prem Portper and could not be dLasusced fram 
noire off— 9 Our Rruly place (Whitmed)] will 
net hehe expenses af the crops ere. saved. and 
1 do not fecl sure of saving them The cat- 
terpiller bas appeared on both places 


Aurust The Provest Martial. sent in a list of nero 

19.0 men to [be] taken off Aurustin & Whitred) for 
soléters. 14 from the former nnd 10 from the 
intter. five of..the number, three from Aurus- 
tin & & from Whitmell were exempted under the 
order for conscription— They will have to go 
down to Thibodeaux in the morning. I was over 
the pleces this morning’ to see the sick, this 
efternoon to make arrangements for the leaving 
of the conscripts Heavy rain & got wet (38] 


August oo... Went to Napoleonville early this morning, 
eo. to see the negroes of[fJ—~ Two did not come 

down but cna volunteered -»- The rords are 
in an awful] [sic] condition~ The continued 
rains ond hauling on them have made them as 
bad an I hnve ever seen them The[{y] must 
becore imnassable for carts in a few deys, if 
the bad weather should continue so long 


August .... Some negro Soldiers went on Whitmell this 
23. afternoon and took off seven men whom they 
claimed as deserters from the army. I am sure 
the conscript negroes sent off on Saturday have 
told this story~out of malice. As they had to 
go they wished to [compel] all to go- 





OOnhe Liat, on a printed form, endorsed by Purch "Conscript 
Dist Aum 1a/64", f2 in A. F. Pugh Papers. On the back of 
tha sheet the nrevort marshal directed Purh to send with the 
Neeraag "eartifitente of Labor performed wares per month, 
elass of Labore: rmmount paid & amount due." Another sheat, 
apperentiy in the hance of the Whitmell overseer, listed the 
pireteen Nerracs who were actually to be taken. George Cooke 
wes shown ant boetns atek: Mat Chillis and Washin«ton Coleman 
were both "badly knock kneed". With the two lists is an 
order, August JG, 1864, by Joe F, Wiggins, Jieutonant and pro- 
vost marshal of Assuyption, exempting five of the Negroes on 
tiie “Gorecriny inst’ of twenty-four. : 

seventean Nepro moan-one arad 19 years, one ared 20, one 
ncod’ and fourtecn sred £9 to 38B-were ordered conscripted 
{vom Now Hope. W. HM. Thrall, captain and provost marshal of 
the Parish of ial ourone. to A..F. Pugh, printed form letter, 


Augrtpetl, 164, 
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August ... Wont to Napoleonville early this morn- 
24. ing about tho nogroes arrested yostorday as 
deserters, and got them all off but Bazil, 
who his been dotained on a charge for fighting 
and stabbing a strange negro. His trial will 
take place early in the morning The recruit- 
ing Major behaved very well in the matter, and 
left the whole matter with the Provost They 
[the allegod deserters] could not be identified 


August ... I went there [Napoleonville] early in tho 
25. morning about Bazil He was released and sont 
home I hope to hear nothing [more] of con- 
scripting negroes at least for this year. They 
conscripted 18 and two volunteered .... 


Of the eighteen Negroes conscripted, five had ranked No. 
1 hands, nine No. 2 hands, two No. 3 hands, and two No. 4 
hands, They had worked variously from 73 1/4 to 121 days 
between February 23 and August 20, and had received advances 
ranging generally from $5 to $15 each. Franklin's reports 
at the end of the year showed that ten of the eighteen 
conscripts never became soldiers and six were back on the 


plantations. 


The man Gsorgea,was not taken from the place [Augustin] 
on account of i111 health, and the men Charley Powell, 
John Louis, Sandy & Gabriel Gibson, were sent hones, 
and have, excepting the latter, been sent, by orders 
of the Provost Martial, to work on the Levee in Point 
Coup6e. Bob Eliya, returned home, shortly after his 
conscription, and went to the City, where I saw him 
‘in Nov. Iast (1864J-— 


The man Wash Coleran was so disabled from Rheumatisn, 
thet he was not taken from the place [Whitmell]. Tom 
Simmons returned by consent of the Authorities and is 
now on the place, after having been taken to Point 
GonpSe for Levee work and sent home, for inability— 
Henry Thomas & Peter Jones returned shortly after the 
conscription & are now on the plantation. [359] 


“I mnree sheets for Augustin and three for Whitmell containing 
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Pranklin Purh's relations with Federal officers in the 
est year of the war hea an appenrance of very considerable 
frtendliness. The more rndical Northerners, especielly 
those concerned about the Negro, disapproved socinl inter- 
course between officers and planters becouse they thourht the 
off!cers likely to be cajoled into the planter point of view, 
brie. Gon. Cameron, commander of the District of Lafourche, 
believed that "the old and original planters" in his District 
remained as a mass "enemles of the Government", and complained 
that Provost marshals "and other officers have allowed them- 
selves to he dined and wined into 4 blindness to ... covert 
eis ta op The more extreme Southerners likewise frowned 
upon friendly relations with Federal officers as being frater- 
nization with the enemy. Despite such disapproval, Franklin 
Purch played both the casual and the formal host to Federal 
officers, military and civil. On August 27 Bellevue was the 
scene of "a very pleasent (noon] dinner party" given for the 
officers at Patncourtville and the post commander at Napo- 


41 
leonville, Three days later the post commander, the 





Cr eremene  aee ea eee ee eee 


"poturn of Consertpts" made on a printed form sent out by 
Thomes W. Conway, Superintendent, Bureau of Free Labor, 
Department of the Gulf, dated December 12, 1864. The first 
two sheets Jn each set were imperfectly filled out; the last 
and definitive sheet in each set was dated by Purh December 
26, 1864, and anproved by J. W. Greene, Provost Mershel, 
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Captains Steele, Howk, and Mitchell, and Lieutenant 
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colonel of his regiment, and the provost marshal wore Frank. 
Jin's. guests torether with vartous civilians including Dr. 
Thomas Cottman and G, Wnigones of Glenwood (whom Franklin had 
onea dubbed a Neon savont st"). Franklin's comments on such 
ocenSions revealed a mixture of enjoyment and calculation, 
"Wo had a very pleasant time and all BELA HASH seemed to enjoy 
thenselves The officers were very fine fellows & polished 
Petigoman."° Enrolling officers who called to take dinner 


later in the year "were clever and affable, and left I think 


with ea good impression of Wentian 


Dinner parties conld afford but a momentary diversion 
from the dismal plantation scene. 


September ... Rote on Aurustin and found about the 
ifs usual amount of sickness and loungers on the 

place They are plowing the cane, laying it 
by, which ought to have been done early in 
July. The worms have not absolutely destroyed 
the cotton but I fear, the next vatch of them 
will do it. Some pieces they have completely 
riddled No news— 


September .... Went on Augustin this morning, and 
Bs found a new crop of worms at work on the cot- 
ton, they are about half grown, and I think 


es ee ee ee a ne eye 


tee on eae he lors Retrent, to A.’ 2 Pugh, “acceptance, Aug- 
Davee looses wiary, Aurust 27. ‘1864. 

4" f 
See a ee a) LOG: “Mnfor J He clybourn, Napo= 
Pee te tea Pugh Aust SO T8649, ‘acceptance’ for him- 
self and Col. Hasbrouck Davis, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry. 
ia 0° re ‘ Novambhs n l 1 4 L2aG4 

Mi tho auhbject of thia paragraph see alan diary, July 18, 
wt, wantembar 39. Novembor 25, 28, 29, December’ 4, 14, 17, 
1964: January 27, March 10, 1865. 
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they will about finish the entton by the time 
they ars Cally crown 


Santember .... Yasterday, 1t seems soma robela suprised 
3, & party of Union soldiers across tha rrand 
Bayou, and captured most of them [44] 


voptember .,.. The army is motting very virilant since 
4. a few deys, They have pickets now just ahaova 
our House, and to day they commenced evacuating 
Painconrrt to go to...[Napoleonville]., T enn- 
pose [they] think it bad policy to have their 
troops so much scatterad, They sre enpprehen- 
Sive of the Rebels coming 


September ... This mo[rning] all of the troops were 
be drawn from Paincourt to Napoleonville prea 
This was election day [for ratifiention of a 
new stete constitution and elaction of conrress~ 
remieoeuut F forcot it entirely in thinking of 
the troubles around us 


September ... We are still plowing the cane before lay- 
o. ins {t by, which ourht to have been done in 
Juno, Went over the plantations this morning, 
found two very sick on Whitmell. Called the pr 
in to nee them [45] The Bayou 18s low and on a 
stand but one boat still navigating it 





re se ne eee +2 ee ee 


nase pee G Serecoris, ser. 1, 1vol. XL, pt. I, 750-34. 


225, L. Minou, Whitmell, to A. F. Pugh, Paincourtville, 
September 5, 1864; to 

"You will planse ‘send me a Doctor for Fmt ly Blake's child. 
ohe $9 vory sick with worms. 

"Several of my hendia have run off unter {sics] pretention 
of fefaletne the rebela, even my yard handa; they refused to 
eee sIpper for me; I want them no more to wait on me, if 
bey come nel thay shall gto in the fteld« toswork nt 

Pinaway honda wera of eourse a matter for the provost mar- 
shel, Sereannt GCaw~winoer, Clerk, Office of tthe Provost Marshal, 
Nopatkeory tel Os mero. Aso weePuicch. september 61, EPG) thet? the 

PIs. Wiel? wow Orleans. Gardner waa sendine thea Nerroes 
"heek to the plantation with the inatrmations to go to work 
Pi wel Seite Sraln—oen pain of nunishmont... They, all.sey 
het they ern wllline to work but are afrat{d thnt the Rebs 
mit) KITE them-T told them to stay until the Confeds came— 
thet they would not molest the Neproes—but— If you deem it 


necerasary to senj them off do so 
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September oo... Went over the plantations tn the moarn- 
if eet Ae sick improving Plowtne tha 
emma sttil think they will fintsh th3a week. 
Wa wS1) then fo to enttine wood andl pieking 
Cotton fet 4 don({')t think we shell make 
thirty Beles on both places 


ea 


Franklin heard September 9 that Confederates had the nirht 
before entered Lohbadteville, “robbed the stores", killed G. G. 
Guerrin, and potten clean away. Guerrin wns, according to 
Brig. Gen. Cameron, "the most active, energetic, and valuable 
Union friend wa had tn the whole district." His killinc wes 
puntshed by an assessment of $5,000 against five Creole fami- 
lien, living in the neizhborhood of Labadieville, whose sons 
were suppodged to have been members of the pe Eades ano Goze a 
The fine, payables to Guerrin's estate, was assessed in pro- 
portion to the property of the persons fined. Widow Valentina 
Boudreaux, whose son Omar allegedly commanded the Confedorats 
party, was assessed only $102, while Jean Webre, a substan- 
tial planter, was Been eed &3 355. This punishment did noc 


4 
however, put a stop to the molestation of zealous Unionists. 


ee we eR re ne mee ene 


1G oprpetal Pee ie lecor.. Be Vol? XiGaint SelincAhe nhs JII, 
7714. Vor Meleral efforts to deal with the Confederate force 
reaponaible for the enpture of the Federal sconting party 
work af (rend Payor (Santember 2, above, p. 355), and the 
reid oen Labadieville (Sentember 8B), see ibid., ser. I, vol. 
Me eos GP 1-24, pt. IIt, 17, 52, 64-65, 102, lls, 
oes Lot Poent ies. 185, 298, G17, 470, 701-02. 


at 
a second athamnot neatnst the Pintnades of Fatncourtville, 
wha seam to breve bean the most active Unionists in the vpper 
part of Aasumotion, toate place a few months later (diary, 
Mopel IP, 2P65). Tho first had occurred in April, 1864 


(above, p. 251). 
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The Whitmell overscor had announce? Sentamber 3 (Satur. 
day) his intention of putting "the childron et cotton pick- 
ing on Monday... The field back of the house is white with 
cotton," Picking commenced on Augustin a week deter, Frunk- 
lin thought 41t would be a "wonder" if tho 690 acres in cote 
ton on the two places yielded fifteen bnias, © 


September ... Visited Anrustin & Whitmell today, and 
3. Found about the usual amfoun]t of sicknea: 
Nothine aerfous and consideroble possuming 
The cotton 18 coming in Very slowly as 1 
don{']t think they pick more than a few hun- 
dred pounds pfler] day— 


September .... Bacca [one of the house servanta at 
A Gaus Bellevue] got to be very impertinent today 
to Fllen [Franklin's wife] who went to Napo- 
lsonville to complain of her. The soldiers 
enlled for her about midnight [49] 


September [Gnturday.] I did not visit the plantationa 


BEARS today but staid at home to Five out the 
Pee t.ona The assessors or rather census 


takers, called today, to pet the aces of the 
family & the nerroes., What the object.ia I 
am unable to say, but it is said to be for 
no military purpose They may not have that 
object now but of course the[y] would make 
uso of [it] as such if it was required, [50] 


ee eee 


: i. Minow, Whitmell, to AF. Pugh, Paitncourtville, 
eeviember 3, 1964; diary, Septamber 10, 12, 1864. 

sss) : 
Vanna prasumabiv returnad to Bellevua after 80mea sort 
of punishment. Sho figured in a later list of house ser- 
vanto 


10 
The census takora were perhaps making a "paristry"” of the 


aie "ero, sax, wares, former owner, and residance" of each 


lohorar en ell of the lancer plantations in the Department of 
ThewGulf.« Such.a rezistry was compiled under the direction 
of Thonaa W. Conyay, Cuperintendent Burernu of Froe Labor, 
weeehtineeeporteof Fabrunry 1, 1865, Officlal Kecords, ser. I, 
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Soptember ... Rode over the places. today, and found 
wo. thet all the sick were Rettins well They 
Are evltine hay on both places—~ The catton 
bes been picked over twice and I SUONNSEe we 
have sbout 12,000 pounds of seed cotton 
eathered and may be as mich more to eather-, 
end this from over 600 acres of cotton. A 
miserable yield I shall not pay expenses— 


Poapeemver’ —. sn, . The times are very dull, with no pros- 
et. pect of their Gir vane BG ae soon Aan yeor 


September .... Rode over Augustin this morning, and 
3m saw the sick. There [are] always from 20 to 
S0e aoe Oterather complaining.» ..salbid 


September .... Some soldiers visited us about 8 
Ol. o'clock in the night, to rob the hen roost 
but they were fooled 


september .... Rain could do us no food & would inter- 
ae rupt hay msking which is very important, the 
most important work going on It will enable 

us to live another year, by saving corn 


September ... Staid [home] all day to see LifeJut Wis- 
30. sins {formerly provost marshal] who called 
to say goodbye. He is going to join his repi- 
ment in Virginia eeee SEw Major Clybourn 
at Paincourt, just [back] from a scout. [52] 


October .... I did not go on the plantations today 
Re J rarely do on Saturdays or Sundays. Nothing 
new 


October ... Went to Napoleonville today to see about 
A, Tom Lane who is in jail, for attempting to 


] ; é : ? 
Health improved as the fall wore on. Franklin's last men- 
tiorw ef the subject was on November 1; "No sickness of conse- 


vance on afther placa, but lots of complaints" 


1 


areas CEeoOU Ceo eant, see O1CiLciol Hooonls ..seraoL. Mol. 
pagiecw tit. fie ee alk ‘hance in f garrisons coine lded with the 
Chane am provost merchants. The Third Rhole Island Cavalry, 
eee sete ees. replaced the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, 
Coe oro c mri bid... ser, I, vol. XLL, pt. It, 971, 


nt. TV, 363; A. F. Pugh, diary, September 29, October 2, 1964 








A 190 too "to eetos © 
—BORMSGXS 18q Jon (Lode T 


es 
on oilw ,iivh yaay. era bemts tT a 
Tooe tested anijjon ofedd “Qo dp fooq 


Sey JeotieaH orfd Sis Sr ad 
T2W ett anleub lated 


ees 


4 


ery 






I 


[wa aocimntae 


. 2 rq * , ’ 
[2 7 . reas sar 


October 


e 


October 


@ 


October 
ls 


October 
8. 


October 
9. 


October 
Os 


October 
gs 


-359- 


run off with the l2th Illinois [Cavelry 
which left October 2.] He told mo ho wan 
willing to go back home but tho Provost Mar- 
tial required me to show my contract with 
him for the year, which I will do tomorrow 


eeee (At Boatner.] I like Boatner and regret 


that I had to leave it Its quietness is a 


groat recommendation to me, besides the old 
Homostead [Bellevue] ... now the old folks 
{his parents Augustin and Cynthia Pugh) are 
gone is not the same to me 


Staid last night at Boatner, and this morn- 
ing rode over the crop there It is the 
poorest crop I ever saw and the plant cane 
with all the stubble would hardly plant as 
much as was planted this year They will 
roll about 30 arp({ents] of plant cane and 
plent all the balance. They may plant 60 — 
or 70 a[rpents] They will not gather over 
three bales of cotton. ... 


eeee The Ladies started down to seo their 
friends below Napoleonville but meeting the 
cavalry moving this way, they thought it 
prudent to return home— 


eeee Mack[?] brought in two broken down horses 
which the Provost Martial allowed him to take— 
If we can keep them they may be of service 


(Sunday.] ..-. I am losing all hope of seeing 
this cruel war close soon, and I can seo noth- 
ing but ruin after it does close. What is to 
becare of the thousands like me, God oly knows. 
With nothing to do and no property to live 
upon, we must be in a pitiable condition 


eeee 1 nover have been so much depressed in 
mind since the commencement of this war. I 
cen find no object, with which to divert my 
thoughts from the deep gloom which depresses 
me. All is darlmess, with hardly a ray of 
hope in the future— 


eoee L went to Napoleonville today to get 
Tom Lane released succeeded and returned 
home to dinner. eeeo 
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-.e. Thoy are getting alon vary slowly [on 
Aucustin] toward getting ready for rolling, 

and I fear will not be ready beforo the mid- 
dle of next month—- I am trying to do so by 

the first but would not begin rolling before 
the 15. without a freeze 


Peremewourt rather see if dry for some woeks, 
as we could suve a great deal of hay in that 
time which would save us considerable corn. . 


--- Rode over the Augustin place, found the 
plantation work jogging on very slowly, and 
overseer very indifferent as to progress 
MEIG.6  gerere. 
---. Negro woman Pauline, died yesterday of 
Lockjaw & was buried today. In better times 
her loss would have been v{erly [7] great 


.-- Rode over the plantations in the morn- 
ing, and to J A Aucoin's in the evening to 
enmage him to make my sugar. Found them put- 
ting down seed cane on Augustin and gathering 
corn on Whitmell. They will commence putting 
down seed cane tomorrow on Whitmell. Aucoin 
will be up tomorrow to look at the crop, and 
then we will see about a bargain 


Ineaged J. A. Aucoin [as sugar-maker] to 
the sugar on Augustin & Whitmell for 
1 bb of sugar & 1 Do molasses. ... 


make 
$100 


fisovurdoy.)| 1.4... 1 have made an inventory 
of the Pork & fish on hand teday, & find 39 
Bblsa of Pork & 28 Bbls of fish—- This will 
carry us through the year, and very little 
beyond— 


we. CAlled to soe Gen Cameron [commander of 
tic Digthtict fofisLafeurche ] jidtethbbedaux- 
Mopnd him very wrathy about a raid made by 
the Confecerateas in Assumption on [Miles] 
Taylor's Four millions and Dt Ford{']s plan- 
tnijonn last Friday night-— He seemed to 
think the workers of those places might have 
given JrCormation in time to have prevented 
$is succeas. Dined at New Hope 
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Most of the raiders—"guerrillas" in Federal parlence-who 
mide Cemeron wrathy were Confederate rerulars sent from the 
Teche country across the waterways of the Atchafalaya Basin 
into the Lafourche Gistrict. Their missions were to annoy 
the Federal garrisons and to secure information, dc Mites. 
end live stock, Several successful raids were led by Captain 
William A. Whiteker, whose father owned a plantation west of 
Grand Bayou. The area adjacent to Lake Verret and Grand 
Bayou on the wostern side of the upper Lafourche district was 
n kind of no mants lend. Small Confederate parties from 
across the Atcheafaleya could hide out there protected by the 
swamps and by the sympathy of the inhabitants. Federal cav- 
alry scouts tried to push the Confederates back into the 
waterways of the Atchafalaya Thin CHER Federal gunboats 
from Brashear City lay in wait for them. For some months 
these efforts failed owing to the inability of cavalry to 
penetrete the swamps, the intricacy of the waterways by 
which the raiders could withdraw, and Federal ignorance of 
the bewildering geography of the region. As time passed Fed- 
ern] srl tae ee improved their geographical inowledge and 
their tactics. Cavalry from posts on Lafourche went as far 
as possible on horsebeck, while infantry in small boats from 
Brashear City worked with the gunboats to block the avenues 
of Confederate retroat. An operation on this plan near the 


end of the war met with considerable success. 


eee 





fa 
“Very detailed accounts of Federal operations, with some 
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Franklin Pugh had driven hia Slow mules dawn the Bayou 
not to discuss Confedernte raiders with General Cameron but 
to visit New Hope and New Orleans. 


October ... Found the cotton crop ... [at New Hope] 
ZO% almost a complete failure. They have not 
picked more than 1,600 pounds ond will not 
I osm cura pick 400 lbs more, They ere put- 
ting down seed cane & will have only about 
SO erpfents] of poor Plant cane to grind. 
The place will not make expense sali. a 


October [In New Orlenans.] ... Every thine in the 
oa way of business is very dull & every one wears 
& long and desponding face. The present is 
bad enough to drive one mad and there is noth- 
ing left for a better future but hope. Noth- 
ing worth counting has been made in the State, 
and a sreeat deal has been spent, and everhy 
article of necessity is very high-— 


See erem en Nowe Orleans. ] - ...«-.e1ifethe. next year 
8 be should be as disastrous es this hes been we 
Shall be on the point of starvation 


October ... Frank [his son] & I took the cars this 
26. morning & arrived at New Hope about 2 o'clock 

P, M. Found M? Johnson had finished matlass- 
int cane and had left about 54 arpents of 
plant csne te grind— I shall not make nuch 
over half the expenses this year. There can- 
not be more than 30 hhds of suger, and all 
the cotton Picked is 1,585 lbs in the seed 
pune very little more to pick— 


October [Saturdey.] Paid the negroes at New Hope 
29. soma money thourh I know they have already 
hod more than their due, in order to insnre 
the saving of the small Rouen a If they 


Lhourht they were to get nofmore, I fear it 
of cane 


— ee = Bs 290s) Derrhrag Fe ee ere 


iueilicntel iefomeatian on conditions in the Lafourche district, 





Cublobap, oliid=hine, 1269. are in Official Ro.curd siege n 21), 
Outi, Nera PANO eV and Vol. XLVITL » Wilt. Pligandinl bsdMont 
CF the vara references can ba had by consultine the volume 


jademes wiwier IBri¢e 0'dan. Robart A. Cameron. A little Gonfed- 
Cigale gunioreall Medes ila. Mev Stk, L41a-15° 1419-21, 
l4Ae als, AAGG 6) a htee7 78 16Gb 61. 
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wonld be last The cotton crop in Lafourche 
[Perish] 1s a complete failure. Some places 
have made neither corn nor cotton— ... [54] 


The last. two months of 1864 brought the usual quote of 


Nerro troubles, B.A. Johnson reported from New Hope, Novem- 


bor 8, that a former New Hope Negro, Elias, now a discharred 
soldier, had returned to the plantation a week before bring- 
ing with him "in a cart a lot of articles to sell on the 
plantation without permission from me to do so." 


The hands tell me that he is gone to the city to-day 

to return next Sunday, leaving the balance of his stock 

to be disposed of by Green [another Negro]. Armsteed 

has the Smoll Pox ... [probably] brought here by the 
colored people coming here from ... [neighboring plan- 
tations] to trade with Elias and as it will be very 
difffeult to keep it from spreading under present circum- 
stances I would be glad to have Elias ... and his 

store reioved from the plantation as his remaining 

here is a disadvantage. 


Franklin Pugh accordingly wrote the provost marshal of Lafour- 


che asking that Elias be forbidden to visit New Hope. 
ver 
This trefficking would be/objectionable if it 
extended no farther than the Plantation negroes, as 
{4t would afford an easy way of slipping off stolen 
property, such as corn, corn meal, & cotton, and of 





ee — 


4 openklin pcb was an absolutely faithful diarist in that 
he made an entry for every day of the year. In the extended 
extraets presented above (pp. 340-363, passim) the entries 
for many duvs have been omitted entire (as indicated by the 
Sumes in date). Vhese omissions, plus the paring down (indi- 
Cptea by O1lineacs) ef most of the*entrics quoted, Inevitably 
distort ta some extent the impression created by the record 
in its entirety. HFranklints planter preoccupetion with the 
venther barely peeps through in the extracts. More impor- 
tent, the extracts mloss over days that were humdrum and 
idle, whlle they rather overweigh continuous gloom by fall- 
ure to detail the diversions afforded by calls and visits 


to and from relatives and friends. 
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usfne(?] articles they are forbidden to hive such as 

whisky, arms & fumunition, but when it has been car- 

ricd so far, [as] it now has, as to malo my placo a 

rendezvous for all the negroes in the neirhborhood 

of which there are not less than fifteen hundred 

within five miles, it becomes intolerable to me, as 

well as a creat annoyance to my neighbors. .... 

By December 3 Elias had removed his "store", but he himself 
55 
still frequented the plantation. 

Other Negroes gave trouble by unauthorized absence instead 
of unwanted presence. The provost marshal of Assumption 
informed Ellen Mm, Pugh that the provost at Donaldsonville 
had, "as per request", arrested Tempe Nixon, "Bright Molatto 
(sic} woman". "Please state what you want done with her and 

56 
1 am eat your service," Another Negro woman, Frances, had 
departed Whitmell in the Spring of 1864; in December she was 
~so unlucky as to appear at the provost marshal's office when 
Franklin Pugh was there, "I made my complaint and she will 
57 
be attended to." Of a Negro couple who had left Woodlawn in 
March, 1664, Josephine Nicholls Pugh wrote: "Lizzie & Edmund 


left us to go to the City to receive the advantares of educa- 


tion & miscesenate—the former we pt a thousand dollars for 


i. A, dobnsen, New Hope, to A. F. Pugh, November 8 and 
December 3, 1664; draft of a letter from Det oe busi elle 
vua], to [provost marshal of Lafourche Parish, November 10 
or ll, 1864); diary, November 11, 1864. 
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Cc 2d 
Slt W, Greene, cspntain and provost marshal, Napoleonville, 
bo Mera. Franklin furh, November 6, 1664. What was done with 


Tenypa doses not anrpenur, 


/ 
Disry, December 7%, 18644 
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to save her from beine sold in a trader's yard—lnewine her 
elroat warthless—but she had (been] born tn rv Fether'ts 
Fomily.""" Franklin Pugh on December 19 spent the day in 
Napoleonville "about some absent nerroes. I rot some fetr 
promises, but I fesr they will not be erated 7 

The behavior of the Negroes on the plentations was not 
~altocether pleasing, When Franklin fave out shoes on 
Augustin more than 140 Negroes "claimed shoes, and yot I 
rarcly ever have had more than 100 working any day. ‘his 
week the number has not reached 90." After the crop was 
in Frenklin rode over Augustin and Whitmell: "found them 
doing little or nothing which I suppose will be the cese 
the balrnce of this ee Three days later he discovere: 
that the Augustin Negroes “had just driven in abcut twerty 
cereale poneys [sic]. I scolded them a little and made tiem 
turn them all out Be ati Stee The week after Christmas won 9 
holidrey week, "end the negroes will not do anything before 


o 
the first of Jen if then_"® Negro clothing distributed at 


eo re es re ne ew ee 


Oe eno . Bic, No. Our We W.. Pug th Papers. 


eal 


: 
'Diery, December 19, 1864. 


BY 
Disery, November 27, 1864. Shoes were distributed on 


Whitme])] the next month (diary, December 18, 1864). 
CT tp py, December tts wl B64. 
ODS ery, Decembar 18, 1864, 


Sie Decomber ?6, 1864. Holidays had customarily been 
riven afi the end of erinding, sometimes in December, some- 


times in Janunry. 
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vecerd oof the yerr was recoived ag usual with "considerable 
Saal HUE ET od nyt 

Mtnor alarms ond inconveniences attendant upon wer and 
rreen the presence of the Federal army were plentiful in the 
Yert twa months ef 1AG64, Franklin Pugh heard that Confeder- 
re ralders, visiting 9s plantetion in Ascension November 10, 
"took arey two school marms but being closely pressed .., 
cropped the ladies, and saved themselves" °° Federal enroll- 
ment for militia service in the upper part of Assumption Par- 
ish so frightened the overseer on Whitmell that he determined 
to bolt to the icontedoriicy an Two soldiers engaged in enroll- 
the militia spent the night of November 13 at Bellevue; they 


reported that they had been chased out of one of the interior 


settlements the day before by Confederate "cuerrillas™! On 


ao et) eg eae 


G4 | 
Prior to the distribution the household at Bellevue had 

been busy for two days “cutting off the negro clothing". 
Diery, Decembor 26-350, 1864. Hats were distributed on Augus- 
tin the next month (diary, January 22, 1865). 

Gn, 

“Diary, November 12, 1864. 
C. L, Minouv, Whitmell, to A. F. Pugh, present, November 
oakag LRAD s 
"Toherr? this gerning that the Militia was certain to be 
ee ea eer an very soon... Ifear it very much, 1 
have pesolved to eo over the lines. I shell want to see you 
fo-Iny or to-morrow, as I wish to get prepared to fo as soon 
#404 Paar thle 

eerolimen® for militia service of ell able-bodied. male cit- 

PT Et yer are to ir ay YANRTA Ww re yw red nv Canern 1 Orpdapa No, 
beat - Denn oftran t syd ‘cfal Rec 


4 
Ce eeet. le VOL. A pt. LV levees. 


Dieatmenaverhber 15, 1864, 
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November 15 the army took from Augustin four wagon loads of 
epee Next day Franklin saw the post commander at Napoleon- 
ville "about foraging on Augustin. He promised he would not 
trouble me araint °° En route home from New Orleans Novem- 
ber 25 Prante} in encountered some delay at Donaldsonville "in 
rotting passes annroved and Carpet Bags Peapetien iter A few 
daya Inter he heard that Confederates had taken a horse 
belongings to Iniclus Suthon, of Bellewood Plantation. Suthon's 
portner, F., W. Pike, "was arrested on account of it and sent 
to Thibodaux in the afternoon", Franklin understood that a 
son of Gabriel Beasley, whose Wildwood Plantation adjoined 
Ballewood, "went off" on the same night that the horac dianp- 
nig stag On December le the provost marshal requisitioned 


ten men from Ausustin and Whitmell to be sent to Point Coup4e 


72 
Pariah to work on the levoes. Thus the annoyances and tha 





ee ee etme wee ee 


69 
Dinrv, November 15, 1864; receipt, John McGuinness, quar 
termaistar sarzeant, Third Rhode Island Cavalry, to A. F. 
Purh, November 15, 1864. 


69 
““DLary, November 16, 1864. 
70 _ 


Miliary, November 25, 1864. 


““Mfary. Navensor 39, 1964, Purh was habitually circum- 
oe et ya yore por of “Cnoirtoderacve activities. He seams to 


\ i on ae ee GU youn ces ley want off on the horaa or 
{yo campany with the Confederates who took the horse. The 
ara. eins ties Hoy ously *susapecteds Plke of connivinrs at. 
re eyed yr Leer eA YOrLve a 8 militia ol rt rer Try 


mops the next nientiattLona above Walter Pumh Plantation on the 
Rite wenis Cane) not far from Lake Verret, which was a princi- 
pai Gvonne for ConCediorate raids and for illicit trade with 


the Confelerdaey, 


Ves? “(Nbhova, pr, 159-61, and n. 45). “Bollewnol and Wildwood 


yyvty 


‘Dia py Decambar 12, 1864. Four of the men sent were 
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_ eat the Aurustin and Whitmel). 
ial rOre occupled In putting down scattering cane for nee ee 
nid-Naverher some planters were grinding. Franklin heard thot 
. Pe meme yields very little any Milene -wevenethe best ol it, 
aad thia warm and wok weether is very little calculated to 
Improve a” Four days later came a hard freeze. "The cane 
is no doubt killed & I am afroid I shall lose a prost part of 


wis) 
whet little we have raised". Rolling on Whitrell took only 


Genecribpis whom the seuth egehsewor had returned to Che planta 
ORS sie fre of the four was home again before the end of the 
Mere. «6CaVE, yy. PGE. 


Pom rovertor lO soluicrs took six Nerro men from AO Hone 
fer Jdevoe work. Pour of them "ranaway end came home". The 
OPeereivo were put to repairing the levoe neur Thibodaux. 
eee tee, new ope, to A,” FS Pugh, December 3, ° 1e64, 

Pee PeCOM cd army draft of laborers from Aurustin and 

Pasar Cane se ae requieition from Henry’s. benjamin, Cap- 
a and cuperintendent of the Building of Barracks ee OG. 
Mere nei tie, OA, FS Pun, January 18, 1665; "You will 
Pe ieee hen to report. at the Saw Mill ... [tomorrow] 7Hhaving 
oe ee te ee rin short of help Prom vue CO Carl 
Om yeu once mere they will be releived [sic] as soon as pos- 
Sibi, 

Poe eect ol 4 eos. 6 COC. UG. incu, Whitmell, to 
ae. FU, Sh cre ovaebares, LOG; 

Pe eee oe te Some scattering cane which I found around 
Pee ee, ere, it 1 omar =cood “age the’s tubbile®T* have 
PrQevliareer ee. fF wri be tlhrough Co-Gay.. 

See. 2een F Sek! an! wood and. eather corns’ "Tre Sucklers 
fre Teer leita 11. te cattan thereviatiert." 


Pry are Pavembhaap Ton iar 4 


“de pe) Magy crbbers - Wood (in New Orleans). November £4; 


OL arterial Soe ee terror from Lefourchie who say that the 
Tost at ee a a Gs an ead, 
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Soe oweays. | Rollinc’ on Ausuatin, begun November 25, was 
nerrly finished December aa B. A. Johnson feported from 
New Hope that he had commenced cutting cane November 14, 
started the mill November 23, and finished grinding about 
2 8. m. November 26, 


We only made over fourteen Hhds the 15%) Hha will not 
be quite full. the surnar is a fair article. 


T hat the cotton ginned, it made a bale weighing 
444 1ibs—since then have picked seventy five lbs in 
the seed— 


M’ Lapine cherred five cts per 1b for ginnine and 
returned the seed for my furnishing hands to assist 
in fcinning the cotton. 


Klias moved his things from here—but about twice 
every week he is here. Armstead has recovered [from 
small pox] and commenced working arain his wife Emma 


hang the small pox at this time being the only cases 
nO far. [7'7) 


The surar crop of 1864 was the worst in the history of 
the Louisiana “gavel and the cotton and corn crops ranked 
little if any better. The total sugar crop reported for the 
state was 6,668 hogsheads. Sixty-nine plantations in the 


79 
Infourche district produced about 1,500 horsheads. On Boatner 





ee 


-prare November” 25; "c0y December "1 >°6, 1864. 
eng A. Johnson, New Hope, to A. F. Push, December 5, 1864. 


uP is | 
ee oe Pritchard, "The Effects of the Civil War on the 
Lowtsiann Surer Industry", Journal of Southern History, V 
(Avenst, 1939), 320; report of Thomas W. Conway, Superinten- 
deat S Purean tot reo llahor, "Februapy 1, ple6sy Official Rec- 
Sora saree Deval senuiVv int, Ppiwel, y706-07 sand eConwa y;)'The 
Mreaatinary a Lonfotann , 1h 4 

Fe , ee Pi Louisiana 

MBean t for one yanr, the/crops of 1847-1860 had always 


exceadag 200,900 horshends, The crops of 1861-1866 were 
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md H¥ehiand the cene was so scont that all of Lt waa put 
down for seed; the total commercial crop of the two places 

in 1864 was four bales of cotton from Highland and probably 
throe bales from Boatner, &° H. J. Boatner & Co. had actunlly 
to Duy suear and molasses for plantation use in 1865. Dr. 
foreph H, Puch wrote from Waverly that he had "fintshed roll- 
Jue and made seare[e]ly fegienaeeda William W. Purch martetad 
from Woodlawn and Texana 56 hogsheads of sugar, 48 barrels of 


B82 
molasses, mand 14 bales of cotton, total net proceeds $15,415.05. 


ee eC. a ee 


reported as follows; 


1°61 459,410 hogsheads 
L362. 87,251 
1863 16, 501 
1864 6,668 
1865 14,790 
1866 59,000 


In 1867 thirty-one plantations in Assumption produced 221 ar 
964 hogshnads; seven plantations in Lafourche, 118 horshents: 
ewenty-one plantations in Te rrebonne, 4°96 hocsheads. Figures 
Lor LSe2-1°S5 complied by the New Orleans famlace Current, in 
Degen ' a” Hay 1 en, AXXII (January, 1866), 49; OOK TT (Febranry, 
} 2045 XXXLTL (October, 1866), 416- 17: XXXV (September, 


iennay net aban $el864 5 hae. showelbs Assumption; tows: 
Poa wel prtiovenber (Sy L864: sLobitt }eCharpantLer ein Liquidation, 
downer Vonme:) ato wht oh. hPughprdune) 2:3 91865, 


fa) 
Blan Neel. Fupiy, December 1; 1664, 


we. OY, "Rust In necountbtcurrentiwiti +P fils! Foley, “statie- 
mona am March Os] Wand eOcloberes0mlaEs, © Most tof the “sugar‘was 
Sold Merah 6; the averare price was $200 net per hogshead. 
The cotten, soll March 21, netted $233 per bale. 

Wooten Mand Pextda tad formerly been hindled in separate 
necounts, but the “exana account had beon closed out by a 
transfer, Novembar Oo, 1863, to the Woodlawn account. Hence 
Jt seeme peasenchlea to sunpose that the statements of March 
alent Octheber 34, 1265, cover both Woodluwn and Texana., 

W. OW. Purh undoubtedly made somewhat mors sugar and 
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New Hope produced fer sale 15 hogsheads of sucsr, 15 barrels 
of molasses, and one bale of cotton, total net proceeds 

M4 346.64,0° Augustin, which had made 1 ,V25 hogsheads of 
suser in 1861, produced 54 hogsheads of sugar, 70 barrels of 
molasses, and 8 bales of cotton; Whitmell, which had made 

S00 Mevevesd 4 in 1861, produced 9 hogsheads of sugar, 10 bar- 
rels of molasses, and one bale of cotton.” The sugar, the 
cotton, and 73 barrels of molasses brought total net procmeds 
Seo. 271.52. ae These returns, less the one-fourteenth part 


roiling to the Negroes, were some $4,100 below the bare 


molasses dave he marketed through Foley. Some would be kept 
for nlantation use, and he was rather in the habit of making 
Bmoet locnl sa Show During 1865 he sold to H. J. Boatner & 
Co, 548 lbs. of sugar at 18 cts. per lb., and 84 gals. (2 
bb1S.) ot molasses at 75 cts! ‘per Pav, Ledrer No. “elses vee te 8 
At the usual or dagieg of molasses to sugar W. W. W. Pugh must have 
made at least 75 and perhaps 100 bbls. of molasses. 


ae: 








Sheet headed "New Hope Plantation, Crop of 1864"; P. H. 
Poloy, gew Orleans, to A, F. Pugh, March ll, 1865. New Hope 
presumably made at “least 2o bbls. of molasses. 

es are the crops reported by Push in his returns of 
conacripts from Augustin and from Whitmell, December 23 and 
26, 1864. Cf. also diary, December 12, 1864. The amount of 
molasses maie seems to have been somewhat larcer than Frank- 
lin reported, After selling 73 bbls. he had still on hand 
abort oO bbhis. which he proposed distributing among the Nerroes. 
Memorandum of points for contract, undated, about March, 1865. 


ore Pow Coy UO, Fe Pieh *ranuaryect and'ois+Marcn11% 
eo. ee. Ue oe CO, accounts §current with?Py?H.*Poley for 
Adecuatin and for Whitmell, statements of February 24, 1866: 
twenty-three horshesdsa of sugar sold at the end of January 
netted POIS por horshead; the cotton, ‘sold’ in WS alee aver- 
geen T25n Tat ner bale” 

Pith evidantly contemplated shipping 10 more barrels of 
moisa7es, but did not do so. *Foley to’ Pugh, January’ 21,°1865, 
enewored “a permit of January ”'50; 91860," ror the shipment s the 
permit, unused, I's still with the letter. 





{j if , IPT 


ba 


; Py 


eaT 


enue 


nF 


a 
fore Pn cf fin lriw LLemd tet we a 09 


ave to eheensnod @ beouboxq , 


'oI209 To efad eno bra .eoraatom * to # 


*Y od 


eerealom to eLovind &? Bre 09303 | 






® eC ar 7 
ee 


~ 
q 


BE 


eg 
-ectistet srod? -{¢2, [V8 e128 10 


»-CS8OTRON offs of niottog 





operating expenses of the two Plantations for the narryenl- 


&6 


tural year 1864, Nor was this loss all. he corn crop 


was so short that Aurustin was out of corn before the end 
of Janusry, 1865. In 1865 the plantations would thus be 
faced with abnormal expenses of several thousand dollars, 


and it was doubtful whether either Franklin or his commia- 


8 
sion merchant, P. H. Foley, could carry the ena! 


The disastrous failure of 1864 raised the question of 
whether it was better to lease or to operate the plantations 
in 1665. Boatner had made almost nothing, and J. M. Howell 
was nesotintins by early November to lease to A. B. Sharp (a 
former overseer on the place). Howell wrote Franklin Pughs 


If they will pay $10,000 ... and leave on the place 
ene enourch to plant an hundred acres, with corn 
enoush to Fill the big crib and the bread crib on 
the ist Jan./66 with the usual quantity of hay, and 
the wool & corn we usually have at the house, with 
corn meal for the house during the year, we reserv- 
ing the use of the pastures in front, he to keep up 
the fences, I think we had better take it. ... If 


ne + ee 


hon & 


In his returns of conscripts from Augustin and from Whit- 
melil, Decombor 26, 1864, Purch estimated expenses at #16 ,900 
on faeorstin and 5,900 on Whitmell. The main loss came on 
Wit timed) whichomade wlirchthy sless.than half of expenses. 


ai 


‘Diney, Tanuisry 19, 1865; "I was astounded today to hear 
bn. cornmon firnstin would not’ rast longer than this week, md 
on Whitinoll sbout three months, the last ig better than I 
eee cede Ct A.B. Starp to A..F. Puch, January 19, 1865. 

On the ctravity of the financial problem posed by the neces- 
Play ot buvine corn “and onts'>*sceuP Hs Foley totA.'F. 'Rirh, 


Periy 8, tour, Pp, W. Foley per W.°B! Conner, New Orleans, to 
A, I, Preh, Anet) 1, 1265, shows that lnrre purchases were 


bein made For Whitmell aa well as for Aucustin by April 1, 
A atatement of Auenstin "Plantation Expennes in 1365"( pre- 
pared os the Pests for a settlement with A. B. Sharp, March 
TR, P66) Viatn nomerous purchases of corn and oats totaling 
saverpal thousand dollars, 
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y tye Roatier j At tha are 74 

| 7 owed wrote that he had Saat Sharp 12,09 
WweTteth’ te Vénso’ the olantettion Bite: k 

ouk te cone that I intended to grind ws ch he refused 


give.” nore was now disposed to forego gri inding entincly, 


Silowing Sharp to linve the plantation with all the cans for 
ee 


4 _ ay 7 
ete: 6200 . This was a substantial soncession, but Sharp did 
Q 
nol accept, and the negotiations eventually Boe through. 


in Pebruary, 1U65, « lessee for Boatner was 5 atl being 
Ss 
soueht—-wibth wint suecess Franklin Pugh did not record. 


2 : e 
Letter ol November! 5» L864, Aveustin Roeder waa mentions) 


An A manner Jndieatine that he was exnected to be co-logsee 
wilh Sharp. Hewell had not seen Z. Dickerson, another possi- 
ble lessee, and would “male him no proposition until I see you." 

OS) 

"evo AqwE, Ryech December Sy 1854. The cane Howell had 
plenned te grind 18 "vory freon ee shor Gani round 4; 
would yield only dhe oa hogshend to the acre, making 
Sua rp and molasses worth less than #2 »900. Since "we wore 
willing to take (i. e., to lease for] "810, 000 if we could 
do not better, I thoucht it best to have the cane planted 
if wo could set the velue of it in the way of rent." Howell 
Inelosed a "written proposition" (not found), and discussed 
detatls that ourht to go into a lease. "Should you & Sharp 
nol meres let me know about Dickerson—" 


2 MWealioncddattowdy, ff. Push, December 14, 1864, indicates 
boat Howell and Sharo were still dickerine abont something, 
presen ver dglag Dae of Hoatner stibut before the end of the. 
soeharp had arpreed Lo manage Augustin instond of leasing 
Bondbaears 
ot : : " . 
ar oaeiery 15-14, 1665, February 133; "Mr Whittaker 
bt 
sv 


Minors 


Pata bo stay all ee on his way to look at the Boatnor 
an Lit tye) bf aoy rchiting whe plmeerr 1, think. hellwilll 
be diteusgtied mi thy tts! appearance pains Cue arly if it shovld 
raiment bonivehit pes bt did ]™. 
Neither the A, FP, Purh Papors nor the Assumption Parish 


* 


Ranarda show pe operat ad Boatner in 1865, 
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Hichlond, edministered by Mrs. Fronces FE. Sprarcve jin 
£64, had done as bedly as Boatner. At the end of 1864 Mrs, 
Sprame decided to lease the plantetion to Edward Kissock 

92 
for two years at $8,000 per year. The drafting of the 
actuel Jease was left to Franklin Pugh, end he was slow in 
metting it done. Mrs. Sprague wrote him March 1, 2e0.s 


IT hope you will have that paper made out between 

ma and Kisseck as soon as you can and date it the ]5¢ 
of Feb as that is the working or beginning of the 
freedmrena yeur, and I wish you to say the sare nomber 
of mules in rood condition should be left on the plece 
that he took with the place, I wish him also to have 
my fences put up if they are blown down during the 

time he has the place I want also eneourh [sic] corn 
Tor my [cerriace] miles and poultry I now set about 
bal feneourch ard it is in the shuck and half rotten 
He mist not sublease the plantation, and I will want 
some money during the year but it shall be as littie 
pS possible, unless I can borrow some I am Woe line CO 
do anythinue to get the plantation along and have a rood 
crop meade, so any surrestion you think to make to me 
you may rest assured it will be thankfully considered 
and scted upon— TI want you to mention 2 barrels of 
cornmeal a month I will want for the family, end I 
think Mr Kissack ought to furnish the house with sweet 
potatoes next winter Mr Hobbly [overseer on Highland 
duly 26-December 31, 1864] is here with his horse and 
of course I must feed his horse untill {sic]-he leaves, 
if JT hed the money to pay him, he would have no excuse 
for atrytne here. Loebit writes there is 140 in his 
hands left of the cotton [4 bales, worth about $900], 
bute l cant cet oit IL have written for it and cant pay 
the nerroes untill it comes I dont owe them but 18 
OreesO0, but have not cot that so you see I am surrounded 
fever rn ese in every airectron.  ‘I-dont intend 
to pny Mr Hobbly the price he demanded [$100 a month] 


Oo 
“Mary, December 30, 1864, and Janua APY ee Looe ee Heh and 


beVorcad to Prenklin Purh's nieces, of whom Mrs. Sprarue was 
tuLrox. urh was by way of belne adviser to Mra. Sprarue, 
an’! Kisenel was one of Purh'ts friends. Pugh served as inter- 
mediary in arrencine the lease, 
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for he has damared the corn more than his wees 
would amount to, if he had gathered the corn tn 
proper time we would have more than enecur, J. tl 25) 


The plantation lease was still ean unfamiliar instrurent 
in 1@65.. Mrs. Sprague and Franklin Pugh obviously expended 
A MUEB EST ORE: thourht, as Howell had at Boatner, in hitting 
upon the provisions necessary to safesuard the convenience 
and the interests of the lessor. The Highland lease when 
completed? embodied the points suggested by Mrs. Sprerve and 
Sore further Sripdiatvehs If Kisseck used the sugar house, 
he must insure it in the name of the lessors from one month 
before the commencement of rolling to the first of the follow- 
ins; March. He was also to pay the state and Federal taxes 
for ]865 and 1866. At the termination of the lease Kissack 
wos bound to leave on the plantation 2,COO barrels of "good 
and sound corn, properly gathered and housed". Cotton and 


com 


BO SDH Y finally sued for his weres and securod judgment 
for £516.66 2/3 less a credit of $120 "which 1s consented to 
& acknowledged to be just by pl[aintif]Jf through his Coun- 
fe) on Hoblblly vs. No. 1225 Mrs. Frances E. Sprague, 
Mutrix etc., filed October 26, 1865, in Fourth Judicial Dis- 
triet Court; judgment of June 25, 1866, recorded in Judicial 
Mortrnees... [1841-1667], p. 688. 

Tit aoy. Marpeh 4, 1965, shows Franklin working on "my con- 
treet with Kissack", presumably the Highland lease, but posst- 
hiy s contrect havine sonething to do with W. H. Pugh & Co.'s 
sny mill, which Kisseack seems to have been working. 


cyt 
Jing ron alr was not, hound F asa Mrs a Sprague had wi shed ’ to 


poaturn the aeme number of mules (twenty-nine) that he received. 
Wis nanly responsibility for loss of mules was for such as 
yrevee tad lia ty erie by neslect", 


Kh pore of peints for Lncorporation, and a draft of the 


Tenae Jn epprorsjmnte final form, both in Sg Neh a Ae 
eres ALP. Pugh Papers. 
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corn he might plant as he Pleased. The clause concerning 
eune provided that seed cane put down in the fall of 1°64 be 
planted, that this Dlant cane and the rattoons be cultivated, 
and that all cune grown in 1865 be put down by October 20 
for seed to be "properly Plcntetatn Proper time in the yeor 
665 Phe 1866. plant cane "with the ratto[o]ns from the 
cane planted in 1864 & 1865 (shall) be properly cultivated 
& Jeid by and cane sufficient to plant 100 arpents" put down 
before October £0, 1866. This seed cane and the existing 
rattoons were to be left on the Plantation at the termina- 
tion of the lease January i Ayer AS 

To understand the importance of the clause concerning 
care cne needed to remember that on all plantations the 
troubles of 1663 and 1864 had produced serious depletion of 
cane acreare. The problem had now become acute because rat- 
toons from the pre-invasion Plantings of 1861 and 1862 had 
run out, the cane crop of 1864 was exceedingly short, and 
planters had hit bottom financielly. Even in normal times 
increase of acreege was a slow process (because total acre- 
ase depended upen three successive annual plantings) that 


Giminished current tneome (because cane that might have been 


¢ 


“If Klasack mrourd cane in 1866 ho was to give Mra. Spra- 
fawn. two berrels of surar, one barrel of molasses, and one 
Pareed of iadticry svrmip 2 The plantation, including the 
Pee yes ented Lhe Mavou levee, should be kept in rood 
condition, The Camily residence (occupied by Mrs. Sprarue 
ond her wanda), yerd, earden, and outhouses were excepted 
from the lease, 
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eround had to be seved for seed). At the end of 1864 the 
plenter was cruelly trapped. He desperately needed what 
money he could realize by grinding the little cane he had. 
At the same time most or all of the scant crop was required 
for seed cene even to maintain existing acreage. If the 
rianter dic not grind, he might lack the means to operate 
another year; if he did grind, his cane acreare would be 
still] smaller the next year. How could he turn the tide on 
acreare end live while etn atte $07 Here was the basic problem 
of sumer planters in 1865 and the hard years that followed. 
The Himhland lease was one attempted solution of the problem. 
Find a lessee who was willing to pay rent and build up the 
owner's cane acreage in return for a chance to gamble on 70 
cent risked te) loa 

In the first part of December, 1664, Franklin Pugh did 
not know what was to become of the plantations under his 
immediate charre. "I am all in the dark about my business, 


an 
‘The lense to Kissnack did not turn out happily. On Octo- 
ber 25, 1665, Mrs. Sprague filed a petition for a writ order- 
fre preovisionsl seinuire of 17 bales of Hee eng cotton to 


socure peyment of the 1865 lease money (aA ,C00 due December 
10 16S” and’ e4°000. dhe Jantaryid) 1866). The cotton was 
eained ana be. be pnnive eventually rot part of the money— 
apmapertiy o7,000 out of the $16,000 owinr for 1865 and 1866. 
reece cn le gt Che pr ipert yo of the succession of James T. 


Purh and Frances L. Sprarue his wife, February 17, 1870, a 
cIntim in sutt arninst Kissack for $9,C0O0 rent money was sold 
for PS cents, Kisseck subsequently settled the claim by 
pevment of GOS. Krances FE, Sprarue Admrx. va. No. L220 
hdwnrd Kissack, Fourth Judicial District Court; Book of 
Adjudtentions; No. 13, pp. 325-28. 
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end have no idee whet I shall do an other fc} yaor.s 1 


SF 
fanr nothinre," letaua wns notsed about that he wished to rent 


Augustin. ?® Perhaps he did think of renting, but by Christ- 
mat he proposed to &O on operating the plantation if he 

could secure g competent manager who would work for a shsre 
Suns net profits, “A, B. Sharp wrote Purh on Christmes doy: 


As you rave me until now to think over the propo- 
s¥tion you mode, I hnve come to the following ceonclu- 
ston, that you should give me the Righth, accordinr 
to the way, others are getting Teureaudl 7) ts cot. 
ting (1/3) one third of the not proceeds of M[a]dam 
Veves's plantation or Products. Weede Withers & co 
offener [sic] one half of the net Proceeds (efter pay- 
ine the rent) they furnishing all the capital You 
ére woll aware that the corn is to buy for the Planta- 
Laem pndetot) this would have to bare fi. e., bear] 
ry portion besides you limit the Plenting of cotten 
[sic] in order to Raise a plenty of corn, and there- 
fore ##} I would have to assist the Plantation in corn 
sor near two yeara this is quite an item an De cuts 
off the cotton planting the main source for money. 

Now if you will allow me to plant 250 acres cotton and 
all the cain (sle] there 4s and a reasonable portion 
of the corn in case of a failurfe] of cotten and on 
Elght per cent (i. e., one-eighth] you can depend on 


ee ee ee ee ee 


"ootury, December 11, 1864. December 15: "There is no news 
of any eye quenck but everything looks very gloomy for 
another yeor"., fAmone the vartous canses of gloom was one 
mentioned December 9: "I fear we shall have very high water 
Roe ver fi e., seeson], which will inundate a preat portion 
‘of the country as the levees sre ina very bad condition". 
eee Dwyer, Augustin; ‘to A, F. Pugh, December 24, 1864; 

"1 have met one old acquninetance [sic] who wishes to rent a 
plentation he propsses toa give you one third of the Bross pro- 
cseis or one helf of the nett proceeds for the auruatine plan- 
tation Mr Bernas told me you wanted him to po in with you 
Sug ag dreiines which te "the “reason T Inake application) [sic]"™. 

Proviedin hod auite orobably tried to rent, but this letter 
is not conclusive, Dwyer may have misconstrued a proposition 
for manecing the plantation on shares into @ proposttion for 
renting the plantation on shares. 
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me to bee on bands (sie) on the 2 dey of January 1°65 
with tha Preveledre (sic) of an assistant thnt I can 
attend to other business here { 100] 


Puch sand Sherp reached agreement four days later; "Barrained 
with Sharp to menere the Augustin Plantation next year for 
one eirht({th] of the profits He to remain on the place 


most of the time, and to have a good assistant to he peid by 


lol 
hine-and both he & his assistant to be found by hee 


Minh was now committed to an attempt to drar Augustin, as 


well as Whitmell and New Hope, through another unproms sing 


102 
yosr, 


ee a ee ttt 


a) 
. Are: B., Sharp, Low Wood Plantation, to A. F. Purh, Decem- 
eter, L864. 


Dlery, December 29, 1864. ‘I'wo wecks later Frenklin noted 

(djaryv, January 11, 1865) that Sharp "has not found an asnis- 
ant, and I shall have to look out (for] one’ for him. The 

jes will go to Donaldson tomorrow & do it for me". The 
lacies were successful (diary, January 13, 1865). See also 
Wr. M. Ford, Point Houmas Plantation, to A. F. Pugh, Decenber 
2. 1864 (recommending Mr. Westbrook), and the Rov. W. &. 
Philiips, Donaldsonville, to A. F. Pugh, January 12, 1°65 
(reconmending Mr. Melnangon). Sharp was coming to be @ men of 
affnirs and could not devote his full time to Augustin. Hoa 
wes operating or helping to operate another plantation, nroar- 
Sully 83 lessee or co-lessee. A. B. Sharp, Aurustin Ploente- 
ee eee Puen, March 11, 1865; A. J. Sharp. Aucustin 
Plentatton, to A. F. Push, May 4, 1865. He was also omer of 
Pho amall steamboat Lafourche. Enrollments for the Lafourche, 


-— ~~ oS — eeererne= wre 


Meret; 27. 1665, and far the Lafourche No. 3, April 19, 166, 
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Br rar PgaryeouerseerPon Whitmell, taba. oP iePumh, ofareh 1. 
IPGR, InAiecetes thet Barras had srreed to work either for a 
share of the cron or for n deferred salary. His letter hintea 
eleo ey tha budding mower of rthe ostorekacrery 

"Toame inp neodt of sore poads for my family and have not the 
each te Pieehasce them: 1 went to acter ford atore to aea if he 
eartd not frivornee ma wat | neded trourh the year he told mo 
that he wenld Advence mo for one hundred doliar: if 1 would 
Mave lhtm Ari nrdayr ay you Payable wen you would ship the crop; 
Poe nslo or you to do me that favor if Possible". 
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Chapter IX 
Labor Problems, 
January—May, 1865 
The nature of the labor system to be adopted for 1865 

became a subject of public discussion and official action in 
Mie tall of 1864. General’ Banics suggested in September that 
the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce furnish a "comprehensive 
and authoritative" exposition of the existing labor system 
and its prosteete Banks was on his way out,” but planters 
took his suggestion as authority for airing their views ona 
subject vitel to them. Three "old planters" detailed in the 
New Orleans Times the records of their plantation operations 
Since 1861 and their observations on the Negro as free laborer, 
They agreed that crop production had fallen disastrously and 
that their plantations were going to wrack and ruin. Under 
the "Free Labor" system of 1863 and 1864 the Negro gave only 


half work. Unless 1865 brought some effective means for 


ee oe. 





ehics to the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce, September 
18, 10C4, New Orleans Times, September (Ge 1864. 


Sand on. Stephen A. Hurlbut succeeded Banks in command of 





the Department of the Gulf September eo, O64. OFPicini® heck 
Cee vol Xt Dt. Til S165 The autonomy of tha 
Department hed alread y “been ended in May, 1664, by creation 


of the Militery Divisjon of West Missi saipps. (comprising the 
pocartimentas of the Gulf, of Arkansas, and of Missouri) under 
aC hei lew Tee hn ck. Goh who esteblished his headquarters in 
Pereecans. Tbide ser, i-vol. XXIV, pt. III, 490, 543-44; 
ies te wl! 1, NominaLly the functions of the commander 
of the Department. of the Gulf did not change; but major 
decisjons were henceforth made by Canby. 
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compelling hard and timely work » Sugar planters were doaned. 
Meanwhile an overhnuling of the labor system seemed cer- 
tain to result from action in Washinton. One section of an 
act of Congress of July 2, 1664, was tntendad (or at any 
mite Lonusbrued). toa prince the Treasury PDaparhwent in oti fy°4 
OF OTL fraearan, The Secretury of the Traasupy fosnead widep 
Cte lily 29,1864, 7 set oof "Rerulations providing for the 
employment and seneral welfare" of Peoctetrionis: The Reruln- 
tions were suspended in Aucust,? buted thes tiated Apeeiied that 


the Treasury would saaume entire control of plantation and 


labor manacvement in 1865. on October 26, 1864, Benjamin F. 
Plangers, Supervising Spectal Agent, Treasury Department, 
informed Maj. Gen. Canby that he was "prepared to take charge 


of the freedmen" tn the Department of the Gulf, and requested 


te oe om re ne er eee 


Gomminicatlons from "A Planter" (October 13, 1864), "Another 
Planter” (Qctobar 21, 1864), and "An Old Planter" (October 26 
and November 2, 1864), in New Orleans Times. These letters 
Ves Lelts.od ain IBoel . Wiley, "Vicisaitudes of Karly Recon- 
atruetjon Farmins In the Lower Mississippi Valley", Journal of 
SOTO en sl atops ,~E,, 449-50, and Southern Negroos, 246-47, 
264-56. internal.evidence indicates that both "A Planter" and 
Another Planter" dived on Bayou Lafourche, probahly in Assump- 
fton Parish, The data "Another Planter" Rives about himself 
ro Lon toward identifyine him as) Dr! EB. E. Kittredge.” William 
We. Puch meota the specs fleations for "A Planter": but the evi- 
ie.) hoo. tenuous ltorestdbl1 shi Hill aetna probable author. 
Watoven thoinm authorship, the letters are of marked interest 
for the present atudy because thoy confirm and supplement the 
story.or the euchs. 
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Canby to order "those now having cherge of the freodmen and 
heretofore acting under military authority to report to me." 
Orders thereupon issued transferring to Flanders control of 
_the freedmen previously under military supervision. 

| Flanderswas now faced with the task of working out a 
detailed labor system to fit the general specifications laid 
down in the Treasury Regulations of July 9, 1864. Thesmost 
obvious chanze prescribed by the Regulations was a sharp 
increase in wase3; male laborers were to receive $15 to $25 
ee month, females, $10 to $18 per onthe Planters thought 


this scale impossibly high; one of them suggested that unless 


ce ee - 
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amet of the Guif (Hurlbut), General Orders No. 156, 
October 28, 1864, Joid., ser. I, vol. XLL, pt. IV, 293-94. 
Cambletion of "unfinished business necossary to wind up the 
afluirs of the current year" was reserved to the existing 
Bureau of Froe Labor under thomas W. ee but Flanders 
should have charge of all "new business", 41. @., all . 


arrangements for 1865. 


Bat Jaborers wero to feed themselves, and it was still 
permissible to contract with them for a share of the crop 
in lieu of wares. The Treasury plan’ hinged upon a system 
af ‘ipoedment3s Home Colonies! whose superintendents were to 
supervise not only the colonies but also the employment of 
Freedman upen all plantations “within the district in which 


bLhere colontes are located", The scheme was ill-adapted to 
Inwer Louislana,.where there were only two establishments 
regemlinge tong Colonies! (Conway, Report, September 9, 1864, 


en ees 


Pen Us eee ven howescolonyamustabe crented iny each parish 
or "colony supertutendents" without colonies must be 
appointad., Otherwise no superintendent would be on hand 

to look after the freedmen employed, as most of them wore, 
on privately operated plantations. 
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the wage increase were accompanied by an order providing rc 
mothod for making Negroes work, planters conversant with 
Nogro nature simply would not employ Negroes in the coming 
yoar.? Flanders also thought that the rate of wages had 
been “improperly fixed", and requested from the Treasury 
Dopartment authority to alter the wage scale and the classi- 
fication of seconers aie To secure advice in framing his 
labor system, Flanders called a meeting of planters for 
November 21, 1864. 

W. W. Pugh evidently managed the process of choosing a 
representative from Assumption. He wrote J. M. Howell: 


I proposed to meet some of the planters today at 
Napoleon to consult in regard to wages & managem(en]t 
of negroes for the coming year. M? McCullom [doubt- 
loss Andrew McCollam, Terrebonne planter] sent me word 
that there would be a meeting next monday [in the 
roous of the Chamber of Commerce] at the St Charles 
Hotel of Planters to confer with Flanders on this sub- 
ject, & I thought it would be advisable to have somo 
consultation in advance, & to see who could attend the 
meeting. I cant go as I am summoned to attend court 
as Juror on next Monday. If Franklin is going to tho 
City he will make a good delegate and I should like to 
talk with him before he goes down. We will wait at 
Napoleon to day until One Oclock for him. 


11 
The small meeting duly selected Franklin and he agreed to go. 


Pity Planter", New Orleans Times, October 13, 1864. 


an eo: Harrington, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, to 
Flanders, November 26, 1864 (in reply to a letter from Flan- 
ders of October 28), Official Records, ser. I, vol. XLVIII, 
pt. A 493. ; 


a utattor of November 16, 1864, A, F. Pugh Papers; A. F, 
Pugh, diary, November 16, 1864. 
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Flanders openad the proceedings in New Orleans by pro- 
fessins himself “quite. incompetent to decidn upon the meag— 
ures necossary for the interests 39 bittcrtite 7 ter would 
welcome thelr suggestions. Discussion showed the delerates 
amreed that the exiatines system of labor management and dis- 
Cimline was unsatisfactory. Several of the delegates offered 
sets of rules for an improved system. Flanders pine hal 
twice to point out that it was "an easy teen to propose 
miles, it was enother to enforce them." "Suppose the laborer 
won[']t work, what is to be done?" “Would moral suasion do? 
The meeting thought not." "Military punishment? He wished 
the question of coercion to be settled." The delegates 
thoursht effective enforcement would require that the planter 
be given a considerable power of discipline over his labor- 
ers. To put planter opinion in concrete form, © conmittee 
of twenty-six, including Franklin Pugh, was desipnated 

to draw up rujes and repulations for the better admin- 

istration of the plantations of Louisiana, and the 

menasyement, payment and feeding of the froed laborers, 
ond to age AR such changes in the [Treasury] ropule- 
tions ... as they deemed of vital importance to the 
moe tou Lture of the State. [12] 
Next day the committee reported to the meetings, which 


"eeoma to some conclusion and recommended certain resulations 


mn ee ne i ne er ee 
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Lon Boris of tha meating in New Orleans Times, November 22, 
R64, nnd in COUMAY , han Freedmen of Lovisiann, F: Final | Repo ort 
[te dy 1 SIGs Mot the Birean of Free Laborety one ChesA.th. 


Purch, GQhary, November PB} 1864. 
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to be made & wages a Four rules were perhaps typical 
of what the planters desired. One proposed rule made labor- 
ers accountable for plantation teams and implements; a sec- 
ond prohibited laborers from keeping live stock without the 
employer's permission; a third forbade laborers to leave the 
Plantation without the employer's permission; and a fourth 
required that laborers be in their cabins by 9:50 p. m. From 
the planter's point of view such rules were perfectly reason- 
able and necessary. On the central problem of discipline the 
planters sought a 


mode of compelling laborers to perform ten hours 
ee work in each twenty-four hours (Sundays 

sxcepted) and strict obedience of all lordérssy This 
me, be partially obtained by a graduated system of 
fines, deduction of time or wages, deduction of 
rations of all kinds in proportion to time lost, 
rigidly enforced; but in obstinate cases, it can 
only be done by corporeal punishmen tis], such as are 
inflicted in the Army and Navy of the United States. 
in light cases of disobedience of orders, and non- 
berfornance of duty, the employer should impose 
fines, ete. (14] 


aoe es 





The planter recommendations were anathema to Thomas W. 
Conway, Superintendent of the Bureau of Free Labor. Conway's 
published criticism appeared too late to influence action on 


a labor system for 1865, but it had value as an exposition of 


a.) @. tue, dieary, November £2, 1864, 


etonvay. Mreeinen Of Louisiana, 8 (italics probably Con- 
wiy's). Lt ts difficult to tell whether Conway's extracts are 
from tae report of the committee, or the proceedings in the 
mestines, or both. The above rules and quotations seem to be 
from the committee report. They may distort somewhat the 
tenor of the recomnendations as a whole, for Conway selected 
only what he wished to criticize. 
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of the views of the official guardian of the freedmen of 
Leuisiana. Conway thought that the planters's suprestions 
as lo discipline, or, indeed, any of thoir rules, "if approved 
and enforced, as desired, would have brought the no eprti 
again into bondare, in fact, if not in name." In respect to 
the rules this was a very exaggerated view. It was true, 
however, that planters wanted a system of labor and social 
control as effective as slavery had been, and they sourht, 
as Conway said, to adhere "as closely as possible to the old 
system". They still entertained and openly expressed views 
of "Negro nature" derived from proslavery atiatent swe More- 
over, they continued to speak automatically of "my Gevicesta 
and even of caper ears? But their attitude did not mean 
that a return to old-style chattel slavery was in the front 
of their minds. Return to slavery was an impracticable 
dream; what planters wrestled with was perilous actuality. 
They must have cheap and effective labor or go down in utter 
ruin. 

Conway and the planters differed sharply on a major ques- 
tion of fact, viz., whether the Negroes had worked satisfac- 


torily in 1864. Conway refuted with some success the argu- 


ment that crop failure in 1864 proved free labor a failure. 





ee 


tA oat ohibe r W. W. Pugh's opinions, above, pp. 301-305. 


16 
A. F. Pugh, Bellevue, to Walter Pugh, March 25, 1865. 


yaa Reed Mills, New Orleans, to A. F. Pugh, March los, 
1860. 
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Cron failure he attributed to the army worm. The best Neprro 
men had, as he said, been taken from the Plantations, and 

the planters had entered upon the work of the year "faith- 
less and doubtful". Conway contended that under the circum- 
stances the value of the crops before the worm ate them 
"showed a triumph of the free labor system", and also "showed 
the freedmen to be not idle but industrious." The prenise of 
this contention was faulty in two respects; (1) the value of 
the lost crops was owing to enormous prevailing prices, not 
to their size (2) the worm ate cotton, but did not eat cane 
and corn, which also failed, Conway's conclusion that the 
Nesvo was an industrious free laborer in 1864 simply flew in 
the face of incontrovertible evidence. Much might be said in 
extenuation and even in praise of the Negsro's conduct under 
strange and disturbing circumstances. But the planters were 
correct in asserting that he had not delivered in 1864 the 
hard and prompt work necessary to sugar planting. 

Conway and the planters differed also in their prescrip- 
tions for success in handling the freedmen. According to 
Conway success depended upon “a total abandonment of every 
feature of slavery, and a cordial adoption of the same sys- 
tem and rules of labor, as are found operating in any of the 
fres States, accepting as a temporary necessity of the condi- 
tion of the country, the safeguards established by the mili- 


tary antborities." Planters generally believed that the 
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Nemre, unschooled in economic compulsion, worth not respond 
to the laissez-faire rule of work or starve, Desides, plant~ 
ers did not have and certainly would not be Riven the right 
to hire and fire at will. What Conway contended for was 
probably the best means of promoting the eventual well-being 
of the freedmen. But planters could not be blaned for think- 
ing that they would be ex-planters long before the freadmen 
learned that the indt£Lrect discipline of free labor was as 


18 
Snexorable as the direct discipline of Slavery. 





As of Decenber, 1864, Conway's views concerning, @ proper 
program for 1865 had no of ficial weight, even if they were 
lnown. He was nreent of the military authorities, and Flanders, 
erent of the Treasury, expected to supercede him. Flanders 
fave an impression of greater Sympathy with planter convic- 
prone, how he would act remained to be seen. 

Meanwhile, plinntations were entering the tail end of the 
current labor year. From Christmas throurh January work 
would limp along or stend still while planters prepared and 
laborers awaited the ware settlment for work done in 1864. 
Official directions for the period of settlement issued 


under date of December 27, 1865; 


i ee eee 


8 : ; 
ror Conway's views sec his reports, espectally The Freed- 
mengol Loujsiann, 6-9, 12-13. 


- 


C) ‘ d 

To etuelly Conway was to remain in charge through the war 
and beyend, becoming Assistant Commissioner under the Freed- 
men's Bureaus but this wes not what was expected at the end 


of “itna.: 
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eo BALE SrriraAtion of the prosenk Aerfendtural end 
eee tiie Februgmy Jat, 1P65. At thot time 
t d Ver prev yep rt yf | | hea pe tcl age Pay rey | la us: ad 1 <n: rie. 
Paes te early planter ... [and one pey roll] from 
each plantation ... will be returned to this office 
Porarceord . : 


‘ai e Labo re 5 ares Wt ead not bo { Tiowed to vi} nf + Pye aoe { co 


ia oe! panies at She hone of, tlre Teer. ener is arnbep 


Peer rions, end {in} such numbera ne eee 
reypred ae fie. Dene ect Marghalts Denar imerttT. [20] Tt 4a 
recommrwiet to rlentoeyas urd other erplovers, that eee 
ne See woe) tts be atforded, ta have such holiday 
Pree nes ON the plantations for the Jshorers ant re 
Peover. aihit co desired . they. be .allhowsed to 4:rvip 
fey ether from the various adjoining plantations, to 
enjoy their festivities in their own wav. To this end, 
either the employers or persons from among the shorers 
themselves, should make for the laborers, such purche ses 
Of articles as may be desired by them. 


more riviarero wit. “be arlowe CO setect ther pleces 
of employment for the coming year, subject to such re: t- 
Intons as may be promulgated by the proper authority, [71] 


Fronklin Push bean work on hia "negro accounts" carly in 


January. On the first day he felt that he "sot alone vory 


x 


ee ee 


in the planters's meeting with Flanders fear had been 
exprossed Chiat the Mee roes ants clpated cnamine doun te Hoy 
Orieans=peid of f--and having here a good time peneruliy, It 


am) 


vould demoralise them..." Now Orleans Tims , HOV GMUC rer 
LEG 4r es 

in his report of Fobrauary 1, 1865, Conway recommended Ube. 
"the raenlations of the military service in the departmot 
be so mod$Sffled in the pass system as te ennble colored citi- 


cena to be subteect only to the same restrictions as other 
Pitre er ocelire in cases of small-pox, which disease is no, 
very prevalent amone the colorsd 


9 
iM 


people on the plentations and elsewhere in the department. 
Oe ie Boronia Yoox. Lyvol.. XUVII Lunt «a1 , p70 . 


mee a hn £t DOr {as Yr BAMA tal ma 


peolor (erinted brooadaide) by Thomas W. Conway, super- 
j 


iene 84 Pree Tabor, approved by Ma}. Gen. Hurlbut, in 
Bi ip Ie ’ biaeh } ah renal | 
CWeeeuiias, 2evunry 7, 1665, Franklin Push found Thibodaux 
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srovded with mecroea who seem to be idling. The number of 
voryenba ary evidently mreatiy on the increase, and if not 
cheebkad must beemma Jntoleruble",. 
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well es fur es 1 have pone." But the job wes one of tedi- 
ous detnoil. Working time and advences had to be calculated 
for each of about two hundred hands. After two wecks of 
sporadic attention to the "disagreeable business" Franklin 
still had a TULUM: of accounts left to do. *° Moreover, he 
could not compute the wages to be distributed among the 
hands because Wares were to be one-fourteenth part of the 
net proceeds of the commercial crop, and the net Proceeds 
were yet unknown. Official pay day, February l, came and 
went with the accounts incomplete and the laborers unpaid. 
Meanwhile plantation work, entirely Suspended since 
Christmas, recommenced after a fashion. on Janvary 11 Pugh 
rode with the new manarer, A, B. Sharp, over Augustin. 
Sharp "ordered the nefroes to go to work tomorrow, and will 
then take charge." For a week Pugh kept a close eye on the 
situation and found it not too bad. Work was Slow, but the 
cane planted was good. He adjudged Augustin to be getting 
along "very well for the times", Whitmell, "only so so",~4 
He found himself "in great perplexity about the negroes", 
Obviously the Nerroes wanted to be paid for 1864 ana wanted 


to Jnow on what basis they were to work in 1865. Pugh was 


9) 
Oe 
Diary, January 5, 1865. 


DLary, Janunry 10, 18, ed 1 OG, 
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“Diary, January i? a O65. 


‘ 


lb ae.t — « 


; 


to stoow ¥ at aad 
aititned? “seoenteud oft 90" 
yd, 


GS 7 
ari . sevoetal ".0b of P%ef 








<¢,' 


j nhome betuetlateltd ed ad 
4 I 
Pas) 

tay dineetivel-eno ed oF siow Beau Penn oed 


>) ae 
H 7 iD 
brs .,qorTs Lelotomaos sd? Yo nbhossorg da 


eb ysq Istol?TlO .nwomlnu Joy sae 
jmoonl esnvonse od Weie snow 
OY no kiaiaal ] ol tiriwasem 


mnaooe1 ,aemeladd 


| il ; iiw vig 
s] " oneadé 


iad aed? 


io htautta 


Ariana 


,1LHVUIAYL , via te 
. 


-8O] - 


not rendy to pay, and neither he nor any other planter had 
yet heard the terms of labor for the new year. ‘ihe situation 


became so uncomfortable that Pugh ceased riding over the 
26 
Plantations and staid away for more than two months. ~~ 


From January 29 to February 10, 1865, Franklin Puch wes 


27 
absent on a trip to New Orleans. By the time he came homa 


cn Oni ete ae oes 


“Oprehtes behavior will not astonish those who have exper- 
Jenced the Nerrote mastery of the art of conveying respect- 
ful dlasatisfuction., He distributed hates on Aurpustin January 
ewe  Kxcept for a Sunday visit February 12, he apparently did 
not fo on the plantations again until March 28, when he 
nromerked in his diary: "J went to the susar house today for 
the first time since January. TI have purposely staid away to 
avoid talking to the negroes about a contract before I was 
rendy to make one." 

ad ; 
Pacth's apparent purposes in making the trip were various; 
ta see his son Frank who was at school in the City--atontalk 
with PLU. Foley nbout advances for 1665; to find out about 
Ge sile of the Ts¢4d crop; to procure supplies; to make 
tnquirtes about proper procedure in the ware settlement for 
L264: to ret money for the ware settlements; and to be on hand 
if the expected Tabor order were published. ‘I'he details of 
tbe trip, interesting in several respects, illustrated espe- 
‘Clally well what the low State of public and private convey- 
ance micht cost a middle-ared Planter in time and dignity. 
Prenklin went to Bontner January 29 and to Thibodaux next 
Gay. “He staid the night with an acquaintance, and on January 
Ol "tLeok the ennibus for Lafourche Crossing—which got stuek 
im the mud, and mest of the passenrers, got out and walked 
mest of the way= Roads very bed. Arrived in the city [by 
Pa eV byt) o8fO8k Pen M1 Mebruary lz: "Every thinr 13 very 
Auld In.the City, cottoneis.down flat—susar & molasses sel)- 
ineeveryl readsly. Pork and all kinds of provistons scarce & 
irr hirh Phe River being closed by Ice", February 2: "The 
oreer for Necro Labor this year is not yet out, but 1s expected 
wny day, [ would like to take it out with me but fear that I 
shall pet, Dee Ole moidied dienva tomorrow as Ll now con- 
Leqetptea Gay py To enn reat no informatton a3 to the terms of 
tha order, hvery thine JT hear fs contradicted the next moment—" 
The weathor wan ao forry that Franklin decided February 4 
(Saturday) not to rofurn home on the independence but to take 
the cars Monday to Thibodaux whence he micht get home by 
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the labor order for 12865 had reached the Bayou, and "all the 
tlk" was about tk |. But before he could Give primary atten 
tion to the new labor system Franklin had to make hig ware 
settlement under the old. He had hoped to postpone settle- 
ment until the Aurustin and Whitmell cotton, held back to 
aweit a better market, could be advantegeously sola." But 
Thomas W. Conway, the Superintendent of Free Labor, ruled 
that Pugh must settle with his hands immediately or Conway 
would do it for Pr ibis The day efter he got home Franklin 


wont down to Napoleonville "on business"-evidently to pet the 


provost marshal to appraise the unsold Augustin and Whitmel] 
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catchine the Independence or the Lafourche on their up-trips. 
At Lafourche Crossine he found the roads “impresable below 
Tnibodanx for the omnibus and they now take persencers in a 
smpll Bort"... The steambonts were not at Thibodaux. Franklin 
Sent tas nichta of Pebruery i6-and 7 at -the hone Clan ats 
Hol¢en.eoThe boats) stiJl did not Cone:, Febroarive Sen "ere behave 
concluded to wait no lonrer for them. I started up this even- 
AngeOn foothes!! oHeastaid) the night with his old friend Bil- 
ayit2 and next morning walked the remainder of the fourteen 
miles to Boatner, At Boatner all were "in a great stir about 
poying the negroes which will be done to morrow", On February 
Om eA finelly got home to Bellevue. Diary, January e29- 
February 10, 1865, 

ets 

an 
re Austin end Whitmell Sugar and molasses had been sold 
by danmery S2Y°leGHs'thercottonewas not sold until early in 
Mere), PP. H, Foley, New Orleans, to A. F. Pugh, January 21, 


Diary, February LOR les hele yey. 


ae. Ry Sharp, New Wrbeans — to.A,. ie Purh., February She hadsea 
Conway found Ft necersary togmake selaures of "produce or 

af hear prope yt al of twelve plantations, all operated by lessees, 

to recurve payment of wares to laborers. He commended the 'old 

tlanters! for fotr dealine "4in the matter of wares". Report, 

Foprianyvead, «1865, Official Records, Serves avoll XLVIIigept. I. 
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cotton.” The next day, Sunday, he rode on the Plantations 
"to have a talk with the negroes, but they were al] at 
Preaching & so J] did not see many of them. Those I saw 
seemed to be pretty well] disposeq_ ,"o* He then got down to 
Intensive work "preparing my accounts with the negroes" and 
makings out the offScial pay rolls. He found it "g Very Ted— 
lous business, requiring considerable labor", but with the 
assistance of his niece Cynthia Finally finished on February 
19. "Now ‘the Purther(?] Tug of War in settling with them 
(the Nerroes] Tomorrow." On the morrow: 


I settled with the negroes today, as was expected 
they were very much dissatisfied with what they got, 
1f IT had g¢iven them all the Crop they would have been 
equally so~ The fact ia, they are like children, and 
Can not be Satisfied, when they have Any ling foo] 


The total wage paid was about $1,375 (one-fourteenth of the 
net proceeds of the conmercial crop), Providing an average 
ike ber hand of approximately $6.88, The actual share of 
@ach hend varied with his Classification UNO. teu No., eeeetc..) 


TO ere ne ee 


oo 


vanvarys February de DOO ae found the Provost "very 
busy seeing that the negroes [were] settled With=" 

wana Ge Pebruary 12, 1865. Franklints talk was probably 
divected toward reassuring the Nerroes about their wares and 
findine out whether they were disposed to Stey with him 
ANoOtliar dar Tf. Was not yet ready, certainly, to offer 
specific terms for aq new contract, 

Die ry February 14-16, 16-20, 1865. 

February 28) ty stotd at home al] day arranging, my negro 
accounts or rather Pay rolls I think they are now ina fix 
Lo be reeetved ana approved", March 6: "Staid at Napoleon- 
Ville neerly nij day, and got my pay rolls all approved", 
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and working time. Most shares were subject to deductions 

for advances made by Pugh during the year. Hence a few dol- 
lars was certain to be the most that any hand had coming in 
cash. A good many must have received more money annually as 


slaves (throuch overtime and other bonuses) than they received 


34 
in wages for 1864. 


On the day after the wage settlement the manager of Aurus- 
tin wrote Push in some alarm: 


the hands this morning Refused to work as some was 
roing away and I intend to offer them an interest in 
the crop and will caul up this Evening some of the 
leeding hands and wish to know what partion to offer 
them. I think they will except the qih if you are 
disposed to sive them that amt= tell me if I can offer 
them the 7h, { have already tole them or a few that 
it was my intention to select the best hands and they 
there mirht then take in such as they choosed and the 
Other Must Leave if I select a good portion and they 
Rach will have there favorite and will want them to 





on dotailed record of the Augustin and Whitmoll wage set- 
tlement is in A, F, Pugh Papers. For the New Hope settlement, 
on which the data are fuller, see below, pp. 419-420, 

House servants were dealt with separately. The formal 
portion of an imperfect account for 1864 (endorsed "House 
Servants//$110.CO April 10/65//Bellevue") shows five house 
servants (three women and one couple). A pencilled recapitu- 
Jation lists three additional names to receive sums of $2, 
ye. and $15. Of the resular servants, Mary Anne had coning 
WOO (yle2 for “amount withheld last year" plus $24 for ser- 
vVicos 1064 less $4 cash paid), Becca, $19 ($24 for services 
1°G4 less $5 cosh paid), Louisa, $10 (services 1864), Mark 
fohnson, $24 (450 services 1864 less 6 for clothing for 
three children), and Elizabeth Johnson, $5 (#11 services 1864 
tess 46 for food end clothing for three children). Under 
Vary Avnets nauso food and clothing for ene child were entered 
bub not valued nor deducted from her wares. Under Becca's 
mare Chothinge for four children was valued at $16 but not 
deducted, The Johnsons were evidently each assessed for 
their children one-half of Pugh'ts flat rate of $4 per child. 
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Reraitn, so they wi 
a 


Tk Keop |i) that wilt hee worth 
there Grub. please 


rive me your opinien of the whole 


PS did you hesr the news. Dwire {Sem Dyer, over- 
Seer on Aurustin in 1664] shot a Negro yestor- 
dey at Dr Martins and I presume this will Relieve 
the Neighborhood [35] 


Franklin's opinion was not Precisely favorable to Sharp's 
proposal: 


Do not offer the nerroes aiy tiling. butted 
them 1f they— accept of my terms, which will be very 
liberal, they can have double the amount of pround 
{for their own uso], given by the government, and they 
moy make what they please on it. ... (Thus they will 
have crops to sell, whereas the government allowance 
of one acre per family to be planted in vegetables] 
woid be werth nothing to them, if so many vepgetabics 
were mede.there would be no market for such 9 quantity— 
hey wouid hnve to eat all they made . 


PeOr wart © have henrl, and {t comen DEL aor 
rectily-, we can vive them an interest of 1/16 in the 
crop for 1/2 of their wares-, but say nothing about. 
this— We mist ¢et un a contract—in accordance with 
HEC ie loary aict— ST S6 J 


Franttlin was now ready to devote his full attention to 
prenaring a workable contract, but the task would not be easy. 


The Treasury rarulations for the government of plantations 


er Oe ree ee ee eee 


Ale Bs Sharp tAurustin Plantation, to A. F, Purh, per 
Pater Coulfield, February 21, 1865, 

Freniclin’ noted in hia diary; January 5, 1865, that Dwyer 
had moved on that day from Ausustin to Dr. Joseph Martin's 
Vol ren Plantation’ 


LP a 
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F- Benci lied dpaft of a letter in Purh's hand, undated and 
Hhelencds tolbearestrt) The clausa rendierad above as "4n 
rorominnea with which LT can act" looka mere like "In nesord- 
anoowhhieh! waiehytican not", > The draft’ saemea pPininly Jn reply 
peo eptsiintbees! hut thisvassunption Is somewhat embarraa] 
aed opy Purh's iaat paragraph, which reads: "I want to soe all 
L:bya neervagey Lomorrpow at EU oclock at your house" No such 
meetin: with the Narroes toole place in the days following 
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ena trsedman, whiish had finally appeared, buttrossgad by mil. 
S 


La ry Orders, on February §, 1865, were longs ang intricate,” 
What most concerned the planter was a form of contract to be 
eptered into by employers and laborers. Mintmum wares for 
nnlo honds were set at 15, $20, and $25, accordins to class; 
for femalea, #10, 14, and $18, Half the wares mst be paid 
monthty, half at the end of the year. The laborors mirht 
arse to work for a share of the crop in lien of the second 


Peieeot thet r wages. The employer did not feed and clothe 


Te ae are ee ——s 


They occunled four full columns of fine print in New 
Orleans tiene tn» Peary, 5. 1865... The Pprinchpal compo- 
nents worg (1) rorulationsa of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
JULY PPond BSA, seqeerning trosdmen, (2), "boonl Rules of Gon- 
eral Arent Treasury Departmant Concernins the Employment of 
Faeednen.: ato," Now Orleans, February 1, 1865, signed by 
Walid am P. Mellen, and (3) Military Diviston of West Misais- 
Sipopi (Canby), General Orders No, 13, February ee LOb beeen Supe 
plementing these documents was Canby's Goneral Orders No. 16, 
rebruary 6, 1865, first inserted in irue Delta on Febrmiary 
13. Hurlbutts General Orders No. 7, Februnry 8, 1865 (Troe 
Deloe, February 10; Official Hocords,, ger. 1. vol, XLVIII, 


- a OF Ree cre er ca Gg a Se ae 


ieee. 774-75) Inia down directions for the operation of the 
system within the Department ofthe Gulf. 

The drafting the the Treasury system to bo applied in the 
Denartment of the Gulf had first been undertaken by B. F, 
Plande rg. oupervising Special Arent, Firat Arency (2bove, Ds 
al Lf. je Mallen, the General Agent, was Flanders's immed- 
LAee Sesion. His "Lacnl Rules tl were Intended for the hig te 
Second | and Ih pe] Asencles, which included tha occupied por- 
PLS OF the whol a Miesissippi Valley. Flandors may have 
SADIE tn tin preparation of Mellents “Locnt Rules", but it 
BPA Tey Mord Likely that “allan Simply thrust ratdna Plantar tg 
GlLEorins, £Poany.- The ecal Titles © hans 8 very.close resgn- 
Wi C7 The cn ohana that Mellen as Supervising Spectal Arent 
Oe Ga 1a ot a + Br encun (the occunLed “nortiana of thie ih watira 
Mv Valley nerih. at Red River) had trted WITS ere ONE U PTS rt G 
Peet ty Te yy nt Tei Ore Trin st rir of L864, oO0e Mellen, Heport rela- 
Laie tay Tw rrtagt 14 - Ghanloaned Plantations md Affas rs of the 
tee Pnan Lo in Pint Spocial Acency (WashtIneton, 1864, 19 p.)s 
Eaton, Gra! rs Tipenl ‘3 and the Froedmen, 142-56; and W ley, 
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the laborers; instead, he was bound to "kaa, on hend, and 
Sell to the laborers, at actual cost, on the Plantation, n 
suffletent Supply of wholesome oon and proper Clothing for 
themselves and their families", °° Sickness, nerlect of work, 
or quitting BS) jal ear mircht be Pena lu7zo0 2) 4 Tie Dropear 
OiniLolea] BHP Ov ad by ware forfeiture or deduct) one The 
rerulations recorniszed no other mode of discinline, All 
Plantations mast be registered with the Supervising Specinl 
Aicent., The existing"hospital, Post, and other taxes ... 
lavied by military authority” upon the products Of plantations 
WE TO a eel shed.. itn their place the Planter mst deliver to 
the proper Treasury officer ASeeetaxein kind not less than 
Ona eantt eth iof his Surar and molasses and not less than 

39 
onsetenth of his cotton, 

Planters lookad upon the Treasury repulations and Treasury 
control with distaste and “pprehension, The Treasury scheme 
met none of their complaints about the Old system, Instead, 
it promised a» decrease {n discipline accompanied by an increase 
In red Yh eee expense, 


ee eee i Ta 


Employers Piet te: "anon the application of any of their 
emplayds (Se tired ian them with board at an amreed mouthly 
PRE} Laborers wh oe to receive gratis the uMial quarters, 
fol. and median] attendance. Each Famtly shonid hove "one 
acre of EProunch f oy mardan purposes! and the USO Of animals 
PUG TORS te wore tle meround:. 

ate tax would rellove Plantation products of "any other 
Lax. on PAA IEOS oy excont State taxes, the internal revenue 


Bax, and conmmare4 ") intercourse fees," 
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In the first Place, planters Hisiiker the Tarren nominal 
iMereuso In Pea. TG requirement that Nerroes feed and 
clothe themselves, Plus the Possibility of peyine halt the 
pe AO erie ye the crop, mirht actually have kept the 
POPOL atin the same as it had Geen ano ING4. tye 
PRanters annanrad unwilling to risic Cheetrial © ton if the 
eof of Labor wore not increased, the system of dispensing 
food and Clothing, whereby every planter acted as ae rchnant, 
would sroatly aurment clerical work and micht require add{- 
tional operating capital, | 

The tax tn kind, though in form a commifttation of exist— 
ine taxes, was In substance a heavy new tnx, Lefourche 
Planters in 1863 and 1864 had apparently paid no militery 
tox other than the Hospital Tax of 45.00 Per bale af cotton, 
$1.00 per horshead of eueabe and $0.25 per barrel of molas- 
SeS. Canby ordered on February 6, 1865, that "products of 
the past and previous years" pay a military tax, "under what - 
eyaneone olteis levied, ior $5.00 per bale of cotton, s.00 

AD 
per horshead of Sucar, and $0.50 per barrel of molasses,” 
At prices ourrent early in 1865 ine Proposed, Treasury tax jn 
KL . fic’ 33) ao toa tie military tax, would have aqualled gheant 
heath 2 OVO) Per bale tof cotton, $7.50 per horshead of Susar., and 


41,00 per barrel of molasses, Planters already croaned unmdap 


As Weise > Division of West Mississtippt, General Orders No, 
16, Insertad tn Daily rue Delta, February 13, 1965, 
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Pe ay SOST chiefly taxes, of about $75 a bale for cot- 
fon and $50 2 horshead for surar, *2 

The Treasury Scheme threatened discipline because it wag 
Not to onarnate (excent temporarily) throuyh the Provost mar- 
“hls, who wero the disciplinary arents in the military 275- 
Hem.) Planters had complained about the inadequacy of tin pro 


a ee ee | 


but thegr inadequacy lay Chietly in their human Inele 


or om presence, The provosts had ample power, and Pranklin 
Much bad found them as a8 rule codperative, Civilian "super- 
intendents" were likely to Prove poor substitutes. ** 

Norco on eid et hie Treasury scheme had been announced 
without havine been approved in Washington, and without the 


45 
appointment of officers for its administration. This fumbling 


[We W. Pugh], New Orleans, to F, Tillou [Nicholls], Jan- 
UE ByrcEy 1B65- Mantin Papers. 

ge 
Mena woro not alone in their disapproval of the 
at reasupy remulations., Hurlbut thousht the tax INS KIndM tt og 
heavy PO rndtihs ware plan "sich that, while apparently givine 
high wares.to the hands, it will involve them in debt and 
reduea them to a state of peonage." Hurlhut to Lt. (fe Ber Gy ie 
Chrigtennsan (Canbyts AY? Ae G.), March A Biebe BESTS RSE Offictal Rec- 
Cee a Sat TF ty Dap ee ALV ELT & eh ioe Ban FGF Ae bn Ranks, who was netur-~ 
Wereierlial Lo hts Ou 8ystem, made. the snine Penenal cri ty 
Seem OF the Ware and supply plan. He thourht also that Treas- 
MeO PPE ents Tolt ants t1 oA to make money out of thetr PO3Sitions 
by Jensini-: plantattona to thelr friends and in effect to them- 
selvea, the reduced land allotments to be planted in vere- 
Lables only he branded a trick of the arents to benefit theam- 
ae lyos as pd antnti on operators. Banles Claimed that under his 
Syelem oa hand tye been able to meke as mich as $500 above his 
ee Oy Pal ey 477 eOvbON, cane, or corn’ on his land plot, 
Banka, Woahtretoen, mt > eo Garrison, January 30, OW S15 13 heme Wat 
Ded ley True pel ha, March 19, - 1065, 
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fhe New Ortaana eOrrespondentlof tha Now York Times wrote 
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DrocedNire maant thet thea existing military OPA ZAC Ton , 
cerposod of man Henerally hostile to the Treasury, mint tom- 
Povarily administep Treasury regulations, and that the 
whale Treasury system misht Crumble upon an adverse word 
from Washtneton. Franklin Pugh'g experience on Februory 22 
Was wot ifo. be wondapag ats: 


pont the day at Napoleonville and rode home in the 
rain. Went there to learn what Was soinr on about, 
Nero contracts, and came home about as wise as when 
Lolert hone. Evory thing is in a State of confusion, 
and 7I doubt, we Shall be able to do any thing this 
month, [45] 


ee —_—_--—- 


January 30. L865; Banks's labor system "onds to-morrow niente 
and It exnires without a Single officer &ppointed by the 
treasury Devartment to execute the Treasury system. ‘The 
Arents of ‘the freasury inform the planters that even the 
Ee osiurey Systom is not complete, and that they must &°O back 
to Washineton to revise it, and have it approved by the Sac- 
petorey Sips s will take two months, and who Can comprehend 
the danger to most serious interests, in consequence of the 
loss of-such-a length of time?" Daily True Delta, March 8, 
1665. 
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Department of .the Gulf (Hurlbut), General Orders No, 7, 

February g, Toso, Official Records, ser, Lin eV.Ol, ALV IGT nt), 
i ese 

95 

The troubles of Carly 1865 were deepened by unfavorable 

wenthor extendine roughly from late January to Carly April: 
fle month fram mid-Vebriary to mid-March was especially bad, 
Pranklin« Puchts diary was a constant lament. Mebruary 23; 
"A ovopy balnyeday:... ) There was considerable rain last nicht 
“the day closed vec ha rmtne.. We have not had such weather fop 
POEs BVO EWhee Wh d sy 45 6nd, no one can pelle hardly befors 


the close of 'his month The negroes, howaver would do noth- 
Jae any way! Pebruary £24: More rain. "We can do more worl 
Lhis month and not eerlisr than the latter part of next month, 
[f there shew D2 no more pain We are in a misorable con- 


CI Son “and isri5 Jikely to [do] no better if ag well as last 
oar I Moreh Ga lwe sadly need ... [rood weather], indeed 
IT wa do not met §t soon we Can make nothing not even as 
moch as Jraat year," 





of oF orodd Jnny niet 
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in this “state of contusion" Planters wore veinekent te 
Vs " . 46 . ; . ‘ , 
mexve contracts , but by early March Frankdin waa nearly 
rendy to comnutt Dinsele’. A. B. Sharp wrote from Am-roustin 
Plantation, March 9, 1865 (Sunday); 


Lohave the blanks for the contracting: but Lo woudd 
prefer to spend the next week in plantings and wht) das 
my beat to reb as rieup done as possible and this will 
Ho SELL abst dnomakine the contract so the plen wj1] 
2 eG ro Le no Arent and wee will pospone the contract 
bor one weok Lf pos(sJible, and then you can make the 
prroncements with them’. ] 


At mbout the sume time Sharp informed Pugh that 


APatLion of Whiskey to put Up a3 a warer bebLween the 
Dropers of cain and the carts would LOLT oNO rl F arpeais 
effin planted temorrow and a bbis flour would bee vory 
wOll applied by selling it to the hands instead of 
cormmmeel, If we could trke som little advantare in 
Chis way it would double pay and more too(?] besides 
woowsnt sowethine new to insp[iJre ea new Dee Vinge Act 
would add greatly to making, our contract besides as 
We cherse them with it what is the Differance, please 
send me the above articles and whatever else you 
choose[. 


RO ae aa oe ee ee Se 


AG... a 
pO eercorl ced one to east Texas that "the hire of 


Hen poss ‘in “lover LY had beon raised to $25.00 per month & 
ait planters were unable to bay so much & refused to il nets 
Lise Fis road! Ppa Consequently roving about the country depre- 
eee CF Martin, dr., Jefferson, iiKe bb1O ghee aC 2 eer — 
tin, Ueeartorhes . Tex., ifarch 28 and April 29, 1865 (quota. 
L 


: 
eto telter of March 8p). 

PP ede iia J@m Yorlbut issued & peremptory order pequir- 
Bes cane) area owt th Uressury rorulations an: prombodlne that 
sti Pies pha at Mire Diabet a" Provisions were Teh oe ttc: amen. 

ek! Beoerimanal of" Lisa Gull, Gonereal Orlors No, £0 , Moreh 
RN A a a eB vecores, ¢er. 1. vol. 9 OSA DO ci Bes ham ay Pe oe 
ate, PEP vai Ly eaouely Harlot Allowed this oplep Los bah pub- 
LER ee) aie): mole Por CA CT et CI ete eG ae ely goby es 


y (aL of MPG Pes lS ePL Lon in Datly True Valter), Olthouyrhy 
i Heras Asas Wiles pnp os Weis thea Denar y eros iat | mais warn invalid 
GT hd pee ope pd Omlor a military system to supercede them, 
ie has elie Od mivitt, pt i LO AR eee 
Pyersiayresy ls Bee Ry huourht plantorg Ourht to pet on with their 
Seen Lie aye AT tha contracts had to be amended later, 
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Durine the next week Frenklin Puyth apent two full dava 
in the house at2ellevue "making out my contracts with the 
eprops! se . by the end of the week he hed an arpreement in 
{inal form. Most cf the terms were those Prescribed by 
Tronsury rorulations., Franklin Chose the half-rare pyri half- 
Share methed of labor payment. A half-wnre of $7.59 to 
#£12.50 for man and $5.00 to $9.00 for women was to be paid 
monthly "in wholesome food and proper clothing, at actual 
cost prices on the plantation, and the balance, if any, in 
United States Treasury notes." The other half-wage was to be 
one-sixteenth of the net profits of the commercial crop 
divided among the hands in proportion to each hand's eclaaa 
and working time. 

It beinre well understood that, 1f the monthly wares 

2+. Shoulc not be suffictent to pay for the food 

eanf{d] clothing [of] Laborers, the balance due for same 

shall be deducted in the final settlement from the 

shabesols such dabtar...... in the net profits of the crop 

or from whatever may be due them for extra work. 
FPrenklin's chief individual twist was an increase of the land 
allotment to two acres per family, "with the privilere of 
cudtivetine in it whatever the Freedmen think proper, which 
mix be worth to each family from one to four hundred dollars", 


In considerntion of the unrestricted two acre allotment, 


and for the rurpose of securing the Crops in which 
the controetine parties are mutually interested .., 
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aga een bY, tHe [Treasury] Pegulations. of eee Ju] y 
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Beas Hand ay , Mareb 13, Pranklin Was ready to hia log 8rrangomanta 
Pre kira REM, UP i, the 3lening was BOL ES ba nin) Leta Ico 
Jit aprived in “apoleonville to make his arrenremrents he 
"Panna thera wns *% NOW order out upsetting entirely the first: 
a n 49 
OMPsy Tn SON Ue oel iT) qaig nothing", 
the new OvierHurlbutty General Orders No. 23, Moreh ARS 


2 
IGS. supe reader the Treasury mesulations.° rrmidin pueh and 


SE em fara a a Be USSmontbewas SCasenthally BNC ORV ROME Ch o 
ar Mf tet, Libove: PP. 896-597) with Various special 
Beet. Phare, a Gal Gof Pig 6 rid OL tho A recmont warn Poene 
lela ea rg ae Ke IUGE wTandepy eG Gx Threa CODON: HG loan. 
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WERE PY er thc ad, Account adequately for what Hurlbut 
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his fellow-planters would now have to mil} cvor Hurlbut's 
rerulations 2 anc Purh would have to repeut the long pro- 
cess of negotiating a contract agrecable to the authorities 
and to the Necroes. This meant more trouble and more delay. 


a Fs. 
Otherwise the upset was a blessing. Hurlbut's orders 


ee a= er eee 


called the "trifling and inefficiency on the part of the 
emery Department" nor the final refusnl of the WeOre Lary 
of the Vreasury to approve Mellon's regulations. Most of the 
documents have already been cited herein; see also Flanders 
to Canby, Janunry 6, 1865, inclosing Harrington to Flanders, 
November 26, 1564, and Canby to Stanton, January 12, 1865, 
mei eieieliccords, scr. 1, vol. XLVIIL, pt. I,..492-95.- The 
mitter is examined at sone length in Wiley, southern Nesroes, 
eb at  20 | SG 5 peor 8 Re 

Tue Detly True Delta, which had praised the Treasury reru- 
Jations when they appeared (editorial of February 12 . 1865), 
came Forth on March 11 and 14 with a strong denuncietion of 
Flanders and all his works, The editorial of March 14 dealt 
wilh Flandors'ts "Spnominious failure to manose the svatem of 
plontation laber." "the system and regulations hatched out 
after months of painful incubation by the faithless or incom- 
petent representative of the Treasury Department, was summor- 
fuy SO aside at Washington, as unworthy of a moment's con- 
siderntion—a fate justly deserved not only by the system but 
by tus suthor." "ihe disasters which nature inflicted upon 
the unfortunate planters last year" made competent manarement 
capectally necessary this year. But Flanders “wasted months 
either in #A abortive efforts to come to a sensible conclu- 
ston, or to add to the plantations cultivated for his own 
benefit, or for some other purpose.... The planters were 
lefc in the daricthe Arent could f—O on with arrangements to 
cultivate his own plantations, leased, we suppose, of him- 
Arie O11~b kas aw) terms; but he wanted either the disposition 
or the intellect, or both, to. submit any practicable plan by 
which others could ro on with their plantations." 
dog npceenictes shows that he and other planters conrrerated 
In Napolconville for a vast amount of gossip and "shop talk". 
Wis ali-day visits to the town were especially frequent when 
hor vroblemrs were uppermost in his mind. 
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(bers W* Conway—naturally a strone proponent of the mili- 
Lary avetoem whieh he ndministered—reported March ao L865, 

hint priar ta the sernpping of tho Treasury system "thousends 
Of unorployed nemreoes were reported, and there war the preatest 
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Preseribed a return to the military Sy3tlom as it had existed 
ie 154. Mat System was already thorourhly famtifars Wate 
over, hurlbut's restatement of the rules wag sSencrally lucid 
aud concise. The ware scale was set at $6 to $10 a month 10% 
nole hends, &5 to $8 for females, $3 for boys under fourteen 
“Cars, and 2 for sirls under fourteen. Classification of 
hands was to be determined "by merit and on asreement between 
the planters and the laborers," ‘Land allotments for private 
cultivation by the laborers were to be the same as in 1864, 
ranging from one-quarter acre for inferior hands without fam- 
ilies to one acre for Superior hands with families. On the 
allotments the laborers might raise such crops as they chose, 
but they might not "keep animals, except domestic poultryst 
The Treasury tax in kind was dropped in favor of a Dod le tax, 
due June 1, 1865, payable $2 by the employer and $1 by the 
hand, on each hand aged eighteen to fifty years. Only one 
ambiguity in the orders bothered Franklin Pugh. Could he 
offer the Nesroes a share of the Crop in lieu of set monthly 


wares? After a day spent at Napoleonville, March LGogehe’ felt 


danear that the number maintained in the department by the 


rovernamont would be juereased ten-fold," When the Treasury 
“Vive 25 pvopleced,. 'ownopsinand leaseca of plantations 
bacan to work, ond merehants who under the Treasury 3ystom 
hal positively rofused to advance money, seeing [now] some 
prespect of mwting crops, of Lerod» to lonn the necessary 


Sunda. Prosvecls that. had been blizhted began to revive..." 


COnmoyr Do. Lt. Col, Ceorge -B. Drake, A. A. G. (Hurlbut), 
Oeieeae dy Hocords s.sars I, vol. XLVLIL, pt. ie geon 
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hapeLuds 
that 

Io bertn to think/T niyvy be able to ret such bareain 
with my nerroas an T wish, if they will ascent to at. 
That ls I have some hopes of metting the authorities 
to approve of a contrect Siving them an interest in 
the crep ... for thet? Whole wares, [53] 


wo Gaya lator hea wrote the Superintendent of Freedmen 
pemestine authority to offer the Negroes for their wares 

54 
one-cirhth of the "net profits" of the crop.” Further actior 


torard a contract must await Conway's reply.”” 








~ Diary, March 16, 1865, 
od 

ary OIE STV eS oi Napoleonville, to Thorns W. Conwey, New 
Orleans, March le sAL865, The letter rend; 

"Con I meke a contract with my Laborers ,.., giving them, ir 
Iieu of oronthiy wares, one eichth of the net profits of thes 
commercial cron, with two acres Of land to each family, they 
horpay for their food. and clothing out of their share of the 
crop, but to be ltable only to the extent of said share; ther 
articles to ba furnished them at actual cost on plantation; & 
on itemized account to be kept with each Laborer, and exch on 
Co Iso) Lighle only for what he or his forily shall receive, 

"In fscertainine the net profits of the crop-, of course, 
the foad ona clothings, and nothing else required by orders to 
be furntrhed them free of cost, to be deducted from the Fross 
procesda-—¢F . 

"liy laborers are working very well every .thine considered, 
bout Iam enxfous to make a contract with them, as soon as 
possible, and therefore would be glad to have an answer to 
This, at your earliest "convenient moment—" 

Mrenklin was. as he presumably realized. trying to drive «a 
er ee earp barrkins MT heteolttokyidoduand clothine for the 
Herpocs. on Aurustin alone would be at lenst $10,000. This 
Sum world “eonsume the Norroes'sa eantire one-eirhth share of 
Chey oron unless the Proceeds of thea crop, less the cost of 
fond and Clothire, exceeded the fabulous sum of #$80,000, 
Prana obviously intended that the Negroes should receive 
DO compensation beyond their food and clothing and what they 
could wake from their two acre allotments. 
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While the contract question wes yet unsolved, Frenklin 
Pech was conf rented wlth another incresaiprily important prob 
lem of free Inbor, viz., the Negro who wished to chaenre 
erployers, The stated policy of the authorities had been 
md was thet Norroes not under contract had the risht to hire 
'Pewselyes to whom they pleased. Planters thought ctherxio” 
ty oVGe ent 164, if notin 1865, they retsined some sence 0. 
property richt in "their Negroes; moreover, they did not 
with to see an onen labor market. William WwW. Push had pro- 
posed in 1864 that planters "agree not to employ the laborers 
of our neighbors, without written permission of 321d neirh- 
ber etabove, .p. 220). Two letters to Franklin Pugh in Febru- 
ary, 1865, reflected Fughts disapproval of his neischborstg 
hiring Nosrroes from his plantations. Felix Gillet wrotes 

I received your Rei day, about my employing 

the old man Ceasar [sic]; I did employ Ceasar and 

hired him for this year, on his stating to me that 

him and all the others that wished to go away from 


your place and seek employment could do 80— 


So my dear Sir, do not blame (me] for employing 
Ceasar, [56] 


H. B. Ballou, former overseer on Highland, wrote from 
Vela Plaptation that he had received Pugh's letter of Febru- 
Ry eo, and "would state" in reply that 


[ heave in my empley a man by the neme of Brooks Who 
tol’ na thet he had two Brothers on one of your places 


woe Ne a me ee ee eee 


fe Bs 
Were Assumption, to Pugh, February 22, 1865. Gillet 
my have sont Cnesnr back (the note was brousht by him). 





: ae 


ood 





date of2 Ho a 







it devia. ytaeaer 






in aon oF it tw 





j Priel tiesto a INSe Steg hy Ee eS eee 


-408- 


that wern grotnie away, and he would like to have them 
WIth Rie hare 


1 told him that if he was sure that they were 
roine to leave your place, they mirht come hera, 


Io heve not seen the men. Hevine bean confined to 
my room for several days with an attack of lung fever, 
I emmot attend to the matter personally, 


You can inform the Boys that I cannot send teams 
for them, or basses to come to this place. (toe) 


And if you think best, That I say they will find 
no better man than Mr Barrow (S. Barras, overseer on 
Whitmell)] to work under, and that I think they had 
better stay w[hJere they are, [58] 


The wore settlement of February 21, highly unsatisfectory 
to the Yerroes, was followed after five days by the departure, 
apparently en masse, of three Negro families and one woman. 
If Frartlin opposed their rOing, he did not say so. But he 
did oppose having dependents left behind. After his diary 
record of the Negroes who"took their departure", he wrote: 

"I tried to put off ola Patty & Solomon Wilson but they got 
ahead of me. They will have to leave I think as I can not 


support them, since all the members of their family have 


nog 


left. 


Ae es mov have referred to passes from the provost mar- 
Shad, Pub authorisations from planters, standard during 
Sf ONT ater (adil ln se. 4 Wi tness two echits, one dated 
Acconpktion le 26 KFevrter 1865, Sifned E, fT, Landry, permit- 
tiny terro Nonry "d'ales vendre son mats ou ils trouvera"™ | 
and MigbhergineArF.sPurhisthand. dated Palncourtville, March 
Io, i865. permittine the "Colored Man, Hanneniwa. suntoncowto 
Napoloonville to see the Provost Ma[rshal]". 


Pipnidou fo Puech, Pebruary 23, 1865. 


5a 
“'Dinry, February 26, 1865, 
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A simtlar problam of dopendents provel-nad eranclin to 
dratt a proteat to tho provost marshal of’ arf rae oe 
One of the Aujustin women, he wrote, chose last year to 
leave the plantation and "settle herself in Donaldsonville, 


on what authority, I did not care to enquire, as she was of 


y 


' 


BO Vatue tCoome." But lately, upon the death of the Herro 


woman Dolphy Anderson, “who left four orphan children," the 
woman from Donaldsonville took off the place Henry Wilson, a 
boy of thirteen, "the only one of the family who can work", 
"Now if she takes the only one of the family who can. earn 
nis Bivine Pai, 1's only justice, I think[,] that she shonla 
Laxe the other members of the family, who can do nothing in 


that wav—" Or Purh was willing to continue takine care of 


: 60 
the whole family if he could have Henry Wilson back. 


A Case. of disability in a former hand Pugh passed on to 
the provost marshal of Assumption Partsh; 


this will be handed to you by a colored Man, who 

waa Jn my employ last year on mya7pi ac 63 wey. ores La Coun- 
che & who 1s badly ‘poliyid{?] [palsied or paralyzed ] 

ax you will see, and who abandoned the Place early in 
Decembor, 4n seorch of some one who could relieve him 
ol Gis al fivetvonsS1y. foundithim at my house a day or 
two aco, and I have advised him to go to Gen, Braperts 
Plantation, whore I eam sure he will be cared for~ [61] 


Mndated dratt of ia letter to Captain Shutain[?], Provost 
Marshol of Ascension, } 

ee aa wart ol Nelotter to Captain J. W. Gresne. Brax- 
Con Urarceta Groonyrand Plantation, in Lafourche Purish, was a 
Peveimment wong, Colony" for frecdmon, Department of the 
Oule, General Ordars Nery fo Fobruary a eel RSH ETS ie Offictal Rec- 
EB PAG ny VOL, ALVILI, “pt, re 775! 
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Uvt Ala pely, Piltim +6 Nero formerly employed by ona of 
Preodn's ned -hhora presented himaelf for hire on Whitmell. 
In so doing he precipitated a correspondence that threw mich 
disht upon practice and feeling about hiring Nerroes pre-~ 
Viously beloneing to or employed by others, 


Ae, PRO Rast. Whitmell Plantats 


March 22. 1865 
to 


2 
a a a eal ie aly 
1 send you the Boy Yats that wish to hia shia usalf 
i recommand him to youhss A number one hand Med- 
Oe Pourk {Doure} has turnc them al] out and have 


hired onutle le Blane hands you had Retter hir him 
ie your Can 


Lop ie Hepelush, 


e 
ee ae ee 


)y 
ON, - 





Arie. Se tpeie Bellevue, to S, Barras, Whitmell Plantation, 





—-~— 





= — + - 


tiarch 24, 1865 





A ee fae Meek mee eas OS a SS Sak See A 


had. Boure's man Yates—brourht me [yesterdayla note 
wren roe. ibating thateshe had turned Ac Hatha 
nerroes off, ond advising me to hire him. TI asked him 
for his discharee from Mad— Bourg, and as he had none 
I told him, he mst have it before I would employ him. 
He left and I have not seen him Since, but Mrs Purrh, 
leafr|nt yesterday from Madam Bourg, that I was rotnre 


DOM mero al 1 eat itier nefrocs, or rather, she heard thrt 
bed hired them, 


Now, ag this nerro may have told a story very dif- 
feront from, what {3 the fact, and may be on the place 
Pe a GA thinbe the principle I will be rpovearnead 
nae ben Cveary Case of a Neer, Delonting tora plontation 
ish isthe sbefore th wilt hi re him, he 
raat show a discharre from his employer last~ year, 

He need not come to me without it—-. If he comes [f rom] 
Poitier ci toni 1 be roverned entirely by circum- 


staneoag 


F 


Walter Pugh to A. F, | 


A. F 
March 245) 1865 


—_— 


Pugh 


uth, 








MPS Roane han recently hired some of my nesroes who 
have turnfed}] vnrrants rather than male a contract 
WIth me sel ala miVe3 as an excuse that soma Of fer 
Ned echhourrsy (Cand she ineludeg you in the caterory) have 
Pew gi ot hepa,  { hope you will rectify it as far 
BS you are concerned so as to give her no excuse to 
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HN ee om prpenn Tn ohtptiae my Nesroes, she thowrht ahe Wo3 
Veta bday tel wy Lipyeyny Vouseg In that view of 4t YOU mast, 
OAH Pr) Coy wet Lory 7ou on the sub jact 


Fo, es Prrredy Rellevue, to Walter Pars AC Hone, 
REIN SIRE IS T Pam BRP 


SYOUr Latiep or the 24th 1s before ma, and in’ reply 
st Eada ae Di. aems tat 1 have nt ped no nesross this yoor, 
OE TOO eer One of Mad, Bours men cama to ace 
ee ee ae ne ta be hired, with a permit from the 
Provost Hinrsheal’ to hire himself, I told him he rst 
Deing his Miatrasgst discharge before T COMI Ad IAIto 
him on the subject. He lert and I have not seen him 
Sinen, 


if I can kaen my own negroes, with the Contrabends, 
From Red River lett by Dr Smith PLease. 0f Aucustin 
and Whitmell in L065 14 Tushald have all I wish, and 
Oe en aw letear T> can make profitable, 


On Ine was £5 Napoleonville today I shall cal] to 
ee Bere 6 have no desire or intentton of hir- 
Inc any anes nesroes, without the consent of their 
EON Tt PRA ay Gy had—~ My rroat, object is to 
Keon omy own nat home, as long fas] they will worl enoucth 
Lo make a ene ante. em Satisfled that is as Much, 
VP not morn Lhen, most of thom will do; I am in no 
conlditton to exrend anything for negroes of my neirh- 
ora © 1 dyscl <n Surplus of cash, I am sure I could 
bestow 1t on mich worthier objects of charity 


Walter’ Porh ton. F. Puch ("Dear Bani lin) 3 
i ie Ines. a 
erage ; 1865 
Pleasa enguiro if my negroes are at your saw iN eS 
Lt they are pat mr Kissack to drive them away. He told 
a0 he would not employ them and I presume 
Ne has Bsen as pond as his word, but they may be out 
Chere working whth Some old Negro pick! ny moss [62] rf 
sCotneylare tonhwyour tor his land and I would be much 
ebliged téahaue thom driven ODF .melrwant to pursue them 


per 4). CV ta eN { ime 
: wrt | ee J Bh a 


SR 0 ices dea ge - 


MGA mepI elrl ae chon continued oq an occupation tn thts 
1G het ty vchown oho othe peesent day. For a bpteft etseussion , 
bo ten) tip Photecraphay (ade Carolyn Kamsey, "Bayou Bounty", 


th @ valuriny Evening Post, January 23, 1243 Ae ppt 26-27, 
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mex 
wherever they/lod:e until L drive them out of hearine— 
If Planters dont stand by each other in such matters 
Phen nespoaes wll] become more and more exacting, every 
yenr until ti. «© short time we will be the slaves and 
they the masters [63] 


Pranklin Purhts diary for three weeks from March 18 to 
April 8 showed him in a constant fret over his labor contract 
Aneta prospects. 


March ... JI remained at home all day doing littlo 

Us or nothing, I trust to hear from the city in a 
few days, such news as will enuble me to make 
a satisfactory bargain with my negroes. 


Murch ... Staid at home all day—ruminatinre on the 
ee Viele DOOM prospects we have for making a liane 
lie yeur. i9 earn that most or my seed cang 
is rotten. I mean what has not been planted 
I can not tell how that is which has been plrnt 


March This was a beautiful day, every thing indicates 


VAL the opening, of the usual spring weather. We new 
eee to fear that the weather will be too drvy— 
those who do not get a stand of their crops seon 


J Spt will have but a poor show this year Ido 
not belteve there will be mich made any more ... 


March ... iIt rained nearly all the mornine~ .... 
els here is no nows I am in a perfect stew about 
contracting with my necroes 


today 
Maren ... I went to the sucar house #KhdSd mAsosKH for 
2. the first time since January. I have purposely 


staid away to avoid talking to the nevroes about 


wood hey dete Mlantation by its location was exceptionally 
Bea TON rei Weel ann 15 ACIS ALG F WRN di aye PeGriiiry 1), 
Hoo, Sueh visits, mich dreaded by Nerroes » Were undoubdtedly 


ea se Wahoo ia lett him. His vindicative, pursuit of 
them oucht not to be construed as necessarily representinr a 
oneral attitude. Walter was reputed, probably with renson, 
A Hed man even aonone ht a peers. 

THe Tive Letiars omroted ars tin AEP Up ear ape ose AfANA IPS, 
Py to Babies (th “arerD), and "to “Walter Puch (Sa? rie) may be 
retatne? coptes:s but Lt Is also possible that neither letter 


wes sent. 
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nm contrat before I was rendly to mnke one. I 

Sino ready and had a talk with a f ow Of them 
on the subject— It was not very satisfactory 

on ofther side 


BOOED .... Rain.) A very unpleasant day. I do not 
EP.« know what will become of ua next yenor if this 
kind of weather should continue lons We shall 
not make a living certainly 


Marchetti elier statacat home all day, doing little or 
oO, 1rothing. I am very nich perplexed to know what 
I shall do about contractinrn with my nemroes 
J have spread before them my plan and will fo 
out on Saturday to know what they will do 


Ry the time Franklin Spread his plan before the Nerroes 
he had heard fram Conway that a contract miczht be made "for 
Msneare Of. the *crop in lieu of wages—not in lieu of clothing 
and fool or either—these are to be embraced as allowances the 
same as land, "OF Conway's ruling squelched any notion of 
charging the laborers's food and Clothing arainst their share 
ef the crop. .Puech now proposed to the Negroes that he Bive 
them one-olschth of "the net profits of the crop", allot"two 
acres of ground to each family", “pay for night work in the 
rolling" ."furnish the place with every thing required, and 
Cio amone tho nemroes, what molasses I have on band, 
Say apouk 2£O Bbis—-." The laborers were to work Saturday 
Bi vernoons afer Aucust 1, and to, do "what ever work may be 


ae es 


“Und ted endorsement by Thomas W, Conway, "Gent Supt 
Peeper Ben b On iC on Puch to Conway, March 18, 1865, 
Pucnts letter appears to have bean returned as an Inclosure 
im Ps. Foley, ilew Orleans, to A. F. Pugh, by [steamer] 


Ja Haren et. AGS , reaching Pugh not later than March 26 


Viger y ).. 
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56 
pr Pena to Lhem" The Whitmell men came to Bellevue 
noxt marndne by appointment, “and thourh not Apparently 
89 wold satisfied as those on Augustin with my terms, I 


helleve they sonerally assented to it. At all events, I 


ee ee + ee ee 


“Untoted pencdlled draft of points. The wase for nicht 
sops durine rolling, payable at the end of the yeur, was to 
eo "G0 chs p[o]r nicht, or 9 hours work, for No 1 mon and 


Pesos PI OAIMAL lye te others! For worl ‘on Saturday afternoons 
gener Aucush 2, work on Sundays during rolling, and all work 


MONOD ef cens ot Lon hours in summer & 9 hours in winter" 
gaioarers wero to be credited "In the time books, and to 
poeolvevpny therefor" in their share of the crop. Nicht 
work diurbus polline and over-time work wero thus on a di ffar- 
eh ei Rie deb worl? would be pald for by weres In addl- 
Saye ee oe ol eh li-share of tha crop. For over-timo the 
gpuiy Wie, Sui bo the Negroes as a group were Purhts pon-= 
eromg dant atlotwents and the chance thet the sizo of the 
Cron, anti Lenmthoy Tae an interest, mieht be increased. The 
lndividuel laborer. who plied up over-tine would, of course, 
enlaiere bls portlon of tne one-eifhth shares; but he could do 
so°oulyv et iho expenae of his fellows. 
te UNer pe eM O1e polntsi as) an iucomplete draft of a labor 

treet, This dract probably represents a alichtly earlior 
Stace dn cuehta toivking.s Whe terms were somewhat less lib- 
AAS ware aewarc Lo worl vaturday afternoons after July 1 
(retest et hae ub Beye oar working day should be from sun to 
Sere th LeLerhilagions Cor bre akfast and dinner (one and two 

pin SAL onf=—balf hour and one hour in winter). Dur- 
li elite, soason the laborors must "work in addition six 
See i) 5G ot » Without additional comnensation, 

one ere ie wOoreon an atforent-foatins £rom plantation 
MOOG. wish Wor, waualhy doalpowith sepore telly. “this. peartt- 
ae omit however, would have provided for them; "the 
Wie we ino Cervantes hall be from tyvo<to. sax Go Goay pis] ir 


wae. ert tet Loins fuslhquerters s&ometiiical attendance, 
es Tale eer lo aan Udy and the other half peyable at the 
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anticipate but little trouble in eettinse. them to 3ifsn the 
contract" ,°! He worked intensively from Tuesday mornin 
until Thursday morning proparing the contracts. The atti- 
tude of the Nerroes continued satisfactory; "T have not hesrd 
a word of obfection from any of them they seem to be very 
well pleased as far as I can learn any thing from them, "68 
The stenineg was set for Saturday. Considering past disappoin 
ments, Franklin must have had his fingers crossed; but there 
wes no serious hitch. "Passed the contract[s] with the 
nerroes today on Aurustin and Whitmell the former easily, the 


iineh lia not like to. lose their hogs, and were backward, 


69 
but Cinally ell came tn" 


ey 

 Phary. April 2, lees, 

68 

Pras Merit. 4-6. 2865, «The Signing was postponed on Wed- 

mesiay because Mr, Post (probably one of Conway's ass stants ) 
ceuld not coma up Lrom Napoleonville to act as witness, Pugh 
ecoule hardly have been ready had Fost appeared. Only sfter 
ee oe tea inhi 42a. om. Wednesday morning and until mid- 
Night Wednesday nicht did he manere to finish the contracts 
by¥eLO a.m. Thursday mornins., All of the hands had to be | 
elaseed-ant—trsted in the contracts, and at least two copies 
of each of the two contracts had to “be made, 

69 

Fa i Bt nol E65... The actual Ssiened contracts are 

Nw Served SA _fush Papers, but an "Arreement with 
Freedinon" for Aneuatin Plantation, April, 1865, embelies what 
Were probably the final terms. We Lorm oh this BASU TOY is 
Cyr ous. Krink i $s took a printed contract issued for us 
Goner the Treasury remilattons ond by laborious -Sotciae eat eli 
POUVGrLOU tt sintio a contract.under Tuplbut ' Ss rerulations 
Pe pringinal neowistons af the amended contract were almost 
ivertical with Mehts offer to the Necroes (above, pp. 313- 


oe ee ONS Wario lon was favorable to the laborers. Sunday 
Worle Gurime poll ynye season, as well as nirht work, was to be 
podd for atthe "pates of monthly wares established bynes 2 
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On the day of the Sienineg Sharp had sent from Augustin 


Pires oscmdin lect ble messares on the state of the plonta.- 


I will have Every thing Ready [for the signing] on 
this Tlantution also my place is ready and I am rlad 
to ret this sttended two, so that we can keep the atelk 
eee: Hbock, or the cone, for they ere wasting it 
Shamefully, you mist either get after them [the No;;roes] 
yeur self or Ict the Ladies try there hands as the 
come (1. @., cane] is and will bee very scarce on the 
ground eny hew end to have it Eat up st this season we 
will not tee able to make seede, the hogs are Rooting 
up the coma (1. e., cane] and the horses cows and colts 
are constantly Katine the come (1. @., cane}, wich by 
the by looks tolerable well in DUG Ces. 11701 


Sharp's messare left it an open question to an erento 
whether the Stock euting the cane belonged to the plantation 
or to the Norroes. In either case two interesting inferences 
mieht be drawn. Purh and Sharp had not felt strong enousth 

to check the abuse until the contracts were signed. And the 
Push "Tadies"Franklin's wife and his sister-in-lew, Mrs. 
George Purch-were still, as they had been in 1865, more arrres 


sive than Frenklin in unpleasant matters of self-interest, 


ee 


(PCnoral Orderpno. £3] , six hoursswo pledn the night to be 
conedCered a day's work." The contract period was February 1, 
LOGS-Tanve ry hy bees General Orders No. 23 was, in leral 

, derma. “hereby Incorporeted tn and made parteofethi star reet 
men as To llgwens 1f here recited," = This Incorporation brovrh’ 
into the contract two important pointe: (1) penalties for 
nieknecs,| refusal to work, and desertine the plantation, and 
C2)uprohaadtone oft the kecping of live stock by the laborers, 
The probibitsen expleins Pugh's remark that the Whitmell 
Wolwees ili not like’ to lose their hors", The laborersts 
ahere of the crop and wares for 1865 Purch promised to pay on 
or befors January OL, 160%, 


TO 


&. 2B. Shurp, Aurustin Plantation, to A. F, Push, April 8, 
V336) f° 
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Now that Aucustin ond Whitmell were somowhat, settled, 
Franklin was free to turn his attention to New Hope. He har 
not set foot on that plantation in more than five months, 
Since official pay day (February 1) weeks had passed while 
the Nerroes went without their pay for 1864, without a con- 
tract for 1865, and without even a Sight of the owner. The 
Pare (CO pay the Negroes kept New Hope from being reriste: 
and P. H, Foley manared only with difficulty to supply an 
wrreriatered piantation. = The Negroes were naturally dis- 
contented, That they did no more than rprumble was a tribute 
to the exceptional ability of the veteran overseer. B.A, 
Johnson. On the day after Hurlbut's labor order appeared, 
Johnson consulted William Reed Mills, Pugh's lawyer in New 
Orleans, Mills advised Johnson to 

hend on the last orders of the power, now ruling oven 

the planters of Louisiana: to make any arrangement 


with the slaves [sic] on the "New Hope" plantation 
which in his judgement may be best, and assuring them 


that you [Pugh] will ratify the same— ['72] 





ee 


eT H> Foley, Now-Orleans, .to A; F, Pugh, March 11 (per 


@ i 
steamer Independence), March 21 (por Ung) Aprid a ees 
(per Eatourche). On March 11 Foley doubted “whether the 
BUGoOri ties will allow’me "to Ship the rooda fordered by Purth] 


Ge your plantations are not reristered". Aupustin and. Whit- 


mell were rorinterad Py" March Cie ae Oll Ard Foley was 
Pee Clie Wor the non-existent Naw HOD ORDA aro le eit 
PA Pewee supniies for that place soon, you had better 


have the roll sent down ... otherwise a charre of 3% will be 


4 


collected on cost. of goods, at the Custom House," 


ry 


“Wills to A, F. Purh, March 13,165. Millsta tone 
Amplified that he felt somewhat Presumptuous in advising John- 
fen, He requested Nuch "to inform Mr. Johnson whether you 
appreve what Ii have dona" ‘ 






olicy beseaq Sad ailoow 7 Pt aise 


witlw .b@BL ta? yaq thé 


triste o nove Suodity brie -) 


~4165- 


"LJis's succestion, even if it met Push's approved. wae anly 


a stop-rap. On March 21 Joe Long, a Nesro mon from New 


73 
Hore, came up to see Pugh at Bellevue. "He saye the ner-roes 


are getting very uneasy, as I have not been down thera for 
some time. I rave an explanation which, I suppose wus sat- 
isfactory at such a time to Mr. Johnson & he [Joe Long] 

"! 74 e 
started back", Nearly three more weeks hed passed with 
no action on Purhts part when B. A. Johnson wrote that Joe 


Lon; 


has fust informed me that he intends roinre up to see 
you urcin—- As it is the only opportunity I have for 
wWHit ine ho youl aval] my sont OfeLty? *On “the reception 
eet ettor T tol@tithe negroes what you instructed 
me to say to them and for a few days they seemed dis- 
posed to work. To day the Provost Marshall] from Thib- 
odaux called here and was remarking, about the planta- 
Py. not havine beon reristered, the laborers not have 
ime been settled with for last yenr-and no arranrement 
ror toe present~ He want to the Cebina talking with 
some of the nerroes and after his departure they beran 
to show symptom: of dis(sJatisfaction and as there har 
been very little work done yet (this year] I fear 
untess you do come there will be lesa. 


2s provost is on his way down the Bayou expecting 
to return in a few days—on leaving he expressed the 
hope of f3Jndine you here on his returnas I-had toid 
him I expected you daily— Hoping it may be convenient 
ror you Go come soon. [75] 
Prentclin set out for New Hope the day after the Aurustin 


cand Whitten) conipacts were passed and the day that Johnson's 


aad 


In Fay, 1°60, Joe Long, who had a stiff arm, was aged 
about 42 years mid valved at only $700. 


ary Mere 21. 1865. 


Si A ue Ete. RugiiApnla Ope 865. 
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ee a e prospect of the: 

ice the fall of Hichmond — Vhey 
h after Dark stating that Gen Lee had 

 Sturrendered, and thet Mobile hada been evacvated, ond 
fired one bun’dred suns in honor of it~ [76] 
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— Naxt mornine Franklin took the cars at Lafourche Crossing for 
Reeelend, 


and urrived at New Hope by dinner time—~ Found the 
nemroes very much dissatisfied, hed [not] been paid 
off or controcted with, they said. They did not know 
what they were working for, and every body else[']s 
folks hed a plenty of money, and they had none. I 
fear I shel) [fell] to convince them they should teke 
aweinterest¥in the crop[.] [77] 


Frenilin: staid in the house all day April 12-13 working 
out the New Hope pay 327168 The calculations involved in 
this process fllumined the sorry record of 1864. The norm] 
number of workines days from February 1 to December 31, 18°74, 
was £79. The sevonty-seven New Hope hands had actually wer! 
on an averugeronly 158 daysieach.- Even if 811 working tire 
were credited to the period before the end of rolling (Novem- 
ber 26), the hands had still missed on an averare of two days 


79 
ench week, Theo New Hope crop had brourght only $4,396.64. 
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bd i: 
Dia Apr. LO261T BGS: 
ak 
Pierre Ari LIAS 1865 
Motery, Anni] 1o-13, 1865, April 12: "The cene is cominr 
Myr erry welt bit’ there’is not’ michtof it-—only’75rarp[ents] 
Oreatuotie * Sit erfpéents]’ of plant cane I hope the stubble 
will make the niantsa [1. e., seed canoe for 1866]". 


TO 6 followin table has been compiled from a list showing 
the class and the workine time of ench New Hope hand in 18643 
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4 oe Sere Wkly thom Gofay nid int) 
> thand, 2 5/6 cents for a No. 2 hand, 2 1/3 cents for 
sae i a 


Shand, and 11/3 cents for a No. 4 hand. In brief, 
the ferrees had worled badly; their wares above subsistence 


were microscopic; and the plantation had lost heavily.°= 
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Glass Number of hands Days worked Days lost per week 


ef hand MALE FEMALE (average) -(averare) 
Hoe a 18 none 183 78 lane 
NO. cs 9 5 166 e 

dhs Pee ¥ 1G 152 ays 
No. 4 5 20 145 ele 

a) 


“Tuch mede a calculation deducting from the proceeds of the 
erep expenses cf 22,059.32, and leavine "net proceeds" of 
eee eotewnich the laborers's share would have been only 
elee.75. Bub by "net proceeds" the authorities meant simply 
xPors proceeds less marketing charres 1c, Ue Tet pro- 
ceeds" shown on a commiacion merchant's account of sale), and 
Purhts final firures were on this basis. The expenses he had 
thourht of dedustivg were: 


NOversroptawaces [B, A. Johnann ] $1.659.00 
Laiietol fle. 56.82 
BOSS eeiot Of cation seat Ole 
ev pect were & Tar [wear & tear] on Tools 

& Parmiiy, equlpment valued at [$]300 | 7.5500 
200 poces of meal for children under 12 & 

infirm ones 100.00" 


eneet ondorsed "New Hone Ac{coun]t—[April,] 1865". 
an 1? ty 9 . 5 C : . iS 2 

ey awe Calchnintions are on the same sheet as the liat 
Ore aida ret’ erod to in nots 79 above. 

Poa Wier wali toy are bhicr containinz a set of ware calevla- 
tlons (obviotrsly used py Franklin as a model) for Mrs. Thomas 
Puck's plentotion-doubtless Madewood--datad february ;: 1066: 
Matewood wenthered the war better than any other Purh plenta— 
Slow bul Pia Ped pecormdowan apparently almost as poor as 
that oof Hew Honea, Whe jaborers's "1/14 of Net Proceeds" was 
WoO, taestntngy that trhe Madoewoo! crop brourht only 
mY 007.30, Tha waren of the hands per working day were for 
Nols 1, 5 1/4 cants, No, 2, "4 [cents] SHORE NO ao Oo) 7.4 


Peed full" Wo. pe CG Si. 
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Gee ery cVatuateful to mo, but I could do not better very 


Poy alas Jn the neishborhood has arreod te pay the same and 
' a oe | 785 
mine would lIbsten to bothing else, Au hour next morning 


(Saturday) suffleed for the payment of 1954 wares and the 


Fa) 


ee 84 
Sivohine of the 1945 Cosuerict . The contract, ag drafted by 


Pei Seoul tal 


You will work hy covernnent wares [25] 
You will have 2 aeres of ground to a famtly and 
Cove diths sow whl work atx days ple]r week [inatead. 
Of five aml one-half} after Aus l- 9nd take reculap 
Turns Jn Pasdtne ana talking care of atnele You will 
taxa all tihe ~— watchen and woek on Sundays during 

be trl Jean 4 neeaasary to save the crop and be 
Pagel Con your Suniay 3 night work agreeably to the 
FOvVernnent, wisrras— 


Berly in Mey [will make a payment of #19 to a good 
Working man & &5 to a eOod working woman~ On the 
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sai rad under this contra ct. of 
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Forty” of the ogee SRN were women and eirls. The averarea 
wn 9 to be pald was #6 per month for eleven month3. Qar- 
terly wane payments would be about $500, the total wa;re bill 
for the year about $4,550 exclusive of any pay for over- 
oct The Perec ion operranklin's distaste for monthly 
wares was obvious and substantial enough. Di Ss strat Lened 
clrewnstances he would have to provide some $1,500 cash for 


quarterly ware payments before the crop was ins: and the ware 


Oh eS 


eee Oconee rormal coutract=not. fnvA, te.) Pugh 
Papers—doubtless embodied these terms. 

4 

whine yo fJrures are derived from three sheets of Franklin's 
Pe@etettsets 970 calculations. He made four different eati- 
Movoogo! Lye -smornt of “the quarterly paymonts. Two of ae 
oatimates came to about $400, one to $440, and one to $54 
Details of the classification of hands and wage scale Licteede 
an che following pees 


. dmeMGue Howl of15,.11 months, equals, .$7-145 
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10% 2 wien Gerad l 1.956 
9 5S} HG ell boa [sic] 
A. boys | ‘oy til BP, 
0 women Boe $06 605). [sic] 
foe 3 5 Da Od 
PitietriLadsy op 2 44 

“an 7 851" 


Peete ote a een Larroly stripped? of. Thelre® best male 
Damia, (of. con. Theor readmen ol = eu 7 are G=aee SANKS “CO 
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Ce el an 1 ar ry 0). ey 1! si) tn Datly ' rae Delt A = Marenedy , 
Manes) put dle abseneq of No. 1 and the. “preponde rance of No. 
A women probably tiailentod a deliberate down-rrading by Pugh 


We weer wares wi on mindimum. 
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In left New Hove Sunday morning for Thibodaux, 
7 = ia : 


Rea ie foond most dispiriting 2 Monday morning he took 
his New Hope puy roll and contract to the provost arose | of 
Lafourehe. The pay roll won approval, but the provost wus 
“hoo busy to examine" 1g Keer Pugh had no doult that 
the contract would be approved when examined, for it was 
“strictly in confomnity with" General Orders No, Byer The 
tedious and unpleasant business of pay rolis and contracts, 


which had engrossed Pugh'ts attention since mid-February, wis 


1s 

Sian Mel eeON loGosa The town is SL yi eNO pti 
ose coe except. the Hotels, that ars so small that one con 
NOL nore Wieneet elbow room in them-" April 17: "This Tas 
oo Very oot Sond if the soldiers should leave be cero)! 
be almost deserted, I do not think the Town would be enbip ta 


Sat, OGM LAGs . . 

Final word on pay rolls and contracts lay with the Superin- 
tendent of Nemro Labor (Conway). All of Franklin Purh'ts were 
apparently approved, but the process was slow. oe dity, Salve p han, 
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(by W. B. Conger) wrote Push per Steamboat Una April fitg LG, 


tnat the New Hope pay roll had not been received by the Suner- 
intendent. In consequence the plantation was still not reris- 
tered. Poley had manased to Ship supplies April 29 but could 
ship no more until the registry was made. tle had called, as 
U3 desired, at Conway's office about contracts. ‘The con- 


nad elther been rec or acted upon.'') Praniclin remained 
anzlon3s. A woelk later Folsy was able to report: "All the 
contracts for the Parish of Assumption that have been approved 
[whleh mi:cht Ineluae the Aurustin and Whibmell contracts] go 
up Cee ee, ina ho Capt. Greene Provost Marshell." 

Pe iH. Poley, by W. Bh. Conmer, to A. F. Push, per Steamboat 
Lotomrere  Moris6 , (LAGS, 
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Franidin did have some lelsure, but it wus overcast with 
Bloom. The fatlure of the corn ero; In 1844 riled atop other 
disasters hal made his day to day financial situation criti- 
call Po. oH. Folay ent, on, Ane hew Orleans Arril DB SPLacs- 


Me ee ge Yosh! ?! be ablest> furnish the Aucustin 
© Wolteal Plantattons with Narmno scloGhimes Grohe Pte n 
Pee FE wi lt ierpand datirely [sale] hew much Com & Ont- 
Ce erie reduire to ‘carry you through before I can guy 
whetner IT shell be able to make yOUpLIeemeccayany 
kidvaness > When you spoke to ine some time a¢o about 
making advances, I took Lt for granted that you would 
not require more than I advanced you last season, suy 
Prem 5 te 6 thousand dollars, had I the moans you may 
rest assured I would not hesitate a moment in advanc- 
ing 1%, but you know my situation as woll go4 ledo=. I 
find In looking over my books that there is $5545 to 
the credit of Aneustin Plantation & *6965 to the debit 
of Wiitmel Pluntatlon, and according; to iny calculation 
putting down Rump Pork at $23 & Fish $12 what you 
would require to carry you through would amount to 
WS1I50 so you see there is not much margin for Com & 
Oats— 


Hich water and Negro bohavior darlcned the outlook on the 
plantations, The disrepair of Mississippl River laveos 
threatened the west bank,.of Bayou,.Lafourche with a destruc- 


tive overfjJow of "backwater" from the flooded Atchafalnyn 


90 

Berl 1 1H65 . 
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Pesan By May 1 the backwater had entered the fields at 
the rear of Aucustin and Whitmell.”° And still higher water 
Was on the way .°4 Coupled with the threat of overflow were 
plantation incidents. showing all too clearly that control of 
free Nesro labor would continue uncertain and vexatious. The 
moat et hons incident arose from the Negroes's treatment of 
plantation miles. on Friday, April 2l, 1865, Franklin noted 
in his diary: 


Nearly all the men on Augustin left the plantation 
this morninse to RO to Napoleonville to learm of the 
Provost Marshal whether they could ki1l1[?7] {may be 
"hide" or "ride"] my mules with impunity[?]. Two of 
them, John Bell and Peter Martin I noticed they [the 
military authorities] had put to work[.] 


Two days lator A. B, Sharp, manager of Augustin, gave his ver- 
Sion of the aftermath of the incident. 


ee- I feel this morning that we have gained a point 
over the hands as they must have failed in there 

moove, for they all came back and doon a good Even- 
ing's work on Friday and I gave them a full task on 


SS eee 

gn 
Cons early as April 1 report said the water in the back 
bayous west of Lafourche was "rising very fast", Diary, April 
1, 1865. By April 20 the Bayou itself was continuing a steady 
rise—threatenine crevasses in front—and accounts of the backe 
wator ware "vary alarming. I fear we shall have more water 
Phan we have had since Leo, Dlery Apri aU I865: cl, also 
Apri eng tap Shynds/ 


Ct. r 
Sy ee el i865) S"Went to lodiuat the back water 


found it encroaching on the Negroes crops on rN or Wes 4 Field) 9 Sey 
This remark reveala that the laborers's land allotments were 


t 


on the black land next the swamp. The black land, relativ ly 
dif t{lenlt to work, was from the planterts standpoint the 
least desirable portion of the plantation. 


4 
~ A Federal acontine party that visited Ww. WwW. Pugh's Texana 
on May 10, 1865, reported finding the Plantation, ‘with the 
exception of a few 8cres, ... inundated with water, the bridges 
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Beye nee whey iY finished it in rood Order, but 
bemapload that J oucht not to bee soo hard on them va 
Go exsct a full dey, I told them thoy browrht it on 
themeolves and that they nust stand un to tat tte Lhe 
same time LT euve all those that [had] etayed at home 
and. worked [Friday] all day [off] Saturday so I 
feel that the Provost Martial has done his duty, Now 
it Reueins for us to lay all differances aside and 
Poetreeio thom 1s [if] nothinr has heppened, I have 
loorned thut the mule that Died 1s the sare that was 
fie Tant thufrlsday week and perlans John did not 
“inst hor death by beating as I was assisting Tom to 
doctor hor on that day [presumably last Thursday week], 
but they are whiplag the mules unnecessary and this 
[inetlont] may have a good effect, it seems those 
(hends] that stayed at home feels that they are 
Included In your displasure by you not sending down 
the molacses, J would bee elad you would not allow 
thes bo think ao9 as they neede Incourssremant for 
Line cors? they hove taken aa they had a stronr cur- 
Bev too lacl ei 1 Os] 


The next Puesioy Franklin handed to Lt. Col. Willard Sayles, 
conmeandant of the post at Napoleonville, "the names of Allen 
Wimby, Jacob Marshall, Robert Blake, and Edmond Kirby ... as 


bad subjects. He promised to take them off the place and 


96 
put them to work on the Levee". S. Barras, overseer of 


Waite WL oereaported a lesser difficulty. 


Harrison & fh]is wife will have to Be dischar;yre 
froin the Plantation i can not get her to worke this 
is the third weel she have not work and Har({rjJison 
heve Poen vary impertinent with me to day the onloy 
‘amedy Js to discharge them wo have A nuf without 
them on the place[.] [97] 


a 


oa 
Sharp, Auruatin Plentation, to A. F. Pugh, at home, ner 
Denriee Ap rims’ Dot) LOG. 
9 
Pe mn LOO D, 
OT 
Meo arreag. Wi tmalt Plantation, to A. FF, Pugh, May 17, 
1865. 
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The end of the war, now obvious, promised no imnedinte 
changes, either far good or for 4111, in plentation prospects, 
On the eve of the Confederate soldiers's return, ’? Franklin 
Push felt scarcely a hope for his future, Most Bayou plant- 
ers would doubtless have echoed his remark: "My affairs cre 
i 8 very bad condition, and I fear even if I am sble to 


nige 
stureer throush this year I shall have to give/up next 





Qs 
DF raniclan Pugh seems to have been pretty well eenvinesd of 
the end by Anril 17, when he speculated what Thibodaux would 
De jike if the Federal soldiers left it. The first peroled 
Confederste coldiers returned from eest of the Mississipri on 
Seley lo. 1865. . Soldiers and refurces continued to 
trickle in for many months. If one must have a forme] date 
for the and of the. war in the Lafourche C2 SUP Lot = Tne wnest 
cholee is May 27, 1865. On that day the last recorded skir- 
rminb tool place, snd on that day the Federnl post commanders 
wore Anforwed: "The Confederate forces under Coneral Kirby 
Suith baving capitulated, all hostilities west of the Missis~ 
Sipri River. will cerse.” Officisel Records, ser..I, vol. 


eee 292, 8nd pt. 11, 625. 
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Henry J. Boatner, Franklin's brother-in-law, reached the 
Bayou May 15, 1665; Franklin's brother George arrived Mave. 
Dinry. Hay 16-17, 1665. Boatner and George Fugh, as well as 
Robert Purch of Madewood, had been privates in the Fifth Com- 
pany Washington Artillery, disbanded at Nerialams Misa... on 
or ebout Mey 7. Owen, Washington Artillery, 421, 461, 463. 


> 
ae May 14, 1865. April 22; "This weather is very 
Mnfeverable for the crops & I fear will do consideroble dum- 
aye to them. The Bayou is still risine & also the backwater 
fT shell make nothing this year arein and if I do I shall not 
be able to live another year", May 18: "I wan on the Boat- 
nan crop yesterday, I do not think they cen make more than 
expenses, and will not do that with an unfeavoreble season". 
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THE PUGH PLANTATIONS, 1860-1865 


Epilogue 
After the War 


The war crippled the Pughs and their circle as planters, 
but destroyed only one of them. Nearly all of the planta- 
tions were held through Reconstruction, and a majority 
remained in the families after the war had become a distant 
memory. Of the three major blocks of Pugh plantetions, one 
was lost in 1880; a second was relinquished in 1887-1890; 
the third did not go until 1910. And Albemarle belonged 
still to the Martins in the 1940's. A mere epilogue, tele- 
scoping events in anticlimactic tone, might make the planta- 
tion story after 1665 seem a tale of prolonged, war-induced 
decline from the glories. of 1860. Decline was indeed obvious. 
Planters did not rerain their old-time confidence, indepen- 
dence, and wealth, nor their old-time prestige with outsid- 
nee But against the theme of decline stood the fact that 
Jn acre-years of cultivation and in pounds of sugar produced— 
the timeless indices of planting—the Pughs and their circle 
did Deloapswmnere: sialeng! S65 jthanethey had before 1860. 


oe 





aes th the war travelers had thought plenters worth a few 
hundred thousands men of fabulous wealth and princely posi- 
tion. Wow, even if planters coulc regain such wealth—none 
of the Furh cirele did—what person, having viewed elsewhere 
{he prapertiLes scavired in businegs and industry, would think 
a planterts wealth or position great? 
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The one member of the Pugh circle immediately eliminated 
by the war was the Rev. William Littlejohn. Littlejohn'ts 
Melrose Plantation, abandoned in October, 1862, had suffered 
severely from pillage and neglect. The plantation had beon 
Insolvent even before the war. During the war Littlejohn'ts 
commission merchants, his chief creditors, had claimed pos- 
session. At warts end Littlejohn was in east Texas. He 
thought much of returning to Melrose, and his conmission 
merchants professed themselves anxious to have him do so. 
They thousht they could stave off a forced sale if only he 
would accede to their "very liberal" terms by signine notes 
for #150,000! Presumably Littlejohn had sense enough to 
refuse. At sheriff's Sale on July 3, 1866, Melrose went to 
the Citizens’! Bank of Louisiana on a bid of $31,000, "Which 
amount the above named purchaser retained being the first 
Morteare Creditor," 

The six plantations under A. Franklin Purh's eye? faced 
Jn 1665 ea most uncertain future. Their main asset was that 


they were still operating, however feebly. Ownership and 


a oon ee ee ee 


, Jie eangred Aaruat in . Whitmell, and New Hope. The other 
Pnree; 1m which he had an indirect intereat , were Hiehland, 


bolensing to hls nieces, under lease 1865-1572; Boatner or 
Hosedale, belonaing to his wife and the other Boatners, under 
Leaceeiy Luoo wpd perhaps Srom.1865.t0_ 1660: and Waverly, in 


Lifeurche Parish, belonring half to his mother's estate and 


Jolt to Dp, Jd, H. Purh. Waverly included a small plantation 
Mee o Neri oe oidered It 1069. “The condition of Waverly 

bwhth Boriaet Vin 1365-1868 vis obscure, thourh certainly bad. 
The plantation mony have been under lease, but it was probably 


nearly or completely idle. 
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possession were undisputed, and the value of the properties, 
despite loss and tremendous depreciation, remained large. 

The chief liabilities, aside from the perilous times, were a 
very heavy debt load and the intricate web of intra-family 
ownership and obligations. None of the men who shared in 
the ownership, excepting Franklin Pugh, was likely to be gooc 
for much in a business way, and some of the women were meddle 
some. Franklin himself, dilatory and easily dispirited, was 
not cut out for the masterful handling of creditors, a bick- 
ering family, and vexatious managerial problems. Good crops 
and good prices might preserve the Planting structure Augus- 
tin Push had built; under continued adversity it was sure to 
crumble. 

The year 1865 afforded survival only. Augustin, the key 
plentation, grossed but $20,000, barely covering operating 
expenses. Fortunately, the next four years were vastly bet- 
ter-so good that they promised permanent salvation for the 
plantations in Assumption Parish. With relatively good 
crops and sustained high prices, Augustin grossed $48,500 in 
1866, $55,000 in 1867, $74,000 in 1868, and $59,000 in 1869. 
The Lefourche properties did not share in this revivel. ~The 
New Hope crop of 1869 was worth only $15,000, and Waverly 
reported no crop at all. The situation supgested, if it did 
not compel, relinquishment of the Lafourche plantations. 


That step would pormit the liquidation of Cynthia Pugh's 
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estate, thereby ending one of the family's leral tangles. 
Frenklin would be freed from the responsibility of managing 
New Hope by remote control. All disposable resources end 
attention could be concentrated on the plantations in Assump- 
tion. New Hope and Waverly, with Bernard, were accordinrly 
offered at public sale of the estate of Cynthia Pugh on Dec- 
ombor 29, 1869. New Hope went, appropriately enough, to its 
long-time overseer, Baker A. Johnson. Waverly was acquired 
by J. M. Howell, husband of Franklin Pugh's wife's sister. 
Bernard was sold back to Trasimond Bernard from whom it had 
been bought in 1859. The sales showed how tragically values 
had fallen. New Hope, appraised in 1860 at $122,915 without 
sleves and $275,815 with slaves, now brourht 652,100." Wav - 
erly, with Bernard, appraised in 1860 at $138,587.60 without 
slaves and $251,687.60 with slaves, brought $57,900. Concur- 
rently with the sales in Lafourche, W. H. Pugh & Co. (lrank- 
Lin} John and George Pugh) bought Highland Plantation from 
their nieces, the heirs of James T. Pugh. Acquisition of 
hishlend gave W. H. Pugh & Co. three fine contiguous plantea- 
tions (Highland, Augustin, Whitmell) with which they mirht 
hone POV Carryson ; 


a ee eee 


“Jobnsen had a claim arainst the estate sufficient to cover 


fhe reguired one-third cash payment on day of sale. The 
cleim, amounting to $11,019.60, doubtless arose mostly from 
unpasd wares and interest thereon. 
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Actually the tide was turning against the Assumption 
mrontations., Susar from Augustin, worth $123 net per hors- 
ierModén 1691- Tel. sharply to $93 4n 1870 and cortinued 
Jownward to i82 in 1871 and $76 in 1s72.° The fal] was cush- 
Inned Jn 1870 by the best crop since the war, but in 1871 
nne 1272 erops declined. Augustin's gross inconie sapiced 
Prom $69,000 in 1869 to $53,000 in 1870, $41,000 in 1871, 
and $56,500 in 1872. Thus weakened, W. H. Pugh & Co. suf- 
fered a fatal blow in 1873 and 1874, Crops failed dismally. 
Aurustin grossed only $7,000 in 1873 and $9,000 in 1874. W.H 
Pugh & Co. went down under a flood of judgments, revived and 
new. 

At this juncture the intra-family legal obligations 
served to keep the plantations themselves from being lost. 
The senior claims against W. H. Pugh & Co. were held by Esther 
Ann W. Pugh, interdict (A. Franklin Pugh, curator),° and by 
Jeane Robinson, spinster foster-mother of the Boatners. A 
sheriff's sale in March, 1875, transferred Aurustin and Whit- 
meJd to Esther Ann W. Pugh, and Highland to Jane Robinson. 
The plantations were immediately leased to Creole neighbors 


rh, , Purch was unable to time his sales to take advantage 
CP OeIUGlUIILLOUe Ine peice: and the quality of Augustin sSurear 
in 1871-1874 must have been bad. .In three of these four 
yours William W. Purch's Woodlawn surar brourht $20 to $25 
more per hormshend thon did the Augustin suger. 

. 
“Po thear Ann, Franklin's sister, had been in the Mount Hone 
Acylum, Baltimore, since 1854, 
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“ho were rising while Aurustin Push's heirs waned. The 
leases provided the owning family with the plantation resi- 
dences, wood, hey, surmar and molasses for the households, 
and 10% to 154% of ie commercial sumar crop. This arranre- 
ment continued for six years. It provided 4 ovine. but 
coule not at ford permanent Salvation, for the Fomily dabts 
remained. Upon the death of Esther Ann these debts arain 
boro upen Augustin and Whitmell. In 1880 the two planta- 
tions went at sherirft, Sale, The heirs of Augustin Puyth 
had ceased to be plantation operators at the end of 1874; 
now ownersi:Jp itself was lost, and the family was Virtually 
throurch as a plantinre family. 

the only two plantations remaining were in the Bostner 
connection. Hirhland, adjudicated to Jane Robinson in shay sy 
was left upon her death in 1879 to Ellen M. (Boatner) Pugh 
and Frank W. Puech, Franklin Pugh's wife and son. The plan- 
tation was not Pusth operated; under lease almost continuously 
since 1865, it remained So in the 1880's, and was lost by 
foreclostire 1n°1867. Rosedale or Boatner Plantation contin- 
Use UuntLIMIETO to belong to H. J. Boatner & Co., composed of 
henry 7. Bontner and hia sisters, Laura Jane (Roatner) liow- 
ett tard 21] on Me (Bontner) Pupils Im Jo7O Laure dane Howell 
sold her one-third interest to Jane RobsSnson, and in 1875 
Kllen M. Purh acquired BP. J, Boatner's interest, Upon Jane 


KebIinsonts death in 1879 Ellen M. Pugh became full owner. 
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The plantation was opernted by its owners from 1970 ta 1884, 
“renklin Purch had little or nothing to do with its manore- 
ment, Two years after his death (1883) Mrs. Pugh lost Rose- 
dele by forecleasaure., The story of the Aurustin Purks and 
the Blethen na planters was at an end. 

The Thomas Push family's holdings in 1865 consisted of 
Mive plantetions, Madewood, the principal plantation, one of 
the best on Bayou Lafourche, belonged to Elize Catherine Fugh, 
Thomas's widow. The other four belonged to Thomas's sons; 
Cypress Grove or Walter Pugh Plantation, on the Attnkepas 
Canal near Lalee Verret, to Walter Pugh; Pothier, not far 
below Matewood, to Edward Pugh; Energy, in Lafourche Parish 
above Thibodaux, to David B. Pugh; Dixie, also in Lafourche, 
four miles up and across the Bayou from Imerry, to Richard L. 
Purh. The properties, except Miersy” and Dixie, were free 
from extra-family encumbrance. The family's financial posi- 
tion was strong, and its business acumen considerable. None- 
tholess, the war ended sugar planting by Pughs on the plenta- 
tlons of threo of the sons. Walter Pbush's Nerroes left him 
at the end of 1864, and water from the Atchafalaya overflowed 
‘yis plantation early in 1865. Walter fave up working Cypress 


Grove and eventually went to New Orleans, where he fared well 


Sarly In 1652 David burr panda kh. sa verdan. joint owners, of 
Pnorgey (whth LOG aleves) and St. Bernard (with 41 slaves), hnd 
ar aacd Lo a pertitdon whereby Purh took knergy and oblipated 
himself to pay Dirien $70,000 in instalments from Decorber, 
Mack ba Mereh, Inee, 
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finaly sold by Purch to tnd current les- 





tee dn L077,  Btyward Pugh had been amon, the PaTae os in 

NrQnert Texns Ineine the war, and he did not resumes opprats.on 
GT PSTiEL Ss PH wT ay the war, At the time of his death (1870) 
Pothjer was under lease, and it remained so until sold by his 
helrs in 1378, Energy, David Pughts plantation in Lafourche, 
was put out of sugar production by the war, and for somo 
years David reported no commercial crops at suite By 1876 
David was employing a tenant system to produce rice, ani he 
continued to work part of knergy in this fashion until his 
death in 1886. After his death the plantation was sold and 
his widow acquired a very modest plantation, or farm, called 
Live Oak, across the Bayou. Fifty years later Live Oak was 
to be the only agricultural property on Bayou Lefourshs 
bearing the Purh name, 

The other Thomas Pugh family properties fared mich bot- 
ter in the postwar decades. Ownership of Dixie, in Lafour- 
che, passed from Richard LD. Pugh to his youngest sister, 
‘Franens Natelle (Fannie) Pugh, at the time of her marriare 


3 
(1858) to Taylor Beattle, one of the Bayou's abler lawyers. 
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‘He went Jnte hankrmoptey a year or two after the war. 
pit, ite wife, Klien Haven, of New York, possassed somo inde- 


panientl menann, 
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On Beatiia, see Blogrnphical and HietorLeal Momolrse of 
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Lontistann, T, e7l-72. DbDixte had been under lease outside 
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IMS xJo prospered under Mrs. Beattie, and remalned Jn her hands 
or the hends of her husband for more than half a Pee iyts 
Jn the meantiiwe Mrs. Thomas Purh's home place, Madewood, in 
Assumption, was poenerally thriving. And Mrs. Purch's son 
Robert oe proving himself among the ablest of Purh surnar 
planters, Robert had been fortunate in having his money on 
Jorn rather than in land and slaves during the war, and he 
returned from the army with sizeable claims which were at 
least partly boat mt He bought in 1868 a half interest in 
Hermi tase Plantation, the other half of which belonpred to 
Fltoanhofton Push (Mrs. W. W. Pugh, Jr.). Next year he 
acquired Mazepna, or Little Texas, which adjoined Hermitage. 
In 1874 Hermitage was partitioned, and Robert Pugh added his 
half to Little Texas. By this accretion, plus various small 
land purchases begun in 1875, Robert pushed Little Texas well 


up among the larger plantations of the parish. Robert had 


et ne es re ee 





the family in 1866 and perhaps in 1867. In 1868 the planta- 
tion was worked by Hichard L. Pugh and his Cather-in-law, 

John Willitoms, owner of Leighton Plantation. They continuod 
LesGreratea tor gone vourd asplesseos.of Fannie. Purth Beattie. 
(Web ie wi oer SG oo Mrs seat aahoolk.controLio&£ DixLeg and 
Richard shifted his activities to his fathor-in-law's Loifh- 
ton (one? the property of Leonidas Polk), where he maintained 
An uneartatn hold almost down to the time of his death (1885). 
Teaiclanuetis Purh Beattie died about 1912. As late as 1923 
Nixie belonsed to the estate of Judge Beattie. 


wee 134% he sagired Judement arainst Foley, Avery & Co. 

for RO ,000, and he held a morteage of $18,480 on one undivi- 
ded Half of Masenpa or Little Texas Plantation. Both sums 
are exclusive at accrued interest, which was larags. 
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Jone naststed his mother in the operation of the hom’ placa, 
Mutowocd, and in 1383 she transferred to hima half interosst 
In Madewood, Upon her death in 1885-she left a tidy estate 
of £100 O00 Rabant bought out the other heirs and became 
sole owner, *+ Robert himself died two years later. His 
begprs sold Little Texas in 1888. Madewood went by Robert's 
will to his nevnhew, Llowellyn Pugh, son of Walter. Llewellyn 
operated the plantation until 1896, when the sugar house 
burned, Sick of Madewood, Llewellyn sold it for 4 mere 
£30,000 to Leon Godchaux, celebrated as the pack peddler who 
became a surar etre This brusque casting off of the mag- 
nificent Madewood home and the plantation that had made and 
sustained the family fortune for three-quarters of a century 
jarred contemporaries—as it must any admirer of Madewood— 
more than a bitter-end forced sale could have done, After 
1396 the only representative of the Thomas Pughs in Assump- 


tion Parish was Elizabeth Bryan Pugh Ratliff, mistress of 
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1] 
Macdawool, Jneluding all the stock, equipment, and growing 


Grong, was appraised at $88,000. At Thomas Push's death in 
WH the arpratasement had been: plantation with: equipment, 
A125, 900: atock and tools, #8,8903 sugar, molasses and stand- 


ii Coe | a... 100s Slaves . &106,305. 
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Pe eedpa Lae bo eOver. Ge paket, & “LEUer OTE r of Madowood, 
one of the Godehauys told him that what thoy meade from the 
Malawood eran af 1296 more than paid for tho plantation, In 
a tha ueo, Coleneuteco., Lids, solid the timber on the 
bach of the rimnlation for S57, 260 ¢ PIN 10190 4thevcompany 
eold the plentatton for $87,500, This series of transactions 
rLves some Jevilentton of the reasons for Godchaux success. 

Bavon poral forty years after the event had it that 
Llewellynta contiy distaste for the Bayou arose from the 
enmity toward bin~ of some of his kinsfolk. 
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Locust Grove, opposite Napoleonville. Loenst Grove was not 
dn oririn a Pugh plantation, but Lizzie Ratliff was a thor- 
ough Pugh, end the plantation a hers for a quarter century 
beginning about 1890. Her death extincuished Thomas Puyth. 
family ownership and even Thomas Pugh blood in Assumption 
Parish. 

When the war ended, W. W. Pugh was in his fifty-fifth 
year, an ase which seemed overly high for entering with good 
prospect of survival upon a time of readjustment and strin- 
moncy. Actually Pugh was no older in terms of life span and 
outlook than other men were at forty. Without being phleg- 
matic or even placid, he had a singular equanimity clearly 
shown in his letters and perceived by his kin. The public 
and the private tragedies of the war were written on the faces 
of those around him, but his was unmarked. W. W. Pugh's pos- 
ition in 165 was falrly good for the times. He was not con- 
fronted by the sreat debt load and the legal and family 
tangles that afflicted his cousin Franklin. Though the crop 
of 1064 had been miscrable, he had made on the crop of 1863 
a "killing" sufficient to tide him through the war. He did 
owe money, and his plantations were at very low ebb. Mount 
bawrencs was 1O1l6 or nearly so. Texana, flooded by water 
from Ue Avchoutalesy;9a early in J865.. was entirely outs of 


production and wonld be of little use for years to come. 


IO rmount Lawrences belonged one-half to W. W. Pugh and one-half 
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mnminga the LTersest of Puch! partnership +e eee and 
Woodlawn, his home place and mainstay, were down to twenty 
or thirty per cent of thelr antebellum production lavel. 
Pudtiding back enne aerearge during herd times with imperfect 
labor was mn process uncertain of success and at best very 
Slow, | 
Whe curve of W. W. Pugh's recovery paralleled that of 

W. H. Pugh & Go., but it did not rise so high in 1866-1869 
nor fall to fatlure in the 1870's. The Woodlawn crop of 

1966 broursht only $17,000. By July 1, 1867, Purph'!s account 
with his commission merchant showed an adverse balance of 

47 500. In the first half of 1868 he borrowed #10,900 from 
the Nadewood Tucha (Mrs. Eliza C. Pugh and her daughter Fran- 
ces), and despite this still owed his commission merchant 

#3 500 by June 30. Crop returns of $30,500 in 1868 and 

£94 000 in 1869 effected a temporary fmprovement in Pugh's 
finances. Then came the hard seventies. The worst years 

we reAlavieeci7000), 1872 ($12,500), and 1875 ($11,000). 
Tere followed a breather of three years (annual sales about 
Son 000), and then two more bad years, 1877 ($16,500) and 
Becton 7 C00). Returns in 1879 were satisfactory, and next 


ap - 


Peer thesueck-o-Lie-vall period definitely ended. Both the 
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Ce yew caymour.” »Texana belonged one-half to W. W. Pugh, 
LOokimeeror tow. We Pugh, Jr), and one-quarter to Mary Pugh 


pe LPs 
M4 meleyn belesscad one-half to W. W. Pugh and one-helf to 
Glatrville Himel. 
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Grep (258 hormsheada of. sugar and 752 barrols of molasses) 
and the returns ($57,500) of 1880 were the best sinee tho 
war. In truth, 1830 marked pretty clearly the end of plan- 
tation reconsatrction and the beginning of a era in which 
technolosscal changes, national tariff policy and internat- 
Joneul events were realities while the wer and antebellum 
life were subjects for old men's tena 

Tho near ruin of the early seventies led W. W. Pugh to 
try share-cropping. In 1874 he allotted to two Negroes, 
each with "co-laborers", about one-third of the cultivated 
erea on Woodlawn. Pugh furnished everything except food, 
clothing, and other personal goods, and retained a right of 
close supervision over the croppers's work. Crops were divi- 
ded equally between Pugh and the croppers. These arrange- 
ments were renewed in 1877 and continued through 1879. In 
1880 the remaining cropper shifted from cane to rice. The 
shift ended shnre-cropping, in cane on haw ihae 

Another innovation of the hard seventies was the crop 
privilece or lien etven to secure advances for making, the 


evep, The more severe antebellum mortrrrees had ineluded 


a Ww. Paresh bocen ta punlish his “ian Lee: . 


IO pip ts eyperienes was fairly typical. Others started 
ahare-crapptine earlier than he, relied upon it more heavily, 
and contdnned tt Tenrer., But the dominant tendency was return 
to mn satpeteht weree-and-fang system as soon as conditions per- 
mitted. The raicine of rice on the rear of sugar plantrtions 
ly some form of tenaney, commonly involving white tenants, 
wad more persistent than share-cropping in cane. 
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ments hassthy merchants had commonly made edvances 
dasem securt ty to planters in good stending, and W. W. Porth 
continverd to receive such advances after the war. But in 
1675 he and the other Purhs (except the more opulent Vhomas 
Puphs) beran to pive crop liens, formally recorded in the 
parish mortgare books, to secure the payment of advances 
required to male and harvest the growing crop. The crop lien 
was henceforward very often a part of Purh's annual cycle 

of plantation finance. The liens imposed upon him were by 
no means tnstrurents of extortion, nor did they chain him in 
Gebt. Put their existence was constant evidence that surar 
plantinr, thouch still a possible road to wealth, was more 
characteristically a strugele to make ends meet. 

“The plantings interests of W. W. Pugh and his family out- 
side Woodlawn underwent various changes after the war. In 
1867 Purhts deurhter-in-lew, Eliza Lofton Pugh, suthoress : 
wife of W. W. Purh, Jr., acquired her mother's half interest 
$n Hormiterce Plantatlon, across the Bayou and a mile or two 
Gown from Woodlawn, Next year Robert Pugh of Madewood bought 
the other half-interest in Hermitage. The plantation was 
oererated by Tugh & Purr until 1874, when by partition Robert 


Tih eddted the lower one-half’ to his Little Texas, and the 


Le astetens' Cyelopeedia of American Biography, V (1888), 132. 
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Upper half continued as rather a small independent plantoa- 
tion under the old name. W. W. Pugh, Jr., and later his 
father, looked after the managemont of Hermitase. The plen- 
tation was chronically much in debt, but Mra. Pugh manaied 
to retain ownership until her death in 1889. Shortly there- 
efter her son sold Hermitage. 

XN. W. Puch transferred his half interest in Mount Law- 
rence to his son Robert Lawrence Pugh in 1867. J. K. Sey- 
mour's half had already passed to Robert H, Bayly, ea New 
Orleans merchant. Robert Lawrence leased from Bayly his helf 
interest and operated the plantation generally upon this 
nasic (as half owner and half lessee) for fifteen years. 

In 1868 he adie? to Mount Lawrence a rear tract, part of which 


1S 
coulGmbesclearedofor;cultivation: Finally in 1883 he bourht 
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carn 1870 Robert Lawrence's brother-in-low, David Donny 
Chusbena. of WLW. Purh's daughter, Mary Louisa), bought Bay- 
y's interest in Mount Lawrence. But the firm of Purh & Denny 
wns short-lived. itn 1874 Denny last. his holf interest back 
to Bayly, and Robert Lawrence resumed leasing from Bayly. 

19 

the oceeslon for the purchase was the partition and sale 

of the lower part of "League Square", the larrest oririnal 
dand erant in the parish and the subject of much litiration. 
the lover pert of "Learve Square" lay immediately above Tex- 
ana and in the rear of Iiimelaya and Mount lawrence. In the 
a ween ae. We Pus family bourht all but two of the 
tower Lots. The twenty-cicht lots contained: sbout 1,400 
ie, Une Porter part swamp, and cost 4,060. The pur- 
Chet are notable ag the.only considerable Pugh land acqui- 
eiiions,.cxcopl diose of. Robart, Purch, after the war... They 
ire maison notable as one of the Inst steps in rounding out 
the front plantations in Assumption Parish. Most plantetions 
froniing on the Bayou had. assumed definitive form by 1850. 
but devejJapment of the area from Little Texas down to Himelaya 
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Bastin ie in 1901, and continuins down to 

pas disrolution of the W. W. Purh family holeines, William 
Purh Flower, W. W. Puchts frandson, cultivated the plarta- 
tien as lessee, 

Texuane was of little account for twenty-five years or 
more after the war. In 1869 and 1870 the plantation mede no 
sunar; in 1672, 4 hogsheads; in 1873, 6 hogsheads. The 
effort to produce sufar was soon abandoned in favor of rice 
gmrowLne a a smell scale by tenants. Texana did not return 
to cane growing until near 1900, and then as a satellite to 
Himelaya. 

Himelaya, belonring one-half to Clairville Himel, was the 
only one of W. W. Puc bees aentia is nin plantations comparable 
in importance to Woodlawn. In the first ten years after the 
war the Himelaya crop usually equalled or exceeded the Wood-~ 
Jawn crop. The antebellum partnership of Himel & Pugh ran 

~on unaltered until 1871, when by partition the lower and 
/ more valueble half of the plantation, including the supar 
Howsgesud 6 liao sPuish) ebhetarpper half, to Himel. The partner- 


a ee 


hei been retarded by a physical barrier, the "Marais" (a 
swamp), nesr the Bayou, and the leral barpier of "Losrue 
Sausre" in the rear, 
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ian ti 1697 to 1900 Movnt Lawrence was under lease outside 
the farmlly. 
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ship and joint operation continued for sovernl yours. “A tor 
that the two halves, under the confustiy: ond Slightly inered. 
iblo names of Uimelaya (or Pugh Himelaya) and [imol Himelaya., 
became separate plantations in operation as well as in owner. 
Ship. 

in the years following 1880 the plantations regained ante 
bellum production levels. The chief novelties were the use 
of new tools, such as the stubble-digger and the "road 
machine", which saved much labor, and the application of 
outta. which largely increased per acre sais Mean- 
while sugar-making equipment on W. W. Purch's plantations had 
fallen much behind the times—not because Pugh lacked prorres- 
siveness but because new machinery was very costly. Finally 
dn J6095~at a time when his son Lawrence was coming into the 
management, and when planters enjoyed a bounty on surar 
under the McKinley Tarjff—Pugh ventured the financial risk 
of beginning modernization of the Woodlawn and Himelsya supar 
benses, Vhe initial outlay for machinery alone in the new 
Woodlawn factory was $25,000. Some years later Himelaya 
received a new six-roller mill costing $17,500. Such equip- 
Mealits teoutch nol on theylarcest scale, still far exceeded 
the needs of a single plantation. Up-to-date surar houses 
aie tlies i igethossdeserved to be called factories, and both 
their cost and their capacity required them to be central 


factories drawing their cane from several plantations. The 
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the Bayou, and the remiltant Syrup was pinved across to the 
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Neen Cuctory por conversion into surar, putmentine the 
suear produced at Woodlawn from cane fround at Woodlawn. 
sone increase of cane production on the Pugh plantations, 
plus the purchase of cane, largely increased the senhe of 
Purh operations. In 1905 the Woodlawn factory produced the 
equivalent of 4,400 hogsheads of sugar. This expansion was 
perhaps finenctelly unwise. At any rate, it earaiioea larger 
borrowings than of old, and it ended badly. 

Lipa (tA Purth administered his properties himself until 
about 1693. Then, well over eighty, he admitted the approach 
of old age by turnine over the moro active management to his 
youngest son, Lawrence H. Pugh. Even after that the father 
perhaps exerted a deciding influence in important decisions. 
Ais the istenini of a lease’ in the late "nineties, "Col. Pugh" 
preudly observed that he was the only person present who did 
not don geinases for the ceremony. During his ninety-third 
eet he wJ11 wrote creditable reminiscences, took "a very 
lively interest in public affairs", and rode "on horseback 
out ti dis tiold slmost é6very day.in hisilife!.+.ini1904 
the plantetions he hed se long nursed passed out of his name 


by the Incorporsri.ton of the family holdines under the title 
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eoodleawn -Plrent dre and MunuLacturing Compuny , Limited. ‘The 
orpnny ecorired Hinel Uimelaya, thus extendinc its holdings 
to Jnclude the two Himeleyas, Texana, Mount) Lawrence, and 
woodlsuwn, plus the numerous tracts of swamp land that W. W. 


Puech had accumileted, mostly at state and fedJcreal sales a 
lon) 


Hieall’ century Sete The Woodlawn Flantins, and Manufecture 
ing Company was not born in financial strength nor destined 
to leneevity, but it did hold together more than lon enough 
to nermit Col. Pugh to die, as he had lived, a sugar plenter. 
After the harvestin: of his seventieth Woodlawn crop, and the 
pacsace of his ninety-fifth birthday, he died at Woodlawn on 
January 30, 1906. His surviving sons, all professional men 
by tratnineg and Inclination, kept the Company poing until 
1910, when everything except a few scraps passed away under 


the sheriff's hammer. Another Pugh family was done with 


Lo 
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“The trend toward incorporation in the sugar industry had 
been pronouncec Cor a matter of fifteen years before the 
ineorporation of the Pugh ownership. 

“By 1000 atandine cypress timber had come to be a valuable 
commodity. W. W. Purh and his children made one sale of such 
tirber in 1901 for #15,CO0O, and another in 1902 for $12,500. 
Tr 1208 the Woodlawn Plantings & Manufacturing Co. obtained 
811.10 for the timber on the sections in rear of Woodlawn. 
A. F. Furh, after dealin in large sums most of his life, had 
left Hie hefters nothine beyond an obscure 640 acre Cracu.o0 
sygep purchased for %2&,000 in 1658. In 1901 a lumbering firm 
cee tre dieters aly 7O0 two-thirds cash, for the tract. 

“wor one Inher brief period (OMe O20 IT WAE WW. Purh*s)lour 
aond owned @ one-sixth interest in the former W. W. Purh prop- 
erties on tho want bank of Bayou Lafourche (the two Himelayes, 
Mount Lawrence, Texauna). But this passing financial interest 






44 , 


.W .W dort 


"oftiantl] awalboowW on? 


iJ 
~ 4 





a ' 
fh 22 jud .vtivoannt of) 


J : 1900 oF 


-147- 


mY Way gtowass 1. C. Martin was half-heartedly farming 
near Nacogdoches, Texns. His three sona, licutenants in 
Gonfederate service, were at stations not far distant. After 
the capitulation, son Thomas, freshly marricd, remained Jn. 
Tyler, Texas, Jemes returned at once to the Lafourche; KRob- 
ert Tollovwed in August: R. C. Martin himself arrived in Qcto- 
Ber. Martin easily recovered Albemarle Plantation. That 
nade him, as son James remarked, "something like the mon with 
the elephant." With no cane in the fields and the sugar house 
Jn ruins, Albemarle could not be quickly restored to sugar 
production. Cotton prowing on Lafourche, @ poor gamble even 
Mme tie wor, would be hopeless once the cotton country 
came beck into the market. Under these circumstances Albe- 
marie was allowed to drift for several years. James returned 
to ancestral «round in North Carolina and took permanent root 
there. Robert tried his hand at the law and at school teach- 
ing. General Martin made a trip to Brazil but decided against 
Joining the Southern émigrés there. Albemarle was finally 
brought back Uo sugar in =1e70 withatcrop of 118 hogsheads. 
Tie Cre; Was Frown by shnare-croppers. “Each of four or five 
tenants, essisted by “engagces", cultivated a dosignated plot 
of perhars fifty acres. Martin furnished seed cane and stood 


the expense cf erindine. The tennart received most of the 


carn, one-belf of the sugar, and one-quarter of the molasses. 


Cai ee arenty be rated a return to planting. 
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mid of gono ta. boniuded Ber 
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~A4B- 
‘ria system prevailed on Albemarle for fifteen or more 
) OA i) xi a 
yeep, cero oemerny Martin's son, R. C. Martin II, 


who hed been profitebly employed as an overscor, been inde- 


pendent cultivetion (doubtless rent free) of a part of 


Albemnarie, 


wt 


Goneral Mertin diced on July 4, 1881, leaving Albemarle 
to his three sons. Operation of the plantation naturally 
fell to Robert (Thomas lived in Texas, James in North Caro- 
Linn), and in 1889 he bought out his brothers to become full 
owner. The year before Robert's son, Robert Campbell Martin 
JTI7, hrad contractcd to oversee the Tee ones Forginis 
Gervices and for the use of his twelve mules he was to reccive 
one-tenth of all crops grown on the plantation. From 1889 to 
1Q1lG ownership of Albemarle was usually in the name of R. C. 


Martin Il with RK. C. Martin III primarily responsible for 


the actual manerement. Under Robert II and III the plantetion 


—_—_——e 





rd 
““Extent leases do not show who usually furnished the 
toe. in ene special) instance the tenant, after furnishing 
tears one eeed erpne and AL: provnortionesel shere of rolling 


Sepemeoe, whe ta rataii «11 of the corm and one-half of the 


Mou wei motacsert, In 1875 Martin leased to four Creoles 
ee ee Sith seven io bel icnlLtivated in rice ant in corn. 
Marphir «on to recelve one-quarter of the rice. 


On dannery L, 184, Robert had pone to work for his rood 
friends Colonel and Mrs. George G. Garner as overseer on 
their Goorctie Plantation (across the Bayou from Albemarle 
ane adjolnine Melrose) at a salary of $2,200 per year plus 

8 houso and reoarden and feed for one horse. 


nat: GC. Nartio IT had two other sons, William Littlejohn 
Morin, who beeama preajident of the Marshall (Texas) National 
Benlc, and Whdimell Porch Martin, sugar chemist, teacher, law- 
yer, judge and monber of Congress. 
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Ls 7 stad bron t ni 14 »7 * " of ee aie 
ho | Sout} 1ern Bone or of tuentleth cen- 
a0. £08 natant c yhen the notion BI 


HBT a, CAI HOSE been ane effective plantation man- 
camer. ts son Robert was a good one, and Robert III was bet- 
ter Still. over a period of years they worked out of the 
| tenant system and increased the crop as steadlly as mnie 

vacartes permitted. The antebellum crop on Albemarle hed 
never reached 500 hogsheads; from 1870 to 1831 yields were 
eonerally under 150 hogsheads. By 1890 2 PneTated Albemarle 
reached 500 hossheads, and four years later touched 800. In 
1897 the plantntilon passed into a rare and blessed state of 
frecdom from all mortra;re Penenten een Cie 
The death of R, CG, Martin II in 1916 did not affect the 

management of Albemarle, which had long been in the hands of 
R, GC. Martin III. Title to Albemarle passed from R. Q. Mare 
tin II to his three sons, and about a dozen years later to 
Ghat heirs, who still (1944) own the Santa brent © Albemarle 
prospered down until 1920, when the Louisiane suer industry 
enterod upon a perted second in hazard only to the fifteen 
years efter the Civil Wer. First came the crash of su:ar 
OP isc tog) m leno. Shortly afterwerd the canes were attacked by 

Opa the necessity for annual advances, with attendant 
rom iiene | “cont tnved Por enany “years, besinnior, in 1998, 
advanges were socured from the Marshall (Texas) Watilonal 


Bonk. W. We. Puch waa financed by the sume bank, 


ervey 


‘Parph of the ttwe (1916-1019, 1930 ff.) the plantation hes 
been hela De ra family corporation, R* Cs Mertin Sons, Inc. 
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“eee collapsed in 1923, The -lean years. and the panic 


induced are Mertios to a up operation of Albomarle. In 
(ec the plentation, RTA ri the residence snd srroun's, was 


lensed under clrcumatonces sugsesting that the lease would 
ps 


be of long Lap babatey oe But the Martins continued In solid 
ownorship, and In 1940—thirty years after the last Pugh hold- 
vies Mot eono-eclebrated’ an event the like of which is seldom 
seen in Amerticnn lifes the centennial of, tisirtiacenpancy of 


Ms 
Albemarle Plantation. 


on 4 
hh iaeocesteeownors of a factory and sevoral plantations 
below Albemaris, purchased all of the Alborarle stock, ogiinp~ 
WOMAN sorons . 

On Albomerla, os on a eood many other plantations, the resi- 
dence and groumis have been seperated in ovnership from the 
plantation, & plantation residence, even an elaborates iangion , 
Mee pom ween worcgrdicd » at. least until recent yours, as cet 
tally ee eee eave los ol a plantation. Hence Lt: hes on 
yoos sible to divoaree the residence from the plantation promer 
wit it only minor delriment to the market. value, of the plantction. 

oe 

Poorere meoncintod with Albemarle 13s not simply Mertin 
Gite hobest Campbell Martin. The man of that.neme.in each, rene 
Cre On, “ios not lan yosthe,.eldest, son, has always turned 
Peewee io planter of nis’ pencration. 

jay biel ourcho district 9 pood many [amily estatess both 
eee or mares wenernbis than Albemarle exziated, past, 1000, 
Diet Gs vory netriy all, beloneine to “American” families 
Pate eo) Ol bonsated durings the Jast. forty youns.. Whethernor 
not Alvomipte Ja the sanior family property among "Americans", 
1G wea cemtainiy mich, Juntor to, some Croolo, holdings. The 
TMG Ieee ei Ol Lo gnacaayve. Dugas & Le. Blanc properties 
Pelee Inetudse Anmeustin, Whitmell, and Highland) has been in 
the, family proup, for about a century and a half. 
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APPENDIX 
Key to Land Map No. 1 


All transactions are those of Augustin Purch or his son 
Boe en 2. Pugh individually, A. Fran] clin Push, POLY to's uit 
und Geadrre Ww Puch ag monbers GL OW.H. Purch *& ‘COr. WHitmell 
iG Heo both Ladividually and as a member of W. H. Pusch & 
Co.), and are considered as forming a sinele serios. In thea 
hey eg tee combinations capitals represont the segquonens of 
transactions (thus A is the first, AD the thirtioth). Small 
tetters Jmmediately following capitals inilcates separate 
tracts acquired jin one transaction. Sacond small letter 
merk @ special situation, explanation of which is given 
below under Jda, Jdb, Jde, etc. 


A Pee ee Pom ionrys Val toomervidile a Aprid.8.., 1820,.311.04 

reres, bellum Section 29, Towmshin 12 south, Rare 14 East 

B A. Purh from the United States, January 19, 1822, 310.16 
See eo 1 Test oS 250 Tid R14. ond 3.58, 
DAR aes Ae Ee, 


A. Push from Ausustin Domingue, April 3, 1827, 902.55 
Ree OOOO sou SIT LOWR SA 


>I 


#D A, Purch from Alexander Landry, January 12, 1830, approxi- 
matoly 220.51 bee being the lower 2/3 of 8. 31, vorLamits 
Ue ess ANAS, CL PLGeR 114 


#E AS Purch fron Apollinalre Landry, May 5, 1835, approxi- 
Neer ycuseeeeeres. being the lower or 8. W. 1/2 of "8.174, 
Tone Kh. 14 


F A, Puch from Avas IT, Simoneau, November 10, 1335, 46.89 
Poor erie bOteie BVI? T.12 R.14 


( i Paro frow ly valrohboure ,ONovembor 10;.1835,«38.75 


+e @ 


aero, velne+ tine? Rowortorsset /4/ofo8.144, T.12 R.14 


ie A. Pie tron Austin Domingue, March 8, 183 oe Boa BY 
i 


fit) Qe pars Ue pi ye Thy Spa" L/S of the lower 42 9 £ 5.145, T. 
Vee sete, LOEN Dhe edldytoys «Ts Puch,* Decem- 
Wop sa Lee b 105,58 acres, beltns the upper 3/4 of 


eee es eo AA) 12 RLS: sold to J. T.. Pugh! 


DNeaember 8&3. LRH5e 
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Key to Land Nap No. 1~Continnel -15p- 


I A. Purh froar Demtyrue Steve or Esteve, Novembor , LP et3, 
169.07. neras, bolnm the S.E, PP 45 Toe ter sold 
to Jd. Vy Purch. Desember eu, 2ooe 


Ju A. Push from U. S., December 17, 1838; a "240 acran., 
Jb - being the S.W. 1/4 and the Ww. 1/2 Hieno es Peele Dias. 
Je 50, T.12 R.15  b 316.69 acres, being the N, yet ied 


Jian 1.19 8.13 c 255.39 acres, belng the N.W. 1/4 of 8.2, 
PDR teh. foe 25, Sd), Naeor?ss 39 acres, deing,.the We. 1/e, 


Jone buoys ls2a0kftiieie, ~ i/2, prawene nh. L7o or the: B. "1/2 of 

$90 BLDG ra oth. V/A Gimo.a, * as R15, not actually purchased by 

Jde A. Purch, but “i eaieat by him "dd, de, df 155.39 acres, 

Jdf bolus the W. 1/2, the W. 1/2 of the E. 172, end the k. 1/2 
POy tee eee Of the SLE. 1/4 of 8.2,.1.15 R.15, actually 
purchased by A. Push, but not occupied by him. These 
nae) wore: cormocted by exchanges on July 28, 1955. W. H. 
Puech & Go. reeetved Prom Pierre Heller fen diate een Domin- 
pue, Tlis, and Antoine Rivero da, db, and dc, respect- 
vee couveyine to thom in: return | dd, de, and Obes. Woiasll. 
Park had prayiously purchased from the succession cop PB Des BT 
liévort,e Merely 29,0 1045, de and df (though whatever title 
Pere co. VOUT wie) aasty ally to dh ond Bo), DULL ONAN ai? . 
1245, had sold thom to Antoine Rivero. 


$6 1( A. Purch from the succession of Charles Dupuy, October oe 
1238, approximately 44.89 acres, being a tract in 3.30, 
Det eghe  Laeaanan Sea yoTe134A R14 


L A, Push From Joseph and Marcellin Barbier, March 25, 1839 
BL -loraeres, belnr the E, 1/2 of the N, E, 1/4 of 3s. eta. 
Tees lo 


M ion pach Bian om ia succession of André Dupré, January 7, 
1840, £37.60 acres, being the upper 1/2 of 8.27 and 143, 
Lee eee ee Dette tia loeR. tos SOLGItO. J tlee Pugh. Deg 
AMD Gin) Sel BS 2 

N A. Puch from the succession of Bernard Rivero, February 
beet el) 2.69 acres, being the lower 1/8. of the upper 
lA iets Might TeeVewrs 14 


O A, Puen Crom Widow Alexis Simoneau, February 26, 1844, 
ei ac itas Melis thetiipper 1/2 of the lower 1/2 of 8. 
IL el gee i, A 

4 Jota Panky fremePranielseo Steve or Esteve, May 27, 1844, 


4p, 4a aerest )pokuk ae B. 1¥eeot?the Ws T/e of tne N.E, 
tee ol eeeGt) L128 R.13; sold to A. Purh, September 3, 1845 


° 


Q A. Yuh from toseph Steve or Esteve, July 10, 1844, 
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Key to Land Map No. 1-Conttowued -453- 


AO,O4 nerves, below the W. 1/2 of the W. 1/2 of the W.u, 


Meelis, Tele Rolo 


A. Purh from Jean Domingue (or Juan Dominguez), Ausust 
15, 1244, 130.61 acres, being Lots 2 and 3s, Sit | ke 
R14, and the &. 1/2 of the S.E,. MiAeOin Oeil 


A. Puch from U. S., November 5, 1844, 160.27 acres, being 
the &.i, 2/4.0f 3245,.T.12 R.13; gold to J..1T.. Pugh, 


December 25, lvoe 


A. Purch from U. S., March 11, 1845, 46.92 acres, beiur 
seg vhge As Us ge ee Be 


A. Purh from Antoine or Antonio Pereira, April £4, 1°15, 
313,05 acres, boing the E. 1/2 of the W. 1/2 of the N.i. 
Weewores. oo, 1. le R15 


A. Purch from Widow Antoine or Antonio Rivero, May §, 18453 
a 38.75 acres, being the upper or N. Oe wo Lee oe tee 
R.14. b 127.40 acres, being the lower or 8. 4/5 of the 
Pee 5. o> ails le, Belo, oc ppl 71 acros,. pelor tlre 
upper 1/3 of the lower 1/4 of the S.W. Ly fe la ii WA gy hapa 
R.13; sold to J. T. Pugh, December 25, 1952 


A. Purh from Antoine or Antonio Rivero, fils, Mav 8, 1545, 
©3.A41 acres, being the lower2/3 of the lower W/f of tite 
Seis 1/4-0f 8.44, T.12 R.135; sold to Jd. Te uci ve cencen 
Qo, wmboe 


A. Purh from Maria Silveria Rivero, May 8, 1845, 28.10 
neres, being the upper 1/5 of the N.W. 1/47 0feS200,, Tate 
R15 


A. Purch from Francisco Albarado, May 8, 1845, 15.50 acres, 
beinr the BE. 2/5 of the W. 1/2 of the W. 17 2eole cheat. 
1/4 of §.55, Tele R15 


A. Puch from Dominso Falcon, June 6, 18453 Nad sal 
acres, being the upper /e2.o8, the? lower V2 ol the upper 
Wy eel ee Lid. tained ee! b. 22.95 acres, being tho W. 


Gog of ihe hk 044 0f ae NP gue agh eagh Ce 


A. Purh from Joan Baptiste Blanchard, fils, August 16, 
1845, 95.735 acres, being the lower iy (Gh ses tans Revel dl eb ie 
1 Pe ea a Leo Bato, Sold Bo Sy ‘D. Pugh, December 

y 152 


A. Purch from Joseph Savallos, curator of Widow Bernard 
Rivero, interdict, April 17, 1846, 9.69 acres, being the 
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Key to Land Map No. 1-Continued -154- 


upper 1/2 of the lower 1/4 of the upper 1/2 of S.144, 7. 
Lada OA i 3 


A, Pugh Crom U, S., Nay 5, 1847, 658.60 acros, bein S. 


Basle fle 


Meet ero, ha f LO4T op ABO, ocres,, being the 
Wet yee uel. lfe Ol’ s.oe, Tele R15 


Pee rom UU, o., Merch 14, 1846+ @ 3€0.590 acres, 
Pete tye Of.5,04, Talo Hedo,. »dD. 467,06 acres, 
Weijeetie o.. tyd.and the N.*1/2 of S.3, T.135 R.15 

Dee .oomecres, Deing S. 4, T.15 R15 


A. Push from Domingue Steve or Esteve, April 7, 1848, 
80.07 acres, being the E. 1/2 of the N.E. 1/4 of 5.54, 
mele ne Lo 


A. Pueh from the succession of Widow Sylvestre Ramirez, 
April 8, 1848, 79.16 acres, boing the N.W. 1/2 (trianpu- 
are ties s. Nol /4 of 8.2; 1.13 R13 


J. i. Puch from the succession of Jean Baptiste Blanchard, 
February 26, 1849, 158.93 acres, being the lower 1/2 of 
nS) e tas 3 e Le e I. re R e b 4 


A, Puch from A. M. Foley, 88.79 acres, being the W. 4/7 
Cae rcet ee. 174 of =5,2)*T 15 Rilo 


eerichetrom A. J. Powell, May 12s 1849: @ 155.68 acres, 
Weta etreo.&, 1/4 "of ?S.3, T1353 KR.1S DP OU. 0ssncres,, 
Deon tie. 6. J/4 of 5.11, 1.15 R.13 


A. Purh from the succossion of Euderige Hebert, May 16, 
1850, approximately 91.47 acres, being a tract in Sel. , 
Teo wk ol 


&,. Touch from John McCartney, March 26, 1851, approxli- 
mataly 14.00 acres, being a tract in 8.175, or in 8.175 
ia ail bgt aha OG gi IS a 5 apg 
A. Purch fron(Mrencois) Varaldi & (Florentin) Rodrigue, 
December 8, 1851, approximately 84.69 acres, being a 
fee end LT lho ol 

A. Parh Srom the helys of Wippolyte Landry, March ee, 
1953, 40.57 acres, bein the W. 1/4 of the N.E. 1/4 of 
eae recta Ltegte) 


Ree Prete rom icrancots) Varaldi & (Florentin) Rodrigue, 







:GMII bf dors, 2 
cL.R SL.P 88.8 Bo BN 
to S\S LW od bra BLT 


» 





We 
“ited .cows5 Oo. TE 


a 
' , 


A ey 
APb 


AQ 
ARR 
HAS 


AT 


Auln 
AUb 
AUc 


AV 


Avi 


«AX 


Key to Lend Map No. 1-Continne) “455- 


“0.76 seres, boline the S.W. 1/4 of the S.W. 1/4 of 5.11, 
T.13 R13 


Toute sere tance Hebert, April 26, 1853: fe ae 45,67 
acres, beine the WN.W. 1/4 and the N.W, 1/2 (trianculer) 
een) 1G Ore SAIS IT. RNS Ape CR OF BONES , 
boetne se (hate ihe an irregular T- shape) or the SE: 1/4 
of sia b> Auli a RS 


W. H. Purh & Co. from the succession of Pierre Landry, 
Perey 10G4) 40.57 acres, being the N. 1/4 of the &. 
Boa ae OPPS I Oe. LOR IS 


Wo. Pugh & Co. from Troasimond Daigle, July 6, 1854; 
Ge Fle 00 ac res.* bein ther NE 1/4 of S.°, Tepkos teak 
Deel 6c fcres, being the N.W.-1/4 of 8.10, 10 M6 faa aby: 


Pe eee sida viduelly) from Plerre Codotal or Chedtotal, 


Seo ton, GpproxinaLely O8.45 acres, being oe tract 


na gl Ey ld a EY R14 

Pe ee ee OO trom Antonio Trust lio, January co, 1655, 
Pe ee CLIT ne Os ie We ere er ye or Lic iis 

1/4 of > ° it ° A e Le R e 13 


(eee i CG, from Jean Baptiste Codotel or Chedotal, 


fore eons § 8 approximately G5.0S acres, Doin Ss. 
Pore eta and “the upper or NvE, 1/2 of cae ae Wel 
R.14 Meo Crates UC TNO TO. s, leto it. 14 & Ped 


— 


acres, being the W. 1/4 of the S.E. 1/4 Of tor ees fe Wels 


eee ee ei Co, rom Henry Landry, April 29, 1656, 160.15 
po cede ee stiGts bh. 1/4 "oto 6,54, 1.12 RLS 


eee ee oe, Crone. erye piencnard, “Apriis, 165s 
So seeeres « beline “tle EB '2/7 of the S, M5 1/4 of on 
Teron 1% 


We orn oO. from Rarnhael™Rodrirpue, Aprils, : 
Weer es. bel the W. 5/7 of the S.E. 1/4 of S.ol, 
PT ic 


a aie CO from Widow Aurmuste Coupel or Counelle, 
Naw ome y a 1359, 81 nroximately BO OO LCres, bein so 
ee Oe le 4, ond) 8.4, T.is R.14 (only te 
inivereat Sm the tract was acquired by this purchase; the 
remaining 1/8 interest, belonging to the heirs of Ana- 
clette Coupel, was acquired January 26, 1860.) 
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Key to Land Map No, 1—~Continued -156- 


eA% W. OW. Pueh & Co. from Widow Joseph Daiple, November 28, 
ee approximately GO.CO hed ia a n tract in Ba0: 
ele pie Pee, TS RL 14 


*PAn W. H, Purh & Co. from Emérant, Honoré, and Victorin Simon- 
SPAN eau, December 24, 1859; [2 approximetely 110.1] acres, 
“RA being a tract in ieee 1G tiesto nh. 14 b epproxi= 

motely 42.35 acres, being a tract Tieoy el sdo A. 14 

c Sree ia ony 22 .0o,acres, being a tract Tas ute woot Af et Om 

Debut. 14 


Bho W. He. Purh & Co. from Florentin Rodrirmue, February 13, 

Rb JEG6Os & 68.75 acres, being a tract in. 5.177 and Lot typ 
Bellies Re 14 b WE 90 acres, being S.43 and tho E. 
Oy6@i othe. 3.0, 41/4 of S.1, T.13 R.13 


i eee eee 


*trom the bosirnins of settlement lands in Brulé St. Vin- 
cent wore divided, sub-divided, and divided asain, often with 
an eye to teporrephy rather than to section lines, and almost 
dnveriebly with the sketchiest of descriptions A perfect 
reconstruction of the process, if possible, could be made only 
on the basis of a rood map of twenticth contury landholdings 
in the area. No such map has been found, Extravagant effort 
has been devoted to determining, as far as may be done from 
the parish records, the preciso areas and exact boundarics of 
tracts herein mapped, but the areas and bounderies assirned 
to trects marked with en asterisk are open to some question. 
With perhaps one or two exceptions, however, errors are thourht 
to be both slicht and compensating, so that they affect the 
eis preuure very Ji ttle. 

Frrete. (1) tract D should probably occupy only the lower 
(southonrtern) two-thirds of the area mepped as tract D. In 
that case tracts E and AUa should extend far enough into S.6, 
eo eho) 7Olm the reduced tract D, (2) tract AL should 
probebly occupy not the position mapped but the dotted area 
betveen the lower (scutheastern) ends of tracts BAa and E, 

In that cease tracts AM and BAa should include the area mapped 
as tract AL. 


bg 
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Key to Lend Map No. 2 


in the key letter combinations initiel B meones Deniel 
Fonutner (or heirs); initial E meens Edward Puech (son of 
Thoma Purh): initial M means Robert Campbell Martin: 
Initiol & means Thomas Push; and initial Wo means William W. 
Furh, The second capitels in the combinations represert the 
sequence of evch Individual's transactions. 3m] letters 
fo) Mevin= ceeond capitals indicate either Soporate tracts 
ecqutred In one transaction or Separate dicposition of dif- 
Terent parts.of one tract. - Second small ictters show secpa- 
pote GdLeposition of different rerts of one of two or more 
trneto acquired in a sinrle transaction. To illustrate: 
Wiltinm W. Purh purchased from the United States on December 
A, 1945, Sections 42 (WDa), 45 (Wiba, WDbb, WDbc) and 49 
(We), Township 13 South, Pange 15 East. Section 42 (WDa) 
Bnd the upper one-half of Section 45 (WDba) he retained for 
himself. The whole of Section 48 (WDc) was sold in one 
transaction on Jenuary 11, 1838, while the lower one-half 
of Section 45 was divided into halves (WDbb, WDbc), which 
were sold separstely on February 6, 1841. 


TA T,. Purh from Phlerre Aubert, November 4,°1825, 199:.74 
acres, being, Section 70, Township 13 Range 14, and Scce 
tlon 21, Township 13 Range 15 


TB oT. Pugh from Elie Foret, April 19, 1830, 53.82 acres, 
being the upper 1/2 of the upper 1/2 of the upper 11/21 
Cig. sine l 15K. 14 and Decco edo une LS 


TC T. Pugh from the succession of Widow Charles Foret, April 
$0, 1851, 107.66 acres, being the lower 1/2 of the upper 
teh ela ei) well) etids “OndwiSe22 “Pgs yrs 


TD T. Push from Joseph Foret, June 146 LOO sathseGeuacros,, 
being the lower 1/2 of the upper 1/2 of the upper 11/21 
eesti Lom. 4) and S.62. T.13 R215 


Th YT. Push from Joseph, Plerre, and Azoline Landresux, Sep- 
tember 15, 1836, 254.62 acres, being S.69 (consisting of 
Lots land 2), T.15 R.14, and S.20 (consisting of Lots 1 

Ween) te beth ll LG 

Tp TP, Pugh from the United States, March 2, 1835, 271.51 
Sores, Veit o.0/,.. 1.1, Reld 


VG 1T, Pugh from U. S., March 17, 1836, 389.239 acres, boing 
8.96, T.1lS R.15 
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Key to Land Map No. 2—Conttmned -4158-~ 


UT. Purh from U. S., June 10, 1836, £220.54 acres, boins 
the Uppers iy ror Lot 2) °S to8s T.13 RL 15 


T. Purh from the succession of Widow Antoine TPeRre , 
July 26, 1658, 78.89 acres, being the lower 2/3 of SGhey: 
a ad Se 14, and S fig, lsko R. 15 


T. Puph from U. S., December 19, 1938, 101.60 acres, 
Bola: tne tower 2/oror S56, T. 13 R.1S 


J. Purh from the succession of Widow Olivier Potiecr or 
Pothier, February 24, 1844: a 70.01 acres; "being the 
Peto a ferauetiowupper! 7/12 of 8.82, T.13 R.14,°and’S.23, 
T.15 R.15 b 35.00 acres, being the upper 2/5 of the 
lower 5/12 of the samo 


eee ete OM it, Go, Yovlay March 9 
Piwes evotim 0.40, 1.15) R.15 8b. 
Pewee Olethe upper 7/12 of S. 
5 ins EO da AS 


, 1844; By 20,92 
02.00 acres, being the 
ae 


8 “?.13 R.14, and 8.33, 


rem Uti Pant) J OFIt eres Naren 20, 1b44> 85.50 acres. 
Be ego Over mo/ 24 of8s. 81, T.15 R.14, and S.22"and 48, 
AA he HAAS 


Te Teron Widow Joseph Potier or Pothier, October 17, 
1845, 52.50 acres, being the lower 3/5 of the lower 6/12 
Cio. og elLOni. 4,0 SO S.G0, T.1o K.25 


Dem ceen one. a., Jttio 12) 1844, 265.92 acres, being 
Oe ee ee Oo, ono meeey Olao. 06. T,lo R.15 


b 


pe ruen fromu . S., October 29, 1845, 655.80 acres, being 


-$.57) 7.13 R.15 


[eo irenei Ter Candry, March 9), 1848, °cOO.19 acrés, 
hbeine the lewer 6/7 of tho upper 7/10 of Dil Ue blite-Lom ny ae 
ee ohoOmand 46) TOL R15; sold to Wilson Grisamore, 
UEpover® oor Lene 


eo ee one, Oly 2h 148, 166.65 acres, being 
Ce ea Oe Of OCR ee eoOe eT Sloe R. 15 


PA eawoercnt te ume at OwodL es sanuaryl 24 © 1850,5 ble S8 acres, 
POLO Elo RR. LS Getce.cOGacres, sola teswilson 
iphoumore, Oclcher 4, 1852 De 28490 ‘aerese 301d to 
Nb onne Landry, January 26, 1850 Ci 20.10 2CrVes sole 
With the preceeding: repurchased, May 6, 1854 @ 41,00 
BCrVos rete inea@hyets Pugh 
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AG oe i Sol 8 S/51 and 47, T.13 R.15, less four 
: frout, pe conbednt: ATT acres: TSe, £20.70 acres, was 
Be eddiidonal part of this purchase 
eee eee eee OS Se A Sa 
Dh. Rostrer from Sebastian P16, December Ailes BSc tla Sheesh) 
heres, being the lewer 4/13 of Cet ee pla rte lay, Mand (Gen. 


2. dae ey Laegee Leas Sto front lots conteining as OR’ feres 
D. Rontner from Widow Fierre Plé, December 5, 1828, 
sme acres, bein the upper 9/13 Oltoe tite koe ne tts 


seme Oe) 


COPLCE Wey oy Palisa Bt 


D, Sontuer fron the heirs of Samuel B. Sturres and Nancy 
iter 1834, 189.40 BciCs, OGanpo.1o,"). 15h, 14 
Pe we aR 15 . 

Hejvs of 0, Boatnor from U. S., June 14; 1836; a 187.4! 
eee ee LOUl 2. S640, Peis Reto “b” S0G%C5 acrecs 
eee. et, TLL R.15 

Bete OG) Bphinen from U. S., July 21, 1848 (BEb), and 
October 29, 1535 (BEa):; a 126.68 acres, being Lot i, 
3.40, T.15 R.15 b 142.52 acres, being Lot 1, S.41, 
Nesp PR eg Bs) 


Boatner from the Stete of Louisiana, March 
398.56 acres, being $8.64, T.13 R,15 


Caer Gael al), 
patel WET ASIO a 


b 157.60 acres, being 8.65, T.13 R15 


Neilrs of D. Bontner from the succession of Widow Jozeph 
Letonde, June 14, 1054, 988.91 acres, boing’ 8.72, T.13 
) Apes ant SO (Lots a and ey Toloete tO, Lorather 
with Peo orer u/s lof S.7loeTelo R14 and: Seer and's8 
VEG Mew lane ed) a. Lo oR. 15 


ie 


Chariet. Aprivsco, “O85 90 40-78 
BG ee ele le ie de. CORA LEE 
BOOM ect, le Louwh 1G 


are 
Lis ue Coq le tp 
Peloanl 4. 


Gouelas Pose. t rom, 4 
ROP aE being SRA cos 1 
Vieineripoer 4/5 of S.77, 
Loo. 


Pueh 257.82 acres, 


Eccl Bg cata fees AeMe 
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Seat 8 - Al i TER: an ee ess 
5) he, Se tion, fee Lo Aurustin 
OTs opt rehased Pobrualy 15, 1LU46 





‘eohe oth LitAy 

We. OW. Purch from u, 5., December 19, leasn; a 626,80 
Pk Oe S42 PT .1S R15, it, Chyoiihen W. We. Purch 
bn bh. be aay a6 acres, being 3.45, U.1% 1S bn 
Me ot BAG aie betne the upper 72 of the section, retnined 
OW A Porch bb $6.99 acres, beinre thea upper TP or 
the lover Lye of t the section, sold to Joseph poOVI tent x, 
Pevmiaery 6, 1241. be. 56. 99" acres, belne the lover 1/2 
of tho lawer 1/2 of the section, gold to Widow Baptiste 
Barilleaux, February 6, 1641 ¢ U4 o3G vac ree? hen 
O64, ga oe Hola ncold to Frangois ParSlleaux, January 
eH ise Jesg 


W. W. Puvh from Widow Aimable Hendry pL ApEi ys P «1042. 
ved G3 acres, beine 3.75, T.13 R. Le, ais e265 , OF 0s FRG15 


a, We Mach From Aucustin Larousse, Favre Tyo. Lah. 
Od.e4 Acras, belu- the lower 1 BOL Oe kl elo it And 
Be hal edogit. lot WCU. SS 045 acres, was an additional 
Pariwo! this purchase 


eee DL Pom A. ad BOV GTI ADP IID, 18450egs 35 
See peveltie 3,72.) T.1s Rk 58 


We. W. Purh from State of Pas eMarcn 6, 1954 -*160:28 
acres, being the N.W. 1/4 of Ss. ToT 13 R. 15 


W. We. Purh from State of La., April ee, 1857, 80.ll acres, 
being the W. 1/2 of the N.E, 1/4 oto s" 71, T.13 Hols 


V. W. Push from State of La., March 8, 1854, 160.22 
ote ely, Ths, SW. 1/4 of S271. ° Tr. 13 R.1S 


Ww, OW, Puch from Joseph Rarillleaux, November 22, 195 
88.19 seros, belnez ue upper 5/6 of tho upper é/13 of 
ae AR hee RIA. and Aieche, 1LA GTS aoe ms 


WOW. Purch from Maximilien Aucoin, March 4) 1861, 16755 
acros, beine the lower 1/6 of the. upper: 6/13) 0f Seti, 
Pewee, ond 5.20 "7.15 R.15 


Re. oC. Martin from (Julien) Boys & (Pierre) Lesare, Jan- 
uary 9, 1840, 551.06 acres, being 8.68 and 67 ti Lah lt: 
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a) ih @ re ee ee Ys a 
Vi GL) Martie rbom the succession of Cleonice Patler or 
Sr Mothier) Februtry 16, A Gehs Me Maia 7 gat gcros, being tho lowsr 
Peet of a VEE OTA] DOG Ty sary A lls MM Reto fat Sus Peas 
HibGgreol dota) Much March se Ya 





‘MD Re G} Martin from Widow Francisco Gag Lo Maral” 1A, 
147 pe lAG 276 Pee OLTT.c0 . 1, 1 4 R14, and 3.47 and 
2G pufol ¢ehulks 


MEe R. CG. Martin from Ure lee, February 18, 1949, le 4S Te pe 

Wb acres, boing the N aye ratethe ai. 1/4 of Saving 1 Betvy Cen.S 

NEc b 79.92 acres, boine the Ww. L/D Oi tps Sa, 1/44 of Se 70, 
Dol RASH. ora 60 De ee Ue Vm Ot ote the Nid. 
1/4 of Sr its (reacting 


MF Ro. Martin from State or ba.” February Bee ioe. 1A0 0 
eee weeine tie N.W. 1/4 of iy eed 2a eG 


MGR. G. Martin from Theodule Rodrisue, Nay 20, 1857, 79,002 
pares, \Doinentherw) 1/2 of the N iE. 7 eer eT ie 45 


MHOOR, C. Martin from Michael Hubble, Septamber L957 $9.95 
Bcresyebcina  thesnm/2¥orl the «3° LVerOo ties Wi 1/4 of 
S370 UDalGen,. 15 


My oh. Cs) Mavtim Crod Dr. Joseph Martin (no kin), 18.390 acres, 
— being approximately the upper 2/3 of Lot D toes LOO, WP 14 15 


MP oR. ¢. Martin and song from Henry B, Foley and others, Ma 


6, 1560, undivided 1/2 of 149.20 acres, being the S.4. 1/4 
Of Salle, (ads inva s 
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ns ini ita: + Be ith WAU Len 
1 (James Sway Carnes & (Wil- 
| oyeena Thomns Pye, or Une” Trt 
ee roms ) oo & {Arthur Morzen) Foley; and initial 
walt Pam. rech, Lhe partnershin of (WELT iam Mo} Porn 





rey ‘ 






PF (Clatevidte) timel, or the partnarshtp of (Whlltoem Wo) buch 
on AES, ha cr i V) pee} rey? ) oer ¥ rane hea secon) (on ae 4 y \: "ny 1 1} Pye eam j Bia t,t oe ans} 


Y 


Pere eee Me toto ncerofreach Individualta transsetlons. 


Ores 1 seers owing second capitals Jrnmiicatsc, either scna- 


brat) foo 
bien 


tracts acqittred in ono transaction or separate disnvosal-~ 
of Witfersnt narts. of one tract. Second small letters 


show separate dispositton of different parts of one of two or 


more 


tracts acquired in a single transaction. For an illus- 


tratjon see the explanation to Land Map No. 2, above, p. 457. 


TB 


TC 


TD 


TE 


a 


TG 


LOT Prom the heirs of John Foley, and others, Septem- 
Pere eee ii .¢7 acres, being Lots 15, 14, and 15 

io ML to the Nathan Webster survey of League Square 
(Section 79, Tovmship 14 Range 14); undivided one-half 


tye ene to AMMO oley, J uhy plo 51646 


Peeiimeeeron tic United States, January e, 1246, kis wey 
Sore>c, beige the S.E. 1/4 of $.31, 7.14 R.14; undivided 
one-half transferred to A. M. Foley, July 10, 1846 


T, Tush from the succession of Mathurin Hébert, October 
3, 1846, 155.19 ncres, being $.19, 1.14 R.15; sold to 
Kite “leniry March 9, /1648 


Pee ui yomMeuT Ss. YeDecember i115 : 1046, 5814/7 7sacres, being 
thoms. Bi feuethe IN.W?T.1/4h,and theuW. 1/2 ofethes No. 1/4, 
ae bas PL R14: sold by Eliza C. Foley, widow of Thomas 
Pune tour. whe Dancereau, tianuary 12; 1857 

") Push from the succession of Baselise Aucoin, February 
aya Foe foeechess i boing jaytryact. in,,the lowerefront 
(Nie, ) corner of 'S.144,11.14-R.15; sold, to Elie Landry, 
Maret 95) 1843 

Puch é) Foley fromilenry Johnson, April Doge Ldn), 169 08 
Ae Sea prac neg approalmately 15/17 Of FS .08 .. 14 8.14 


uch & Pelay from Widow, Alexandre Arsenan, Aueust 25, 
18444214) geros jpbelng asrtract in,58.5, T.14)k.14 
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0" Seite bi ; 
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econ 1.8 ret tty, pm re mrt 
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Koy to Land Mup No. 5—Cont pred HAG%~ 


~The Purh undivided one-half of tho Puriio& Foley plantation 
(isaueppa or -Little Texas) waa sold by Robert Furh, son of 
Thomas Pugh, to Henry B. Foley, son of A. iM. Foley, De cunber 
J5, 1866; the whole was reacquilred by Robert Purh, June es 
L869, 


ee ee me me ww we we 6) ww we ~~ wn we ee 


WAa W. W. Purrh from the State of Loulstann, January 6, 1946; 
WAI 8 O20.4) “acres, boing the N, ie a eee ing Smeg es eld; 

7 one vudivided one-quarter "sold" to Mary Eliza Push 
lower (daurhLer), February 107 1807, ani another to. W. 
#,. tuch, Jr. (son), May 2, 1860 b 160.20 acres, being 
Piao. Wem OS. 42), 14 R14 


Pee ee re er rn Deh A. Williamson, January 9, 1847: 
CEOS de COC kCres poling “the N. 1/2 (or Lot 1} of 5.44, 
P.ld R.14; undivided quarters "sold" as in WAa above 
Ho 318.05 acres, being the WN. 1/2 of Bere ated tt 4s 
undivided quarters "sold" as in WAa above 


WCa W. W. rush from Patrick H. Polsy,.Jianiary 15. O47 

tev deo peros, being the N, 1/2 of the 8. 1/2 of 3 onl, 
1.14 R14 Meee Oe ocros, Deinz tho, 5.1/2 of the, S, 
172 of 3.39, T.14 R.14; sold to Etienne DoLron, March 
eo, 1848 


WD Pe ooee et ron UL S.) uly 5) 1847) 159.94 acres, 
Moline thoun. W. 2/4>0f S149") T.14 R14 


waa W. W, Pugh from U. S., December 31, 1847; aa 60.00 
wary Nerves, Deine the E. 1/2 of the NE, 1/4 of S.i2,.1T.14 
Wine He1S; conveyed by exchanme to Lubin Aucoin, March 7, 1850 
Ne oeres, boing ™ the E.1/2 of the W. We ob) the 
wine No2. 1/4 of S.12, 7.14 R.13; sold to Honoré Hébert, Dec- 


wel emnbor SOP Tare a¢ approximately 40,00 acres, beinr the 
ee etic Veo l/e. of the Noi. COs oles LA LS 
VSD SOld™ toe aitrotinn Dubols, April 8, 1856 adyuo.90 Acros, 
pee eae te eat of thouwW. .1/2),0f tho 5.i. 1/4 of 8.12, 

} ‘3 


oe 
Pit etoe Gore Lolotmon Blanchard, April 4, 1856 
Poe Py ror ieloly 17 4G acres. being. the N.W. l/dae(by 


passupvey) | Die es. Wy 1/4, Ploesile We J/e Ol eche iy. deh 
the 225. i epee get bate Olt LOOM. wh. Malhiot, 


~ ive 
Le 


Cr ee eo Pleo.) Acres bolic part of thew .W., 
oe ete ane Ul ou the Woe, 174. 8.12, T.1d 8.13 
eee ie saves) 3m contllict with a confirned 


ao 


pt eee a therofore re lindquishedeto Wen. eDec- 
Enbe f 7 LOG DA PO sO4-acran. belsusetheak. l/2eof 
Ceo oem teot a.o2. TY. l4 Rl14* sok] to Florentin Blan- 


chord, Janinry 13, 1855 bb 80.44 neros, being the 
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AA nores, 
rida R.1: 


ae Le st ne Vobruary 22, 1045; + 
Wie cred velugro.55, 1.14 2.14; rate he eee Es 
PARE ao 1558 ba 249 00 acres. O84 “ Uriee tse. 


IAenonn the , fe of fooateW e/a ot 3.40, T.14 8.14: 
ieee iwirtorsa “aojd" of in WAn ahove am 276 On 
ee ee eee ie fe ot 8.49, Tl14 OR, ut Pe eer tA 


(ewe eee ete N/a nl wie 3. 1/2 a ae ee 
ats te ale o14 R14: undivided que plane i lel Aare AA 
eee ee eros, Deine tho Ww 1/2 Ot tie wy. 
Wal Seale i.14 h.14; sold to Lubin Aucoin, Merch 25, 
145; rovugiired by oxchanre, March 7, 16503 undivided 
quoaplor: aubagequently Deseap fetine as in TAN ghovoe Le ONT 
ee ee the 2 1/e Of GE4), Tot R.14 ~d 636.72 
ecrss » boon o.47, T.14 R14 


eee ero ror enoroli April 5, 1849: om | 159.02 
ooo Runes oi, 2 /4.0T: "9.13, T.14 R.14 ba anprox- 
fwitely 20.06 serves, being a tract In the upper part of 
Gie GE. 1/4 of S.44, T.14 R.14 bb approximately 50.00 
eres eos a tract in the Lower part of same; undivided 
— sold to Clairville Himel, December 1, 1860 
i pome  eecwe ties... tip of the Sih. 1/4 of 

7 eee eee oOo tow. Gb. Wynn, April 24, 1860 
kes 115. G0 PetCo MOO Ieee lett Ko1l4s sold to W.- i: 
Wynn, November 29, 1355 


Ween net remethe State of La., April 16, 1856, 65.16 
Oo oem AewoLon ls cee pend 4, S.51, T.14 R.143 sold 
Lomi oem Levee nori Lolo. L859 


fe ort eronminrvey North, January 9, 1857,.three 
untivided one-fourthbsa (two to Pugh and one to lHimel, who 
rer ovnoumeatourth:sench thus secured one undivided 
See eee eo vnecros. Dalne o8 tract in S.é, T.14 
Seeder, (Ot iciare LOeatiCle ole wek Le AE 1. 

Soe NAY oe an a Cig oe COD LeMpOr Oop Lab 7, 
Le, oe Lee ee ee ist (fn) the W. V2 Olea craw N ov. yaa of 
eee eamiu)stho @. 1/2 of the NE. 1/4 of 
3.k, Lely Rild: conveyed to Etienne Dolron by exchange, 
Copouver ae. Lot} 


Ot Bee ee eae Lennie, Dolron, October 19", USB, TOTO 
popes. helne the W. 1/2 of the $.E, 1/4 ot S54 ORT LAR 1A 


iS Vo ete Come wee eauccession of W. i. Delevigne, Febru- 
Uy Oat oe ei Vidled: one—=nalf of 560.27 acres, being a 


, 





Avo e ent tr t # : 
cr. OP) Oe ae: 
’ ‘i « "ett hea pe 
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hay be lind Hap No. b—Cont dare] te fe 


wate ee 


PPPOE MW a. LA Re15, and $.9 ang Ce. t6 t ROIA {Ali 
Ofhor undivided oneshalf belonged to John Karr BOWWOWLs 
henee the partne rehtn of Purth & Soymour) 

W.oW. Pueh from Widew Cyprien Blanchard, April Dee AO 
Uy Rae Ota SET Py meres, being a tract in i ik Pil igs Sar ee 


WeoW. Piety fray tha ey ty of New Orleans, Februn ry ey 
(lend fron the estate of John MceDonoyh) ¢ eo ae! 
Meee oem ery hen SW 1p di/4-of BOO 00.) ald bare toopox 
Peed ise cl Foro) bed nm: .the nA for bert of the Sv. 14 
ODS oi4et a. L4trkK a4. bb approctiretely 6.46 Ore Bye 7 8c 
Lifes sermar of) the © MW OY 4 fof om Covi’, Was Ras und} 
vides one-helt sold to Clairville itmel, Decanbor 12, 1260 


YW ay linn Paualt from. Js. D, Denegre, Februnry Gynt BGO, 401 50..24 
PRS we Ol ag the, 8.84) 1/4; .0f- eee petlnont thet. LA 


Uimol ce iu Prom J.-D. Denegre, Fobruary By L860, 2159.24 
G@eres, beine the S.E, 1/4 of ee tet eclal 14 


eee. Ture a ron We? T,. Wynn, April 21, INGO, £035 .08 ecras, 
belo approximately the NW, We (triansular) of Sao. 1. 14. 


Seah [on ow iow) ast] 0 (cw ows'() Se ae -o 00 os aw belce ce ow 


We. LIttlatobn from Samal Tate, December SO, B46 wnali- 
Videde one-half of . 898.33 Bee 86 WDe nite Sai .f Som Th OF Os 
G04 Usdin ddS L340 ands.the upper 2/5 of S132, all in 
d22) Redd, pondeS.c2, 25, 26, 27, 7, end the upper 2/5 
Ofterety Pldtdie TAIAARL 4 (the other undivided one-half 
belonred to Jamon A, Carnes; hence the partnership of 
Caro pik INiLttlejohn, dissolved by Littlejohn's purchase 
of Crrnes's one-hnlf, March 27, 1849) 


Camas & Littlejohn from LA Dione | Uddin Om 1B47 «605.85 
CRO. Del jit, dhe N. ie mello S 1/4 pond. the. ft, Ife 
Pie tl cleo ee TT 15 Howes Caries Ss undivided 
one-half wos purchased by Littlejohn, March 2, 2949 


Carnes & Littlejohn from Widow BartheImy Jolibots, Aur- 

# if /,.. 106.32 acros-beine the lower RRS hace LS 
ileal Bes MD 5 A HE Pepin Sta Peco. het. H. 14 Cnnes 's undivided one- 
half was purchaser by Littlejohn, March 27, 1949 


W. Littdojohn from the sucession of Anr41lique Bertalotte, 
eQ, 1805, £0.00 acres, beins Lot 4. 3.56 elt R14 
2 » ¥ ’ ’ 


We. Litbiejotn from Lhe State of In., September 23, 1857, 
LO aGres belnkthsek. 1/2 thot nie. 1/4 of Bac. 
Veko lh, 14 





Te oOToh “miot F 
Wott? oF.24 > BN al 
[? ‘tes Freres “TCH Mul a ILE we¥ Ca = 

ta y's beset” aa 
iS. Jo PAE 08 od fee 
ffiver?leald of Bins 








BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Manuscripts 


Robart. Crmpbell Martin Papers, 1834 ff. These papers 
wore, at last roport, still in the hands of the Martin fam- 
1ly on Albomarle. In thoir entirety the papers consist of 
three sogments, viz.; (1) some 2,500 pieces found in the 
attfe of the house in which R, C. Martin II (1839-1916) 

spont his later years (2) papers in the Albemarle plantation 
olfice, principally business records 1914 ff., but including 
account books boginning before 1865 and complete from 1680 
(5) such personal PApers as may have beon preserved by Mrs, 
KR. C. Martin III and other membors of the family during the 
inst half century. Only the first of the three sermonts has 
been examined and arranged. This segmont is meade up mainly 
of personal correspondence, business papers, genealogical 
metorial, and an enclave of Littlejohn papers. The series 
desirmnatod "personal correspondence", about 2,000 pieces, 
accounts for roughly half the total bulk. It has outsice 
dates 1838-1925, and ineludes some items, such as Gen. Mar- 
tin's militia papers, not actually personal; but most of the 
pleces are family letters in an unbroken stream from 1857 to 
1577. The business papers, about 2,600 pleces, outside dates 
18354-1912, fall largely in the years 1657-1859, 1870-1890. 
The Littlejohn enclave comprises a few hundred business and 
legal papers, chiefly 1846-1859, a Melrose plantation account 
book, 1853-1859, and a book of Littlejohn genealogy. Tho 
second and third sogments of the Martin Papers contain, as 
far as is known, no material for the Civil War years. Of the 
first segment, about one-seventh dates 1860-1865. Obviously 
no more than a small fraction of the Martin Papers has been 
used in the present book. 





Alexander Franklin Pugh Pepers, 1829-1879, about 5,000 
“places, and a dinry in Se) GRA ELE volumes. Bofore 1859 
the pepers ara comparatively fow; for 1859-1862 they aro num- 
erousd but hardly complete; for 1863-1879 the collection 
approaches asfull set of'all the business and personal papers 
fiat cane into the hands of Franklin Pugh. The great morit 
Of tbe papenstapluia the diary, is their extraordinary rich- 
ness in contiimious and detailed information on plantation 
problens throughout the Civil War end Reconstruction. Not 
move then one-Lifth of the collection falls in the years 
Je60-1865, 

Franklin Pugh apparently began diary-keeping in 1852. 
WJ th 1653 his habit became firmly established, and he made 
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entries, with but a or two slight interruptions, for every 
day of the onsuing tyvonty-seven years. As an indapendcnt 
historleal source Franklin's diary is uneven and often enig- 
ratie. But his diary and his papers illuminate ono anothor; 
vecd with the papers, the diary is at worst a helpful guide 
and at bast an excellent source. 

Before the "discovery" of the Pugh papers seven voluros 
of Franklin Pugh's diary had become separated from tho larfor 
masa. These volumes—-for 1852 (largely blank), 1859-1863, and 

S65-are now in the Department of Archives, Louisiana State 
University. ‘The Library of the University of Texas has micro- 
{iLlm copies of the originals (except for 1862) and of type- 
script copies made at L. S&S. U. Diary quotations in the pres- 
ent book are based on the microfilm of the originals for 1860, 
1661, 1865, and 1865, and on the microfilm of the typed copy 
alono for 1862. All” of Franklin Pugh's papers, and the 
grostor part of his diary—1852 (largely blank), 1853-1858, 
967, 1866-1879-were purchased by the Littlefield Fund for 
Southern History for the Library of the University of Texas 
in 19356. 


Williem Whitmoll Hill Pugh Papers, about 1856-1907, 
approx imately 7,000 pieces, plus 13 account books; purchased 
by the Littlefield Fund for Southern History for the Library 
of the University of Yexas in 1936. As a men of wide inter- 
ests, moticulous habits, and unusual longevity, W. W. Pugh 
naturally accumulated a great mass of papers. The present 
collection consists of what was salvaged after his death in 
1906. As compared with the papors of his cousin Franklin, 
W. W. Pugh's papers cover a much longer period and are much 
more varied in character and uneven in distribution and value. 
The financial records are almost unbroken for seventy yoars. 
Otherwise the surviving papers are for most years obviously 
fracmentary. The periods of greatest bulk are 1845-1860 and 
1690-1905. In compensation for discontinuity and frequent 
trivielity the papers afford numerous prize packages and an 
exceptionally broad view of planter life. Only a very small 
part-say less than one-twentieth—-of the collection falls in 
the Civil War yeura. 





Nathaniel P, Banka Papers. The Essex Institute, Salem, 
Masa., hes the main collection, amounting to at least 50,000 
pleceos. A supplemental group of 3,000 or 4,000 pieces is in 
tha I]linots State Jilstorical Library, Springfield, Ill. 

the Library of the University of Texas has microfilm copies 
of considerable portions of both collections. Most of the 
enicn Pepers for 1863-1865 relate to the Department of the 
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Gulf, and a few are of specific interest for the present 
study. 
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Assumption Parish Records, Napoleonvillo, La., and 
Jefourcho Larish Raconds, Thibodaux, La. Pracise descrip- 
tion of the records of any parish 1s a mojor undertaking, 
but tho general outlines of the 19th century records are 
quite simple. Most of the documents are in one of four mas- 


Sivo series, viz.: (1) "acts" or “original acts" (2) convoy- 
anco record (3) mortgage record (4) court records, customar- 
Aly divided into dockets, minutes, record books, case prpers, 
end succession papers. The series known as “acts" aricos 
from the fact that Loutsiana law requires the recorder to 
retain the original instruments which he records, ‘the con- 
veyanco record and the mortgage record are in tho main stmply ey 
copies of original instruments in the "acts" series. Agencies ; 
of parish government, aside from the recorder and the courts, 2 
kept in the 19th century a few important records, notably Y 
the police jury minutes and the tax assessment rolls. In Y 
Assunption no antebellum assessment rolls and only a fragmont g 
of the antebellum police jury minutes now survive. In Leafourchs ¢c 
the present investigator has not yet had opportunity to make 
thorourh examination; the early assessment rolls appear to be { 
gone, but the police jury minutes may survive, : 
Provious to 1937 the serious user of non=-current parish x 
archives had to find out for himself the location, nature and 
organisaticn of the extant records. ‘the process was occasions a 


ally oxciting, oftener puzzling and dreary, always dirty and ~ 
rk of reconais- ey 
ie > 

v 


time-consuming. Great assistance in this wo 
Senco 1s now afforded by the several volumes of the inventory 
of the Parish Archives of Louisiana prepared by the Louisiana 
Historical Kecords Survey. More than half the parishes, ’ 
including Assumption and Lafourche, still do not have pub- [¥, 
lishod inventories. But the archives of the parishes, espe~- 
cinlly of neighboring parishes, are necessarily pretty much 
allke. Hence the inventory for Terrebonne, published in 

an be put to excellent use as a general key to the 


1941 ic 
parish archives of Assumption and Lafourche, 


United States Censuses, Fourth-Tenth, 1820-1880, manu-~ 
seript roturns for Assumption and Lafourcha Parishes, Louisi- 
ana, In 1958 tho returns of the population schedules 
renadned in the Bureau of the Census, Department of the 
tutertor, Weshington, D. C., and the retums for 1870 wore 
the Jagat open to oxumination. According to recont report 
these records havo now been transferred to the National 
waghineton, D, C., and the 1880 returns have been 
opendd, —Boriyning with the Seventh Consus, 1850, enumora- 
tious woro made on six schedulos, viz., Froe Inhabitants, 
Slave Inhabitants, Mortality, Agriculture, Industry, and 

The Bureau of the Census has unfortu- 


Social Statistics. 
nately divested itself of the returns of the non-population 


awh 1942. cet. 


Weve Pollishe ™ 





& % q 
Are Prady 





om 7 ) 

; - i ae YS . 
~Tovao + toe Lontgtio® » 
<TAn resi ‘ ibioder trmuoe . 7 


are os 


Ding rity 
,S2oqgry ORaS . atood Perens 200%: ; 
aS ii 


is é&toa™ es twornl colton» 28204 
Miove? edg settupes wal pen hs Bs 
289 Of dofdw atmonurt3 ent ‘tanks : 3i6 
18 [rroses S897 710m ens Dag trrooe “ vit 
sd riemurt 3 rit fantniao %e ce. qe 
ohtesa .dnem eee dely q 7 
tag i#OQL ott gt 7% 













t 
ae hi 


™ Ct eollog ote = 
t Nols arayeed 
aig ‘io 
eriz 
ii2 


-469- 


scocdnles for 1850-1880. In consequence these rocords, now 
Posuubszoed as indispenseble for cortain types of research, 
ero badly scattored, Tho returns of the non-population 
schedules for Louisiana, 1850-1880, are in the Duke Univer- 
sity Library, Durham, N. C.; microfilm copies of the Duke 
ariginals for 1850-1870 are in the Library of the University 
Of T6x8 3. 


Ncelstorts and Recgiver's Receipts, General Land 05 a ig of oe 
Washin:ton, D, G. Furchasos of public lands in Assumption 
end Lafourchs Parishes were not systematically recorded in 
the parlsahea. Somotimes the bare fact of purchase, and vory 
often tha details, must be sought at the General Land Office 


or the Louisiana State Land Office, 





Tract Books, Louisiana State Land Office, Baton Rouges, 
La. See the comment under the preceding item. 


Maps 


Louisiana Highway Commission, Photo-Map Department. Assump- 
tion Parish (December, 1929; scale, about 1 in. to the 
milo); Intourcha Partsh (June, 1930; scale, about 3/5 in. 
to the mils); and Torrebonne Parish (May, 1930; scale, 
about 3/5 in, to the mile). These are useful non=-topographic 
maps emphasizing highways. They show the original United 
States land surveys, and can be made to serve in a measure 
as substitutes for the bulky and expensive General Land 


Office Township Maps (below). 


Mississippi River Commission, Vicksburg, Miss. Alluvial Vale 
ley of the Mississippi River. Prepared by the Mississippi 
River Conmission under the direction of the secretary of 
Wear and the supervision of the Chief of Engineers, United 
States Army; editions of 19354 and 1935. This map is pub- 
lished on four sheots, scale 1:250,000; sheet 4 is perhaps 
the best single shoet map of lower Louisiana. It is also 
published on two sheets, scale 1:500,000; a section from 
tie "Gouthern Shoet—New Orleans District" 1s bound between 
pp. 609 and 66 of the present volume. 





Untied Statos Genaral Land Office. Township Maps, for town- 
shitps in Assumption and Lafourche Parishes. These maps 
embody the original United States land surveys, plus such 
official re-surveys as have been made. Scale, about 2 in. 


to the mile, or approximately 1330,000. 
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Untted States Geological Survey. Stata of Louisiana, Pub- 
ished in 1922, reprinted 19553 scale, 1:500,000. This is 

a falrly good general map which shows township and rango 

lines with oxceptiLonal clarity. 

Untted States Geological Survey. Topographic Maps, Louisiana, 
Scale, 1362,500. ‘the Donaldsonville, Thibodaux, Lac don 
Allomands, Houma, Cut-off, Lake Felicity, Croole and Chon- 
tere Caminada quadrangles (1892-1894) cover Bayou Lafourche 
propor east of 91° West Longitude, Coverays of the whola 
Lefourche region east of 91 requires a number of additional 
quadrangles, These maps are much inferior to recent War 
Department maps covering the area west of 91°, 


War Departmont, Corps of Engineers. Topographic Maps, Louis- 
dana. Prepared under the direction of the President, Mis- 
Sissippi River Commission, Scale, 1:62,500. The White 
Castle and Napoleonville quadrangles (1933, 1935) cover 
tha comparatively small portion of Bayou Lafourche that 
lies west of 919 West Longitude. Coverage of the whole 
Lafourche region west of 91° requires several additional 
quidrangles. These are splendid maps both of topography 
and of the works of man, including the original United 
States land surveys. 





Newspapers 


Files of Cores and Weakly Delta are in the Texas State Lib- 


—_——- 


rary; the others, in the Library of the University of Texas. 
Cores, January 5, 1861. Houma, La. 
Detly Crescont. New Orleans, 
Detly Delta, July 6, 1860. New Orleans. 
 Meokly Dalta, Now Orleans, 


Nattonna 


\ Intelligencer, November 21, 1860. Washington, D. C, 
Detly Eiesyune. New Orleans. 

Jinneer do l'Assonption, October 1, 1862, Napoleonville, La. 
Jinan. New Orleans, ) 


Dally Trua Delta. New Orleans, 


Weokly True Delta, November 16, 1861. New Orleans. 
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Printed Sourcos;: Books and Articles 


"An Account of Louisiana" (communicated to Congress November 
14, 1803), in Amorican State Papers, Miscellaneous, eS I 
i __(Washington , 1854), 34 344-358. ist? i 





The American Almanac ... for the year 1861. Bee tone 1861. 


The American Fipp 1 Soho Annual Cyclopaedia and Register of 


——— 





_—_— ee eee 


Jnportant Events, for 1862 and 1863. Reprints, New York, 
1268. 
Appletons!' Cyclopsaodia of American Biography. Edited by J. 


ne ——— 


G. Wilson and John Fiske. 6 vols., New York, 1887-1889. 
Banks, N. P. Emancipated Labor in Louisiana, N. i. [(1864.] 
Berquin-Duvallon. Vue de la Colonie Espagnole du Mississipi, 


ee eee 


ou des Provinces de la Louisiane et Florida Occidentale.se.e 
Paris, 1803. ee or ae 


Booth, A. B., compiler. Louisiana Confederate Soldiers and 
Louisiana Confederate Commands. 5S vols. in 4, New Orleans, 
1920, 


(Butler, Benjamin F.] General Orders from Tae ters 
Department of the Gulf... [May 1l-November 9, 1862]. New 
Orleans, 1862. 


Butler, Benjamin F. Private and Official Correspondence of 
Gen. Bonjamin F. Butler quring the Period of the Civil War. 
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5 vols., [Norwood, Mass. 1917. 


Chempomier, P, A., and Louis Bouchereau. Statement of the 
Surcar Cron Mado in Louisiana... [title varies slightly], 
1874, 1645, 1849-1961, 1868-1907. New Orleans, 1845, 1846, 
1850-1862, "1869-1922. 


Chase, S. P. Dinry and Correspondence of Salmon P. Chase. 
fmorican Historical Association, Annual Report, 1902, vol. 
LI (Washington, 1903). 


Conwey, Thomas W. Roport [September 9, 1864] on the Condi- 


eee 


tion of tho Froedmen, of the Department of the Guilt oe. 


-~ ee coe oe we eee 


New Orleans, 1864. ll p D. 


Conway Thomas W. Annual Report (February l, 1865] ... of 
Suporintandent Burcu of Free Labor, De apartment of the Gulf 


we. fon the yenr 164, New Orleans, [1665]. 16 p. Also in 


<n 


Official Records, ser. I, vol. XLVIII, pt. I, 705-710. 
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Conway, Thomas W. The Freedmen of Louisiana, Final Report 
[July 1, 1865) of the Bureau of Froe Labor... Now Orleans 
1865. 37, (1) pb. 


Darby, William, The Fmigrant's Guide to the Western and 
Southwertern States ond lerritories... "New 2Ork, 1818, 


Darby, William. A Geographical Description of the State of 
Louisiana... 2nd ed., New York, 1817. | 


POeeew ed. D> Be Sournal of the War", published in monthly 
instalments from June, 1866, to March, 1867, in De Bow's 
Roviow, XXXIL-XXXIV. 


De. Forest, J. W. Miss Ravenal's Conversion from Secession 
to Loyalty. Reprint, New York, 1939. 


Eaton, John, and Ethel Osgood Mason, Grant, Lincoln and the 
Freedmen... New York, 1907. 





Hepworth, George H. The Whip, Hoe, and Sword; or, the Gulf- 
Department in '63, Boston, 1864, 


Kellar, Nerbart As, ed. Solon Robinson, Pioneer and Agpricul- 


ee 


turist:; Selected Writings. (Indiana Historical Collections, 


re 


vols. XXI-%O01.) Indianapolis, 1936, 


Lathrop, Barnes F., ed. "an Autobiography of Francis T, 
Nicholls, 1834-1881", Louistana Historical Quarterly, XVII 
(April, 1934), 246-267. 


Le Blanc, André. "The Parish of Assumption", De Bow's 
Review, 1X (September, 1850), 286-293, 


Loulatena, Adjutant General. Annual Report of the Adjutant 
General.., January, 1858. New Orleans, 1858, 


Louisiana, Adjutant General, Report of the Adjutant Gen- 


ee 


eral... January, 1860. Baton Rouge, 1860. 


Loulsiena, Lerislature. Acts passed by the Pifth Legislature 
of the State of Louisiana se 16560. Baton Rouge, 1860. 


Loulsiena, Logislature. Acts passed by the Sixth Legislature 
of the State of Louisiana eee 1861[-1862]. Baton Rouge, 


1861 (should be 1862]. 





Louisiana, Secession Convention. Official Journal of the 


Proceedings of the Convention of the tate of Louisiana, 
pS ee ag cv Pin eat itotants| = 1s mig Cheeses Sn eS amass’ lamnercae ee_——————— ee 


New Orleans, 1861. 
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Louletana susar crops of 1662-1866, statistics on, in De Pow's 
Revtew, XXXII (January, 1866), 48-50, under heading "Now 
Orleans” XXXII (February, 1866), 201, "Sugar Crop of Louis. 
inna; XXXIII (October, 1866), 416-417, "Sugar Trade and 
Prospects"; and XXXV (September, 1867), 236-240, "Sugar 
Trede and Prospects", 


Mellen, W, P, Report Relative to Leasing Abandoned Planta- 


+ 


tions end Affrirs of the Freed People in First Special 


a ee eee —— ee 


Arency. Washington, 1864, LOD < 


New Orleans, Opelousas and Great Western Railroad Company. 
Annual’ Report. of the...‘ Company. To the Legislature of 


the Stato of Louisiana, January, 1858. New Orleans, 
1658. 36 p. 


Nicolay, Jobn G., and John Hay, eds. Abreham Lincoln, Com- 
plete Works. 2 vols., New York, 1894, | 


Ort icial Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the 
Wer of the Rebellion. 30 vols. and index, Washington, 
694-19 ot 6 


Peabody, Charles A. “United States Provisional Court for the 
State of Louisiana, 1862-1865", American Historical Assoc- 
jation, Annual Report, 1892 (Washinton, 1893), 197-210. 


Plerce, G. W. "Terrebonne", De Bow's Review, XI (December, 
1851), 601-611. 


Pugh, W. W. "Bayou Lafourche ... (1820-1825, 1835-1860]—Its 
Inhabitants, Customs and Pursuits", The Louisiana Planter 
end Sugar Manufacturer, I (September 29-October 27, 1888), 
pee MSG 199 8192. 


Purh, W. W. "Recollections of an Old Citizen of Bayou 
Lafourche and Its Inhabitants from the Year 1820 to LBeou, 
in Weekly Thibodaux Sentinel, August 15, 1903. 


Pugh, W. W. "Reminiscences of an Old Fogy" (19 chapters), 
in Assumption Pioneer (Napoleonville, La.), 1881-1882. 


a ens 


Russell, W. H. Tho Civil War in America, Boston, [1861]. 


ns 


Russell, W. H. My Diery North and South. Boston, 1863. 


Shepley, Brig. Gen. G. F., Military Governor of Louisiana. 
Genoral Orders, Nos, 1-39, January 21-December 24, 1863, 
Set of broadsides, bound as a pamphlet, in the Library of 
the University of Texas. 
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Stoddard, Amos. Sketches, Historical and Descriptive, of 
Louisiana, Philadelphia, L612. 





Taylor, Richard. Destruction and Reconstruction; Personal 
es ae do of the Late War. ~ New York, 1879. 





Phe Tribune Almanac for the years 1838 to 1868... 2 vols., 


ee ee. ee 


~~ New York, 1868, 


United States, Department of the Interior, Census Office, 
Report on Cotton Production in the United States... Eugene 
W. Hilgard, Special Agent in ©: Charge. (Tenth Census, 1880, 
Reports, vols. {[V-VI].) 2 vols., Washington, 1884, 


United States, Treasury Department. Acts of Congress end 
Rulos and Rogulations prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Troasury eee concerning acamnahio tenon intercourse with | and — in 
Btrtos and parts of states declared in insurrection, etho a 

collection , renipt, | and fee ceaviony ofe captured, abandoned, 


enc confisenble property, the care of freedmen, and the pu 


chante of products of insurrectionary | districts on governmr 


a re ee. 


account. Reprint, Washington, 1872. 




















Van Alstyne, Lawrence. Diary of An knlisted Man. New Haven 
£9103 


The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Rec- 
~ ords — et the Union and Confederate Armies. 7O vols. in 128, 
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Washington, 1880-1901. 
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M. A. thosis, University of Texas, 1951. 








Battlo, Kemp P. History of the University of North Cerolina. 
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of Other Loutsitena Troops. New Orleans, 1874. 
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